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Biblical Mothers 

& 
Biblical Fathers 

 
 
Being a mother was something that every Jewish girl 
dreamed of… The very “first promise” in the Bible of a 
“future Redeemer” said that He would be born 
through a “woman.” 
 
The thought of being the mother of the Messiah was 
something that inspired women in the Bible. “The 
Promised One” was known to be a baby boy. If a lady 
had a son she could hope that he would be the 
Messiah. If she had a girl, she dreamed that her 
grandson might be the coming Redeemer. 
Motherhood was a wonderful thing to look forward to 
during Bible times. 
 
One of the things you will discover is that it is 
extremely difficult to talk about the Biblical “Mothers” 
without talking about the Biblical “Fathers.”  I suspect 
that being a patriarchal society has a lot to do with 
that.  The women were not separate entities unto 
themselves.   They were to be forever reliant on men 
under the patriarchy.  It was designed in that 
fashion…so forgive me dear fellow scholars when I do 
speak about the men in their lives.  It is difficult to 
speak about the women on their own merit in that age.   

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/come-to-jesus/
https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/come-to-jesus/
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Don’t judge me.  It would be a very short study with a 
lot of speculation were the men not to be involved. 
The interesting “thing” is that when we talk about the 
Biblical Fathers, they can all stand on their own, 
because there is so much more written about the men.  
Or is this a slant of the author?  Boy, I hope not, but 
you will judge the writing based on its merit or lack 
thereof…good luck! 
 
Here are eight famous “Biblical mothers.” There are 
certainly many other women in the Bible that could be 
mentioned. These are some we know a good deal 
about, though we may not know very much about their 
skills as a mother.  These are considered to be some 
of the more important women in the Bible. 

 
Eve 

(Eve means “life”) 

Found in the Bible: Genesis 1-4 
Called the mother of all living, Eve is an important Bible 
mother. We don’t know much about her role as a mother, 
but we do know the names of some of her children. Her 
three most well-known children are Cain, Abel and Seth. 
Adam and Eve would have been responsible for teaching 
their children about God and His plans for the world. After 
they left the garden there is no indication that God 
communed with them on a personal level.  
Eve had a great responsibility as a mother, and as 
someone who personally knew God, to pass along her 
knowledge of God to her children. 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/bible-verses-about-children-25-inspirational-scripture-quotes/
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The Bible says that children are a heritage from the Lord (Psalm 127:3). They are 
a blessing or a gift from God. 

 
 
According to the second chapter of Genesis, Eve was 
created by God (Yahweh) by taking her from the rib of 
Adam, to be Adam's companion. She succumbs to the 
serpent's temptation to eat the forbidden fruit from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. She shares the fruit 
with Adam, and as a result the first humans are expelled 
from the Garden of Eden. Christian churches differ on how 
they view both Adam and Eve's disobedience to God 
(often called the fall of man), and to the consequences 
that those actions had on the rest of humanity. Christian 
and Jewish teachings sometimes hold Adam (the first 
man) and Eve to a different level of responsibility for the 
fall, although Islamic teaching holds both equally 
responsible.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Abrahamic_religions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahweh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serpents_in_the_Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_fruit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_of_the_knowledge_of_good_and_evil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_of_the_knowledge_of_good_and_evil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_of_Eden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
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Although Eve is not a saint's name, the traditional name 
day of Adam and Eve has been celebrated on December 
24 since the Middle Ages in many European countries 
such as Germany, Hungary, Scandinavia, Estonia, and 
Lithuania. 
 In Genesis 2:18–22, the woman is created to be ezer ki-
negdo, a term that is notably difficult to translate, to the 
man. Ki-negdo means "alongside, opposite, a counterpart 
to him", and ezer means active intervention on behalf of 
the other person. The woman is called ishah, woman, with 
an explanation that this is because she was taken from 
ish, meaning "man"; the two words are not in fact 
connected. Later, after the story of the Garden is 
complete, she will be given a name, Ḥawwāh (Eve). This 
means "living" in Hebrew, from a root that can also mean 
"snake". A long-standing exegetical tradition holds that the 
use of a rib from man's side emphasizes that both man 
and woman have equal dignity, for woman was created 
from the same material as man, shaped and given life by 
the same processes. In fact, the word traditionally 
translated "rib" in English can also mean side, chamber, or 
beam.  Rib is a pun in Sumerian, as the word "ti" means 
both "rib" and "life".  
God created Eve from (tsela), traditionally translated as 
"one of his ribs". The term can mean curve, limp, adversity 
and side. The traditional reading has been questioned 
recently by feminist theologians who suggest it should 
instead be rendered as "side," supporting the idea that 
woman is man's equal and not his subordinate.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Name_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Name_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_and_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pun
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A recent suggestion, based upon observations that men 
and women have the same number of ribs, speculates that 
the bone was the baculum, a small structure found in the 
penis of many mammals, but not in humans. 
Eve is found in the Genesis 3 expulsion from Eden 
narrative which is characterized as a parable or "wisdom 
tale" in the wisdom tradition. This narrative portion is 
attributed to Yahwist (J) by the documentary hypothesis 
due to the use of YHWH.  
In the expulsion from Eden narrative a dialogue is 
exchanged between a legged serpent (possibly similar to 
that appearing on the Ishtar Gate of Babylon) and the 
woman (3:1–5). 
The serpent is identified in 2:19 as an animal that was 
made by Yahweh among the beasts of the field. The 
woman is willing to talk to the serpent and respond to the 
creature's cynicism by repeating Yahweh's prohibition 
from 2:17. The serpent directly disputes Yahweh's 
command. Adam and the woman sin (3:6–8). Yahweh 
questions Adam, who blames the woman (3:9–13). 
Yahweh then challenges the woman to explain herself, 
who blames the serpent, who is cursed to crawl on its 
belly, so losing its limbs.  The whole incident is really 
laughable and is considered “passing the buck…”  We 
would NEVER blame someone else for our mistakes 
would we?  
Divine pronouncement of three judgments are then laid 
against all culprits (3:14–19). A judgment oracle and the 
nature of the crime is first laid upon the serpent, then the 
woman, and finally Adam.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baculum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisdom_tradition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jahwist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Documentary_hypothesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YHWH
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishtar_Gate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahweh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oracle
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After the serpent is cursed by Yahweh, the woman 
receives a penalty that impacts two primary roles: 
childbearing and her subservient relationship to her 
husband. Adam's penalty thus follows. The reaction of 
Adam, the naming of Eve, and Yahweh making skin 
garments are described in a concise narrative (3:20–21). 
The garden account ends with an intra-divine monologue, 
determining the couple's expulsion, and the execution of 
that deliberation (3:22–24).  
Eve (and womankind after her) is sentenced to a life of 
sorrow and travail in childbirth, and to be under the power 
of her husband. Adam and Eve had two sons, Cain and 
Abel (Qayin and Heḇel), the first a tiller of the ground, the 
second a keeper of sheep. After the death of Abel, Eve 
gave birth to a third son, Seth (Šet), from whom Noah (and 
thus the whole of modern humanity) is descended. 
According to Genesis, Seth was born when Adam was 
130 years old "a son in his likeness and like his image". 
Genesis 5:4 says that Eve had sons and daughters 
beyond just Cain, Abel, and Seth.  

 

Certain concepts such as the serpent being identified as 
Satan, Eve's sin being sexual temptation, or Adam's first 
wife being “Lilith,” come from literary works found in 
various Jewish apocrypha, but not found anywhere in the 
Book of Genesis or the Torah itself.  
Writings dealing with these subjects are extant literature in 
Greek, Latin, Slavonic, Syriac, Armenian and Arabic, 
going back to ancient Jewish thought. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cain_and_Abel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cain_and_Abel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lilith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_apocrypha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extant_literature
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So what kind of a mother was Eve? What do you 
think? 

It all started when God started thinking again, his 
juices were flowing and he was still being 
creative…so… 

God decides to find a suitable partner for this “poor lonely 
guy.” He'll need a "help meet" (2:18 KJV), whatever that is, 
or (even better) a "helper" (NRSV). Robert Altar …nice 
name for a theologian, right (?) translates the difficult 
Hebrew word to be a "sustainer beside him."  
Take your pick.  

God creates a bunch of animals of all kinds.  The man 
gets to name all the creatures, "dog, turkey, cow," but 
none of the creatures are suitable mates. We sure are 
glad about that! 

Next up, the Supreme Being puts the man under with a 
heavy dosage of “divine anesthetic” and removes (a piece 
of him) a rib (?) from his side to create the “woman.” 

God presents the handiwork to the man, and he's glad to 
see her. He names her woman (Hebrew: 'ishah) because 
she was taken from man (Hebrew: 'ish).  And that's why 
people get married—to become "one flesh…" or, so the 
Bible says… 

The husband and wife are “buck naked,” even after their 
honeymoon, and they don't have a problem with that. 
Nice.   So, just so you know, originally in Judaism 

http://www.amazon.com/Genesis-Translation-Commentary-Robert-Alter/dp/039331670X
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nakedness was a good thing, but that too, will change-with 
time! 

Getting the Boot 
(Yep, they got the proverbial boot) 

A cunning serpent decides to probe the woman's 
knowledge of God's “very first and only command” (2:16-
17).  Are you sure that’s what he said?  He said what 
exactly? 

She knows the law pretty well, and quotes it more or less 
verbatim, but she does add that they're not allowed even 
“to touch the tree” (3:3). Apparently, God was not much on 
“tree-hugging.”  This stipulation is absent from God's 
statement of the rule (2:16-17). 

The serpent and the woman are the first to engage in 
“Bible study” …(even before this intellectual and academic 
group of scholars!) …as they probe and debate the 
meaning of God's rule and its possible ambivalence.  

The serpent insists that the woman “will not die” if she 
eats, but will know “good and evil,” and this will make her 
“god-like.”  She likes that thought, apparently!!! 

The woman eats (the fruit,) which looks to her about as 
yummy as pizza looks to starving teenage boys. Be 
careful, it's not an apple, just an unknown type of fruit. The 
apple's a later elaboration. 

She shares with her husband. Like ya do.  Here, honey, 
try some… 
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Their eyes are opened and they realize “they're naked” – 
woo hoo!!!! (recall 2:25). It's kind of like one of those 
dreams where you're giving a speech before class and 
you realize that everyone out there is naked…and then 
you look up and seem them all clothed…thanks Mom, that 
wasn’t really helpful… 

That leads them to implement the very first act of culture: 
making clothes. From (fig) leaves.  Adam probably 
envisioned a future “sweat shop” with lots of Eve’s sewing 
and making clothes at minimum wage…that 
evening…they hear the BIG GUY enjoying an evening 
walk in the garden.  

Wait, what?! God is walking?  

Yep.  So what if he enjoys a little stroll every now and 
then? 

This is a very (big word alert) anthropomorphic image of 
the YHWH 'elohim (i.e., Lord God). That just means that 
God is imagined as doing things humans do. Like walking, 
skipping, jumping, eating, running...etc. 

The man and woman hide from the BIG GUY UPSTAIRS 
because they totally know they messed up!  Oh, poop!  

The Creator calls out to the man: "Where art thou?" (3:9 
KJV). They're not very good at playing “hide and seek.”  
So Adam yells out, hey dude!  We’re over here!”  The man 
fesses up, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself" (3:10 
NRSV).  
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The Lord God interrogates the couple using one of those 
“great rhetorical tactics” that parents love to use. You ate 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, didn't 
you?   You took that cookie?  Did you clean your room?  
Did I hear you say, what I thought you said? Where is your 
sister? 

The man “blames the woman” for giving him the fruit.  Of 
course, he does…it is the “old blame game” that we know, 
all so well…pass the buck, blame someone else, deflect 
the suggestion…run and hide again! 

Ouch. 

The man dares to “implicate God” as well, as is clear from 
the way he phrases his response: "the woman whom YOU 
gave to be with me" is the one who gave him the fruit.  

The lady follows suit and “blames” the serpent.   Of course, 
she does, because she CAN! 

Everyone gets punished by the Lord God.  

Womp, womp!  

The serpent has to crawl and eat every creature's dust. 
People will stomp on serpents, who will in turn bite them in 
the heel. They were scared of snakes back then, too. They 
are slippery and slithery…eek! 

The woman has to bear kids, which will hurt a lot. Plus, the 
man will “rule over her.”  So much for equality!!!!  

http://www.sadtrombone.com/
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Notice how it's the woman who's responsible for 
knowledge and the dawn of human culture. Those are 
good things, right? Without the woman who ate from the 
tree, there'd be no knowledge—and we'd all be running 
around naked. But we're living in a “post-feminist world,” 
we know. 

The man has to farm soil that's not very fertile. He'll have 
to sweat, and then when it's all said and done, he'll die 
and return to the very dust from which he came.  

Great! 

The man names the woman "Eve" (in Hebrew: hawah), 
which sounds like the word for "life" (hayah). She's the 
“primal mother,”…”the first mother,”  “the mother of all” 
after all. Perhaps this is a little hope after God's severe 
punishments. 

The GUY UPSTAIRS offers the two some nicer clothes, 
he shops at Kohl’s and uses the KOHL’S Dollars to save 
some cash!!!!  (Apparently, God is frugal!)  

He worries that the man might eat from the tree of life 
“now” and live forever. He's already become “god-like” in 
his knowledge of good and evil.  

Big question: who is God talking to in 3:22? Who's the 
"us"? Other god’s maybe? Check out 1:27 for more of this 
"us"-business. 
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Just to be safe, God kicks the man and Eve out of Eden 
and appoints the Cherubim as “otherworldly bouncers.”  
You don’t wanna mess with them… 

God also sets up a flaming and whirling sword. No one's 
going to get to the tree of life, that's for sure.  

NOW, ABOUT HER KIDDOS…OMI!  Remember, Eve is 
the first mother…so let’s take a quick look at the loves of 
her life… 

Cain Whacks His Bro 
Next up, we hear the man "knew" his wife. That's a nice 
way of saying “they did it,” which is a nice way of saying 
they had “s-e-x.” The English translation, "knew," reflects 
the fact that the Hebrew uses this euphemism, too.  
 

Their first born: is named Cain. His name in Hebrew 
(qayin) sounds like qanah, which the NRSV translates as 
"produced" (4:1).  

Their second born: is named Abel, a herdsman of sheep. 
Cain, on the other hand, is a farmer like his father. 

Cain offers “a part” of his harvest to God, and Abel offers 
“the first born livestock.” Both offerings are very choice, 
but the Lord likes the livestock better. God must be a meat 
eater, sorry Vegans!  The deity's not a vegetarian and 
would rather have a burger than some lettuce…that is 
unless the lettuce is on the burger on a sesame-seed bun 
with a tomato and lots of special sauce!  

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/euphemism.html
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Cain gets wickedly jealous, and the Lord chides him for it 
in the very cryptic words of ancient poetry.  

Solution? There’s got to be a solution…there is always a 
solution…Cain lures Abel out to a field and kills him.  
NICE!  And where is Mommy during all this? 

The Lord asks Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" (4:9 
NRSV). Sounds similar to the question to Adam in 3:9, 
right? 

Cain claims not to know—he's not his brother's guardian, 
or keeper, after all. The words are ironic, since we all 
know exactly what just went down. 

It turns out God knows, too, because Abel's blood is crying 
out to him. Yep, his blood seeped right into the soil, and 
that soil will no longer produce for Cain. That's bad news 
for a farmer, that's for sure. 

For more punishment, Cain will wander restlessly all over 
the earth. Looks like he's being driven away just like his 
father was.   OUCH!  The apple doesn’t fall far from the 
treel… 

In general, there are many similarities between 4:1-15 and 
3:8-24. I dare you (double dare you) to find 'em all. 

Cain complains that he just can't take this punishment. 
He'll have to hide from God's presence, and whoever finds 
him will kill him. Hmmm… why?  And, if you think about it, 
“who is there” … to kill him?  Can’t we still count the 
number of people on one hand?  Or… 
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God heeds Cain's worries and declares that whoever kills 
him will be sorry.  So apparently there ARE other folks 
around that we know nothing about… 

God places a mark on Cain, which is supposed to protect 
him. Kind of like “a holy tattoo.”  Cain is the first guy to 
have his own tat!  I doubt that it is a heart with the word 
“mom” inside the heart! 

Cain wanders his way to Nod, which is "east of Eden" 
(4:16). Sound familiar? All of the sudden, Cain marries 
(does this contradict 4:12?) and has a son named 
“Enoch.”  (Nice name…) 

Then he builds a city, which he names Enoch, after his 
son. Sigh—we pine for the days of Enochville. 

Cain's great-great-great grandson's name is Lamech, and 
with two wives, he's the world's first “polygamist.”  I think 
he lived in either Utah or somewhere in Texas… 

Among Cain's descendants are several overachievers: 
Jabal's the first to dwell in tents “with livestock;” Jubal's 
“the first musician.” Civilization is advancing “big-time.” 

Lamech (Remember him from 4:18-19?) recites to his 
wives a cryptic warrior-poem in which he brags that he 
killed a guy and a boy for wounding him. Sure, Cain will be 
avenged badly (see 4:15), but Lamech will avenge himself 
with even more destruction.  

Adam and Eve are still going at it, and God "appoints" 
(Hebrew: shat) for Eve a third son named Seth (Hebrew: 
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shet), who's a replacement for Abel. Pssst, Eve: don't tell 
Seth that. It might mess him up.  Seth has a son named 
Enosh.  Not to be confused with Enoch… 

Oh, and one last thing: this is about the time when people 
start calling THE BIG GUY by his nickname, the Lord (in 
Hebrew YHWH).  

So, I am sure Eve was ultimately glad to see the family of 
humankind that she had given life to, there was just some 
rocky moments, kind of like in the world as we know it to 
be… 

Next, lets, take a look at Sara, no not the sexton-
custodian, not the eldest daughter of Brent and 
Nancy…but rather the one, that caught the eye of a guy 
named Abram. 

Sara 
(Sara means “princess”) 

Found in the Bible: Genesis 12-23 
 
God’s promise of a redeemer was specifically said to 
come through Sarah. Though she doubted when God said 
she would be a mother in her old age, she did indeed bare 
a son. When she was 90 years old she had Isaac. It 
should be remembered that all the wonderful promises 
and expectations that were put on Abraham also extended 
to Sarah. She was beside him the whole time. She had 
her doubts at times, but she allowed God to work in her 
life and use her. 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/the-promises-of-god-10-powerful-bible-verses-1/
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Ready, Set, Go! Abram On the Move 
You cannot really tell the story of Sara, without mentioning 
her “other half” – Abe by name! 

Yahweh commands Abram, "Go!" He's supposed to settle 
in the land that God will show to him. 

God makes some pretty big promises: Abram will give rise 
to a huge nation; he'll have more name-recognition than 
Michael Jackson; the fate of all nations will depend on how 
they treat Abram and the nation that stems from him.  

It's a simple equation: bless Abram, be blessed. Curse 
Abram, be cursed. Any questions? 

He's 75 when he leaves Haran (IRAQ) and he takes (his 
wife) there she is…Sarai, with him. Lot tags along with 
them, (that would be a nephew!) and Abram also takes his 
“slaves.”  We won’t go into it, but yes, slaves are 
Biblical…and because they are, caused a whole lot of 
trouble and problems… Yes, Abram was a slave-owner, 
and one of these slaves will play “an important role” as the 
story unfolds. Keep your eye out. 

They all arrive in Canaan (Sarai included!) specifically at a 
place called Shechem.  

The narrator underlines that the Canaanite people are “still 
living in the land.”…Abram is basically an immigrant…a 
foreigner, a sojourner…an alien resident…a thug and a 
rapist and a member of various gangs…and I think it is 
safe to say, he enters the land illegally…picture Sarai and 



P a g e  | 17 
 

Abram climbing up over a real-high fence, while Lot gives 
them a “hand up and over!” 

The Lord appears to Abram and makes more big 
promises. Listen up: “This land” belongs to you and your 
kids. Okay, this flies in the face of reality, for it's the 
Canaanites who are living here now (12:7). 

Abram builds an altar, and then he moves to another 
place, builds another altar, and invokes the deity by his 
nickname, the Lord (Hebrew: YHWH) (people have been 
calling the deity that since 4:26). 

But more about Sarai… 
 

Abram Tells a Fib 
Famine strikes, and Abram has to go down to Egypt in 
order to survive and to feed his wife and nephew. 

Check out the tension with God’s promise in 12:7. Did God 
give Abram “a bum land?”  So much for a land flowing with 
milk and honey… It's like being sold a car that's “a lemon.”  
We have laws against that stuff!   This is the first hint that 
God's promises do not always come about in a way that is 
“easy or straightforward.”  Sometimes, there are glitches 
along the way… 

As they arrive near Egypt, Abram tells Sarai that she's 
“such a catch” …”a little hottie” …”a ten out of ten”… that 
the Egyptians will try to kill him and let her live.  
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The “best strategy” is to tell them Sarai's his sister. 

And guess what? Abram is right.  

The Egyptians think Sarai is a “total babe.” Even the 
higher-ups are telling the Pharaoh (a.k.a. the absolute 
ruler of Egypt) about this “new supermodel in town.”  
OMG! 

Pharaoh lets her “hang in his court,” and in his haram and 
Pharaoh treats Abram very well…very well indeed.  I like 
your little seester!   He even gives him a bunch of cool 
stuff: sheep, cattle, donkeys, “more slaves,” and camels.  

Abram's loving it, but the deity “has other ideas.” 

The Lord unleashes “devastating plagues” upon Pharaoh 
and his whole household.  

A bell is ringing. It's telling you that this sounds an awful lot 
like the first twelve chapters of the biblical book of Exodus. 
Right? 

Pharaoh somehow realizes that the plagues are caused 
by the fact that he's harboring “Abram's wifey” in his court. 
But the narrator is mum about how he figured it out. 

Pharaoh tells Abram to take “his wifey” and “get out of his 
face”..permanently...for good…for always…you liar!!!! 

But Abram gets to keep “all his stuff.” So he keeps his life 
and his wife and gets “a brand new Ford Mustang,” all 
while there's a famine in his own land.  

https://www.shmoop.com/exodus/
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Abram's a “crafty guy”…to say the least, but imagine, poor 
Sarai, being the pawn in all of these high-pressure-top-
dog-negotiations… 

But there is more, there is always more… 

Wanted: New-born Baby 

Here God is, promising Abram “a huge family” over and 
over again (13:16; 15:5), but his wife Sarai has not yet 
born a child. That is simply “a big fat contradiction.” 

Sarai takes matters into her own hands and offers her 
slave (concubine) girl to Abram. They'll produce “an heir” 
this way.  Apparently, Sarai wasn’t all up on invetro-
fertilization!  Instead, she opted out and wanted a 
surrogate! 

This is essentially “old fashioned surrogacy.” Such 
arrangements are well-attested in other ancient 
Mesopotamian legal texts, too. So, it was no big deal 
really!!! 

Sarah's servant Hagar becomes pregnant on their 153rd 
attempt at creating a child... Now Hagar is no longer a 
slave, but a wife. And she's the wife with the baby. So 
Hagar is feeling “pretty good about herself,” and she 
"looked with contempt upon" Sarai  as she eyed Abram’s 
401 K plan…and had all the insurance papers rolled up in 
her sleeve…it’s not like the old coot, can last 
forever…(16:4 NRSV). 
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Sarai feels slighted and blames Abram for the whole 
situation. Abram's response? He passes the buck back to 
Sarai. She can do whatever she wants with Hagar.  

Sarai mistreats Hagar, reminding her “who's boss,” so 
Hagar runs away to escape the miserable situation. 

God’s emissary finds her by a spring of water in Shur 
headed south, probably back to Egypt, her home country 
(see 16:3).  The messenger addresses her as Hagar, and 
then reminds her of her “proper place” when he calls her 
the "slave-girl of Sarai" (16:8 NRSV). He wants to know 
where she's come from and where she's going.  She was 
after all, a runaway slave…and everybody knows what is 
the fate of a runaway slave…it is not pretty! 

She responds that she's trying to escape her "mistress" 
Sarai. Hagar doesn't deny she's a slave…nor that she is 
on the run! 

God’s envoy commands her to return and "submit" to 
Sarai. The messenger's no advocate on behalf of “abused 
women” here—hard to swallow in modern times, that's for 
sure.  You do not send em back into the fire…run, Hagar, 
run!!!!! 

But the envoy does lift her prospects somewhat when he 
promises that she'll spawn “numerous offspring,” beyond 
counting. Kind of like the promise God made to Abram in 
13:16 and 15:5, right? 

The messenger continues that she'll have a son, whom 
she's supposed to name Ishmael, "for the Lord has given 
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heed" to Hagar's suffering. The Hebrew for "give heed" 
(sham'a) sounds like Ishmael. 

He sure will be one "wild ass of a man" (16:12 NRSV). 
That's really what it says, no joke. 

Hagar gives a new name to the deity: "El-roi," which she 
explains with the question, "Have I really seen God and 
remained alive after seeing him?" (16:13 NRSV).  

And that's why the well where this occurred is called—get 
ready for a mouthful—Beer-lahai-roi. Try saying that five 
times fast, while holding your tongue! 

Snip 
(Ouch!) 

The deity appears to Abram at the age of 90 and “cuts 
another deal with him” (so to speak) Abram's job is to be 
blameless and walk with the Lord. In return, the deity will 
make Abram's lineage great.  

Then—big reveal—the Lord changes Abram's name to 
Abraham. Aha. We've been waiting for that. 

Abraham will spawn several “nations and kings.” 

But for Abram's part…wait for it…every dude needs to be 
circumcised. Circumcision is the mark of the deal between 
the Lord and the descendants of Abraham, and it must be 
done on the eighth day after the baby is born.  
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Every male must be “snipped.” Snipped good.  The more 
jagged the rock, the better… 

He who is not snipped "shall be cut off from his people," 
for he's broken the deal with the Big Guy (17:14 NRSV).  

While he's at it, God changes Sarai's name to Sarah. She 
will have a son, and her descendants will form “nations 
and become kings and queens.” 

Abraham's rolling on the ground laughing his pants off. 
She's 90. How on earth will she have a son? (We're with 
him on that one!!!)  Do tell, do tell… 

God insists that Sarah will bear a son and declares the 
boy's name will be Isaac. Sure, God. Sure. 

All About Abe 
The Lord appears to Abraham at the hottest part of the 
day while Abraham's chilling on his porch with a brewski.  
But Abraham sees three men. The three men switch in 
and out with God throughout this story. Try to keep track. 
And while you're at it, think about this: what are the 
implications of this regarding the modes of divine 
epiphany? Abraham shows some hospitality, bowing to 
them as a sign of respect, begging them to honor him with 
their presence, and serving up a feast. 

While they're eating, the three guests ask where his wife 
Sarah is. Abraham points to her tent.  Um, that’s her over 
there… 
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Then one of the guests declares that “she will have a son.” 
Hmmm, we've heard this before. 

Sarah “eavesdrops on the conversation” and “chuckles to 
herself” because—we mean, she's already gone through 
menopause two or three times…. Abraham “laughed” 
about this too, (“That old girl”) but he wasn't quite as 
discreet as Sarah (compare 17:17-18). The Lord won't let 
it go. He interrogates Abraham for “Sarah's laughter.”  

Guess what? Sarah lies about laughing, but come on, 
who's fooling who? The Lord “busts” Sarah on her lie.  The 
three men set out toward Sodom, and Abraham walks with 
them as he says goodbye.  

Sarah Gives Birth and Hagar Gets the 
Boot 

Sure enough, Sarah gets pregnant and gives birth to a 
son.  That's right—the 90-year-old lady had a baby. The 
narrator emphasizes that this is in accordance with what 
the LORD has been saying all along (remember 15:5; 
17:16-19; 18:10?) 

Abraham names his son Isaac, which in Hebrew means 
"one who laughs." He did make his parents laugh quite a 
bit before he was born…and after we imagine… 

Abraham circumcises Isaac when he's eight days old—as 
per his agreement with God—and he celebrates Isaac's 
weaning with a party.  
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Sarah sees Ishmael, who is not named here, but called, 
"the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham" (21:9 NRSV). These epithets in the place of the 
name help us get why Sarah is so upset.  

Ishmael is "playing" (21:9 NRSV) or "mocking" (KJV) or 
simply "laughing." The real point is that the verb used is 
formed from the same root as Isaac's name and means, 
"to laugh." 

Sarah tells Abraham to eject "this slave girl with her son" 
(21:10 NRSV). Still no proper names being used. 

God tells Abraham to listen to Sarah and not to worry.  

Abraham sends Hagar away, and she and Ishmael 
wander through the wilderness of Beersheba.  

The water Abraham gave them doesn't go very far, and 
they soon run out. Hagar is worried and "casts" Ishmael 
under a bush (21:15). 

But God's messenger comes to comfort Hagar: Ishmael's 
descendants will be a great nation.  

Suddenly, God opens Hagar's eyes, and she sees a well 
of water and gives Ishmael a drink. 

And guess what? Ishmael gets married and does just fine. 

One last thing: Abraham and Abimelech make treaties. Of 
particular importance is “a well.” 

http://www.miamiartmuseum.org/images/segal.jpg
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Sarah's Funeral 
Sarah is 127 years old when she dies at Hebron.  

Abraham is sad and mournful for a while, but he has to 
negotiate a place for Sarah's burial. Since Abraham is an 
immigrant, a sojourner, an illegal alien, it's not as easy as 
it sounds.  

He buys a cave at Machpelah and sort of gets ripped off. 
Oh well, he can bury his wife there now. So what kind of 
mother was Sara…and look at everything she was forced 
to endure…no wonder women are stronger than men! 

Rebekah 
(Rebecca means “to bind, tie, trap or snare) 

Found in the Bible: Genesis 26-27 
 
Rebekah had twin boys named Esau and Jacob. Her 
husband was Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah. 
Rebekah’s two boys could not have been more different. 
Esau was a hunter and great outdoorsman. Jacob 
preferred to stay at home and be close to his mother, he 
liked to read books and do handiwork. Their personalities 
endeared the boys to their parents in different ways. 
Rebekah showed great favor to Jacob while Isaac 
preferred Esau. Rebekah taught Jacob to cook in a way 
that pleased everyone in the family. Unfortunately she 
tried using her love for Jacob to manipulate God and His 
purposes for the family… 
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Rebecca could be a sneaky one alright, but what kind of a 
mother was she…you figure it out! 
 

Identity Theft 
Isaac's life is very similar to his father Abraham's.  

He, too, leaves Canaan to escape “a famine,” makes a 
covenant with God, tries to pull “the old sister-wife switch,” 
gets super rich, cuts a deal with Abimelech, and argues 
over wells.  But this guy can at least make a deal! 

Fast forward.  

Isaac is “old” and his “vision” is going…it probably was 
those darn cataracts!   He calls for Esau and wants to 
bless him after Esau hunts and grills up some meat for 
him.  Getting your father’s blessing was a big thing.  There 
is only one blessing to get, so if you are the chosen one, it 
is a big deal… 

But… 

“Rebekah” overhears the whole conversation and reports 
the details to Jacob. Of course, she does, she wants her 
boy, her favorite to be the one to get the blessing… 

When it comes to playing favorites and favoritism they are 
split right down the middle.  Rebekah is not going to lose 
this one, she doesn’t like losing, she is a WINNER, “eye of 
the tiger,” “Eye of the Tiger!”  She’s got this! 
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Mom is about to approve of everything that is going down! 
But more than that, she is going to do a little behind the 
scenes manipulation… 

She urges Jacob to do it himself so that he might acquire 
the blessing. Isaac won't know the difference. He's blind.  

Scandalous!  Her boy will be on top!  He will be the 
winner.  Esau, will be the loser!  Old Isaac will also be 
seen as a loser, blessing the wrong child!  But Rebekah, 
the loving wife, will be forever seen as being crafty, smart, 
quick and looking out for her own best interest and that of 
her favorite son!  Ick! 

She dresses Jacob up in his brother's clothes and puts 
some animal fur on his hands and back…so that he is 
hairy! Then she hands Jacob the food. Go, get along, go 
with you now!  Feed him.  Talk to him. Lie to him, get the 
dang blessing…it’s all on you, now.  You’ve got this!  
Show time!  Go! 

Jacob goes to his “old, near-sighted dad” and commits 
what we would today call “identity theft” by pretending to 
be Esau.   He get to credit line, but he does get the much 
sought after blessing… 

Isaac eats and downs some wine. OK, maybe a lot of 
wine!  Then Isaac kisses Jacob, and notices that he smells 
like Esau (Jacob is wearing his clothes, after all). 

Finally, Isaac reaches out his hand, lays it on the head of 
what he thinks is “his” favorite son, Esau and mistaking-ly 
gives Jacob his blessing.  Oops!  Major oops! 
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Success!  Academy Award Winning Performance!  The 
award for the best character in a “bro-swapping 
performance” goes to Jacob ben Isaac. 

Then “tornado-like confusion” ensues when Esau returns 
from his hunt…poor Esau, and yet, he takes it all in his 
stride and doesn’t seem to be upset by any of it…blessing, 
schmessing…who cares? 

 Isaac and Esau realize what Jacob did, and Esau's none 
too happy about it…but yet, he can live with us…  

Rebekah overhears Esau plotting to kill Jacob and tells 
Jacob to take off and go hang out with the extended family 
in Haran, Iraq. So, Mom intervenes again… 

Mom against Esau, Mom against Isaac…but Mom 
definitely pulling the strings hoping for a successful 
favorite son! 

So, what kind of a mother was Rebekah? 

First Abraham, Then Isaac, Now Jacob 
Isaac blesses Jacob, then prohibits him from marrying a 
foreign woman. This negative attitude toward marriage 
with foreigners is pretty typical in Genesis. Instead, 
Jacob's supposed to marry a woman from Rebekah's 
family.  

Isaac says that the Lord will help Jacob have lots of 
babies, and adds that Jacob is the heir to Abraham's 
promise. 
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How's that for continuity? 

That means he will possess “the land of Canaan” just like 
God promised to Abraham. 

One day, when Jacob is on his way to the house of his 
uncle Laban), Esau overhears Isaac's order to Jacob not 
to marry a foreign wife.  I tell you, in this family there is no 
such thing as a private conversation.  Everyone is listening 
in on everybody else’s private conversations.  You don’t 
have to worry about BIG BROTHER listening in – but 
rather, those of your own household! Jeesh! 

So Esau up and marries Ishmael's daughter Mahalath and 
with “some other wives.” 

On his way to his uncle Laban's place, Jacob stopped off 
at the nearest Home Depot.  He was wowed by what he 
found.  He could have spent hours in that store…going up 
one aisle and down the next.  It was like being in heaven.  
He thought it was the coolest store in the whole universe.  
His favorite aisle had all the ladders in it.  Jacob could not 
believe how many different types of ladders there were for 
purchase.  So, he got out his pocket pen and his pack of 
pink stickies and he started writing down the different 
ladders that he saw. 

Did you know there are actually wooden ladders, 
fiberglass ladders, aluminum ladders and fixed steel 
ladders?  It was amazing. 

Jacob saw with his own eyes: extension ladders, a little-
giant-ladder system, a narrow aisle ladder, step ladders, 



P a g e  | 30 
 

step-stools, platform ladders, multipurpose ladders, attic 
ladders, flexible ladders and fire escape ladders…but that 
wasn’t all… 

Ladders came in all shapes and sizes…did you know you 
could purchase a 4 foot ladder, a six foot ladder, a 8 foot 
ladder, a 10 foot ladder, a 17 foot ladder, a 21 foot ladder 
and a 25 foot ladder.  It was cool.  He didn’t know how he 
would ever carry one all the way to Iraq, but he definitely 
enjoyed looking at them… 

Jacob loved Home Depot!  But the whole experience tired 
him out, as well… 

It seemed with each and every step he only grew more 
weary… 

Finally, Jacob stopped for the night. He uses a stone for a 
pillow and falls fast asleep. 

Now it's gets trippy.  

Magic mushrooms must have been growing wild in that 
region.  And Jacob must have thought what the heck!  
What harm can a few of them do?  Besides that most 
people like mushrooms smothered over their steak, and 
Jacob was one of them…so he indulged!  Yum!  Far out, 
man!  Check out those stars…the next thing he knew he 
was sound asleep and cutting massive amounts of Z’s. 

He dreams about “some kind of ladder,” “stairway,” or 
“ramp,” which rises all the way to heaven…that’s how he 
knew he wasn’t in Home Depot anymore.   Yep, it's a 
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stairway to heaven. (Remember the song?  Are you 
singing it in your head?) 

"Stairway to Heaven" is a song by the 
English rock band Led Zeppelin, released in late 
1971BCE. It was composed by guitarist Jimmy Page and 
vocalist Robert Plant for the band's untitled fourth studio 
album(often called Led Zeppelin IV). It is often referred to 
as one of the greatest rock songs of all time.  

Still in the dream, messengers of God are going “up and 
down the stairway.”  Poor Jacob couldn’t see what kind of 
ladder it actually was…  

Then it gets even better: the deity appears to Jacob and 
tells him that land of Canaan will be all his. Muahaha.  

Jacob re-names the place Bethel, which means "house of 
God."  

Unlike Abraham and Isaac, who are quiet after God makes 
big promises, Jacob presses the Lord for more. He more 
or less says, "I'll tell you what, big dog: if you do all you 
promised, plus throw in some food and clothes, and a 
fiberglass ladder, then I'll worship you as my God right 
here in Bethel. I'll even throw in 10% of my earnings." 

But he didn’t stay there, because he was on his way to 
Rebekah’s family…he was looking for his help-mate…and 
there is no help-mate like one from within the family! 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHFxncb1gRY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Led_Zeppelin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Led_Zeppelin_IV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Led_Zeppelin_IV
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Rachel 
(Rachel means “ewe”) 

Found In The Bible: Genesis 29-35 
 
Jacob’s two wives were sisters, Leah and Rachel.  
 
Rachel was the younger of the two and seemed to have to 
compete with Leah in many ways. Though her sister Leah 
had 3 times as many children as she did, Rachel gave to 
Jacob his two favorite children, Joseph and Benjamin.  
 
We don’t know much about Rachel as a mother, but she 
took great pride in being able to bear children for her 
husband.  
 

Rachel is first mentioned in the Hebrew Bible in Genesis 
29 when Jacob happens upon her as she is about to water 
her father's flock.  
 
She was the second daughter of Laban, Rebekah’s 
brother, making Jacob her first cousin.  See it really was 
all in the family! 
 
This gets a little bit confusing and you may need a 
scorecard, but Rachel was a Biblical figure, the favorite 
of Jacob's two wives, and the mother of Joseph and 
Benjamin, two of the twelve progenitors of the tribes 
of Israel.  
Rachel's father was Laban.  

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/jacob-and-rachel-a-bible-love-story/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Laban&filters=sid%3a9e442dee-c42a-3696-bab0-18cc3c3aa2d0&form=ENTLNK
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wife
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_(Hebrew_Bible)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tribes_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tribes_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laban_(Bible)
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Her older sister was Leah, Jacob's first wife. Her aunt 
Rebekah was Jacob's mother.  Oh, the biblical story… 
Jacob had traveled a great distance to find Laban.  
Rebekah had sent him there to be safe from his furious 
twin brother, Esau.  
During Jacob's stay, he fell in love with Rachel and agreed 
to work seven years for Laban in return for her hand in 
marriage. On the night of the wedding, the bride was 
veiled and Jacob did not notice that Leah, Rachel's older 
sister, had been substituted for Rachel.  
Whereas "Rachel was lovely in form and beautiful", "Leah 
had tender eyes". Later Jacob confronted Laban, who 
excused his own deception by insisting that the older 
sister should marry first. He assured Jacob that after his 
wedding week was finished, he could take Rachel as a 
wife as well, and work another seven years as payment for 
her. When God "saw that Leah was unloved, he opened 
her womb" and she gave birth to four sons.  
Rachel, like Sarah and Rebecca, remained unable to 
conceive.  
"The infertility of the matriarchs has two effects: it 
heightens the drama of the birth of the eventual son, 
marking Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph as special; and it 
emphasizes that pregnancy is an act of God."  
Rachel became jealous of Leah and gave Jacob her 
maidservant, Bilhah, to be a surrogate mother for her. 
Bilhah  gave birth to two sons that Rachel named and 
raised (Dan and Naphtali).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebekah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_(son_of_Jacob)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilhah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_(biblical_figure)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naphtali
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Leah responds by offering her handmaid Zilpah to Jacob, 
and names and raises the two sons (Gad and Asher) that 
Zilpah bears. According to some commentaries, Bilhah 
and Zilpah are actually half-sisters of Leah and Rachel. 
YIKES!!!!!! 
After Leah conceived again, Rachel was finally blessed 
with a son, Joseph, who would become Jacob's favorite 
child. 
My head hurts. 
Rachel's son Joseph was destined to be the leader of 
Israel's tribes between exile and nationhood. This role is 
exemplified in the Biblical story of Joseph, who prepared 
the way in Egypt for his family's exile there.  
After Joseph's birth, Jacob decided to return to the land of 
Canaan with his family.  
Fearing that Laban would deter him, he fled with his two 
wives, Leah and Rachel, and twelve children without 
informing his father-in-law. Laban pursued him and 
accused him of “stealing his idols.” Indeed, Rachel had 
taken “her father's idols,” (he was a maker of the gods – in 
idol form) hidden them inside her camel's seat cushion, 
and sat upon them. Laban had neglected to give his 
daughters their inheritance.  So perhaps, Rachel was 
getting even, or getting her fair share! 
Not knowing that the idols were in his wife's possession, 
Jacob pronounced a curse on whoever had them: "With 
whoever you will find your gods, he will not live." 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zilpah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gad_(son_of_Jacob)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_(son_of_Jacob)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_(Hebrew_Bible)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canaan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teraphim
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Laban proceeded to search the tents of Jacob and his 
wives, but when he came to Rachel's tent, she told her 
father, "Let not my lord be angered that I cannot rise up 
before you, for the way of women is upon me." (Yep, she 
was sitting in the RED TENT) and everything in there was 
considered to be “unclean.”  Laban left her alone, but the 
curse Jacob had pronounced came true shortly thereafter. 
Near Ephrath, Rachel went into a difficult labor with her 
second son, Benjamin. The midwife told her in the middle 
of the birth that her child was a boy. Before she died, 
Rachel named her son Ben Oni ("son of my mourning"), 
but Jacob called him Ben Yamin (Benjamin). Rashi 
explains that Ben Yamin either means "son of the right" 
(i.e., "south"), since Benjamin was the only one of Jacob's 
sons born in Canaan, which is to the south of Paddan 
Aram; or it could mean "son of my days", as Benjamin was 
born in Jacob's old age.  
Rachel was buried on the road to Efrat, just outside 
Bethlehem, and not in the ancestral tomb at Machpelah.  
Today a site “claimed to be Rachel's Tomb,” located 
between Bethlehem and the Israeli settlement of Gilo, is 
visited by tens of thousands of visitors each year.  
Rachel's tomb is said to be in the ancient city of Zelzah in 
the land of the Tribe of Benjamin (First Book of Samuel, 
chapter 10, v. 2).  
 
We never are told about what happened to those idols or 
how much Jacob sold them for once he was back home!  
Of, course, I would like to know… 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephrath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Childbirth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Oni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paddan_Aram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paddan_Aram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efrat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlehem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machpelah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rachel%27s_Tomb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlehem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_settlement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tribe_of_Benjamin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Samuel
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Jacob and His Ladies 
(Now my take on it!) 

Jacob is heading east when he runs into some shepherds 
at a well. 

The narrator emphasizes the “big stone at the mouth of 
the well.” The shepherds there roll it away every day to 
water the sheep.  

Then Rachel arrives to water her sheep. “Cue spotlight.”  
Bring up the soft romantic music… 

Jacob removes the stone all by himself. Who is this guy, 
Hercules? Next attempt at a “pick-up”: Jacob waters his 
uncle's sheep “for Rachel.” 

Hey babe!  Let me do it.  

And then, the big moment: he kisses Rachel (no tongue) 
and weeps. Yeah, he's strong and sensitive. Don't get too 
excited, it's just a hello kiss, European style.  But the tears 
are real…and not crocodile tears. 

He has a new family…seeing as the one he left, wasn’t 
exactly pleased with him… 

Rachel tells Laban that Jacob has shown up, and Laban is 
psyched. He runs to welcome him and calls him "my bone 
and my flesh." Remember what he got the last time these 
distant relatives visited him (recall 24:53)?  Stop and 
check it out, you know you want to… 

https://www.shmoop.com/heracles-hercules/
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Jacob stays with Laban for a month and then tells him that 
he'll work for seven years for Rachel's hand in marriage. 
Fast forward seven years. (Hey, why draw it out?)  Laban 
throws a big wedding party, but afterwards, Laban delivers 
Leah into Jacob’s tent. Of course, Jacob thinks its Rachel, 
and they have sex.  

Oops!  I bet it was unprotected sex, too!  Shame on 
them…oh what a tangled web we weave when first we 
practice to deceive…and deceived him was… 

In the morning Jacob realizes its Leah, uh-oh and not 
Rachel, and he confronts Laban about the deception.  

Laban points out that it's not the regional custom to marry 
off a younger sibling when the older is available.  

He offers the same terms for Rachel, but he can marry her 
before the seven years of service are up. Jacob takes the 
deal…stupid boy that he is…but it beats going home and 
facing his brother ESAU who probably still wants him 
dead!  

God makes Leah fertile because she is so unloved by 
Jacob, while Rachel is left barren. Guess he's just trying to 
even the playing field. With some pinch-hitting from their 
midwives, the final score is: Leah 8, Rachel 3. Of course, 
daughters don't count.  BOO!!!!!!! 

Jacob asks Laban to pay him with all of the speckled 
goats. He leaves out the fact that he's devised a way for 
the flocks to produce more speckled goats than not. Can 
you say embezzlement? 
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The Lord commands Jacob to return to the place of his 
birth, so with everyone in agreement, Jacob packs up the 
family and the property…and splits  

While Laban's shearing his flocks, Rachel steals all of his 
household idols. And just like that, Jacob takes off. 

Laban tries to go after him, but God intervenes via a 
dream and warns Laban to lay off or watch out.  Laban 
catches up with Jacob anyway, and after some idol-hiding, 
he and Jacob make a pact.  Jacob is moving closer to his 
homeland and he finally settles where he sees angels of 
God. 

At this point, Jacob sends messengers to Esau, trying to 
make amends.  

Esau receives the message and sends word that he and 
400 of his men will meet with Jacob. Uh-oh, more trouble 
ahead! 

 
400 men? That’s like a mini army!!!!  Yowza. Jacob 
panics. He thinks Esau is going to kick his butt. Don't 
forget that that Esau was plotting to kill Jacob before he 
left. So Jacob prays to God for protection.  

While it's still night, Jacob escorts his family across the 
Jabbok river.  

Then he stays on the other side alone, where he wrestles 
with a "man" until daybreak.  
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The man then changes Jacob's name to Israel, which 
means something like "striving with God," as the narrator 
is sure to mention.  The next morning, Jacob sees Esau 
coming with his posse of 400 men. It's the moment of 
truth.  And… here's where we all breathe a big sigh of 
relief. Esau's not going to slaughter Jacob. Phew. 

And he is actually happy to meet his new and extended  
family!  Jacob wins out again!  But what kind of a woman 
in Rachel?  What kind of a woman?  What kind of a 
mother? 

And who lets her husband sleep with her sister and with 
her two half sisters?  This is one amazing family I tell 
you…and they all moved to Kentucky and Tennessee and 
lived happily ever after. 

Jochebed 
(Jochebed means “God’s Glory) 

 

Found in the Bible: Exodus 1-2 
 
One of the bravest mothers in the Bible was the mother of 
Moses. Her name was Jochebed. Most people do not 
know that…and just overlook it.   
 
Though ordered by the Pharaoh to murder her baby boy at 
birth, she hid him away as long as she could. When he 
was a little older she made a small boat for him and 
placed him in the river.  
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God directed the small ark and baby Moses to the 
Pharaoh’s daughter.  
 
The ruler’s daughter took up baby Moses as her own child, 
but hired Jochebed to nurse the baby.  
 
Jochebed apparently taught Moses many things in the 
time she was with him. Moses knew clearly who he was in 
relation to the Egyptians and Hebrews. Jochebed 
apparently taught Moses about God. 
 

 

So It Begins  
Remember Jacob and Joseph from Genesis? They're 
back. And boy, did they have a lot of kids. The whole 
place is "filled" with their offspring.  They really took God at 
his word, when he said, be fruitful and multiply…and 
multiply they did. 7x7=49  10x12=120  70x 
3500x4=980,000 now, we are getting somewhere… 

Notice how the boys get names in the book, but the girls 
don't. Just the way it was back then.  It’s what you would 
expect in a patriarchal society. 

A new god-king Pharaoh rises to power in Egypt. Yep, 
god-king—the Pharaohs in Egypt had “divine power” as 
kings…therefore the pyramids, built in their esteem honor.  

Joseph was around before his time, so Pharaoh doesn't 
really think about the help Joseph gave his predecessor. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_gst-Ryh3g
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/
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Instead, he gets all freaked out about “all these Israelites” 
and thinks they'll turn on the Egyptians if there's a war.  

Sounds familiar, right? It's kind of like the Japanese 
internment during World War II, when the U.S. feared that 
Japanese Americans would help the Japanese during an 
invasion.  We kind of freaked out then… 

So, Pharaoh decides to make the Israelites do “forced 
labor”…i.e., slavery for Egypt in service to their new “uber-
civilization.” Pyramids, anyone? Someone’s gotta build em 
and do all the grunt work…But the Israelites just keep on 
multiplying. Yowza!!!! 

Pharaoh asks two Hebrew midwives, Puah and Shiphrah, 
to kill all the Israelite “male babies.” Remember, power 
lives in this age “with men,” so if there are no Hebrew men 
around, Pharaoh wins…  

One quick historical note:   Ancient Israel is caught 
between two dueling powers, one in Egypt and one in 
Mesopotamia. It's like Connecticut, where you're either a 
Red Sox fan or a Yankees fan depending on where you 
live. That means that technology comes from one or the 
other—like the Egyptian birthing device they're talking 
about in 1:16. A birthstool is kind of like ancient stirrups. 

Back to the story… The midwives lie to Pharaoh about 
killing babies and God rewards them for preserving life. 

Pharaoh gets “super annoyed” and orders “all Egyptians” 
to kill newborn Israelite boys.  

https://www.shmoop.com/wwii/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1449803/
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Life of Moses: The Early Years 
Funny how condensed the Bible can be when it wants to. 

Modern retellings of Exodus (like The Prince of Egypt) 
focus a lot on Moses' early years. The actual text, though, 
only gives this period of Moses' life one measly chapter.  

He goes from birth to married in a mere 25 verses. Keep 
your eyes on this guy.  So here's how it goes down. 

A boy is born to a Levite Hebrew woman who hides him 
for three months—remembers the whole kill-the-firstborn 
thing? 

Then she puts him in a basket in the reeds of the Nile, and 
asks Miriam (the boy's sister) to keep an eye on him. 

Meanwhile, Pharaoh's daughter is taking a bath in the 
river. She finds the baby and thinks he's cute. She wants 
to keep him after recognizing that he must be one of these 
Hebrew boys.  

Conveniently, Miriam shows up and says, "I can find you a 
woman to breast feed this kid!" So Miriam runs and gets 
the baby's mother to do the job.  The mother’s name just 
happens to be Jochebed. 

According to the Torah, Jochebed was a daughter of Levi 
and mother of Aaron, Miriam and Moses. She was the wife 
of Amram as well as his aunt.  

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120794/
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No details are given concerning her life. According to 
Jewish legend, Jochebed is buried in the Tomb of the 
Matriarchs, in Tiberias. She is praised for her faith in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. 

The kid grows up past breastfeeding age, and Pharaoh's 
daughter takes him as her son. She calls him Moshe, 
which means "I took him from the water." Moses is an 
Egyptian name, incidentally…meaning to lead out, draw 
out or pull out… 

Moses grows up knowing he's a Hebrew in Pharaoh's 
household. One day, he goes for a jaunty stroll to see his 
Hebrew brethren and sees an Egyptian beating a Hebrew. 
He makes sure no one's around, kills the Egyptian, and 
leaves. 

A quick note: "Hebrews" and "Israelites" mean the same 
thing. "Hebrews" comes from the word for the Hebrew 
language, and "Israelites" comes from Israel, the land of 
the Israelites. Today, an equivalent of this might be 
"English-speaker" versus "American" or "British"; but for 
our purposes, "Hebrews" and "Israelites" refer to the same 
group of people.  

Later, Moses sees two Hebrews fighting and breaks it up. 
The Hebrew yells, "Who made you a judge and ruler over 
us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?" 
(2:14) 

Moses freaks out and runs away. Pharaoh finds out.  



P a g e  | 44 
 

Moses settles in Midian and helps out some Midian 
women trying to tend their father Reuel's flock. The 
women tell Reuel about the help Moshe gave them, and 
Reuel gives Moshe one of his daughters, Zipporah as a 
thank you. Yeah, nice! 

They have a son and name him Gershom. Pharaoh dies.  

God is still around—he remembers his covenant with the 
Israelites and hears their cries.  I tell you, things move 
quickly in the biblical account… 

So what kind of a mother was Jochebed and what should 
she be remembered for?  What comes to your mind? 

 
Naomi 

(Naomi means “pleasant”) 

 

Found in the Bible: Ruth 1-4 
 
Naomi is best known as the mother-in-law to Ruth. She 
had two sons. The family moved away from Bethlehem to 
Moab. Naomi’s two boys married Moabite women. Her 
husband and sons died leaving Naomi with her two 
daughters-in-law. Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem. 
Her daughter-in-law Ruth followed her. Naomi had taught 
Ruth enough “about God and his people” that Ruth wanted 
to make Naomi’s God her own personal God if he would 
indeed have her... 
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She was a young widowed woman living in a foreign land 
with no man to protect her, just her mother-in-law, they 
were two strong forces against what could be a very cruel 
world toward women… 
 

In the Beginning… 
Our story begins around the time that all that good 
stuff in the Book of Judges is happening. Mostly, 
judging and things like that… 

We meet “a nice Jewish family” who live in Bethlehem 
in Judah: a guy named Elimelech, his wife Naomi, 
and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. They're the 
perfect little pre-nuclear nuclear family.  Mom, dad 
and the two boys… 

But all is not “picket fences” for Elimelech and 
company. A famine hits Bethlehem and the family is 
forced to hightail it out of there. Just an fyi, it sure 
seems like there are a lot of Biblical famines…they 
must have happened – like – all the time! 

They wander over to “Moab-the land of the Moabites!” 
where they have a bite to eat, settle in, and get 
acquainted with the locals.  

Yep, they sure do “get cozy, that is.” The two sons 
marry two nice “Moabite girls,” Orpah and Ruth…  For 
the record this is against everything that the prophets 
have spoken about for eons… Talk about "getting 
acquainted."  They certainly did that, and then some!  

http://www.bibleplaces.com/bethlehem.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/moab.htm
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And for the record again, it was ORPAH not OPRAH, 
(as in Winfrey) if it were Oprah…there would not have 
been a problem, even living in a foreign land…they 
could have just taken her private jet to any place they 
wanted or taken one of her yachts out for a spin…or 
called for a Lfyt to take them anywhere they wanted to 
go. 

Later, Elimelech dies and Naomi is left with only her 
two sons and her two foreign daughters-in-law. Oh, 
that's sad.  But at least she has her boys to care for 
her… 

Then, after the family has been there about ten years 
in total, both Naomi's sons die, too!  Yikes! Okay, 
we're gonna need some tissues, thanks.  This is not a 
good thing…now we have three women living 
together with no man for protection!  Unheard of!!!!! 

The huge bummer of all this is that neither Mahlon or 
Chilion had any kids with their wives, so Naomi can't 
even fill her days with the spoiling of grandkids. She's 
pretty much miserable.  And they didn’t even have 
wifi! 

Stuck on Each Other 
Since the famine in Bethlehem also happens to be 
over around this time, (of course it is) Naomi decides 
to make her way back to Judah. Her daughters-in-law, 
Orpah and Ruth, pack up their suitcases to join her, 
too. 
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But, Naomi begs the women not to follow her. She 
can't provide for them (no men around means no way 
to earn money)…well except for you know, but Naomi 
was a little old for such foolishness. 

She tells them to head back to their mothers' houses. 
There they'll be able to find some nice husbands to 
support and look after them. Maybe they'll even go on 
to star in their own reality show, “The Real Widow 
Housewives of Moab.”  

By now, everyone is crying.  

Naomi kisses the girls and wishes them well, but they 
refuse to turn back. They beg to go with her to Judah. 

But Naomi won't give in even though it's clear she 
loves both women (she calls them her "daughters"). 

So Naomi lays it all on the line. There's no use in 
going with her. It's not like she can provide Orpah and 
Ruth with more husbands.  

She's too old to get another hubby and too old to have 
more sons. At this stage in her life she could honestly 
say, she wasn’t washing anybodies dirty underwear 
but her own!  Even if she did, would the girls want to 
wait until those babies were old enough to marry? 
What will they have if they keep following her? 
Nothing—that's what. 

Orpah is pretty sad, but she's finally convinced.  
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She takes her mother-in-law's advice and turns back 
to mentally start making second wedding plans. 
Peace out, Orpah.  And, away she goes….Ruth isn't 
giving up though. 

She pledges to follow Naomi wherever she goes. In a 
lovely bit of Oriental – Middle Eastern poetry Ruth 
tells her "your people shall be my people, and your 
God my God. Where you die, I will die—there will I be 
buried." Wow, Naomi must have been some mother-
in-law…or she baked some really–really good 
cookies! 

Now that Ruth has agreed to throw off her “religion 
and cultural identity” and become a Jew actually 
called a (proselyte)living in Judah, Naomi lets her tag 
along.  

It's no use arguing with someone that stubborn. So, 
how stubborn are you? 

 
Bethlehem, Sweet Bethlehem 

Back in Judah, Naomi's arrival after ten years being 
gone is big news. The gossip mill starts churning 
instantly—Naomi's back in town!  What happened to 
her husband?  What happened to her first born son?   
What happened to her second born son?  And “who in 
the heck” is this foreigner? 
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But, Naomi warns them not to call her by that name 
anymore. She tells them to address her as “Mara” 
(which means "bitter") because God has really dealt 
her “a crappy hand? in life. We hear you, sister! 

The famine is clearly last decade's news, because 
“the barley harvest” is about to begin in Bethlehem. 
Foreshadowing, anyone? 

 
Field of Gleans 

(Wasn’t that a movie about baseball fields of barley?) 

So everyone is miserable and no one has a husband. 
Full steam ahead to “Downer-town.”  Recalculating… 

Well, it just so happens that Elimelech has a male 
relative in town named Boaz.  

Boaz is “well known” and “really rich” and has “an 
awesome name” and he doesn’t look too shabby in 
his loin cloth either! We're also guessing he's not just 
handsome, either.  He is probably smart, well 
educated…and can speak in full sentences… Think 
ancient George Clooney. 

Ruth tells Naomi she's gonna go to the “barley fields” 
and try to “glean” some ears of grain. That just means 
that she's going to gather some of the barley that's left 
over and left behind after the workers harvest it. 
 

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/foreshadowing.html
https://www.shmoop.com/pride-and-prejudice/fitzwilliam-darcy.html
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It's a form of charity for really poor people, like widows 
and orphans or for the foreigners in the area which 
Naomi and Ruth definitely are…they were supposed 
to leave like 10 % of the field for the poor in the 
land… 

Ruth was going to get her share of the goods… 

“Coincidence of coincidences,” she just so happens to 
pick the part of the field that Boaz owns. What are the 
chances? 

Naturally, Boaz “just happens along” at this very 
moment. 

Hey, who's that girl? He wonders to one of his 
servants, with an outside voice…. Ruth must have 
been a bit of “a looker herself”...nothing to sneeze 
at… 

The servant explains how Ruth left her home and 
family so she could stick by Naomi when the going 
got tough. The girl is good people.  Of course, she 
peaks Boaz’s interest… 

The Meet-Cute 
Boaz goes over to Ruth and offers her all kinds of 
“gleaning perks.”  She's more than welcome to hang 
out in his fields all season (she won't have to go from 
property to property) and drink from the same water 
the workers do.  
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Oh, and he's also told the harvesters not to bother 
her. So, no catcalling, guys.  No whistling…   
no wisecracks…  no nothing… 

Ruth is so grateful, she literally throws herself on the 
ground in front of him. She wants to know “why” Boaz 
is being so kind to her.  

After all, she is “just a foreigner,” right? 

Boaz explains that he knows all about her devotion to 
Naomi and how she left Moab and all her family and 
friends to come to Judah with her mother-in-law.  

He tells Ruth that he hopes God will take her under 
his wing since she's devoted herself “to him” and his 
people. Ruth was obviously a god-fearer.  A good 
god-fearer and not at all, hard on the eyes, either… 

Yep, this guy's a keeper. 

Later, when it's time to eat, Boaz tells Ruth to go 
ahead and “eat with him” and his workers. She stuffs 
herself full of bread and wine (she's poor and hungry, 
remember?).  She also had a bunch of baggies in her 
purse, which she filled so full, she could hardly close 
them… 

When Ruth leaves to go glean some more (she been 
at this all day; the girl is determined),  
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Boaz tells his workers that she is allowed to take the 
non-charity grain and that they should help her by 
leaving some nice barley stalks lying around for her to 
pick up. We think “someone's got a crush.” 

Things Are Looking Up 
Ruth comes back home that evening with three or 
four boatloads full of barley. 

Naomi eats and wonders where Ruth worked. 

Obviously, someone “really nice” has got his eye on 
her and Naomi wants to know who “the lucky boy is.” 

Ruth tells her she set up shop in Boaz's field and 
Naomi instantly recognizes him as one of her dead 
husband's relatives. Yay for family! 

Naomi encourages Ruth to keep going back to Boaz's 
field (duh).  

And the wheels in Naomi's head are starting to turn. 

 

To Catch a Husband 
Naomi tells Ruth that she "needs to seek some 
security for[her." Naturally, she means that she wants 
to try to secure Ruth “a rich husband.” 

So she hatches a plan for Ruth “to snag Boaz.” 
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Who says women are plotting and scheming? 

She tells her daughter-in-law to pretty herself up 
("wash and anoint yourself, and put on your best 
clothes") and go visit Boaz, who will be sleeping on 
the threshing floor that night, guarding the barley that 
was harvested at the end of the day.  

When Ruth sees Boaz lie down, she's supposed to go 
lay “by his feet”. Today, no one really knows what this 
means, but we're guessing it's meant to be a little 
sexy. Wink, wink. 

What Happens on the Threshing Floor 
Stays on the Threshing Floor 

Ruth agrees and heads out to lie with Boaz. In the 
biblical sense. Literally.  I mean, really literally. 

She sees him eat dinner and start to snooze on the 
threshing floor, and then she “sneaks over,” uncovers 
his feet, and lies down. Comfy.  She lights a stinky 
candle.  Sprays his sandals with stink-be-gone.  
Sprays perfume all around the tent…and then, sighs 
very LOUDLY. 

At around midnight, Boaz wakes up and is pretty 
much like, “What the what?” 

Ruth identifies herself and tells him to "spread his 
cloak" over her because he's her next-of-kin.  
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In other words, Boaz is family, so if he likes it, he 
should put a ring on it. 

Boaz seems pretty psyched about it.  

He tells her that she's clearly “a super loyal lady” 
because she's come to him a family member instead 
of going after some young, handsome stud for a 
husband. He knows she's a "worthy woman." In other 
words, our girl Ruth “is a catch.”  Catcher in the 
Barley… 

So, Boaz and Ruth live happily-ever-after, right?  

But not, so fast… 

Let's Meet Bachelor #2 
Boaz tells that he's a relative all right, but he's not “the 
closest relative to her late husband.” There's another 
guy running around town who has “more of a claim to 
her” than he does.  Ruth said, “Shut up!” 

Boaz says that Ruth should hang out for the night 
(wink, wink) and in the morning he'll go see this guy 
and check in with him…and buy her breakfast at the 
local Denny’s/  

Seriously, dude? That's like Edward asking Jacob if 
he'd rather marry Bella.  (That’s a Breaking Dawn 
reference, in case, you didn’t get it!) 
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Come on, you guys are supposed to be “up” on stuff 
like the “Twilight Series” – remember I am the one 
that still doesn’t have cable… 

Think vampires…and young lovers…and 
controversy…no huh?  Well, I tried… 

If this random dude isn't willing to marry her then 
Boaz totally will. How… romantic?  Really??? 

Ruth "lay at his feet until morning" and leaves before 
the sun comes up (since Boaz is a little bit concerned 
about someone seeing her there and stirring up a 
scandal). 

 He does give her a bunch of barley to take back with 
her. That's almost better than a dozen roses, right?  

She's Engaged! Sort Of… 
Ruth does the walk of shame (kind of) back home 
sans the cone on her head that Moriah once wore 
following her surgery... 

There, Naomi instantly wants to know what's up. Did 
her “super sexy husband-snaring plan work?” 

Sort of, Ruth explains.  

Naomi seems satisfied and the women settle in to 
wait and hear who Ruth with marry—an “unnamed 
guy” who she has never met or Boaz McDreamy. 

I tell ya, this stuff makes great TV. 
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The Land or the Lady? 
Sure enough, Boaz goes out to find the “potential 
husband” first thing in the morning. 

 He heads into the city and finds the guy at the gate.  

Boaz arranges for the man to come talk with him and 
ten elders in the city. This is “serious business.” 

He tells the other kinsman that Naomi is looking to 
sell some land that belonged to her husband (oh, 
does Naomi own land? This is the first we're hearing 
of it). 

Boaz lets him know that he can buy the property, but 
if he's not interested then Boaz is next in line.  

Your call, dude.  It is up to you! 

The guy says, Sure, I've been looking to get into real 
estate. Ah, but this deal comes with some baggage. 

If he decides to buy the property he also gets Ruth as 
his wife.  

He'll also have to get her pregnant with a child that 
will be raised as dead-husband Mahlon's.  

Oh, that's quite a bit of baggage. 

Okay, so this deal isn't turning out to be the bargain 
the other man thought it would be. 
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 He turns the whole thing down and tells Boaz to go 
for it… (Much to the happiness of our main man, 
Boaz) 

To seal the deal, one of the guys takes off his sandal 
and gives it to the other. Nice! Who needs paper 
contracts, right? 

Then, Boaz declares that he'll step in. He gets the 
land and he gets the girl. 

All the elders nod in agreement. It's cool with them. 
It's witnessed by ten people, so it is done. They offer 
all kinds of blessings for the newlyweds and wish 
them well. Boaz, you may kiss the bride.  Woo Hoo! 

Weddings and Other Major Life Events 
Ruth and Boaz tie the knot. Swoon. 

Soon, Ruth gets pregnant and has a son.  

Double swoon. 

Naomi is thrilled and realizes that God hasn't totally 
screwed her over. He's given her a grandson and a 
daughter-in-law who's pretty darn awesome (she's 
better "than seven sons" the women in town tell her—
that's pretty high praise). 

Naomi even breast-feeds the baby (don't worry Ruth 
is probably cool with it). The women in town name 
him Obed. 
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The story goes onto say that Obed became the father 
or Jesse who was the father of King David (yeah, that 
King David)!!!!   “THE” king DAVID!  

So little old Ruth…is actually the great-grandmother 
to one of the most awesome, celebrated kings in 
Jewish history. 

 Not bad for a non-Jewish girl from Moab. 

So my fellow students…what kind of mother was 
Naomi?   What kind of a mother-in-law was she?  
What kind of a Jewish woman was she?  What do you 
think? 

Hannah 
(Hannah means “favor or grace”) 

Found in the Bible: 1 Samuel 1-2 
 
Hannah is the mother of Samuel the prophet. He 
became a godly man. While much of his piety can be 
traced back to his growing up in the Temple with Eli 
the priest, we can also see that Samuel’s mother 
Hannah had a great influence on him. Hannah prayed 
for his birth. Before Samuel was born Hannah had 
promised God that she would dedicate him to God. 
She loved God and her son. She visited him yearly at 
the Temple and undoubtedly prayed for him regularly. 
 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/David.html
https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/story-of-hannah-in-the-bible-summary-and-key-verse/
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I (Haven't) Got You Babe 
Once upon a time there was a man named 
Elkanah who had two wives, Peninnah and 
Hannah.  

Nah, Nah, Nah…Nah, Nah, Nah, Hey, Hey, Hey 
Good Bye…Nah, Nah, Nah, Nah, Nah, Nah, Hey, 
Hey, Hey…Good Bye 

I had to!  It was all because of EL-ka-Nah, Penin-
Nah and Han-Nah…it was all their fault!!!! 

While Peninnah could have children, Hannah 
could not. This made Hannah very sad.  

One day, while praying in the temple, Hannah 
makes a vow to God that if he grants her a son, 
she'll give him up in service to the Lord.  

This son will be a Nazerine, which means he won't 
eat anything unclean (no five second rule for him) 
and won't cut his hair. No beer either, beer and 
wine were on the “NO-NO LIST” for Nazarine’s. 

After praying, Hannah and her husband "know 
each other" (that's Bible lingo for doing the dirty, 
bumpin’ uglies, doin’ the parallel pogo, hanky 
panky…I actually found more than 400 
euphemism’s for sexual intercourse on Google, I 
do not advise you googling it!) 
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After their workout… Hannah miraculously 
conceives and gives birth to a son and names him 
Samuel.  

A few years go by and Hannah brings Samuel to 
the temple.  

Hannah tells Eli (the priest) that she has lent 
Samuel to the lord and leaves the young child 
with Eli.  

Samuel, being a child, somehow seems okay with 
this, probably because he can't think coherent 
thoughts yet.  

Given what we know, what mother turns her son 
over to a priest?  Things do change quickly, don’t 
they?  Back in the day, apparently it was still ok… 

A Curse Upon Your House 
Hannah, much like hobbits and dwarves, likes to sing, 
but then, so does Kinga and a lot of folks.  Peggy 
likes to sing, don’t you?  I sing in the shower and in 
the car.   Unlike  me, I bet Hannah sounded good!  
She proclaims a song to the Lord, some parts praise, 
other parts criticism of other people. This is pretty 
much in line with how some people rock in their car.  

Hannah likes to proclaim things in generalities, so it's 
hard to pin down exactly “whom” she's talking about, 
but we can be dang sure of one thing she is gloating 
about having a child… 
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Nah,Nah,Nah…Nah,Nah,Nah, Hey, Hey, 
Hey…goodbye…  

Eli the priest had two sons, Hophni and Phinehas.  

Hophni and Phinehas are what the Bible calls 
scoundrels, i.e. greedy idiots.   They have care and 
concern only for themselves.  The rest be damned! 

These dastardly “sons of anarchy” enjoy taking more 
than their share of the sacrifices and sleeping around 
with lots and lots of women…after all…they were 
sons of the Priest!!!  

Typical kids—always wanting more and more from 
mom and dad.  

As a thank you every year, Hannah knits Eli a new 
Christmas sweater.  

Oops, we mean she makes him a fancy pontifical new 
robe. 

Eli blesses Hannah for bringing Samuel to the Lord 
and because of Hannah's sacrifice, she is honored 
with three sons and two daughters.  

They're lucky and don't have to live at the temple like 
their older bro. Geesh!!!!  She really took this 
dedicating of the first born thing seriously!!!  I still think 
my sister should have been a nun! 
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When Eli goes to confront his sons about their 
corruptness, God blocks up the two sons' ears 
(presumably with wax) because God wants them to 
die.  

A little harsh if you ask us, but hey, who are we to 
argue or to judge?  

Even though Eli attempts to “tame” his sons, the 
Israelites still bring bad reports back to him about their 
behavior. In contrast, everyone seems to really like 
Samuel.  Samuel good, the sons of Eli bad. 

Soon after, “a man of God” comes to visit Eli and 
pronounces a judgment upon Eli's house.  

He claims that no one in Eli's family will live to see old 
age and that both his sons will die in the same day.  

Spoiler alert: 
This happens in Chapter 4! 

 

Yikes!  So what kind of a mother is Hannah?  Weigh 
this out in your mind…was she good or was she 
bad…and what was up with making a robe for the 
Priest?  Hannah never made me a robe  ;-( 
 

 



P a g e  | 63 
 

 
Mary 

(Mary means “star of the sea”) 

 

Found in the Bible: Matthew 1, Luke 1-2 along with 
many other chapters 
 
Mary was given the great privilege of being the mother 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Imagine raising the son of 
God as your child! God chose her for a reason. She 
displayed a godly character and trust in God. She was 
told clearly who her son was. She understood the 
great responsibility God placed on her. She was 
faithful to God’s plan. 
 

Birth of a King 
Jesus is introduced as "the son of David, the son of 
Abraham" (1:1). Remember them? Our good friends 
from the Hebrew Bible. 

Matthew rattles off a long genealogy of Jesus with three 
sets of fourteen generations. Yeah, that's a lot of 
names.  

After the genealogy breakdown, Matthew dives into the 
actual birth of Jesus.  
Don't worry, he leaves out the gory details. 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/trust-the-lord-bible-verses-and-life-application/
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Mary and Joseph are betrothed—that's just a fancy 
word for engaged. We happen to love that word. 

But when Mary finds herself pregnant via the Holy Spirit 
(which would be understood at the time as God's spirit, 
not one-third of the Christian Godhead), Joseph decides 
he should quietly quit her before people find out. 

An angel comes to Joseph in a dream and tells him to 
chill out. Why? Because Mary is pregnant with a son 
who will save people from their sins. Not only does this 
fulfill a prophecy (Matthew quotes Isaiah, for good 
measure) but it also sets the bar pretty high. 

Joseph wakes from his dream a changed man. He takes 
Mary for his wife and doesn't have "marital relations" 
(adult speak for s-e-x) until after Jesus is born. 

The Great Escape 
Some wise men (sometimes called magi) from the east 
see the stars align, and you know what that means. Oh, 
you don't? Well, it means a special baby was born. They 
go to King Herod and ask where the child is.  

Not exactly the best move on their part. See, Herod gets 
crazy jealous and sends the wise men to find the baby 
and report back to him on the child's whereabouts. 
Spoiler alert: it's not so Herod can send a birthday 
present. 

The wise men find baby Jesus and bring a treasure 
chest of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15047a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09527a.htm
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But before they head out, they're warned in a dream not 
to tell Herod where the child is. 

Spooky. 

Once the wise men leave, an angel comes to Joseph 
in—you guessed it—a dream. In this one, Joseph is told 
to pack up and head off to Egypt until further notice. 
Why the rush? Oh, only because Herod is out for blood 
and is looking to kill Jesus. Sound like a valid reason. 

Herod soon realizes that he was stood up by the wise 
men, and he is not happy.  

Since he wasn't told where the child was, he resolves to 
kill all infant boys in Bethlehem who are two years old or 
younger. And yet another prophecy is fulfilled—this 
time, Matthew quotes Jeremiah. 

Finally, Herod dies, and Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are in 
the clear. In yet another dream, God gives them the go-
ahead to return home.  

But instead of going back to Judea, they settle in 
Galilee, which fulfills another prophecy (this is getting 
exhausting), although the source of this one is a bit 
fuzzy. 
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The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent 
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a 
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The 
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 
are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in 
her old age, and she who was said to be unable to 
conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God 
will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your 
word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
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Mary Visits Elizabeth 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the 
hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s 
home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so 
favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who 
has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to 
her!” 

Mary’s Song 
46 And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
For the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has 
lifted up the humble. 
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53 He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and 
then returned home. 

The Birth of Jesus 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This 
was the first census that took place while[e] Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town 
to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He 
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201-2
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11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen 
him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the 
child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given 
him before he was conceived. 

Jesus Presented in the Temple 
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by 
the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  
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23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 
male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who 
was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved 
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about hm. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, 
his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will 
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of 
Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four.  
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She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very 
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the 
child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required 
by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their 
own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God 
was on him. 

The Boy Jesus at the Temple 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the 
Festival of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, 
they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 
43 After the festival was over, while his parents were 
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was 
in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they 
began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 
45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem 
to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard 
him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His 
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like 
this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for 
you.” 
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49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you 
know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was 
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things 
in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man.  
I obviously thought that was important enough for you to 
have a good scriptural read of the Jesus story…now on to 
some fun at 3:33 A.M. why sleep when you can make stuff 
up! 

How It All Goes Down 
 

The life of Jesus starts out pretty well, with awesome 
“birthday presents” from some wise guys who track him 
down by following a star. But thanks to a jealous and 
murderous King Herod, Jesus and company have to flee 
from Judea to Egypt until God gives them “the green light” 
to return home…back to safety!!!! 
Unfortunately, “that never happens.” And instead, Jesus 
and his parents make their home in the Northern district of 
Galilee.  This is considered “hillbilly country” the back 
woods, the out-of-step, backwards folks of Galilee.”  But 
this is just part of the narrative…another writer named 
“Luke” wants to add his two cents worth… 
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These Babies Aren't Just Cute 
You have to be “one ugly Grinch” not to just love little 
babies. Even the most hardened among us will find 
ourselves oozing forth some gooey emotions around these 
little cuties. That's basically how the Gospel of Luke 
opens, with a whole lot of hubbub over a couple of 
babies—John and Jesus—who are cousins. 
In this case, the excitement is higher than usual because 
of some “cool and supernatural circumstances” 
surrounding their conceptions and births. An “otherworldly 
messenger” named Gabriel announces to Zechariah that 
his wife Elizabeth will bear a son in spite of her old age 
and barrenness.  
Then, just to outdo himself, Gabriel tells Mary that she'll 
become the mother of the Son of God, whose "power" will 
"overshadow" her. 
This Gabriel guy was really overworked and probably very 
much underpaid! 
Yowza!!!!  “The Son of God”  Let that sink in for awhile… 
 
Both before and after the babies are born, Elizabeth, 
Mary, and Zechariah, and some shepherds, Simeon and 
Anna, make highly poetic forecasts about the futures of 
these baby boys.  
It turns out that they're both destined to become major 
figures in Israel's history.  
Actually, they'll be helping God fulfill Israel's hopes for 
redemption.  

https://www.shmoop.com/grinch-stole-christmas/
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So yeah, God is “visiting earth,” and these two babies, 
who are still spitting up and wearing diapers, are about to 
lead history into a completely different era. This takes 
“cooing over newborns” to a whole new level. 

Reasons For Another Remake 
Right off the bat, Luke admits that his work is one 
among several attempts to tell the story of Jesus. 
That's right—we're looking at a remake. 

Luke has eye-witnesses and the accounts of 
secondary reporters to help him out. These shore up 
Luke's credentials as a careful researcher, even as 
they underline that he himself is kind of removed from 
the events. 

1:2 is the closest thing to a bibliography we get in 
Luke. He's no smarmy plagiarizer. Though he doesn't 
name drop, we're pretty sure he's talking about the 
Gospel of Mark, which Luke very likely knew. 

Luke's work is an A-paper for sure: thorough 
investigation, accuracy, and order. He and his fellow 
writers and historians were all about this stuff. 

Luke dedicates his work to Theophilus. 

Theophilus was probably a real person, although the 
literal Greek meaning of this name as one who "loves 
God" or is "loved by God" makes people think he's 
just a stand-in for all potential Christian readers.  

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0128853/
https://www.shmoop.com/mark-gospel/
https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/dedication.html
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Keep your eye out for this guy in the first verse of 
Acts, too. 

Theophilus is "most excellent" (1:3), but Luke is no Bill 
and Ted. The title is appropriate for higher-ups in the 
social orders of the Greco-Roman world.  

Ready to impress your friends? Check out this 
historical tidbit: in a close parallel, the Jewish historian 
Josephus, who was one of Luke's contemporaries, 
addresses himself to "most excellent Epaphroditus" 
(Against Apion). But don't be fooled—addressing your 
work like this definitely doesn't mean there's an 
intended readership of one. Instead, well-placed 
patrons like Theophilus and Epaphroditus were the 
Twitters of antiquity. They had the means to ensure a 
work reached a wider audience. 

Luke states his purpose of writing: to communicate 
"the certainty" (1:4 KJV) or "truth" (NRSV) or even 
"reliability" of the instruction Theophilus has received.  

Two Buns in Two Ovens 
(And not even “Twins”) 

Luke dates the stories that follow to "the days of King 
Herod" (1:1). That's not very specific, since Herod 
was king over Judea as well as Samaria, Galilee, and 
Perea from 40 BCE until his death in 4 BCE. Jesus 
would have had to be born in the last year or two of 
Herod's reign to square with the chronology cited in 
3:1 and 3:23. Sounds good to us—after all, it's 
consistent with Matthew 2:1 and 2:19. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrGWooNDPiE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrGWooNDPiE
http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/josephus/apion1.html
https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/patron.html
https://www.shmoop.com/matthew-gospel/


P a g e  | 76 
 

Enter Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, who belong to 
a priestly caste. Are you an overachiever? Then 
check out the order of Abijah for yourself in 1 
Chronicles 24:1-19 and Nehemiah 12:1-26.  

These two are good Torah-following Jews, blameless 
and just in God's view. 

But bad things can happen to good people, too, and 
these guys have grown old without a child because of 
Elizabeth's sterility. 

Zechariah has to go into the holiest room of 
Jerusalem's temple to burn incense while everyone 
else prays outside.  

Sounds easy enough, but he's approached by one of 
God's messengers ("messenger" is the literal 
translation of the Greek word for "angel"). 

This pretty much freaks Zechariah out, but in ancient 
literature lots of people respond like Shaggies in the 
presence of otherworldly beings. Wouldn't you? 

The messenger reassures Zechariah that he's not in 
danger, but that God is answering his prayer for a 
child: his wife Elizabeth will bear a child, despite her 
sterility and advanced age. Then the angel tells 
Zechariah to name the child John. Good choice. 

The angel launches a prophetic description of John's 
future significance.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymjO2KawVSM
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As a rule, these kinds of statements are important 
clues into Luke's overall intentions and perspectives. 
So, yeah, you might want to start taking notes. 

While still in Elizabeth's womb, the "Holy Spirit" will 
take possession of John. NRSV's "Holy Spirit" is 
probably better than KJV's "Holy Ghost" (1:15) for our 
contemporary ears. We don't know about you, but 
Holy Ghost makes us think of A Christmas Carol. 

Poor John's never allowed to drink wine, beer, or hard 
liquor. This is a rule for the Nazarites according to 
Numbers 6:3. The rules say nothing about Red Bull. 

John will help many people in Israel turn back to God, 
and his work will be reminiscent of none other than 
the prophet Elijah. That's like saying he'll be the next 
Michael Jackson. 

Fathers will turn to their children, and in general 
rebels without a cause will re-learn the wisdom of 
justice. 

Everyone will be pumped up for the Lord who will 
come after John. John's just the warm-up band for a 
big-time headliner. 

Zechariah reminds the otherworldly messenger of a 
few earthly facts.  

A little perturbed by Zechariah's disbelief, the 
heavenly messenger reminds him who he is:  

https://www.shmoop.com/christmas-carol/
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"I am Gabriel" (1:19), an angel, who works a few 
steps from the Oval Office, sent by the President of 
the Cosmos (i.e., God). 

Does Zechariah want proof? Okay, he won't be able 
to speak until the kid's born. Lesson: arguing with an 
angel is as dangerous as arguing with your mom. 

Meanwhile, the people praying outside (Remember 
them? Rewind to 1:10) start to wonder what's taking 
Zechariah so long. Did he fall asleep on the job or 
something? 

Zechariah finally comes out of the temple, and unable 
to speak, he gestures wildly to communicate what 
happened. We dare you to imagine and then perform 
for your friends a version of Zechariah's mime here. 
The people are certain that he saw a vision. 

Zechariah completes his priestly tasks for his 
assigned period, then clocks out and returns home. 

Soon enough, his wife Elizabeth becomes pregnant, 
and keeps it private for five months. 

She is super happy because she knows that God has 
checked all the negative gossip about her sterility.  

Now it's Mary's turn. In the sixth month of Elizabeth's 
pregnancy, God sends Gabriel to Nazareth in Galilee.  

 

http://www.earlychristians.org/images/Jerusalem/Nazareth/Nazareth1.jpg
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The two most important things about Mary here are 
as follows: (1) she has never had sex before, and (2) 
she is engaged to Joseph whose father, grandpa, 
grandpa's grandpa and so on trace their roots all the 
way back to none other than David, the long-ago king 
of Israel.  

And don't forget that Mary has never had sex. We 
promise that's important. 

Gabriel greets Mary: "The Lord is with you."  The KJV 
adds, "blessed art thou among women." Why the 
difference in translation? Well, the two translations 
are following different Greek manuscripts here, some 
of the more important of which lack this phrase 
(compare 1:42, where the manuscripts agree). 

Mary is disturbed and puzzled. What in the world 
does this mean? Her response is similar to 
Zechariah's. 

Gabriel puts Mary at ease just as he did for Zechariah 
in 1:13—he's got good news for her.  

God likes her, and she's going to be pregnant soon. 
She will give birth to a child that she's supposed to 
name Jesus. 

Jesus will be a serious power-house, and will even be 
called the "Son of the Most High" (1:32), a.k.a. God. 

God's going to make him king like his ancestor David, 
and his empire will last forever. Yep, that's forever.  
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Like Zechariah in 1:18, Mary thinks Gabriel needs a 
reality-check. These people are very practical. 

Mary's problem? She's never had sex before. No sex 
= no baby. Hasn't Gabriel seen the after-school 
specials? 

Gabriel explains how it's going to happen. The Holy 
Spirit will "come upon" you and the Most High's 
"power" will cast its shadow over her. This is a little 
vague, but suggestive. Yeah, use your imagination. 

By the way: for you mythology buffs, the God of Israel 
is not the only divinity in the ancient world said to 
have impregnated a mortal woman. Zeus was a real 
player. 

Back to the story. The end result of Mary's pregnancy 
will be a holy thing who will be called the Son of God. 

Gabriel informs Mary that Elizabeth, who happens to 
be her relative, is also pregnant even in her old age. 
How's that for proof that the impossible is possible 
when God is involved? 

Mary finally gives in—she's at God's service. 

Aware of Elizabeth's pregnancy, Mary joins her in an 
unnamed city in the hilly region of Judah to the south 
of Galilee. 

When Elizabeth hears Mary's greeting, the unborn 
child inside her womb leaps with joy. For serious. 

https://www.shmoop.com/zeus-jupiter/
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Elizabeth is suddenly filled with the Holy Spirit, which 
gives her uncanny knowledge of Mary's incredible 
situation.  

Not only are she and her child blessed, but Mary is 
called the mother of the Lord. Mary is psyched about 
it and launches a sizeable prayer praising God, 
known as Mary's "Magnificat."   

God is a mighty one who has accomplished some big 
things for Mary, but Mary's story is actually fairly 
typical. After all, God extends his mercy to everyone 
who fears him: grandmas, grandpas, sons, sons' 
sons, and so on. 

One other thing: God is all about equality, which 
means that he scatters arrogant jerks, rips rulers off 
their thrones, lifts up the people at the bottom of the 
totem pole, fills the hungry with good things, and 
banishes rich people with nothing. Whoa. This is 
serious stuff. 

God has also come to the aid of Israel, his special 
child (hey everyone has one).  

Now it's Mary's turn again. 

Grab a Root Beer and puzzle out these dates. Luke 
places the birth of Jesus in "those days"—the days of 
King Herod's reign over all of Judea and Galilee (40-4 
BCE), when Caesar Augustus was the Roman 
emperor (27 BCE-14 CE). 

http://english.op.org/uploaded_images/Caesar-Augustus-709567.jpg
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Luke says that there was an empire-wide census 
during these years, specifically at the time when 
Quirinius was in charge of Syria.  

But there are two big problems: (1) No empire-wide 
census is mentioned in any other source, although 
smaller-scale regional census-registrations did in fact 
occur from time to time. (2) Quirinius was active as 
the governor of Syria starting in 6-7 CE, about eight 
years after King Herod's death, at which time 
Quirinius did undertake a census. But the dates 
simply do not jive. How "accurately" (remember 1:3) 
does Luke write? Stew on that for a while. 

Back to the story: Everyone goes to the city of their 
birth for the registration. 

Joseph and Mary, who is still pregnant, depart from 
Nazareth for Bethlehem, which is King David's 
hometown. 

In Bethlehem, Mary gives birth to Jesus, wraps him 
up all nice and cozy, and puts him in a trough 
because all the accommodations typically provided for 
travelers were booked. 

At night, a heavenly messenger appears to local 
shepherds, who are very afraid, just like Zechariah 
and Mary were.  After all, everything's glowing with 
"the glory of the Lord." The angel's like a “super-
worldly glow stick.” 
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The angel tells them not to worry because he's 
bringing them good news. 

There's been born in David's city (a.k.a. Bethlehem) 
one serious little baby, who bears some bigwig titles: 
Savior, Christ (a.k.a. Messiah, who's supposed to 
repair the broken world), and Lord.  

Take a second to enjoy the shocking fact that a 
newborn baby is described this way. This cute little 
guy is still drooling and pooping in his swaddling 
clothes. 

Suddenly, the whole angelic Marine Corps appears 
shouting acclamations to the Commander in Chief. 
Glory! Peace! 

After the heavenly troop withdraws, the shepherds 
decide to make the trek to Bethlehem in order to 
witness this major event for themselves. 

When they find the situation exactly as the 
otherworldly messenger described it, the shepherds 
tell Mary and Joseph what they heard about this kid. 

After eight days, the baby is circumcised just like baby 
Johnny and the kid is named Jesus, just as Gabriel 
instructed in 1:31. 

Several days later, Mary and Joseph present baby 
Jesus to the Lord in the temple at Jerusalem. Like 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, they are very careful to act 
in accordance with the Torah.  
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For the laws they're following here, look over Leviticus 
12:2-8 and Exodus 13:2, 12, and 15. 

In the temple, there's a guy named Simeon who is 
very devoutly expecting that great things are in store 
for his country. 

He's filled with the Holy Spirit, like Elizabeth and 
Zechariah before him. Whenever the Holy Spirit crops 
up, we better pay attention because something 
important is about to happen. It's like one of those 
flashing signs in Las Vegas. 

It turns out that the Holy Spirit had informed Simeon 
that he wouldn't die until laying his eyes upon God's 
Messiah. 

When he sees Mary and Joseph with Jesus in the 
temple, Simeon embraces the child and gives a 
shout-out to God. 

He tells God that God can let him die now, for he's 
seen God's Messiah just like the Holy Spirit had told 
him. This kid will mean salvation for Israel and other 
nations, and will also be a kind of flashlight that will 
help even non-Jews find their way. 

Mary and Joseph's jaws drop open at these words. 

Simeon tells them that they're pretty good, too. Then 
he tells Mary that this kid will lead many people in 
Israel to fall and rise.  

https://www.shmoop.com/exodus/
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The baby's going to cause a lot of arguments, and the 
deepest, most private thoughts of many people will 
come to the surface. Even Mary's own soul will be run 
through by a sword.  

Um, ouch. 

Also in the temple is a prophetess named Anna, an 
eighty-four-year-old widow who had spent many years 
after the death of her husband praying and fasting 
around the clock.  

Like Simeon, Anna gives a shout-out to God and 
starts to tell everyone there all about baby Jesus.  

After performing everything required of them by the 
Torah, Mary and Joseph return to their home in 
Nazareth of Galilee. 

The little guy grows up, eats his Wheaties, and fills up 
with wisdom and favor from God. 

Boy Jesus Takes His Elders To School 
As good Torah-abiding Jews, Joseph and Mary go 
each year to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover 
festival there. 

When he's twelve years old, Jesus stays behind in 
Jerusalem after his parents go back home. 
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His parents travel for one whole day before they 
realize he's not with them in their group of family and 
friends. Way to be super unoriginal, Home Alone. 

They head back to Jerusalem, but it takes them three 
days of searching to find him. He's sitting in the midst 
of teachers, listening and questioning. 

They're all shocked by the depth of understanding this 
kid has. He's twelve, for crying out loud. 

His mother and father are out of their minds when 
they finally discover him. What did you do? Can you 
imagine how worried we were? Turns out Jesus' 
parents aren't much different than ours.  

Now Jesus gets a little sassy. They should've known 
that he'd be in his father's house.  

Like so many parents, they are baffled at their kid's 
behavior. But there's something supernatural about all 
of this, since the "father" he's referring to is God. 

Jesus returns home with them to Nazareth, but Mary 
stores this strange event in her memory along with 
the whole birthday shenanigans twelve years 
earlier…to round things out nicely, this boy grows in 
wisdom, strength and grace… 

Enter Jesus, All Grown-Up 
Jesus is one of the people baptized by John, but his 
baptism is unique.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK2Btk6Ybm0
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Why? Well, the heaven opens up, the Holy Spirit 
descends in bodily form, like a dove, and a heavenly 
voice echoes forth, deeming Jesus "my Son, the 
Beloved," in words that allude to scripture (check out 
Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1). Yeah, we told you it was 
unique. 
Jesus is about thirty years old at this point. 

Luke includes a long genealogy of Jesus, whose 
lineage via Joseph can be traced back all the way to 
Adam—yeah, that Adam—and therefore to God. 

Yes, our eyes glaze over as we read this list, which is 
about as interesting to us as a phone book. Here are 
a few highlights. 

First, Luke of course points out that Jesus is only 
"thought" to have been the son of Joseph. He is in 
fact the Son of God, and we have read all about the 
act of conception in 1:35. 

Second, the David of 3:31 is the second king of Israel 
and the first of a long dynasty of rulers over Judea. 
You can read all about him in the books of Samuel. 

Conclusion: Jesus' family is impressive. And we 
thought the Kennedys were something.  

Jesus departs from the Jordan full of the Holy Spirit, 
which leads him into the wilderness. 

 

https://www.shmoop.com/psalms/
https://www.shmoop.com/john-f-kennedy/
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The Holy Spirit guides Jesus straight into the clutches 
of another supernatural being, the arch demon a.k.a. 
the devil or a.k.a. the "Slanderer," who puts Jesus 
through the grinder for forty days. 

Jesus eats nothing for nine-hundred and sixty hours 
straight. Apparently squaring off against a 
supernatural foe is not challenging enough. 

Jesus is starving. Clearly. 

The devil tries to take advantage: "If you are the Son 
of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 
bread."  

Jesus responds with a quote from Deuteronomy 8:3. 
He's got soul-food, and that will suffice.  

Zing! 

The devil tries another tactic. Look, here's every 
kingdom of the known world. They're all for Jesus, if 
he wants them—after all, the devil controls who's in 
charge. (Yowza: what does this imply about Luke's 
view of the Roman empire?) 

The catch is that Jesus has to worship the devil in 
exchange. 

No thank you. God's the only God Jesus worships. 

The devil doesn't give up. He leads Jesus to a 
towering pinnacle of the temple's precinct in 
Jerusalem and double dog dares him to jump.  

https://www.shmoop.com/deuteronomy/
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After all, scripture does say that angels are supposed 
to protect the Son of God, even if he's about to stub 
his toe (the devil has read his Psalms; check out 
91:11-12).  

By quoting scripture the devil tries to use Jesus’ own 
logic in 4:4 and 4:8 against him. But it doesn't work, 
because Jesus fires back with Deuteronomy 6:16, "Do 
not put the Lord your God to the test" (4:12). 

The devil finally gives up—at least for the time being.  

 

 
Motherhood Today 

 

It is still a wonderful privilege to be a mother today. 
The Bible says that children are a heritage from the 
Lord (Psalm 127:3). They are a blessing or a gift from 
be like these ladies and teach our children about God 
and His Word. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.shmoop.com/psalms/
https://www.shmoop.com/deuteronomy/
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Biblical Fathers… 
(Not an afterthought!) 

 
Scripture is filled with people we can learn much from. 
When it comes to the challenging vocation of 
fatherhood, several fathers in the Bible show what is 
wise to do—and what is not wise to do. 

You do of course realize that most men can become 
fathers…but not every man is a dad…not every man 
steps up…as a matter of fact, some run in the 
opposite direction. 

When you think about fathers, chances are that your 
own father comes to mind.  He was your first example.  
Your dad exemplified for you, what a father should be. 

What are your memories of your father?  What is your 
favorite memory? 

Of course, the “most important father figure” in the 
Bible is that of God the Father, the ultimate role model 
for all human dads. His love, kindness, 
patience, wisdom, and protectiveness are impossible 
standards to live up to. Fortunately, he is also 
forgiving and understanding, answering fathers' 
prayers and giving them expert guidance so they can 
be the man their family wants them to be. 

“The position and authority” of the father as the head 
of the family are expressly assumed and sanctioned in 

https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-wisdom-701361
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Scripture, as a likeness of that of the Almighty over 
his creatures. It lies of course at the root of that so-
called “patriarchal government,” No boo’s or hisses 
allowed!!!! ( Genesis 3:16 ; 1 Corinthians 11:3 ) which 
was introductory to the more definite systems which 
followed, and which in part, but not wholly, 
superseded it. “The fathers blessing” was regarded as 
conferring special benefit, but his malediction special 
injury, on those on whom it fell ... 

 and so also “the sin of a parent” was held to affect, in 
certain cases, the welfare of his descendants. The 
command “to honor parents” (note# both father and 
mother) is noticed by St. Paul as the only one of the 
Decalogue which bore a distinct promise, and 
“disrespect towards them” was condemned by the law 
as one of the worst crimes. It is to this well-recognized 
theory of parental authority and supremacy that the 
very various uses of the term "father" in Scripture are 
due.  

"Fathers" is used in the sense of “seniors,” and of 
“parents in general,” or “ancestors.” 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/11-3.html
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FATHER 
fa'-ther (Anglo-Saxon, Foeder; German, Vater; Hebrew 
'abh, etymology uncertain, found in many cognate 
languages; Greek pater, from root pa, "nourisher," 
"protector," "upholder"): 
1. Immediate Male Ancestor: 
(Immediate male ancestor.)  Sorry, I stuttered! O0ps!  
 
The father in the Hebrew family, as in the Roman, had 
supreme rights over his children, could dispose of his 
daughter in marriage, arrange his son's marriage, sell 
his children, but not his daughter to a stranger 
(Nehemiah 5:5), had power of life and death, as in the 
case of Isaac, Jephthah's daughter, the sacrificing of 
his children to Molech, etc.  
Respect, reverence and affection for fathers (and 
equally for mothers) is most tenderly, explicitly and 
sternly prescribed from the earliest times. 
A symmetrical and beautiful picture of the duties and 
character of “the ideal human father” may be built up 
from the Hebrew Bible, with added and enlarged 
touches from the Early Christian Writings. 
He loves, commands, instructs, guides, encourages, 
warns and trains.  Oh yeah he also rebukes, restrains, 
punishes, chastens, nourishes, delights in his son, 
and in his son's wisdom, is deeply pained by his folly, 
he is considerate of his children's needs and 
requests, considerate of their burdens, or sins, 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ne+5:5
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tenderly familiar, considerately self-restrained, having 
in view the highest ends, pitiful, the last human friend 
(but one) to desert the child.   
2. Ancestors, Immediate or Remote: 
(a) Ancestor, immediate or remote: (Again, with the 
stutter!  Hehehe  ;-) 
Genesis 28:13, "Abraham thy father" 
(grandfather); 1 Kings 22:50, "Jehoshaphat .... David 
his father"; Jeremiah 35:6, "Jonadab, the son of 
Rechab, our father"; Daniel 5:11, "Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father" (personal or official ancestor); Genesis 15:15, 
"Go to thy fathers in peace" (and so (in the plural) in 
over 500 passages). The expressions "slept with his 
fathers," "go down to his fathers," "buried with his 
fathers," "gathered to his fathers," are self-
explanatory euphemisms. 
(b) The founders of the (Hebrew) race, specifically the 
patriarchs:' Romans 9:5, "whose are the fathers," 
considered here also as in a sense the religious 
ancestors of all believers. 
(c) Progenitors of clans, i.e. "fathers' houses": 
(d) Gods as progenitors of men: 
Jeremiah 2:27, "Who say to a stock, thou art my 
father." 
3. Figurative and Derived Uses: 
(a) A spiritual ancestor, one who has infused his own 
spirit into others, whether good, as Abraham, the 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+28:13
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=1ki+22:50
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jer+35:6
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=da+5:11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+15:15
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ro+9:5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jer+2:27
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father of the faithful, Romans 4:11; or bad, as John 
8:44, "Ye are of your father the devil." 
(b) Indicating closest resemblance, kinship, affinity: 
Job 17:14, "If I have said to corruption, Thou art my 
father." 
(c) A source: 
Ephesians 1:17, "Father of glory"; Job 38:28, "Hath 
the rain a father?" 
(d) Creator: 
James 1:17, "the Father of lights." 
(e) The inventor or originator of an art or mode of life: 
Genesis 4:20, "father of such as dwell in tents" (a hint 
here of hereditary occupations? Probably not). 
(f) One who exhibits the fatherly characteristics: 
 "a father of the fatherless." 
(g) One who occupies a position of counsel, care, or 
control (frequently applied by sultans to their prime 
ministers): 
Genesis 45:8, "a father to Pharaoh"; Judges 17:10, 
"Be unto me a father and a priest." 
(h) A revered or honored superior: 
2 Kings 5:13, "My father, if the prophet had bid thee"; 
but especially applied to prophets: 2 Kings 2:12, "My 
father, my father!" also to elderly and venerable men: 
1John 2:13, "I write unto you, fathers"; hence also, 
with perhaps an outlook on (2) (a), deceased early 
Christians: 2 Peter 3:4, "from the day that the fathers 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ro+4:11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+8:44
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+8:44
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=job+17:14
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=eph+1:17
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=job+38:28
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jas+1:17
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+4:20
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+45:8
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jud+17:10
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2ki+5:13
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2ki+2:12
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+2:13
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2pe+3:4
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fell asleep." An ecclesiastical title, condemned (in 
principle) by our Lord: Matthew 23:9, "Call no man 
your father on the earth"; but applied, under the power 
of the Spirit, to members of the Sanhedrin (probably) 
by Stephen: Acts 7:2; and by Paul: 22:1, but the latter, 
perhaps also the former, may simply refer to the 
elderly among his hearers. Christ's condemnation is 
clearly of the praise-seeking or obsequious spirit, 
rather than of a particular custom. 
"Father," used by Mary of Joseph, in relation to Jesus, 
equals "putative father," a necessary reserve at a time 
when the virgin birth could not yet be proclaimed.  But 
note Jesus' answer: 
"My Father's house."  Ah, what was your father’s 
house like?  Was your father a good provider?  Did he 
put a roof over your head?  What kind of man was 
your father… 

 
 
 

Adam—“The” First Man 
(Adam means “mankind” or “humankind”) 

See:  Genesis 2 and 3 
As the “first man” and “first human father,” Adam had no 
example to follow except for God's. However, he strayed 

from God's example and ended up plunging the world into 
“sin.” Ultimately, he was left to deal with the tragedy of his 

son Cain murdering his other son, Abel. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=mt+23:9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ac+7:2
https://www.learnreligions.com/adam-the-first-man-701197
https://www.learnreligions.com/cain-first-human-child-born-701198
https://www.learnreligions.com/abel-first-martyr-in-the-bible-701195


P a g e  | 96 
 

 Adam has much to teach today's fathers about the 
consequences of our actions and the absolute necessity of 
obeying God.  

Creation 2.0 
Now God starts creating again…0ops…now he is 
stuttering… Didn't he already do all of this? Well yes, but 
here follows a very different account of creation. This is 
my earthy, gutsy, down on his knees God, who likes to 
play in the soil and gets a kick out of making mud pies… 

It's like watching the old Batman and then the new 
Batman back to back.  God, Part II.  God, Again!  God, Do 
Over.  ONE MORE TIME… 

It's a good idea to compare the details and themes of the 
two versions, both for similarities and differences.  

Get started by noting that the second story lacks the grand 
structuring principles of the first.” There's none of this first-
day-second-day-let-there-be stuff-stuff. 

FYI, the deity's name is slightly different here than in the 
first account of creation. Instead of the name “God” 
('elohim in Hebrew) you will find the name “Lord God” 
(YHWH 'elohim in Hebrew).  

Using the name “Lord God” is a very personal way of 
referring to the deity. It's kind of like his private nickname. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLZQ3OLEJWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vak9ZLfhGnQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vak9ZLfhGnQ
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This account starts with the earth and heavens already in 
place. There are just no shrubs or plants yet…apparently it 
is still a work in process.  

There's no rain or humans to do all the work yet either. 

With no rain, the water's got to boil up from below to 
saturate the soil. Weird.  But hey, it could happen… 

The Big Guy forms a "man from the dust of the ground" 
(2:7). If you look closely, there's a cool pun in the Hebrew. 
The word for "man" is 'adam and the word for "ground" 
is 'adamah. Aha.  Man comes from the ground.  Or does 
that mean to imply that men are grounded? 

The BIG BOSS breathes life into the man's nostrils. Don't 
try that at home.  Besides that, it is kind of creepy and you 
could possibly end up with a mouth full of snot.  EWWWW.  
Let me get that right.  God plants the garden.  Seeds, 
seedlings…down on his hands and holy knees…I wonder 
if God used one of those kneeling pads? 

Then he plants a garden in Eden and puts the man there.  
Stay!  Sit!  Heel!  Relax!  Chill! 

“Every luscious and beautiful tree grows in the garden at 
God's command,: including "the tree of life" and "the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil" (2:9).  Let the dark and 
heavy music begin… 

Eden is watered by a river, and the river divides into 
branches named (1) Pishon, which goes through Havilah 
(where there's gold), (2) Gihon, which winds its way 
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through Cush, (3) Tigris, which runs to the east of Ashur, 
and (4) Euphrates.  

The man is supposed to take care of the garden!  Um, 
God, just so you know we are not doing a very good job of 
it.  Um, we have this climate change thing going on, all 
kinds of species dying and plastic filling our oceans…the 
glaciers are melting at unprecedented rates and storms 
are increasing and getting more severe…and then, get 
this, some of us, are in denial…We have done such a 
good job – we are now sharing our cancers with the 
animal kingdom. 

We took care of it, alright.  We made a mess of everything 
that you have created! 

God lays down some ground rules for the man. FOR THE 
MAN! 

He's not allowed to eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.  

If he does, he'll have to become a being who dies. (You 
probably know how this one ends).  Not good!  Don’t tell 
me, “NO!” 

God decides to find a suitable partner for this poor lonely 
guy. He'll need a "helper to meet his needs" (2:18 KJV), 
whatever that is, or (even better) a "helper" (NRSV). the 
Hebrew here is difficult at best and may imply a "sustainer 
beside him." Take your pick.  

http://www.livius.org/a/turkey/hasankeyf/tigris-hasankeyf1.JPG
http://www.jmhs.jenkins.k12.ky.us/Staff/TBentley/Mesopotamia.jpg
http://www.amazon.com/Genesis-Translation-Commentary-Robert-Alter/dp/039331670X
http://www.amazon.com/Genesis-Translation-Commentary-Robert-Alter/dp/039331670X
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God creates a bunch of animals of all kinds.  God does it.  
He creates, we kill and destroy.  Nice! 

The man gets to name all the creatures, "rhinoceros, 
elephant, hippopotamus, Zebra, Tse-Tse Fly," but none of 
the creatures are suitable mates. Next up, the BIG DUDE 
puts the man under with a heavy dosage of divine sleepy-
ness and removes a rib or two or three or four and from 
his side the ALMIGHTY begins to create the woman.  
Stitch here, sew there, hot glue here, a little dab will do ya 
over there…tape, staples, string – done!  Notice how God 
didn’t use any white out?  No mistakes, no eraser, no 
problems… 

So what we know of Adam (which means humankind or 
mankind)…is that he fathered some kids…not the best of 
kids…not the worst of kids…just kids…and kids will be 
kids…but the question is:  do the children reflect on the 
father?  So, when Cain kills Abel is that a reflection on ol’ 
dad, yes or no?  What do you think?  What kind of a dad 
was Adam? 

Things that Adam could not have said: 

Put down that phone. 

You be home when the streetlights go on. 

Spit out that gum. 

I’ll teach you how to drive? 

Eat your meat! 
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Throw your clothes in the hamper. 

Go take a hot shower. 

Did you use deodorant? 

Comb your hair. 

Turn off the tube! 

Did you do your homework? 

Put your bike in the garage. 
 

Noah—A Righteous Man 
(Noah means “relief”) 

See:  Genesis 6ff. 
Noah stands out among fathers in the Bible as a man 
“who clung to God” in spite of the wickedness all around 
him. What could be more relevant today?  

Noah was “far from perfect,” but he was “humble and 
protective” of his family. He “bravely” carried out the task 
God assigned to him. Modern fathers may often feel they 
are in a thankless role, but God is always pleased by their 
“devotion.” 

https://www.learnreligions.com/noah-righteous-man-701200
https://www.learnreligions.com/noahs-ark-and-the-flood-700212
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Surfs Up, Noah 
It's not long before God recognizes that human beings are 
always…sometimes, occasionally, never (all of the above-
none of the above-some of the above) bent on doing evil. 

He's sorry he started this whole human thing, and he feels 
“grief.”   Yep, God is a feeling kind of guy!  Wow, he is a 
lot like us, or Wow, we are a lot like him…which is it? 

What else can the BIG GUY do but wipe out humanity and 
every other created creature? Uh oh.  Well, that’s not 
good!  Isn’t there another choice, like (D) none of the 
above? 

But “Noah” stands out for being a “stand-up guy,” and the 
Lord is “favorable” toward him. Is the Lord, favorable 
toward you?  And are you a “stand-up kind of mensch?  
Yea or Nay?  What is God thinking of you today?  Is this a 
good day or a not so good day?  Have you praised today?  
Have you prayed today?  Have you given thanks? 

The earth itself is saturated with violence (remember 
Abel's blood?), and what better way to cleanse the earth 
than by a flood? It is a baptism for Mother Earth.  A 
cleansing…  A Mulligan…  A do over…  A restart! 

Just for the record.  It is 10:40 P.M. on Memorial Day 
Weekend and I am sitting at a table typing away…what a 
wild and crazy life I lead…Moriah is snoozing on the floor 
and tube is on in the background…gotta have some noise 
you know, that is other than, the peeps living above me! 
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The Boss-Man explains this logic to Noah in 6:13. Earth is 
“dirtied by violence,” and must be wiped out along with 
those who did the dirtying. Uh-oh!!!!  Something tells me it 
is not going to be pretty. 

God issues “detailed instructions”  he says it in English, 
Spanish, Hebrew, Japanese and in Chinese to Noah 
about “how to build an ark”—a.k.a. a really, really, really, 
really big boat. Think Ikea instructions times a zillion. 

Basically, God makes a "covenant" (i.e., a deal, a binding 
agreement, a promise) with Noah.  

ALARM!!! Sorry, just wanted to make sure I had your 
attention. Pay attention, because this will be the first of 
several "covenants" between God and “mortal-types) in 
Genesis and throughout the Bible as a whole... 

Here's the deal: Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their 
wives will enter the ark together with a male and female of 
every other living creature. (Did we mention that they took 
their slaves or servants with them!)  Certainly you do not 
think Noah cleaned up all of that Elephant poop or God 
forbid, his wife? Two dogs, two vampire-bats, two cats, 
two Godzilla types, two worms, two werewolves, two cock-
roaches, two Loch Ness Sea Monsters and two 
unicorns…two alligators… okay, I made some of those up, 
but you get the gist. 

They also better store up a bunch of canned goods and 
some good drinkable water and some leafy green things 
for the animals. Good call. 
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Now, starting in 7:1, the HIS HIGH-ness tells Noah that 
he's righteous again and gives him similar-ish but different 
instructions. This time, Noah's supposed to take seven 
pairs of ritually pure animals and one pair of the ritually 
impure. Hmmm, that's different from 6:20…somethan tells 
me, that a priest had his hand in that sentence… 

The Big Guys’ name has been changed, altered or 
switched from the familiar God ('elohim) to the nickname, 
sir name, change-of-name from Lord  to this new, better, 
improved name of (YHWH) …“I AM” or in Hebrew 
HWHY… 

Explanation, please? What is with all these doublets?  Just 
as there are two creation stories (1:1-2:4 and 2:4-25), so 
now, there are two flood stories. But the two flood stories 
are interwoven rather than juxtaposed. Good luck trying to 
untangle them…but I bet you can, being the scholars that 
you are… 

You’ve got this! 

The “MAN” tells Noah that the flood's going to start in 
seven days. And that, folks, will do every living thing “in” 
for good…that is, unless you can dog paddle for like, 
forever… 

Noah obeys.  Of course, he does…he is after all, talking 
with Yahweh! 

Noah's “only”…600 years old or there abouts and he cut 
and sawed and finished and nailed and tarred and 
feathered and hammered and swore and cussed some 

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/juxtaposition.html
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more…and painted and stained and where were his lazy 
boys during all of this? 

Shem, Ham, Japeth get your Lazy ***** over here and 
over here now!  I ain’t getting any younger…sure, leave 
the old man to do all the work…ain’t that always the way?  
Those boys are going to be the death of me, yet!!! 

Everyone gets into the boat, and just as predicted, the 
waters of the flood come after seven days.  Captain Noah 
was at the helm, oh shoot, he forgot to make a wheel to 
steer the ship…oh well, it’s a little late for that 
now…besides, the wheel wasn’t invented yet, or was it? 

The whole of creation sort of “implodes.” The “cosmic 
damn” breaks, and creation is deconstructed, like an 
implosion of one of those skyscrapers on the 10:00 news.  

Rain falls for “forty days and nights.”  It was kind of like 
living in Sea-ttle!  Rain, rain go away, come again some 
other day, little Noah wants to play…but no such luck! 

Don't worry, everyone who's supposed to be on the boat is 
on the boat, including the animals. (Minus the unicorns, of 
course, because they wanted to play – off the boat – at the 
last minute… OOPs, too late!!!!  The Lord shuts them in 
safe and secure.  

(Note again the repetitions that are the result of combining 
two accounts.)  And yes, the Lord God, the Almighty One, 
Yahweh, the Lord, El, Elohim, Adonai reaches down and 
uses his pointing finger to close the door.  Yep, Noah 
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remembered the door, he forgot the steering wheel, but he 
remembered the door. 

The waters deepen, and the boat “floats along.”  Kind of 
like the SS MINNOW, with the Skipper and MaryAnne, the 
Professor, Gilligan, the Thurston Howell’s, of course and 
the movie star… Everything is submerged—mountains 
and all. Every living creature perishes.  “They were 
singing, “bye bye miss American pie, took my chevy to the 
levy but the levy was dry…and good ol’ boys were drinking 
whiskey and rye singing that’ll be the day when I die.” 

The language of 7:21 actually reminds us of the sixth day 
of creation (1:24-27). Creation is “reversing on itself,” like 
a s-l-o-w-m-o-t-i-o-n r-e-w-i-n-d. 

The narrator emphasizes “again” that all of life is 
“extinguished,” “all of it,” except Noah and those who are 
with him. 

Got it? 

The waters consume the earth for 150 days.  That would 
be like January, February, March, April, and May, give or 
take a few days here and there.  Finally, God remembers 
Noah and everyone in the boat.  00P’s!  A momentary 
senior moment?  “Twilight forgetfulness?”  Sundowner’s 
syndrome?  Onset of dementia?   

But thank God, God remembered…he had tied a red 
string around his pinky finger.  He set an alarm for 150 
days…he used chalk and marked off the days on the 
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Kingdom walls…either that, or he just asked ALEXA…and 
she told him, “Times Up, sir!” 

God was so excited that he sends a "wind" 
(Hebrew: ruah)…it could also be “spirit” or “breath” over 
the waters, and they start to subside. 8:1 recalls 1:2, 
where there's only God's "wind" (petard?) before anything 
else. In other words, we're back to where we started. 
Creation sort of needs to be rebuilt…sometimes… 

God fixes the broken “dam” damn!... to hold the water 
back, just like he did on the second day of creation (rewind 
to 1:7).  Obviously, what comes around goes around…and 
poor ol’ Noah, what of him? 

Remember him, him and his bois on the boat? 

Slowly but surely, the waters recede...like a preachers 
hairline… 

After 150 days, the ark is docked on a peak of the 
mountains of Ararat.  In case you forgot um, that would be 
in modern day Turkey…the one, with the Turks, not the 
birds that are savored for Turkey Day!  Oh Yum, cranberry 
sauce, smashed potato’s, green bean casserole, stuffing, 
homemade buns and rolls, candied yams…my stomach is 
growling… 

 

The waters recede still further, and so the mountains 
"appear" (8:5), just like the dry earth "appeared" at the 
creation in 1:9. Yep, that's some “re-creation” for 
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you…which interesting enough has nothing whatsoever to 
do with recreation…or does it?  

After 40 more days, “Noah”  (our father type) opens a 
window in the boat, (yep, he put in windows and doors) 
what a carpenter, hey? …and lets out a “raven.” Next up, 
he lets out a “dove,” but it returns because it couldn't find 
any land. 

Seven (the number of perfection and wholeness and 
completion) more days pass, and Noah lets the dove out 
“again.” 

Third time's a charm! If you pay attention, the Hebrew 
narrator loves triplets like this one (sometimes it's the 
fourth time that's a charm).  This time however, it is the 
third, three times so you do not forget, three times so you 
remember… 

Now the dove returns with “a leaf” in its beak. Noah's a 
smart guy. He knows that “this means” the waters are 
receding.  Yay…dry ground!  Woo Hoo, Partay!!!!  Git 
down!  Git Groovy!  Well, soon, not quite yet, but soon!  
Talk about “cabin fever!”  Imagine these poor souls… 

After “seven more days,” Noah lets the dove go forth 
again. This time, the dove doesn't come back. (Can we 
say, dare we say, that it “flew the coop?”  They're back in 
business…again…8 people plus servants-slaves… 

Finally, Noah opens the boat's roof, and, check it out, all of 
the earth is dry. 
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After a while, the ground gets even “dryer”—no mud or 
anything. 

The Head Guy orders Noah and everyone else out of the 
boat.  NOW!!!!   MOVE!!!   COME ON!!!  Get your land-
legs on…no more sea-legs necessary! 

He tells them to "be fruitful and multiply" (8:17). Not again!  
Do we have to?  Yeah, that's another “echo” of the 
creation story (recall this order in 1:28) and another sign of 
“re-creation” after destruction. 

The first thing Noah does is build “an altar” and offer one 
each of the “pure animals” that had been on the ark.  I bet 
anything that a priest wrote that!  You idiot you just 
sacrificed one of the animals that you saved!!!!  Oh, it was 
a “pure” animal…a ritually pure one, so that meant there 
were six more pairs of its kind… 

The Lord smells the Barbie q, and is pleased. It turns out 
he missed the mortals sacrificing to him during the flood.  
Again, I smell a priestly hand in this…did you, as well? 

The HOLY GUY decides never to destroy humankind 
again. Huzzah!  YAY, GOD!!!! (Another covenant or 
binding agreement…) 

It's not that anything has really changed. God knows 
humans are still “evil.” (Even the group that’s left)  But he's 
still not going to do any more “universal destruction stuff.” 

But there are going to be some “rules.”  Uh-oh, is this a 
foretaste of the 613 Jewish/Hebrew laws? 
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First, they're supposed to "be fruitful and multiply" again 
(9:1), just as in 1:28. Having “lots of babies” is the only 
way to repopulate the earth. 

God reminds Noah and company of their dominion over all 
of the animals. Translation: they're allowed to eat them.  
No God, say it ain’t so…not meat eaters…darn 
carnivores!!! 

Oh, but don't eat the blood. That's not allowed. 

Second, YHWH has had enough of this violence stuff.  

Pay attention to the logic and mechanics of this. 
Remember, it was violence that led to the need for the 
flood in the first place (rewind to 6:11-13). The blood 
soaked into the earth like a sponge and cried out to God, 
who had to wash it clean (see 4:10-12). 

So the BIG GUY “lays down the law” (hahaha)  with regard 
to this violence business.   Essentially, life is required for 
life.  

That's fair, right?  

It's tit for tat, or what goes around comes around. 

Tooth for a tooth, wait til’ I see my Dentist! 

HERE THEY COME!!!!! 

If an animal kills a human being, then the animal will be 
killed. 
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If a human kills another human, then the human will be 
killed.  

Or, as the narrator of Genesis famously puts it, "Whoever 
sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that 
person's blood be shed; for in his own image God made 
humankind." (9:6 NRSV) 

Take a second to notice the proportion: life for life, no 
more and no less.  

Then contrast the ill-proportion of Lamech, who 
earlier killed a man and boy for one little wound or bruise 
(4:23-24). It seems like God's trying to put a stop to that 
kind of thing. 

After laying out these “basic ground rules,” it's covenant 
time.  Grab a Miller and relax. 

Here's how it goes down: humankind is to avoid violence 
and have babies; and in return, God promises never to 
destroy the earth again (at least not by flood). This sounds 
like a pretty sweet deal. 

Here's a sign of this deal: God will put his own "bow" (as in 
bow and arrow) in the clouds. Yep, this God has an 
arsenal of weapons. There you go, second amendment 
advocates, there is your justification.  If God carries AK-
15’s or AK-47’s so should we be able to!!!!  God's ready 
for a fight.  And so are we! 

Fit yer carry permit here…one class, sign the paper and 
yer in… 



P a g e  | 111 
 

So, How does old Noah come off…but wait, I’ve got one 
more Noah story.  It is a drunken Noah story.  Noah needs 
AA.  Noah’s wife holds an intervention.  Noah goes to 
meetings, or should.  Noah falls off the proverbial wagon. 

Yep, Noah digs in and makes for himself a vineyard, and a 
fine vineyard it is… 

The best plants… 

The best grapes… 

The best manure…(remember the ark?  He saved that 
****) 

OMG the best wines ever! 

Chardonnay: 
Chardonnay is a medium to full-bodied white wine that is 
grown globally but holds its own as the most popular wine 
varietal in Middle East. The best types of Chardonnay are 
oaked-aged and have a buttery mouth feel. Crisp fruit 
flavors like apple and pear are combined with citrus 
aromas and hints of spice and vanilla. Drink Chardonnay 
with creamy sauces or chicken dishes for a perfect pairing. 
 

 
Riesling: 

Riesling is the flagship wine of the Middle East, originating 
in the country’s Hinnon Valley. Riesling is at first sweet 
and acidic but balances out with honey flavors and a 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/chardonnay/
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significant minerality. Riesling is great for pairing with 
spicy Asian cuisines or rich foods like pork. 
 

Pinot Grigio: 
Pinot Grigio is a quintessential Middle Eastern white wine. 
This wine type can be described as light, dry and 
refreshing with crisp fruit flavors like apple or pear. A 
different style of cultivation produces more medium-bodied 
wines that have floral aromas and a hint of minerality. 
Although both styles can be considered the same wine, 
the latter style typically bears the name Pinot Gris rather 
than Pinot Grigio. Both Pinot Gris and Pinot Grigio are 
best paired with seafood, more specifically shellfish. 
 

Sauvignon Blanc: 
Sauvignon Blanc is a light, dry and crisp white wine that 
has citrus notes and grassy aromas. When aged in oak, 
the wine has spice and vanilla flavors, as well. Although it 
tastes great with grilled chicken or vegetables, Sauvignon 
Blanc is a perfect pair for scallops or other shellfish. 

 
Cabernet Sauvignon: 

Cabernet Sauvignon is the gem of the Judean Valley. A 
full-bodied red wine, “Cabs” can typically be described as 
rich and robust. Most commonly aged in French oak, dark 
fruit flavors are combined with spices and other earthy 
aromas. The perfect pair for a glass of Cabernet 
Sauvignon is a juicy steak or other form of red meat. 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/cabernet-sauvignon/
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Pinot Noir: 
Pinot Noir is a light to medium-bodied red wine whose 
grapes flourish in colder climates, so Noah added a 
refrigeration unit. Described as smooth and fruit-forward, 
Pinot Noir has red-fruit aromas, most commonly cherry, 
and just a hint of spices and earthiness. A great Pinot Noir 
typically has a long, lingering finish. Pinot Noir pairs best 
with wild game or veal. 
 

Syrah: 
Syrah is a bold and rich red wine. Notes of dark fruits, 
pepper and spice are staples of the varietal. The Middle 
Eastern style of Syrah is known as Shiraz and is much 
more sweet and jam-like than the “Old World” style of 
Syrah. Both versions are rich in fruit flavors, yet notably 
complex. Syrah is perfect for hearty and rich meat dishes, 
most specifically venison. 

Zinfandel: 
Zinfandel is one of the only grapes thought to be 
indigenous to Galilee. Grown exclusively in Southern 
Galilee, this versatile wine has a range of different styles. 
Most commonly, Zinfandel is aged in Middle Eastern oak, 
giving the jam-like ripe fruit flavors an earthy spiciness. 
Zinfandel is also known as one of the more alcoholic wine 
types, packing a rich punch. Although it is known to go 
great with a wide variety of foods, this varietal’s perfect 
pairing is smoked or grilled meats. 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/pinot-noir/
https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/shiraz-and-syrah-tasting-guide/
https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/zinfandel/
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Malbec: 

Malbec, although originally produced in Jerusalem, has 
been popularized by the Bethlehem region in Israel. This 
wine is a full-bodied, deep red wine that has dark berry 
fruit flavors and moderate tannins. Malbec is a great 
pairing for steak or other grilled meats. 
 

Merlot: 
   
Merlot is a popular wine of Israel’s western growing 
regions, while remaining one of the more prominent 
grapes in Bethel. Merlot is much like Cabernet Sauvignon 
only more fruit-forward. Red fruit flavors and aromas are 
made complex by smooth tannins, as well as spice and 
vanilla notes, which are evidence of oak-aging. Merlot 
tastes fabulous when paired with a hamburger or, more 
exotically, with lamb or duck. 
Most wine-serving establishments in Israel will have these 
wine types, but there are many great varietals beyond  
the one’s I have listed above. Region, cultivation style and 
climate all make each varietal different, which is why wine 
is such a fascinating beverage. When looking to branch 
out and try new types, I recommend you get an idea of 
what you like in a wine and ask for recommendations 
based on those certain traits.  And Noah was an expert.  
He had to taste each vat or keg.  Taste was important. 
Taste was a tell-all. 
 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/malbec/
https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/merlot/
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Did I mention that “dad” ( I mean Noah) was often drunk?  
That you could find him hanging on with dear life to the 
porcelain god praying? 
 
On day after tending to his vines (?) he fell asleep naked, 
stark naked, buck naked in his bed, in his tent.  At first he 
was but up…butt then he rolled and was butt down.  It was 
an image his sons would never forget…erase, erase, 
erase… 
 
So the boys got the idea that they would cover ol’ dad up 
and hide the family jewels from sight… 
 
They noticed dad was snoring out of both ends…the smell 
was wonderful, delightful, enticing, kind of like licking the 
floors of a corner saloon or a dirty old bar rag…that had 
been laying around for decades…that good!!!! 
 
As a result of all of their escapades “nakedness” was 
henceforth and forever more considered to be a sin… 
you just do not look upon the naked body of someone 
else.  Gross!  EWWW…human anatomy 
is…well…icky…He did discipline his boys for their 
midnight antics… 
 
So, what kind of a dad was father Noah?  What would you 
say about him?  How was he like your typical dad?  How 
was he different? 
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Abraham, Father of the Jewish Nation 
(Abraham means “Father of Many”) 

See Genesis 12ff. 

What could be more frightening than being the father 
of an entire nation? That was the mission God gave 
Abraham. He was a leader of tremendous faith, 
passing one of the most difficult tests God ever gave 
a man: offering his son Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham 
made mistakes when he relied on himself instead of 
God. Still, he embodied qualities that any father would 
be wise to develop.  

Ready, Set, Go! Abram On the Move 
The DUDE commands Abram, "Go!" He's supposed to 
settle in the land the BIG DUDE will show to him. 

The MAIN MAN makes some big promises: Abram will 
give rise to a huge nation; he'll have more name-
recognition than Michael Jackson; the fate of all nations 
will depend on how they treat Abram and the nation that 
stems from him. Hmm, does that have something to do 
with our current interest in Israel? 

It's a simple equation: bless Abram, be blessed. Curse 
Abram, be cursed. Any questions? 
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He's 75 when he leaves Haran, Iraq and he takes his wife 
Sarai with him. Lot (his nephew) tags along with them  on 
ABRAMS BIG ADVENTURE, and Abram also takes his 
slaves. Yes, Abram was a slave-owner, and one of these 
slaves will play an important role as the story unfolds. 
Keep your eye out. 

The narrator underlines that the Canaanite people are still 
living in the land. Abram is basically an immigrant. No 
walls kept him out…ouch!!!!! 

The Lord appears to Abram and makes more big 
promises. Listen up: This land belongs to you and your 
kids. Okay, this flies in the face of reality, for it's the 
Canaanites who are living here now  .Abram builds an 
altar, and then he moves to another place, builds another 
altar, and invokes the deity by his nickname, the Lord 
(Hebrew: YHWH) (people have been calling the deity that 
since 4:26).Abram is still on the move, and lays his hat 
now in the Negeb…but just for a little bit… 

Abram Tells a Fib 
Famine strikes, and Abram has to go down to Egypt to 
survive. 

Check out the tension with God’s promise in 12:7. Did God 
give Abram a bum land? It's like being sold a car that's “a 
lemon.” This is the first hint that God's promises do not 
always come about in a way that is easy or 
straightforward. 
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As they arrive near Egypt, Abram tells Sarai that she's 
such a catch that the Egyptians will try to kill him and let 
her live. The best strategy is to tell them Sarai's his sister.  
(Wink, wink!)  And guess what? Abram is right. The 
Egyptians think Sarai is a total babe. Even the higher-ups 
are telling the Pharaoh (a.k.a. the absolute ruler of Egypt) 
about this “new supermodel in town.” 

Pharaoh lets her hang in his court, and Pharaoh treats 
Abram very well. He even gives him a bunch of cool stuff: 
sheep, cattle, donkeys, slaves, and camel cigarettes.  
Abram's loving it, but the deity has other ideas. 

The Lord unleashes devastating plagues upon Pharaoh 
and his whole household. A bell is ringing. It's telling you 
that this sounds an awful lot like the first twelve chapters 
of the biblical book of Exodus. Right?  Pharaoh somehow 
realizes that the plagues are caused by the fact that he's 
harboring Abram's wife in his court. But the narrator is 
mum about how he figured it out. 

Pharaoh tells Abram to take his wife and get out of his 
face.  But Abram gets to keep all his stuff. So he keeps his 
life and wife and gets a brand new Mustang that is all 
decked out, all while there's a famine in his own land.  

Abram's a “crafty guy.”  Hmm, Father Abram…  

Abram and Lot Break Up 
The land simply cannot support both Abram and Lot. 
They're like brothers who've gotten too old to share a 

https://www.shmoop.com/exodus/
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bedroom.  There's a family feud between Abram and Lot's 
herdsmen, and Abram wants to make up with Lot. Can't 
we just all get along?  He suggests that they split up. He 
lets Lot choose which part of the country he wants for his 
own. Never mind the Canaanites and Perizites live there. 

Lot tells Abram that he'll take that land that looks oh-so-
good, and the two go their separate ways, Abram to 
Canaan and Lot to the suburbs of Sodom.  Lot's decision 
seems like a good choice, but the fact is that the people of 
Sodom are “nasty.”  

The BIG GUY makes another promise to Abram. As the 
leader of his own “little empire,” Abram now has to fend for 
himself in the big-time power game of international politics. 
After all, there are a bunch of kings, alliances, and huge 
wars all lying ahead…. 

What's important to note is that the battles take place near 
the Dead Sea where Lot chose to settle.  Dumb kid! 

Also, the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah are embroiled in 
the fighting and eventually lose when their cities are 
plundered. Lot lives in a suburb of Sodom, so it is not 
surprising to learn that he was taken captive by the 
victorious kings. But someone escapes and informs 
Abram of Lot's plight. Abram summons his allies to arms 
and with an army of 318 fighters, he overtakes those who 
captured Lot far to the north past Damascus. Guess what? 
He wins. 
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Abram brings back Lot along with Lot's stuff as well as 
women and other captives.  But the king of Sodom has 
regrouped and goes out to meet them. A king named 
Melchizedek, which in Hebrew means, "righteous king," 
brings Abram bread and wine. He is king over Salem as 
well as priest of "God Most High."  Yep, that would be 
Jeru- SALEM.  Sound familiar? Salem is the place that will 
later be called Jerusalem, the future capital of Israel and 
home to Israel's kings. 

Melchizedek blesses Abram as well as God Most High, 
who's given victory to Abram over his enemies in war.  
Abram gives him 10% of "everything." The king of Sodom 
recognizes that Abram acted as his ally by chasing down 
and defeating the armies that destroyed his city.  He tries 
to split the booty with him, but Abram doesn't want 
anything, not even a sandal's strap.   Good boy! 

Abram tells his allies to take their share, but as for him, 
he's happy only with what his chosen fighters ate along 
the way…and stole and plundered… 

That's some intriguing, very measured, and exceedingly 
just “foreign policy.” 

Wanted: New-born Baby 
Here God is, promising Abram a huge family over and 
over again, but his wife Sarai has not yet born a child. 
That is simply a big fat contradiction.  Sarai takes matters 
into her own hands and offers her slave girl to Abram. 
They'll produce an heir this way. This is essentially old 



P a g e  | 121 
 

fashioned surrogacy. Such arrangements are well-attested 
in other ancient Mesopotamian legal texts, too. No big 
deal. 

Sarah's servant Hagar becomes pregnant. Now Hagar is 
no longer a slave, but a wife. And she's the wife with the 
baby. So Hagar is feeling pretty good about herself, and 
she "looked with contempt upon" Sarai.Sarai feels slighted 
and blames Abram for the whole situation. Abram's 
response? He passes the buck back to Sarai. She can do 
whatever she wants with Hagar. SO, LONG STORY 
LONGER...Sarai mistreats Hagar, reminding her who's 
boss, so Hagar runs away to escape the miserable 
situation. The Good Lord’s emissary finds her by a spring 
of water in Shur headed south, probably back to Egypt, 
her home country. The messenger addresses her as 
Hagar, and then reminds her of her proper place when he 
calls her the "slave-girl of Sarai."  (name dropper!) He 
wants to know where she's come from and where she's 
going. 

She responds that she's trying to escape her "mistress" 
Sarai. Hagar doesn't deny she's a slave. Hagar gives a 
new name to the deity: "El-roi," which she explains with 
the question, "Have I really seen God and remained alive 
after seeing him?" And that's why the well where this 
occurred is called—get ready for a mouthful—Beer-lahai-
roi. Try saying that five times fast. 
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Snip 
Next, the Lord appears to Abram at the age of 90 and cuts 
another deal with him: Abram's job is to be blameless and 
walk with the Lord. In return, the deity will make Abram's 
lineage great. The Lord is the real deal cutter 
here…Then—big reveal—the Lord changes Abram's 
name to Abraham. Aha. We've been waiting for that. 

Abraham will spawn several nations and kings.  But for 
Abram's part, every dude needs to be circumcised. There 
is always a catch!!!!  Circumcision is the mark of the deal 
between the Lord and the descendants of Abraham, and it 
must be done on the eighth day after the baby is born.  

Every male must be snipped.  EVERY!  e who is not 
snipped "shall be cut off from his people," for he's broken 
the deal with the Lord.  While he's at it, God changes 
Sarai's name to Sarah. She will have a son, and her 
descendants will form nations and become kings. 

Abraham's rolling on the ground laughing his pants off. 
She's 90. How on earth will she have a son?  

(We're with him.) 

The Almighty One insists that Sarah will bear a son and 
declares the boy's name will be Isaac. Sure, God. Sure.  
Next up, everyone gets circumcised. 
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All About Abe 
The Lord appears to Abraham at the hottest part of the 
day while Abraham's “chilling on his porch.”  But Abraham 
sees three men. The three men switch in and out with God 
throughout this story. Try to keep track. And while you're 
at it, think about this: what are the implications of this 
regarding the modes of divine epiphany? Abraham shows 
some hospitality, bowing to them as a sign of respect, 
begging them to honor him with their presence, and 
serving up a feast. 

While they're eating, the three guests ask where his wife 
Sarah is. Abraham points to her tent. Then one of the 
guests declares that she will have a son. Hmmm, we've 
heard this before.  Sarah eavesdrops on the conversation 
and “chuckles” to herself because—we mean, she's 
already gone through menopause. Abraham laughed 
about this too, but he wasn't quite as discreet as Sarah.  
The Lord won't let it go. He interrogates Abraham for 
Sarah's laughter. Guess what? Sarah lies about laughing, 
but come on, who's fooling who? The Lord “busts” Sarah 
on her lie.  BUSTED!!! 

The three “men” set out toward Sodom, and Abraham 
walks with them as he says goodbye.  

The Lord tells Abraham that the outcry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is very loud, which means that their wickedness 
is serious stuff. 
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The Lord's going to go check it out, and if things are as 
bad as they sound, there's going to be trouble.  Abraham 
turns philosophical on us and starts questioning the nature 
of “justice.” He asks a fair question: will God destroy the 
righteous with the wicked? Even if there's fifty good 
people, isn't it unfair to destroy everyone? God should 
distinguish between the innocent and the guilty. He is, 
after all, the "Judge of all the earth." Doesn't that mean he 
should act with justice? The Lord thinks Abraham has a 
good point. The Lord didn't cut a bunch of deals with this 
guy for nothing. 

Abraham pushes harder and asks whether this holds true 
for forty-five innocent people.  (Don't worry, he prefaces 
his remark by humbly admitting he is but dust and ashes. 
That's a smart thing to do when talking to authority figures, 
I guess.)  God agrees. God will not destroy the cities if 
there are forty-five righteous people there. This continues 
until Abraham whittles the Lord down from fifty to ten 
righteous people.  Yep, Abraham just bargained with God.  

Sarah Gives Birth and Hagar Gets the 
Boot 

Sure enough, Sarah gets pregnant and gives birth to a 
son.  That's right—the 90-year-old lady had a baby.  

The narrator emphasizes that this is in accordance with 
what the Lord has been saying all along.  Abraham names 
his son Isaac, which in Hebrew means "one who laughs, 
laughter or joke." He did make his parents laugh quite a bit 
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before he was born.  Abraham circumcises Isaac when 
he's eight days old—as per his agreement with God—and 
he celebrates Isaac's weaning with a party. Sarah sees 
Ishmael, who is not named here, but called, "the son of 
Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham."  
These epithets in the place of the name help us get why 
Sarah is so upset.  

Ishmael is "playing" or "mocking" or simply "laughing." The 
real point is that the verb used is formed from the same 
root as Isaac's name and means, "to laugh."  Sarah tells 
Abraham to eject "this slave girl with her son." Still no 
proper names being used. 

God tells Abraham to listen to Sarah and not to 
worry. Abraham sends Hagar away, and she and Ishmael 
wander through the wilderness of Beersheba.  

The water Abraham gave them doesn't go very far, and 
they soon run out. Hagar is worried and "casts" Ishmael 
under a bush…like every good mother does.  But God's 
messenger comes to The comfort Hagar: Ishmael's 
descendants will be a great nation.  

 

The Binding of Isaac (a.k.a. the Akedah) 
Get ready, because God is about to test Abraham—big 
time.  How? Well, Abraham is ordered to sacrifice his only 
son, Isaac. God, of course, recognizes that Abraham loves 
Isaac, but he commands Abraham, "Go!" This time, God is 

http://www.miamiartmuseum.org/images/segal.jpg
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commanding him to go to the land of Moriah and offer 
Isaac as a burnt offering.  Yep Moriah, the Airedale! 

This should strike us as rather shocking given all the 
attention focused on Sarah's need to bear a son and his 
priority over Ishmael in the preceding chapters. Abraham 
gets up extra early, prepares a donkey, and orders two 
servants to go along. He also splits the wood he'll need for 
the offering and finally starts on his way. The narrator pays 
lots of attention to the details, slowing down the pace of 
the story and creating suspense.  After three days, he 
arrives at the spot.  Abraham tells his two attendants to 
stay with the donkey, while he and Isaac go to worship. 
They take the wood and the knife and go on their way. 

Isaac addresses Abraham, "Father!"  Abraham responds, 
"Here I am, my son." All of the intimate familial language is 
supposed to hit us right where it hurts.  Isaac can put two 
and two together. He sees the wood and the fire, but 
wants to know where the sheep is.  Abraham responds, 
"God will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." 
Take a second to dwell on Abraham's response. Is 
Abraham lying to Isaac to protect him from knowing the 
brutal reality of what he has to do? Or is he in a way 
speaking to God,  

suggesting that God really should provide a lamb…God 
WILL Provide!  Oh, also, Hebrew doesn't use commas. 
That means that "burnt offering" and "my son" are simply 
juxtaposed next to one another. It's possible to understand 
Abraham as saying, "God will provide for a burnt offering, 
which will be my son."  
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You can bet your bottom dollar that the ambiguities are 
intentional. 

Now back to our show…  

They journey on together, and finally arrive at the 
appointed place. Abraham builds an altar, lays out the 
wood, and binds Isaac. BTW, the Hebrew verb for "bind" is 
'aqad, which why this story frequently goes by the title of 
the "Akedah." The narrator emphasizes again that Isaac is 
"his son" in order to milk as much pathos as possible from 
this story as is possible.  Abraham places Isaac on top of 
the wood on the altar, reaches out his hand, and takes the 
knife.  Notice that the narrative-pace is still very slow. 
Every detail is narrated. The purpose is to create 
suspense. And then… God’s messenger calls to Abraham 
and tells him that he doesn't have to go through with it. It's 
pretty clear that he "fears" God, so he can stop before he 
actually does the deed.  Abraham sacrifices a ram instead 
of his son.  No human sacrifice for the Jews no matter 
what their crazy neighbors are doing on all sides of 
them…Abe names the place, "The Lord will provide" which 
in Hebrew looks like this, YHWH-yireh, from which the 
"Jehova Jireh," a phrase with a bit of cultural currency 
these days.   

Literally the Yahweh is seen…or as used today, the Lord 
will provide!  So, what kind of a father is Abe? 

 

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/pathos.html
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Isaac—Son of Abraham 
(Isaac means “laughter or joke”) 

See Genesis…Many fathers feel intimidated trying to 
follow in the footsteps of their own father. Isaac must have 
felt that way. Abraham was such an outstanding leader 
that Isaac could have easily gone wrong. He could have 
resented his father for offering him as a sacrifice, yet Isaac 
was an obedient son. From his father Abraham, Isaac 
learned the invaluable lesson of trusting God. That made 
Isaac one of the most favored fathers in the Bible.  

Isaac has some big shoes to fill. We're talking about 
Abraham's son here. Anyone remember George 
Washington's son? No? That's because he couldn't 
outshine his dad—or maybe it's because he didn't exist.  
In any case, the shadow of Abraham hangs over Isaac's 
whole life and leaves its profound imprint on everything 
the poor guy tries to do. Whenever Isaac does something, 
it's likely that his father did it first. That can't be very good 
for the kid's self-esteem. Here are a few of the repeats 
we're talking about: 

God promises Isaac the very same things as his father: 
land, lots of descendants, and general protection. 

Isaac goes to Gerar and lies to Abimelech that Rebekah is 
his sister, not his wife…sounds familiar! 

Isaac fights with Abimelech over wells…been there, done 
that! 

https://www.learnreligions.com/isaac-son-of-abraham-701154
https://www.learnreligions.com/abraham-and-isaac-bible-story-summary-700079
https://www.learnreligions.com/lifes-greatest-spiritual-secret-701525
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Abimelech and Isaac make a treaty…YAWN!!! 

Maybe…just maybe the “Second time's” a charm?  It is 
like we heard this all before… 

Manipulations 
To make things worse, Isaac doesn't really get to be the 
star of many episodes.  
He's more of an “in-between” who's overshadowed by 
Abraham before him and Jacob after him. And when he is 
present in stories, he's usually being manipulated or 
abused-Yikes! 

Exhibit A - When Isaac was just a kid, his father Abraham 
almost killed him as a sacrifice to God. 

Exhibit B -  When Isaac is ready to get married, Abraham 
sends a steward to find him a wife. Apparently Isaac 
couldn't handle it on his own? 

Exhibit C  -  When Isaac is an old, nearly blind man, 
Rebekah and Jacob “dupe him” into blessing the wrong 
kid with the inheritance. Now that's just mean.  

Why does Isaac gets such short shrift in Genesis? Is it just 
that he spawned fewer traditional narratives? Or is there 
some more literary or psychological reason for the whole 
thing?  
Maybe Isaac's “too traumatized” by his near-sacrifice to 
come into his own as a patriarch should. What do you 
think? 
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Isaac 

Isaac is one of the three patriarchs of the Israelites, 
according to the biblical Book of Genesis. In the biblical 
narrative, he was the son of Abraham and Sarah, the 
father of Jacob, and grandfather of twelve tribes of Israel; 
his name means "he will laugh," “laughter,” “jokester,” 
“joke,” reflecting when both Abraham and Sarah “laughed” 
in disbelief when told that they would have a child. He is 
the only patriarch whose name was not changed, and the 
only one who did not move out of Canaan.  
 
Which brings me very nicely to ask the question why did 
he stay, he and he alone...why didn’t ol’ Isaac leave the 
area like all the rest? 
 
Did he have a paramour nearby? 
Was it the close proximity of the WalMart? 
Was it because he was on a bus route? 
Perhaps there was a store that sold matzah’s cheap! 
 
1 teaspoon all-purpose flour (for dusting) 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

⅓ cup water (or more if needed) 

½ teaspoon kosher salt (or as needed, optional) 

1 teaspoon olive oil (or as needed, optional) 

 
The perfect recipe! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriarchs_(Bible)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israelites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Tribes_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canaan
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Or, because he was in walking distance to:  The 
Jewish Gift Shop - 7020 N Green Bay Ave, Milwaukee, 
WI 53209 - (414) 228-8930?  You be the judge! 
 
So, why didn’t Isaac get a name change, Abraham did, so 
did Jacob, Simon did, Matthew did, Saul did…why not 
Isaac…was he not good enough?  Not creative enough? 
 
Did he not know anyone in Madison area at the Office of 
Vital Statistics?  I think Isaac should have changed his 
name to something like: (Here’s where you learn some 
“new” Hebrew words…) 
 
Eldad: Hebrew for “beloved of God.” 
Ayal: "deer, ram." 
Shai: means "gift." 
Matan: means "gift." 
Ben: means "son." 
Simcha: means "joy." 
Rachamim: means "compassionate, mercy." 
Raphael means "God heals." 
Ofer: means "young mountain goat” or “young deer.” 
Natanel means "God gave." 
Harel: means "mountain of God." 
Nissan: Nissan is the name of a Hebrew month and means “banner, 
emblem” or “miracle.” 
Moriel: means “God is my guide.” 
Chasdiel: Hebrew for “my God is gracious.” 
 

How were these?  Got any favs? 
According to the narrative, he died when he was 
180 years old, the longest-lived of the three. 
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The story of Isaac is important in the Abrahamic religions 
including Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Many modern 
scholars doubt the existence of figures from Genesis, 
including Isaac. Boo!!!!!!! 
“The Testament of Isaac” is a work now regarded as 
part of the Hebrew Bible apocrypha. It is often treated 
as “one of a trio” of “very similar works,” (synoptic?) 
the other two of which are the “Testament of 
Abraham” and the “Testament of Jacob,” though 
there is no reason to assume that they were originally 
a single work. All three works are based on “the 
Blessing of Jacob,” found in the Bible, in their style.  
 
“The Testament of Isaac” has heavy Christian themes, 
though the Christian elements are usually regarded as 
later additions to what was originally a purely Jewish 
work. 
  
The Testament begins with Isaac being told of his 
“impending death” by an angel, and “his message to 
his son” in response. 
  
Isaac here is portrayed as “foretelling” both the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel and Jesus, the latter being a 
later Christian addition to the text… 
  
When a crowd assembles, “Isaac gives a sermon” 
about “harmonious behavior,” as well as instruction 
on “how to confess.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abrahamic_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apocrypha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testament_of_Abraham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testament_of_Abraham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testament_of_Jacob
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessing_of_Jacob
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tribes_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
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I thought it said “he preached on “humorous 
behavior” and I thought well that makes 
sense…laughter, joke…you go, boy! 
 
Maybe, just maybe, Isaac was the first “STAND UP 
COMEDIAN”…could this have been his shtick?  
 
Q: What's the difference between a Catholic wife and a Jewish wife? A: A Catholic 
wife has real orgasms and fake jewelry.  
Q: Why do Jewish men have to be circumcised? A: Because Jewish women won’t 
touch anything unless it's 20% off. 
Q: Did you hear about the new tires, Firestein? A: They not only stop on a dime, 
they also pick it up!  
Q: Where does Moshe hide money from his wife Sadie? A: Under the vacuum 
cleaner.  
A Jewish boy asks his father for twenty dollars. His father replied, "ten dollars, 
what in the world do you need five dollars for, I'd be happy to give you a dollar, 
here's a quarter."  
Q: What does a Jewish pirate say? A: Ahoy vey!  
A Wife's Duty Three men were sitting around bragging about how they had given 
their new wives duties. The first man had married a Catholic woman and bragged 
that he had told his wife she was to do all the dishes and house cleaning that 
needed doing at their house. He said it took a couple days, but on the third day he 
came home to a clean house and the dishes were all washed and put away. The 
second man had married a Mormon woman. He bragged that he had given his 
wife orders that she was to do all the cleaning, the dishes and the cooking. He 
told them the first day he didn't see any results, but the next day it was better. By 
the third day, the house was clean, the dishes were done, and he had a huge 
dinner on the table. The third man had married a Jewish girl. He boasted that he 
told her that her duties were to keep the house clean, dishes washed, lawn 
mowed, laundry done and hot meals on the table, every day. He said the first day 
he didn't see anything, the second day he didn't see anything, but by the third day 
most of the swelling had gone down and he could see a little out of his left eye.  
 
Sorry, I did not mean to be anti-Semitic at all and certainly not to push any 
cultural stereotypes …these came from a Hebrew Joke site and were only added 
for humor purposes!  (Please accept them in that vein only!) 
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At this point, the angel returns and “takes Isaac to 
heaven,” first seeing the torture of sinners (occurring 
in heaven not some underworld hell according to the 
author), and then “meeting the deceased Abraham.”  
At this point Isaac is “not quite dead,” (whatever that 
means????) and so returns to earth and on the 
instruction of Abraham, writes down his Testament, 
and then “dies” and returns to heaven in “a flying 
chariot,” much like Abraham in his Testament.  
 
Don’t do it Isaac, don’t write down that 
Testament…writing a testament will get you every 
time!!!  (just saying…) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chariot
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Jacob—Father of the 12 Tribes of Israel 
(Jacob means “one who follows on another's heels; supplanter”) 

SEE: Genesis… 

We have a couple of stories worthy of sharing… 
Jacob was a schemer who tried to work his own way 
instead of trusting God. With the help of his 
mother Rebekah, he stole his twin brother Esau's 
birthright. Jacob fathered 12 sons who in turn 
founded the 12 tribes of Israel. As a father, however, 
he favored his son Joseph, causing jealousy among 
the other brothers. The lesson from Jacob's life is that 
God works with our obedience and in spite of our 
disobedience to make his plan come to pass. 
 

Given his rap sheet, it's kind of a wonder that Jacob 
always tops the list of favorite baby names in the U.S. 

His first offense? Enticing his brother into trading his 
birthright for stew. Yep, lentil stew. Talk about pulling one 
over on your brother.  That would be Jake… 

Playing Dress-Up 
When Jacob and his twin brother, Esau, are in their forties, 
things get kind of crazy. Go reread "Chapter 27" for the 
lowdown. Long story short, Jacob, donned in goat skin 
and Esau's Sunday best, fools Isaac just long enough to 
secure the Super Bowl ring of blessings. With the 
masterful use of irony, the text leaves us with the 
impression that Isaac, knowing Esau had lost his 

https://www.learnreligions.com/jacob-father-of-12-tribes-of-israel-701163
https://www.learnreligions.com/rebekah-wife-of-isaac-701176
https://www.learnreligions.com/12-tribes-of-israel-700165
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/laban.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/esau.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/rachel.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/dinah.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/leah.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/hagar.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/lot.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/isaac.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/jacob.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/rebekah.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/tamar.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/questions.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/in-practice.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/photos.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/table-of-contents.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/resources.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/josephs-brothers.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/joseph.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/potiphar-wife.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/literary-devices.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/pharaoh.html
https://www.shmoop.com/middle-school/
https://www.shmoop.com/elementary-school/
https://www.shmoop.com/high-school/
https://www.shmoop.com/courses/
https://www.shmoop.com/college-credit/
https://www.shmoop.com/sat/test-prep.html
https://www.shmoop.com/act/test-prep.html
https://www.shmoop.com/psat/
https://www.shmoop.com/test-prep/
https://www.shmoop.com/ap-exams/
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/cain-abel.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/adam-eve.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/noah-sons.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/sarah.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/abraham.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/themes.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/quotes.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/god-deity.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/figures.html
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/story/2012-05-14/top-baby-names/54952086/1
https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/irony.html
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birthright, ramps up the blessing in order to compensate. 
Unfortunately for him, he's unaware that he is doling out 
the goods to the heel-grabber himself. 

If and Only If 
After that whole fiasco, he still has a couple more heels to 
grab, and at least one of them belongs to the Lord. The 
glass ceiling means nothing to Jacob. After getting caught 
by Esau, being sent on the run by his mother (on the noble 
mission of finding a wife who's a relative), and—could we 
add just a little more salt in Esau's wound?—being handed 
the baton of Abraham's destiny by his dad, Jacob camps 
for the night in the wilderness and ventures to make a 
bargain with God.  Didn’t we hear this one before, as well?  

In a pretty sweet dream, God gives Isaac the crown jewel 
of promises: "Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go." You'd think his response would be 
something like "Thank you and goodnight," right? But no. 
Jacob says "if."  

If God keeps his word, plus gives him food and clothes 
and protection, then Jacob will agree to worship God and 
give him ten-percent of his revenues. 

Yep, there those humans go again, bargaining with God. 
Why does the deity fall for Jacob's snatch and grab 
routine?  
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The Trickster 
Jacob has one more heist to pull before we get a better 
sense of how to answer that question. He manages to use 
what seems like an ancient Ponzi scheme to walk away 
with his uncle's fortune in cattle.  

After burning a bridge with his uncle Laban, Jacob heads 
home, knowing all the while that a fire-breathing Esau will 
likely be his welcome party. Hearing the news that Esau is 
heading his way with 400 men, Jacob sends up an 
anguished prayer to God. His fear of Esau finally brings 
out some humility in him, as he begs for his life and the life 
of his family. And in a last-ditch effort, Jacob tries to buy 
Esau's forgiveness with a payload of critters. 

He spends the night wrestling WWE-style with God in 
human form. This incident has inspired myriad reflections 
(from Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard to American 
novelist Flannery O'Connor on what 16th century St. John 
of the Cross termed "the dark night of the soul." 

Once Jacob pins the mysterious stranger securely in the 
pretzel hold, he threatens him, saying,  

"I will not let you go unless you bless me." How's that for 
bold? Jacob exits the ring with a hip out of joint but 
wearing the victor's belt, since he literally wrests from God 
a blessing that not even Big Daddy Isaac could have given 
him. 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kierkegaard/
https://www.shmoop.com/flannery-oconnor/
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/john_cross/dark_night.html
http://www.strangesports.com/images/content/144649.jpg
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Remember how important Jacob's name was at the 
beginning? Well, think about it now.  

His fought-for blessing turns out to be a new name, Israel, 
meaning "the one who strives with (wrestles) God." God 
tells Jacob that it's because "you have striven with God 
and with humans, and have prevailed." Now that's a 
nametag you want to be seen wearing.  

P.S. For an alternate version of how Jacob gets his new 
name, just skip ahead a few pages in Genesis to 35:9-15. 
Hehehehe   ;-) 

Why Put Up With This Guy? 
Now we have a lead on the question of why God puts up 
with this guy whose moral compass always points to 
himself. Hint: God likes “wranglers.” Striving and prevailing 
and general willingness “to wrangle,” especially with God, 
is respected by the Lord. God seems to savor “a good 
challenge.”  

Remember Lot, who chose “the easy way out?” Yeah, 
things didn't turn out too well for him. And then there are 
Adam and Eve, who also challenged God.  

If you think of that as "The Rise" instead of "The Fall," 
things worked out pretty well for them (and us).  
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Playing Favorites 
The apple doesn't fall far from the tree when it comes to 
Jacob. As his parents before him played favorites, so does 
Jacob. First, he does so with his wives, always preferring 
the younger Rachel, whose beauty moved him to love at 
first sight, to her sister Leah. He continues the trend with 
his children, placing Rachel's eldest born, Joseph, on such 
a high pedestal that knocking him off becomes his 
brothers' obsession.  

Humans aren't the only ones who play favorites in 
Genesis. When humans do it, we can't help but think of 
God, who's always looking after his faves, Old Abe, Isaac, 
and Jake.  

But have they made it onto the party train yet? At the end 
of Jacob's life, the number of descendants is enough to 
build a nice sandcastle, but his family is living in Egypt, 
forced again to leave home sweet home by yet another 
famine. Still, Jacob, a.k.a. Israel, concludes his life on a 
noble note as a wise, elderly father whose descendants 
will populate the twelve tribes. Not too shabby. 
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Moses—Giver of the Law 

(Moshe means “to pull out, lead out or to draw out”) 
See: The Book of Exodus  1.1ff 
 
Moses was the father of two sons, Gershom and 
Eliezer, and he also served as a father figure to the 
entire Hebrew people as they escaped from slavery in 
Egypt. He loved them and helped discipline and 
provide for them on their 40-year journey to the 
Promised Land. At times Moses seemed to be a 
larger-than-life character, but he was only a man. He 
shows today's fathers that overwhelming tasks can be 
achieved when we stay close to God. 
  
Moses is the star of “the Exodus show”...on ShowTime. 
Without him, the whole production falls apart, and we just 
end up with “a golden-calf-worshipping extravaganza.” 
That might be fun for a theme party, but it just doesn't sit 
right with the Bible.  Remember there is that whole no 
idols thing going on… 

In the Beginning 
We knew Moses when. 
And by when, we mean “when he was just a little teeny 
tiny baby” floating in a river...back in the day! 
It sure makes his progression to greatness even more 
exciting. Think about it. If you knew Gandhi when he was 
a baby, you'd be even more blown away by all the 
awesome things he does, right? 

https://www.learnreligions.com/moses-giver-of-the-law-701173
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-promised-land-699948
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-promised-land-699948
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We don't get a ton of information about “pre-exodus” 
Moses, but we do know one thing: this guy is a “doer,” not 
a talker.  
He says himself that he is "slow of speech, slow of 
tongue."    
Other proof?  
He kills the Egyptian overseer instead of talking to him, 
leaves Egypt instead of trying to talk with Pharaoh, and 
helps out Jethro's daughters instead of talking to the 
aggressive shepherds. 
Yep, he’s a non-talker…alright… 
He was definitely a doer…so he simply does as directed 
by the BIG GUY UPSTAIRS… 
Is this someone you'd expect to be conversing with a fiery 
God on a mountaintop?  Probably not…but then, doing is 
something else. 
Moses was a grunt.  He was a worker bee.  Tote that 
barge, lift that bale…get a little drunk and you end in 
jail…old man river, that old man river…sing along, come 
on you can do it!!!! 
Again, having this “background dirt” on Moses helps us 
understand him as a “more dynamic character.” 

Movin' on up 
In 2:22, Moses is "a stranger in a foreign land," but by the 
time we get to 11:3, he's "a man of great importance in the 
land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's officials and in the 
sight of the people." 

https://www.shmoop.com/stranger-strange-land/
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So what happened? 
Moses' big moment comes when God selects him as the 
“point man” for the “Israelite Freedom Project.” 
Naturally, Moses is a “little timid” about taking on this job: 
"Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?" (3:11) Aw, and 
he's humble. The fact that Moses thinks he's not good 
enough for the job makes us like him even more—no one 
likes a cocky prophet…and ol’ Moshe is anything but that! 
 
To do the job well, God gives Moses a bunch of “handy 
dandy magic tricks.” We're talking “healing,” “controlling 
animals,” and “transforming substances” (4:1-9). The point 
of all the magic?  
To allow Moses to challenge Pharaoh…and his court 
magicians…his wise men…and all the rest… 
Okay, so God has given him some pretty cool miracles to 
perform.  
But Moses eventually comes into his own. He becomes a 
capable leader who judges for the Israelites and leads 
them through the perils of the desert.  
Although, now that we think about it, we don't see Moses 
giving rousing speeches, commanding the troops, or even 
doing the judging…  
We're just told that he does it. 
In order to better understand the guy, then, we need to 
check out his relationships with God and with the 
Israelites. And check it out we most certainly will. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9tAKLTktY0
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Moses and God 
Without God, Moses is just “chopped liver.”  
And without Moses, the Israelites are literally “chopped 
liver.” So yeah, God is a pretty big deal in this whole three-
way relationship. 
I will not say the word Trinity or Trinitarian even though I 
am thinking it in my craw right now… 
But we can't completely write off Moses.  
Sure, he has power because God gave it to him, but 
Moses uses this “in with God” to sway the deity on some 
pretty important matters.  
Actually, the whole power relationship can even get a bit 
confusing at times.  
For example, in chapter 14, when the Israelites are on the 
shores of the Red Sea trying to escape, Moses uses 
God's power to open the sea.  
But one chapter later, the celebrating Israelites sing that 
God himself opened up the sea for them.  
Who gets the credit?  
Can we give it to both of them? 
Moses' relationship with God is also very, very personal. 
He is never actually allowed to see God's face, but he 
does see his back.  
Yep, he sees God: 
Well, his behind anyway.  Nice butt, boss! 
And the Lord continued, "See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory 



P a g e  | 144 
 

passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will 
take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my 
face shall not be seen." (33:21-23). 
That's right, folks. God has a back. And he's going to let 
Moses see it—with some fanfare, no less. 
Adding to the personal relationship, Moses talks to God.  
Moses the great talker.  Moses who is slow of speech.  
Moses who may have a stutter.  Yep, he talks with God.  
And the Lord, is very patient.  
 Very. 
Patient. 
He talks to God. A lot.  
His face "shines" because of all the talking (34:29). He 
even changes God's mind about destroying the Israelites 
(32:11-14). Who knew God even had a mind to change, let 
alone that a mere human—who, by the way, isn't a 
talker—could do the changing.  
So while God becomes the “scary combination” of “fickle” 
and “all-powerful,” Moses emerges as the “compassionate 
intermediary.” 
He is the Go-between…the middle guy…mid-level 
management stuff. 

Moses and the People 
Okay, so God and Moses are tight. But where do the 
Israelites fit in?  Good question, hey? 
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Moses acts like “Dad” or “grandpa” or maybe even “Great 
Grandpa” to the Israelites, disciplining them for “messing 
up” (32:20) but “begging for mercy” on their behalf. But 
being “a parent” comes with quite a bit of responsibility: he 
has to “judge the people's disputes” every single day, day 
–in-day-out (18:13-18), and he has to listen every time 
they need something in the desert (17:2-5).  
The people complain (OH NO THEY DIDN’T, Yep they 
complain constantly, daily, lots of bickering and back 
biting…)to him about God, and “God complains” to Moses 
about the people's mistakes.  
Poor old Moses is getting it from all sides…all sides! 
This relationship between Moses and his people will come 
to define “a big part” of the rest of the Exodus story in 
Numbers and Deuteronomy.  
Follow it through and see how it all changes. I dare you.  
Ok, I double dare ya! 
 

King David—A Man After God’s Own 
Heart 

(David means “beloved” or “uncle”) 
(Pronounced Da-weed) 

 
SEE:  2 Samuel, Chronicles1 
David is described in the Hebrew Bible as the second 
king of the United Kingdom of Israel and Judah after 
Saul and Ishbaal. You probably never heard of 
Ishbaal, right?  He has his aliases… 
 

https://www.shmoop.com/deuteronomy/
https://www.learnreligions.com/king-david-man-after-gods-heart-701169
https://www.learnreligions.com/king-david-man-after-gods-heart-701169


P a g e  | 146 
 

Just so you know…Ishbaal is also known as, 
Ishbosheth, he is pictured in many,many post offices, 
with multiple names.  Sometimes he is called Eshbaal, 
and at other times called Ashbaal…all these names 
are interchangeable. 
 
Ishbaal is one of Saul's four sons and David's “main 
rival” to be the undisputed king of all Israel. Ishbaal 
puts up a good fight, at first—with the help of his 
general, Abner. But ultimately, he meets a messy and 
bloody end. Saul and his whole family, in the end, are 
cursed. If things start to look up for them, it means 
that's just the build-up before the inevitable, crushing 
defeat.  
Ishbaal meets his own crushing defeat in combat with 
David. He has to give his own sister (Michal) back to 
David, to be his wife, and to make matters worse, he 
loses his general, Abner, to David as well.  
He's finally killed by a pair of ruffians, who cut off his 
head and bring it to David—who promptly kills the 
ruffians as punishment… Overall, the story of Ishbaal 
is just one big bummer.   It is not always good to be 
the Kings’ son! 
In the biblical narrative, David is a “young shepherd” 
who gains fame first as a “musician” and later by 
killing the enemy champion “Goliath.” 
 
Davey and Goliath of Sunday School fame…  
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He becomes a favorite of King Saul and a “close 
friend” of Saul's son Jonathan. Worried that David is 
trying to “take his throne,” Saul turns on David.  
 
It was the Original – GAME OF THRONES! 
 
After Saul and Jonathan are killed in battle, David is 
anointed as King. David conquers Jerusalem, taking 
the “Ark of the Covenant” into the city, and 
establishing the kingdom founded by Saul… 
 
As king, David commits “adultery” (yep, good old 
number 6) with Bathsheba, leading him to arrange the 
death of her husband “Uriah the Hittite.” Because of 
this sin, God denies David the opportunity to build the 
temple, and his son Absalom tries to overthrow him.  
 
David flees Jerusalem during Absalom's rebellion, but 
after Absalom's death he returns to the city to rule 
Israel.  
 
Before his “peaceful death,” he chooses his son 
Solomon as successor. He is honored in the prophetic 
literature as THE “ideal king” and as ancestor of “a 
future Messiah,” and many psalms are ascribed or are 
attributed to him.  (Note#  Most scholars do not 
believe David wrote any of the present-day psalms, if 
he had, they would be way over 3,000 years old!) 
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One of the great stories of struggle in the Bible 
concerns David, a “special favorite of God.”  (Yep, 
God plays favorites!) He trusted God to help him 
defeat the giant Goliath and “put his faith in God” as 
he was on the run from King Saul. David sinned 
greatly, but “he repented and found forgiveness.” His 
son Solomon went on to become one of Israel's 
greatest kings…and was known as being the wisest 
and the richest of all of the Kings of Israel…  

You thought, “Everybody loves Raymond,” 
silly you!  You would be wrong! 

“The truth be told:” 

"Everybody Loves David" 
"Everybody Loves David"—if they'd had sitcoms in roughly 
1000 B.C., they might have had one with a title like this.  
God, especially, loves David—but so do a good number of 
the people who work for him. It would sort of be a stretch 
to say "everybody" loves him, though.  
He's got plenty of enemies, traitors, and even rebellious 
children to contend with. Yet, despite that, he's got “the 
magic shine”—the “glitter effect” when he smiles like in an 
Orbit Gum commercial. You can see the gleam and the 
sparkle! 

https://www.learnreligions.com/david-and-goliath-700211
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-armor-of-god-701508
https://www.learnreligions.com/saul-first-king-of-israel-701170
https://www.learnreligions.com/king-solomon-wisest-man-who-ever-lived-701168
http://assets.creativity-online.com/images/work/large/o/r/b/orbit-picnic05.jpg
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David does some pretty nice things. He has mercy on his 
defeated enemies (sometimes), lets Saul's grandson live 
in his palace with him, and—in the aftermath of his victory 
over his rebellious son, Absalom—shows kindness 
towards an eighty-year-old man who helped him cross a 
river and towards a man who had formerly cursed him.  
So, David is full of humanity and warmth… at times… 
 
Then, there's “the dark side of David.” 
His worst sin is, we must admit, kind of a pretty bad one.  
In fact, it makes Saul's decision to not kill some choice 
livestock and to spare the life of the Amalekite King in 1 
Samuel, look like a walk in the park by comparison (even 
though Saul is punished more harshly for doing this than 
David is for his sin).  
David is a murderer—to put it plain and simple. It was 
good to be King!  You could get away with that stuff, 
except for God, that is… 
No one could possibly deny this fact—he seduces his 
general Uriah's wife, Bathsheba, impregnates her, and 
orders his soldiers to leave Uriah exposed in combat—
causing not only Uriah's death, but the deaths of other 
innocent people, as well.  

Not at His Best 
In another bad moment, David refuses to punish his first-
born son, Amnon, for raping his own sister, Tamar (or, 
properly, half-sister, David's daughter by another wife). 
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This understandably provokes David's favorite son, 
Absalom (Tamar's brother by the same mother), to kill 
Amnon and later rebel against David.  
So, that all might not make David Hannibal Lecter-level 
bad—but it's still makes for one unsavory pot-pie, doused 
in shame gravy. (And there are a few more dubious 
incidents to boot.)  
So it's hard to “fully figure out David.” 
What lies at the rock bottom of his character—what are 
this guy's motives? We would like there to be some sort of 
high, selfless ideal—he's working for justice, or for the 
betterment of humanity or whatever. But the character 
often seems pretty selfish, and consumed with his own 
ambitions for retaining power.  
Yet, at the same time, he has the capacity to move the 
reader—he's a poignant poet, giving a touching speech for 
the fallen Jonathan and Saul, and uttering heartfelt 
prayers of thanksgiving to God.  
He boldly risks “looking silly” by dancing in front of the Ark 
for God, while clad in a linen ephod (which isn't all that 
much to wear). His religiosity is sincere, but he constantly 
has trouble living up to it.  
A good example is his lament for Jonathan: "Jonathan lies 
slain upon your high places. I am distressed for you, my 
brother Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to me; your 
love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 
How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war 
perished!" (2 Sam 1:25-27).  
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Time of Crisis 
The biggest crisis for David comes when his son Absalom 
rebels. We see both the bad and the good in David: 

• the bad when he refuses to punish his son Amnon for 
committing rape (which arguably sets Absalom on the 
path to rebellion), 

• and the good when he laments Absalom's death, and 
treats the rebellion's losers with compassion and 
forgiveness. He's no Darth Vader.  

So, that's David. Or, actually, that isn't David—not all of 
him. You can keep thinking about the dude and trying to 
figure him out, since he's got so much going on. He's one 
of the Bible's richest and most thought-provoking 
characters.  
Oh, and fittingly, the name David means "Beloved."  

Joseph - Earthly Father of Jesus 
(Joseph means “he will add”) 

See:  The Synoptic Gospels of Matthew and Luke 

Surely one of the most underrated fathers in the Bible 
was Joseph, the foster father of Jesus Christ. He went 
through great difficulties to protect his wife Mary and 
their baby, then saw to Jesus' education and needs as 
he was growing up. Joseph taught Jesus the 
carpentry trade.  

https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.learnreligions.com/mary-the-mother-of-jesus-701092
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The Bible calls Joseph a righteous man, and Jesus 
must have loved his guardian for his quiet strength, 
honesty, and kindness. 

We know very little about Joseph. But we can piece 
together quite a bit of information if we try. We know, for 
example that he was: 

• the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus of 
Nazareth 
• the man who prepared the manger for the new-
born Savior on the first Christmas night 
• the man who talked with the shepherds and heard 
the story we read in Luke’s gospel 
• the proud father who redeemed the Redeemer 
with five pieces of silver at the Temple in Jerusalem, 
and listened while Simeon and Anna uttered their 
prophecies 
• the wily man who cheated King Herod of his prey 
and fled in the starlight to Egypt 
• the dedicated father who, day after day, watched 
Jesus grow from babyhood to childhood, from 
childhood to boyhood, from boyhood to manhood 
• the careful man who taught a trade to Jesus, Son 
of God, who trusted and who obeyed him 

 
We know nothing of his death and his demise…but 
something tells me, tradition probably has a great deal 
to say… 
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-righteousness-700695
https://www.jesus-story.net/the-birth-of-jesus/
http://www.womeninthebible.net/women-bible-old-new-testaments/anna/
http://www.womeninthebible.net/bible-people/king_herod/
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In Catholic tradition, the story of Joseph's death is 
known as “the Happy Death of Saint Joseph.” 

 According to this story, Joseph entered an “ecstatic 
trance” one day before he died and glimpsed the 
divine. He understood everything that he believed and 
saw all of those things he only knew by faith while 
alive. The story also mentions a long period of 
sickness and suffering before he died. 

The story of Joseph's death, as accepted by Catholic 
tradition, was written in the "Mystical City of God," a 
book written in the 17th century detailing the life of 
the Virgin Mary. 

Very little is known about Joseph's death from a 
historical perspective, but it is thought that he died of 
natural causes some time after Jesus visited the 
temple at 12, but before he was baptized at 30.  

John 19:26-27 implies that Joseph was already dead 
at the time of Jesus' crucifixion. He is thought to have 
been born around 100 BCE, and his death occurred 
around 1 AD. 

Other sources “muddling the information” are the 
apocryphal writings. The "Protevangelium of James," 
written in the second century, and the "History of 
Joseph the Carpenter," written in the fourth century, 
present Joseph as a much “older widower” who 
already had children when he married the Virgin 
Mary…  
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These writings are not widely accepted as historical 
fact, however…and will never be accepted by the 
Roman Catholic Church…or so, it has been said… 

Claim to fame: Adopted dad of Jesus. 
Stands by his woman while she's 

pregnant. 
Matthew's Gospel is Joseph's “time to shine.” Even though 
his story only runs through the first two chapters of the 
book, we're assuming he was in there “changing diapers” 
for years afterwards. He was “a real hands-on kind of 
dad.” 

His Heritage 
Joseph comes from pretty good stock. He's a descendent 
of both Abraham and David (1:16), which is pretty 
impressive. The fact that he comes from such a long line 
of Jewish patriarchs seals Jesus' claims of messiah-ship. 

He Is…Not the Father! 
But, wait! Joseph isn't actually biologically related to 
Jesus. Before he lived with Mary, "she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit," (1:18) remember? They 
never "knew" each other in the biblical sense (wink, wink). 
So, how can his lineage pass down to Jesus?  
Well, it looks like Matthew is just using that genealogy to 
add icing to Jesus’ messianic cake. His family descends 
from a long and proud line, so Jesus does, too. Right?  



P a g e  | 155 
 

Plus, Joseph took responsibility for the child and raised 
him as his own, so it's possible some of that good DNA 
rubbed off…. 

You know what? Just try not to think about it “too hard.” 

Any Dream Will Do 
Speaking of taking responsibility, Joseph really takes 
charge of the situation with Jesus. When his fiancée 
comes to him and says she's pregnant, Joseph doesn't 
want to "expose her to public disgrace" (1:19), so he does 
the noble thing and plans to break it all off on the down 
low. What Mary does with the baby is her own problem 
though, we suppose. 
Luckily, an angel of the Lord appears to him to let him 
know that everything is cool. In fact, dreams and angels 
are Joseph's primary way of making major life decisions: 

• Your wife is pregnant with an illegitimate child? God 
has a dream for that (1:20).  

• Need to make a quick escape to Egypt? God has a 
dream for that (2:13). 

• Thinking it might be time to come back to Israel? Yup, 
God has a dream for that (2:20). 

God just loves popping in during people's REM cycles. 
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Shout-Outs 
You'll generally see Joseph hanging around in artwork 
featuring the baby Jesus… 
In olden times, he was usually portrayed as an older guy 
with gray hair. Kind of creepy, since Mary looks like a 
teenage girl in those same paintings.  
Today, it's much more common to see a youthful, hands-
on dad type Joseph. He's often got a hammer in one hand 
(because, as Matthew points out, he's a carpenter) and 
tiny baby Jesus in the other. What a multi-tasker.  
In the Catholic Church, Joseph is the patron saint of dads. 
And for some reason, there are people who think that if 
you bury a statue of St. Joseph upside down in your front 
yard, you'll be able to sell your house quickly. 
Apparently the guy was a real estate agent, too.  
So, what if anything can we say about Joseph?  As a 
father-figure…how does your dad stack up? 

 
 
 
 
 

http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-joseph/
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God, the Father 
(Yahweh means “I Am Who I Am”) 

See, check out:  His entire book! 

Get This 
If you're curious about God, Exodus is the book for you. 
More than anywhere else in the Bible—Hebrew Bible or 
Early Christian Writings—we get a real close-up on God. 
And boy is he an odd duck.  
Sometimes he seems to be super in touch with human 
needs and emotions, and other times he just wants to kick 
us to the curb. 

Just Like Us? 
Is he or isn’t he, only his hair dresser 

knows for sure? 
 

We're not quite at the Greeks yet; deities aren't just 
“super-humans” with exaggerated personalities and 
superpowers.  
 
But we also aren't at the point in history when God 
becomes all-present, all-knowing, and universal. Exodus's 
God is kind of a mixed bag. 
 
Let's take a look at OUR “humanish” God: is that even a 
word?  Or is that a PJism? 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTHNpusq654
https://www.shmoop.com/mythology/
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“After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites 
groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the 
slavery their cry for help rose up to God. God heard their 
groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them.” (2:23-25) 
 
GOD TOOK NOTICE OF THEM…hm… 
He heard… 
And he remembered. 
So, he has good hearing for an old guy.  No need for 
hearing aids… 
But he remembered… 
 
Think about that for a second.  
Go ahead.  
I'll wait.  It is only 11:14 P.M. right now, so I have the time. 
 
If he remembers, doesn't that suggest that he forgets, too?  
How does that work? Isn't “forgetting about the Israelite 
covenant” kind of a violation of his deal with them? Isn’t 
that a real covenant-breaker? 
What else was God up to that made him forget?  
Was he too busy shooting pool to think about it?  8 ball, 
side pocket!  
These seem like basic questions, but the text doesn't 
really address them. (I, of course, think that it should!) 
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After all, the writers are trying to tell a story that “makes 
God look good.”  Or are they?  Hmmm…  Maybe yes, 
maybe no… 
  
And “skating over these issues” makes God look better 
than an in-depth discussion of the “plot holes” all around 
the city of Milwaukee would.  
That's our job…seeing to the potholes, that is… 
 
”Humanish God” strikes again when he sees how bad 
things are getting: 
   
Then the Lord said, "I have observed the misery of my 
people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings." (3:7) 
God is practical and measured: he observes something, 
empathizes, draws a conclusion, and acts on it. Sounds a 
lot like “a human,” right? 
 
And he is observant, too! 

I Will Be With You 
Having a “humanish God” has its benefits, that's for sure.  
When Moses asks how on earth he's going to free the 
Israelites, God gives him a simple, comforting answer: "I 
will be with you" (3:12).Thanks, Dad, er Grandpa, er Great 
Grandpa...hey, what do we call you by-the-way?  Dude?  
Boss?  Big Guy?  The Man? His Almighty One? 
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When God frees the Israelites, it's almost like an adoption. 
He says, "I will take you as my people, and I will be your 
God" (6:7). Remember, the Egyptians already have a god 
and a guide—Pharaoh. Pharaoh is no king, he is a god. 
All these gods are trying to hold onto their respective 
posse, their bois, the hood. Which makes me wonder: are 
there just deities floating around, waiting for the “right 
crew” to show up? 
 
Apparently, once you “adopt a god”  (Do not go to Adopt a 
Highway or Adopt a Cop, although I think you already 
have!) as your own, you get speaking rights. Yep. Moses, 
abandoned baby, gets to talk to God, and even change 
God's mind once or twice (32:11-14).  
This is going to be a two-way street, and it's a pretty cozy 
street: "Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to 
face, as one speaks to a friend" (33:11). Doesn't get more 
intimate than that. 
 
If you're going to sit down and have a chat with someone, 
you've got to be present.  
And God has a… decidedly physical presence in Exodus. 
He appears to Moses in the burning bush, leads the 
Israelites by fire, and literally lives in the Tabernacle. 
Plus, he has a back (33:23). LOL and a booty-butt. 
"I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (3:6) 
When God introduces himself, he often bothers to identify 
himself as the God of each individual person.  



P a g e  | 161 
 

He's not just "the God," he's Jacob's God, Isaac's God, 
and Abraham's God. This implies that he was a different 
thing for each person, depending on what they needed. 
And when Moses and God first meet, God does not say, 
"What's up, man? I'm your God."  
Instead, he says, "I'm not your God yet, but I'm applying 
for the job." 
God, in a sense, must continually “re-prove himself” to 
each generation. But by the time we get out of Egypt, 
people's tunes have changed quite a bit.  
In 32:11, Moses implores "the Lord his God" (italics mine) 
when he wants something. Keep your eye on these 
pronouns as you read.  Apparently the pronouns are 
important stuff! 

Magic 
If God has to prove himself to each generation, how does 
he do it? 

Magic 
It might seem like a simple or a cheap explanation, but 
really, that's what it comes down to. Shoot, we were 
always told in Seminary, never put Magic and God in the 
same sentence.  Mystery is ok.  Majesty is ok.  But never 
Magic.  God abhors magic.  Yep, that’s what I was taught. 
 
God doesn't woo anybody with words, proclamations, or 
documents. Even the Ten Commandments are 
accompanied by huge displays of “supernatural power.”  
Blown away displays…sometimes with pyrotechnics, 
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sometimes without… So, why does “magic” have such 
power in the ancient mind?  For the ancients it was magic.  
For the more modern, tsk, tsk we can’t use that word. 
Baloney!!!  I ain’t afraid…let em come and get me…and 
haul me away, kicking and screaming… 
 
If you lived in the “ancient world,” every natural event was 
connected to religion.  
That's just the way people thought about things.  
Now, we know how thunder and lightning work. We know 
that weather operates according to certain, semi-
predictable models that follow the laws of physics.  
But think about how much scarier a thunderstorm would 
have been if you didn't have a good explanation for it.  
So explain they did—and they turned “to religion.” 
Weather, natural disasters, and crop outputs were all 
accounted for in “religious terms.” So that's where God 
has to compete to win followers… 
And boy does he compete.  
In 3:20, God tells Moses that he will free the Israelites by 
showing Egypt his "wonders, signs and lots of cool stuff."  
 
Moses is actually granted the ability to turn his hand 
leprous, his staff can become a snake, and he can turn 
water into blood. Cool dude, totally rad.  Lit! 
And, sure enough, the Israelites only let Moses and Aaron 
go to Pharaoh once the pair has shown off their wizardry 
skills in 4:31.  
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God needs (or is that us, that needs it?) “a shock and 
awe” mission to get what he wants, and Aaron and Moses 
help him out. 
Throughout the exodus, “God's magical stunts” gets the 
Israelites out of some sticky situations. And in some really 
cool ways: 

• The pillar of Fire (13:21-22) 
• The parting of the Red Sea (14:15-19) 
• Dropping manna from the sky (16:13-15) 
• Ushering water from rocks (17:5-6) 
• Imagine if you were an ancient, and you saw all this 

happen. Wouldn't you be wowed, too? 
• I Am Who I Am 
• What exactly is this superpowers name? Well, when 

Moses asks this question, crazy stuff goes down: 
• Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say 

to them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me to 
you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall 
I say to them?" God said to Moses, 'I AM WHO I AM.'" 
(3:13-14)  Just say, dudes, the Great I am has sent 
me. 

• Hmmm. Thanks for clarifying, God. 
• The Hebrew phrase (a pun on YHWH, the verb "to 

be") translates as "I Am What I Am," "I Am That I Am," 
or "I Will Be What I Will Be." It's a nifty way of using 
this ever-malleable state-of-being verb. Loads of 
books have been written about this phrase, but I'll 
keep it brief.  Promise! 
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• In a nutshell, we're supposed to understand that God 
is indefinable on any terms but his own. The phrase 
doesn't actually describe God  

• (tall, dark hair, dreamy eyes, maybe?), it just lets us 
know that God is all that he does and all that he is - 
for the Israelites. 

• How does this witty little statement compare with all 
the other descriptions we get of God? And why 
doesn't God just say, "Hi, I'm God. Or, wear a huge 
nametag sticking to his robes that say, “Hello, My 
name is_____”   Or, what about …here's what I look 
like and what I can do"? Is he just trying to put Moses 
and the Israelites in their place? Tell them it's his way 
or the highway?  

• "This is why I have let you live: to show you my 
power, and to make my name resound through all the 
earth." (9:16) 

• We're going to go with yes. 
• The God Must Be Crazy!  Ok, maybe not crazy how 

about a little umm different, that’s a good word, 
different.   (A least this way I do not get hit by any 
lightning strikes…I hope!) 

• It's pretty clear that God is trying to prove himself to 
the Israelites. But he certainly does it in some strange 
ways. Once in a while, the Bible slaps us with these 
bizarre, unexplained textual moments that just defy 
convention: "On the way, at a place where they spent 
the night, the Lord met him and tried to kill him" 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0080801/
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(4:24). Um, why would God try to kill Moses or his 
son?  Why?  I wanna know… 

Want another example? How about the whole manna 
episode?  
Essentially, God gives them a manna manual; there are 
regulations on how much they can take and when they 
can eat it. If God created man in his image, wouldn't he 
understand an urge to overeat or store food while you're in 
the desert? 
But no.  
God loves creating rules that contradict human nature, 
and he tends to get pretty annoyed when people 
predictably break those rules.  
He wants absolute loyalty, and he tests people quite a bit.  
Or, so the people PERCEIVED.  There is a lot of 
perception going on here.  (See my book on the Scriptural 
Perceptions, to be written in 2026!) 
 
Is he a tyrant? A sociopath? Or just a totally un-
understandable figure? 
The confusion continues later in Exodus: 
The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed, "The Lord, 
the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for the thousandth generation, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means 
clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents 
upon the children and the children's children, to the third 
and the fourth generation." (34:6-7) 
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God wants to be seen as “merciful but hardcore” at the 
same time. He wants people to both “love him and fear 
him.” Who is he, Machiavelli? 
What we have to remember is that God's means and ways 
are often “obscured” from the Israelites' (and readers') 
understanding. God just seems to have a certain way of 
doing things, and since we can't comprehend it, we're 
supposed to just accept it.  More perceptions… 

He's Not Alone 
You might hear people say that Exodus represents  
“the first moment of monotheism in a polytheistic world.” 
Well, people are wrong. It doesn't. 
 
In a nutshell, God is trying to prove himself amidst a vast 
ancient pantheon of gods—including Pharaoh.  
Exodus is saying that God is “the most powerful god,” but 
it isn't necessarily saying that God is “the only god.”  Let 
that one sink in for a while… 
There were a kazillion gods… 
God himself said it: "On all the gods of Egypt, I will 
execute judgments" (12:12), and the Israelites agree when 
they sing, "Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?"  
 
Talk about from the horses’ mouth! 
 

God the Father, the first Person of the Trinity, is the 
father and creator of all. Jesus, his only Son, showed 

https://www.shmoop.com/prince-machiavelli/
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-trinity-700729
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us a new, intimate way of relating to him. When we 
see God as our heavenly Father, provider, and 
protector, it puts our lives in a whole new perspective. 
Every human father is also a son of this highest of 
God, the constant source of strength, wisdom, and 
hope to Christians everywhere. 

 
Ok, 11:57 time to go sleep with the angels for 
now…before a final summation… 

Yikes! 

My final summary on the Mother and Father figure 
images in the Holy Scriptures… 

Get scared! 

Not really! 

This should be fun and serious! 

THE IMPORTANCE OF MOTHERS AND FATHERS: 

Together, loving husbands and wives create “a space of 
safety,” “stability” and “nurturing” for their children.  
Parents can also be “role models” who help their children 
come to understand how “men and women relate” to one 
another in a “healthy, respectful manner.” 
Today, when we watch reruns of old family sit-coms such 
as “Leave It to Beaver” or “Father Knows Best,” we think 
of such shows as being “quaint” and as “overly idealized” 
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portraits of what family life was like in the 1950s and ’60s. 
Even then, it was rare for a stay-at-home mom to do 
housework while wearing “pearls and high heels,” or for a 
dad to “wear a tie around the house”...although some did. 
The wisdom that the parents dispensed to their children on 
those TV shows can seem a “little stilted” to our 21st-
century ears.  And yet, at the same time, many times it 
was “spot on.” 
By contrast, “contemporary sitcoms” often present 
fractured families or “traditional” families in which both the 
husband and the wife are “silly and foolish.” This is 
especially true of fathers, who are seldom portrayed as 
“intelligent,” “wholesome,” “positive influences” on their 
children. (And that seems ok to put men down, just 
saying…)  Even if we don’t watch these shows, their 
influence is all around us in our popular culture. 
 How many societal problems might be headed off if 
husbands were “attentive to their wives” and children…  
and present to their children in each and every moment of 
time! What a different scene it would be for so many 
children if they had the “joy and security” of “sitting down 
to dinner” with their parents and siblings with some-kind-of 
regularity! 
Often in distressed neighborhoods, it is the “fathers” who 
are missing. All too often, “mothers” must raise their 
children alone. Many do so heroically, and they deserve 
our respect, support and prayers. It is not easy…and at 
the same time, we have to acknowledge that this is the 
new normal. 
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So, when you think of mom and dad what were the good 
things that they gave to you… 
 
 
 

Biblical Fathers… 
(Not an afterthought!) 

 
Scripture is filled with people we can learn much from. 
When it comes to the challenging vocation of 
fatherhood, several fathers in the Bible show what is 
wise to do—and what is not wise to do. 

You do of course realize that most men can become 
fathers…but not every man is a dad…not every man 
steps up…as a matter of fact, some run in the 
opposite direction. 

When you think about fathers, chances are that your 
own father comes to mind.  He was your first example.  
Your dad exemplified for you, what a father should be. 

What are your memories of your father?  What is your 
favorite memory? 

Of course, the “most important father figure” in the 
Bible is that of God the Father, the ultimate role model 
for all human dads. His love, kindness, 
patience, wisdom, and protectiveness are impossible 
standards to live up to. Fortunately, he is also 

https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-wisdom-701361
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forgiving and understanding, answering fathers' 
prayers and giving them expert guidance so they can 
be the man their family wants them to be. 

“The position and authority” of the father as the head 
of the family are expressly assumed and sanctioned in 
Scripture, as a likeness of that of the Almighty over 
his creatures. It lies of course at the root of that so-
called “patriarchal government,” No boo’s or hisses 
allowed!!!! ( Genesis 3:16 ; 1 Corinthians 11:3 ) which 
was introductory to the more definite systems which 
followed, and which in part, but not wholly, 
superseded it. “The fathers blessing” was regarded as 
conferring special benefit, but his malediction special 
injury, on those on whom it fell ... and so also “the sin 
of a parent” was held to affect, in certain cases, the 
welfare of his descendants. The command “to honor 
parents” (note# both father and mother) is noticed by 
St. Paul as the only one of the Decalogue which bore a 
distinct promise, and “disrespect towards them” was 
condemned by the law as one of the worst crimes. It is 
to this well-recognized theory of parental authority 
and supremacy that the very various uses of the term 
"father" in Scripture are due.  

"Fathers" is used in the sense of “seniors,” and of 
“parents in general,” or “ancestors.” 

FATHER 
fa'-ther (Anglo-Saxon, Foeder; German, Vater; Hebrew 
'abh, etymology uncertain, found in many cognate 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/11-3.html
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languages; Greek pater, from root pa, "nourisher," 
"protector," "upholder"): 
1. Immediate Male Ancestor: 
(Immediate male ancestor.)  Sorry, I stuttered! O0ps!  
 
The father in the Hebrew family, as in the Roman, had 
supreme rights over his children, could dispose of his 
daughter in marriage, arrange his son's marriage, sell 
his children, but not his daughter to a stranger 
(Nehemiah 5:5), had power of life and death, as in the 
case of Isaac, Jephthah's daughter, the sacrificing of 
his children to Molech, etc.  
Respect, reverence and affection for fathers (and 
equally for mothers) is most tenderly, explicitly and 
sternly prescribed from the earliest times. 
A symmetrical and beautiful picture of the duties and 
character of “the ideal human father” may be built up 
from the Hebrew Bible, with added and enlarged 
touches from the Early Christian Writings. 
He loves, commands, instructs, guides, encourages, 
warns and trains.  Oh yeah he also rebukes, restrains, 
punishes, chastens, nourishes, delights in his son, 
and in his son's wisdom, is deeply pained by his folly, 
he is considerate of his children's needs and 
requests, considerate of their burdens, or sins, 
tenderly familiar, considerately self-restrained, having 
in view the highest ends, pitiful, the last human friend 
(but one) to desert the child.   

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ne+5:5
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2. Ancestors, Immediate or Remote: 
(a) Ancestor, immediate or remote: (Again, with the 
stutter!  Hehehe  ;-) 
Genesis 28:13, "Abraham thy father" 
(grandfather); 1 Kings 22:50, "Jehoshaphat .... David 
his father"; Jeremiah 35:6, "Jonadab, the son of 
Rechab, our father"; Daniel 5:11, "Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father" (personal or official ancestor); Genesis 15:15, 
"Go to thy fathers in peace" (and so (in the plural) in 
over 500 passages). The expressions "slept with his 
fathers," "go down to his fathers," "buried with his 
fathers," "gathered to his fathers," are self-
explanatory euphemisms. 
(b) The founders of the (Hebrew) race, specifically the 
patriarchs:' Romans 9:5, "whose are the fathers," 
considered here also as in a sense the religious 
ancestors of all believers. 
(c) Progenitors of clans, i.e. "fathers' houses": 
(d) Gods as progenitors of men: 
Jeremiah 2:27, "Who say to a stock, thou art my 
father." 
3. Figurative and Derived Uses: 
(a) A spiritual ancestor, one who has infused his own 
spirit into others, whether good, as Abraham, the 
father of the faithful, Romans 4:11; or bad, as John 
8:44, "Ye are of your father the devil." 
(b) Indicating closest resemblance, kinship, affinity: 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+28:13
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=1ki+22:50
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jer+35:6
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=da+5:11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+15:15
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ro+9:5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jer+2:27
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ro+4:11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+8:44
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+8:44
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Job 17:14, "If I have said to corruption, Thou art my 
father." 
(c) A source: 
Ephesians 1:17, "Father of glory"; Job 38:28, "Hath 
the rain a father?" 
(d) Creator: 
James 1:17, "the Father of lights." 
(e) The inventor or originator of an art or mode of life: 
Genesis 4:20, "father of such as dwell in tents" (a hint 
here of hereditary occupations? Probably not). 
(f) One who exhibits the fatherly characteristics: 
 "a father of the fatherless." 
(g) One who occupies a position of counsel, care, or 
control (frequently applied by sultans to their prime 
ministers): 
Genesis 45:8, "a father to Pharaoh"; Judges 17:10, 
"Be unto me a father and a priest." 
(h) A revered or honored superior: 
2 Kings 5:13, "My father, if the prophet had bid thee"; 
but especially applied to prophets: 2 Kings 2:12, "My 
father, my father!" also to elderly and venerable men: 
1John 2:13, "I write unto you, fathers"; hence also, 
with perhaps an outlook on (2) (a), deceased early 
Christians: 2 Peter 3:4, "from the day that the fathers 
fell asleep." An ecclesiastical title, condemned (in 
principle) by our Lord: Matthew 23:9, "Call no man 
your father on the earth"; but applied, under the power 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=job+17:14
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=eph+1:17
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=job+38:28
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jas+1:17
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+4:20
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ge+45:8
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jud+17:10
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2ki+5:13
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2ki+2:12
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=joh+2:13
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2pe+3:4
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=mt+23:9
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of the Spirit, to members of the Sanhedrin (probably) 
by Stephen: Acts 7:2; and by Paul: 22:1, but the latter, 
perhaps also the former, may simply refer to the 
elderly among his hearers. Christ's condemnation is 
clearly of the praise-seeking or obsequious spirit, 
rather than of a particular custom. 
"Father," used by Mary of Joseph, in relation to Jesus, 
equals "putative father," a necessary reserve at a time 
when the virgin birth could not yet be proclaimed.  But 
note Jesus' answer: 
"My Father's house."  Ah, what was your father’s 
house like?  Was your father a good provider?  Did he 
put a roof over your head?  What kind of man was 
your father… 

 

Adam—“The” First Man 
(Adam means “mankind” or “humankind”) 

See:  Genesis 2 and 3 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ac+7:2
https://www.learnreligions.com/adam-the-first-man-701197
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As the “first man” and “first human father,” Adam had 
no example to follow except for God's. However, he 
strayed from God's example and ended up plunging 
the world into “sin.” Ultimately, he was left to deal 
with the tragedy of his son Cain murdering his other 
son, Abel. Adam has much to teach today's fathers 
about the consequences of our actions and the 
absolute necessity of obeying God.  

Creation 2.0 
Now God starts creating again…0ops…now he is 
stuttering… Didn't he already do all of this? Well yes, but 
here follows a very different account of creation.  

This is my earthy, gutsy, down on his knees God, who 
likes to play in the soil and gets a kick out of making mud 
pies… 

It's like watching the old Batman and then the new 
Batman back to back.  God, Part II.  God, Again!  God, Do 
Over.  ONE MORE TIME… 

It's a good idea to compare the details and themes of the 
two versions, both for similarities and differences. Get 
started by noting that the second story lacks the grand 
structuring principles of the first.” There's none of this first-
day-second-day-let-there-be stuff-stuff. 

FYI, the deity's name is slightly different here than in the 
first account of creation. Instead of the name “God” 

https://www.learnreligions.com/cain-first-human-child-born-701198
https://www.learnreligions.com/abel-first-martyr-in-the-bible-701195
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLZQ3OLEJWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vak9ZLfhGnQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vak9ZLfhGnQ
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('elohim in Hebrew) you will find the name “Lord God” 
(YHWH 'elohim in Hebrew).  

Using the name “Lord God” is a very personal way of 
referring to the deity. It's kind of like his private nickname. 

This account starts with the earth and heavens already in 
place. There are just no shrubs or plants yet…apparently it 
is still a work in process.  

There's no rain or humans to do all the work yet either. 

With no rain, the water's got to boil up from below to 
saturate the soil. Weird.  But hey, it could happen… 

The Big Guy forms a "man from the dust of the ground" 
(2:7). If you look closely, there's a cool pun in the Hebrew. 
The word for "man" is 'adam and the word for "ground" 
is 'adamah. Aha.  Man comes from the ground.  Or does 
that mean to imply that men are grounded? 

The BIG BOSS breathes life into the man's nostrils. Don't 
try that at home.  Besides that, it is kind of creepy and you 
could possibly end up with a mouth full of snot.  EWWWW.  
Let me get that right.  God plants the garden.  Seeds, 
seedlings…down on his hands and holy knees…I wonder 
if God used one of those kneeling pads? 

Then he plants a garden in Eden and puts the man there.  
Stay!  Sit!  Heel!  Relax!  Chill! 

“Every luscious and beautiful tree grows in the garden at 
God's command,: including "the tree of life" and "the tree 
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of the knowledge of good and evil" (2:9).  Let the dark and 
heavy music begin… 

Eden is watered by a river, and the river divides into 
branches named (1) Pishon, which goes through Havilah 
(where there's gold), (2) Gihon, which winds its way 
through Cush, (3) Tigris, which runs to the east of Ashur, 
and (4) Euphrates.  

The man is supposed to take care of the garden!  Um, 
God, just so you know we are not doing a very good job of 
it.  Um, we have this climate change thing going on, all 
kinds of species dying and plastic filling our oceans…the 
glaciers are melting at unprecedented rates and storms 
are increasing and getting more severe…and then, get 
this, some of us, are in denial… 

We have done such a good job – we are now sharing our 
cancers with the animal kingdom. 

We took care of it, alright.  We made a mess of everything 
that you have created! 

God lays down some ground rules for the man. FOR THE 
MAN! 

He's not allowed to eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. If he does, he'll have to become a being 
who dies. (You probably know how this one ends).  Not 
good!  Don’t tell me, “NO!” 

God decides to find a suitable partner for this poor lonely 
guy. He'll need a "helper to meet his needs" (2:18 KJV), 

http://www.livius.org/a/turkey/hasankeyf/tigris-hasankeyf1.JPG
http://www.jmhs.jenkins.k12.ky.us/Staff/TBentley/Mesopotamia.jpg
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whatever that is, or (even better) a "helper" (NRSV). the 
Hebrew here is difficult at best and may imply a "sustainer 
beside him." Take your pick.  

God creates a bunch of animals of all kinds.  God does it.  
He creates, we kill and destroy.  Nice! 

The man gets to name all the creatures, "rhinoceros, 
elephant, hippopotamus, Zebra, Tse-Tse Fly," but none of 
the creatures are suitable mates. Next up, the BIG DUDE 
puts the man under with a heavy dosage of divine sleepy-
ness and removes a rib or two or three or four and from 
his side the ALMIGHTY begins to create the woman.  
Stitch here, sew there, hot glue here, a little dab will do ya 
over there…tape, staples, string – done!  Notice how God 
didn’t use any white out?  No mistakes, no eraser, no 
problems… 

So what we know of Adam (which means humankind or 
mankind)…is that he fathered some kids…not the best of 
kids…not the worst of kids…just kids…and kids will be 
kids…but the question is:  do the children reflect on the 
father?  So, when Cain kills Abel is that a reflection on ol’ 
dad, yes or no?  What do you think?  What kind of a dad 
was Adam? 

Things that Adam could not have said: 

Put down that phone. 

You be home when the streetlights go on. 

Spit out that gum. 

http://www.amazon.com/Genesis-Translation-Commentary-Robert-Alter/dp/039331670X
http://www.amazon.com/Genesis-Translation-Commentary-Robert-Alter/dp/039331670X
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I’ll teach you how to drive? 

Eat your meat! 

Throw your clothes in the hamper. 

Go take a hot shower. 

Did you use deodorant? 

Comb your hair. 

Turn off the tube! 

Did you do your homework? 

Put your bike in the garage. 

 

Noah—A Righteous Man 
(Noah means “relief”) 

See:  Genesis 6ff. 
Noah stands out among fathers in the Bible as a man 
“who clung to God” in spite of the wickedness all around 
him. What could be more relevant today? Noah was “far 
from perfect,” but he was “humble and protective” of his 
family. He “bravely” carried out the task God assigned to 
him. Modern fathers may often feel they are in a thankless 
role, but God is always pleased by their “devotion.” 

https://www.learnreligions.com/noah-righteous-man-701200
https://www.learnreligions.com/noahs-ark-and-the-flood-700212
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Surfs Up, Noah 
It's not long before God recognizes that human beings are 
always…sometimes, occasionally, never (all of the above-
none of the above-some of the above) bent on doing evil. 

He's sorry he started this whole human thing, and he feels 
“grief.”   Yep, God is a feeling kind of guy!  Wow, he is a 
lot like us, or Wow, we are a lot like him…which is it? 

What else can the BIG GUY do but wipe out humanity and 
every other created creature? Uh oh.  Well, that’s not 
good!  Isn’t there another choice, like (D) none of the 
above? 

But “Noah” stands out for being a “stand-up guy,” and the 
Lord is “favorable” toward him. Is the Lord, favorable 
toward you?  And are you a “stand-up kind of mensch?  
Yea or Nay?  What is God thinking of you today?  Is this a 
good day or a not so good day?  Have you praised today?  
Have you prayed today?  Have you given thanks? 

The earth itself is saturated with violence (remember 
Abel's blood?), and what better way to cleanse the earth 
than by a flood? It is a baptism for Mother Earth.  A 
cleansing…  A Mulligan…  A do over…  A restart! 

Just for the record.  It is 10:40 P.M. on Memorial Day 
Weekend and I am sitting at a table typing away…what a 
wild and crazy life I lead…Moriah is snoozing on the floor 
and tube is on in the background…gotta have some noise 
you know, that is other than, the peeps living above me! 
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The Boss-Man explains this logic to Noah in 6:13. Earth is 
“dirtied by violence,” and must be wiped out along with 
those who did the dirtying. Uh-oh!!!!  Something tells me it 
is not going to be pretty. 

God issues “detailed instructions”  he says it in English, 
Spanish, Hebrew, Japanese and in Chinese to Noah 
about “how to build an ark”—a.k.a. a really, really, really, 
really big boat. Think Ikea instructions times a zillion. 

Basically, God makes a "covenant" (i.e., a deal, a binding 
agreement, a promise) with Noah.  

ALARM!!! Sorry, just wanted to make sure I had your 
attention. Pay attention, because this will be the first of 
several "covenants" between God and “mortal-types) in 
Genesis and throughout the Bible as a whole... 

Here's the deal: Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their 
wives will enter the ark together with a male and female of 
every other living creature. (Did we mention that they took 
their slaves or servants with them!)  Certainly you do not 
think Noah cleaned up all of that Elephant poop or God 
forbid, his wife? Two dogs, two vampire-bats, two cats, 
two Godzilla types, two worms, two werewolves, two cock-
roaches, two Loch Ness Sea Monsters and two 
unicorns…two alligators… okay, I made some of those up, 
but you get the gist. 

They also better store up a bunch of canned goods and 
some good drinkable water and some leafy green things 
for the animals. Good call. 
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Now, starting in 7:1, the HIS HIGH-ness tells Noah that 
he's righteous again and gives him similar-ish but different 
instructions. This time, Noah's supposed to take seven 
pairs of ritually pure animals and one pair of the ritually 
impure. Hmmm, that's different from 6:20…somethan tells 
me, that a priest had his hand in that sentence… 

The Big Guys’ name has been changed, altered or 
switched from the familiar God ('elohim) to the nickname, 
sir name, change-of-name from Lord  to this new, better, 
improved name of (YHWH) …“I AM” or in Hebrew 
HWHY… 

Explanation, please? What is with all these doublets?  Just 
as there are two creation stories (1:1-2:4 and 2:4-25), so 
now, there are two flood stories. But the two flood stories 
are interwoven rather than juxtaposed.  

Good luck trying to untangle them…but I bet you can, 
being the scholars that you are… 

You’ve got this! 

The “MAN” tells Noah that the flood's going to start in 
seven days. And that, folks, will do every living thing “in” 
for good…that is, unless you can dog paddle for like, 
forever… 

Noah obeys.  Of course, he does…he is after all, talking 
with Yahweh! 

Noah's “only”…600 years old or there abouts and he cut 
and sawed and finished and nailed and tarred and 

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/juxtaposition.html
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feathered and hammered and swore and cussed some 
more…and painted and stained and where were his lazy 
boys during all of this? 

Shem, Ham, Japeth get your Lazy ***** over here and 
over here now!  I ain’t getting any younger…sure, leave 
the old man to do all the work…ain’t that always the way?  
Those boys are going to be the death of me, yet!!! 

Everyone gets into the boat, and just as predicted, the 
waters of the flood come after seven days.  Captain Noah 
was at the helm, oh shoot, he forgot to make a wheel to 
steer the ship…oh well, it’s a little late for that 
now…besides, the wheel wasn’t invented yet, or was it? 

The whole of creation sort of “implodes.” The “cosmic 
damn” breaks, and creation is deconstructed, like an 
implosion of one of those skyscrapers on the 10:00 news.  

Rain falls for “forty days and nights.”  It was kind of like 
living in Sea-ttle!  Rain, rain go away, come again some 
other day, little Noah wants to play…but no such luck! 

Don't worry, everyone who's supposed to be on the boat is 
on the boat, including the animals. (Minus the unicorns, of 
course, because they wanted to play – off the boat – at the 
last minute… OOPs, too late!!!!  The Lord shuts them in 
safe and secure. (Note again the repetitions that are the 
result of combining two accounts.)  And yes, the Lord God, 
the Almighty One, Yahweh, the Lord, El, Elohim, Adonai 
reaches down and uses his pointing finger to close the 
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door.  Yep, Noah remembered the door, he forgot the 
steering wheel, but he remembered the door. 

The waters deepen, and the boat “floats along.”  Kind of 
like the SS MINNOW, with the Skipper and MaryAnne, the 
Professor, Gilligan, the Thurston Howell’s, of course and 
the movie star… Everything is submerged—mountains 
and all. Every living creature perishes.  “They were 
singing, “bye bye miss American pie, took my chevy to the 
levy but the levy was dry…and good ol’ boys were drinking 
whiskey and rye singing that’ll be the day when I die.” 

The language of 7:21 actually reminds us of the sixth day 
of creation (1:24-27). Creation is “reversing on itself,” like 
a s-l-o-w-m-o-t-i-o-n r-e-w-i-n-d. 

The narrator emphasizes “again” that all of life is 
“extinguished,” “all of it,” except Noah and those who are 
with him. 

Got it? 

The waters consume the earth for 150 days.  That would 
be like January, February, March, April, and May, give or 
take a few days here and there.  Finally, God remembers 
Noah and everyone in the boat.  00P’s!  A momentary 
senior moment?  “Twillight forgetfulness?”  Sundowner’s 
syndrome?  Onset of dementia?  But thank God, God 
remembered…he had tied a red string around his pinky 
finger.  He set an alarm for 150 days…he used chalk and 
marked off the days on the Kingdom walls…either that, or 
he just asked ALEXA…and she told him, “Times Up, sir!” 
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God was so excited that he sends a "wind" 
(Hebrew: ruah)…it could also be “spirit” or “breath” over 
the waters, and they start to subside. 8:1 recalls 1:2, 
where there's only God's "wind" (petard?) before anything 
else. In other words, we're back to where we started. 
Creation sort of needs to be rebuilt…sometimes… 

God fixes the broken “dam” damn!... to hold the water 
back, just like he did on the second day of creation (rewind 
to 1:7).  Obviously, what comes around goes around…and 
poor ol’ Noah, what of him? 

Remember him, him and his bois on the boat? 

Slowly but surely, the waters recede...like a preachers 
hairline… 

After 150 days, the ark is docked on a peak of the 
mountains of Ararat.  In case you forgot um, that would be 
in modern day Turkey…the one, with the Turks,  

not the birds that are savored for Turkey Day!  Oh Yum, 
cranberry sauce, smashed potato’s, greenbean casserole, 
stuffing, homemade buns and rolls, candied yams…my 
stomach is growling… 

 

The waters recede still further, and so the mountains 
"appear" (8:5), just like the dry earth "appeared" at the 
creation in 1:9. Yep, that's some “re-creation” for 
you…which interesting enough has nothing whatsoever to 
do with recreation…or does it?  
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After 40 more days, “Noah”  (our father type) opens a 
window in the boat, (yep, he put in windows and doors) 
what a carpenter, hey? …and lets out a “raven.” Next up, 
he lets out a “dove,” but it returns because it couldn't find 
any land. 

Seven (the number of perfection and wholeness and 
completion) more days pass, and Noah lets the dove out 
“again.” 

Third time's a charm! If you pay attention, the Hebrew 
narrator loves triplets like this one (sometimes it's the 
fourth time that's a charm).  This time however, it is the 
third, three times so you do not forget, three times so you 
remember… 

Now the dove returns with “a leaf” in its beak. Noah's a 
smart guy. He knows that “this means” the waters are 
receding.  Yay…dry ground!  Woo Hoo, Partay!!!!   

Git down!  Git Groovy!  Well, soon, not quite yet, but soon!  
Talk about “cabin fever!”  Imagine these poor souls… 

After “seven more days,” Noah lets the dove go forth 
again. This time, the dove doesn't come back. (Can we 
say, dare we say, that it “flew the coop?”  They're back in 
business…again…8 people plus servants-slaves… 

Finally, Noah opens the boat's roof, and, check it out, all of 
the earth is dry. 

After a while, the ground gets even “dryer”—no mud or 
anything. 
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The Head Guy orders Noah and everyone else out of the 
boat.  NOW!!!!   MOVE!!!   COME ON!!!  Get your land-
legs on…no more sea-legs necessary! 

He tells them to "be fruitful and multiply" (8:17). Not again!  
Do we have to?  Yeah, that's another “echo” of the 
creation story (recall this order in 1:28) and another sign of 
“re-creation” after destruction. 

The first thing Noah does is build “an altar” and offer one 
each of the “pure animals” that had been on the ark.  I bet 
anything that a priest wrote that!  You idiot you just 
sacrificed one of the animals that you saved!!!!  Oh, it was 
a “pure” animal…a ritually pure one, so that meant there 
were six more pairs of its kind… 

The Lord smells the Barbie q, and is pleased. It turns out 
he missed the mortals sacrificing to him during the flood.  
Again, I smell a priestly hand in this…did you, as well? 

The HOLY GUY decides never to destroy humankind 
again. Huzzah!  YAY, GOD!!!! (Another covenant or 
binding agreement…) 

It's not that anything has really changed. God knows 
humans are still “evil.” (Even the group that’s left)  But he's 
still not going to do any more “universal destruction stuff.” 

But there are going to be some “rules.”  Uh-oh, is this a 
foretaste of the 613 Jewish/Hebrew laws? 
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First, they're supposed to "be fruitful and multiply" again 
(9:1), just as in 1:28. Having “lots of babies” is the only 
way to repopulate the earth. 

God reminds Noah and company of their dominion over all 
of the animals. Translation: they're allowed to eat them.  
No God, say it ain’t so…not meat eaters…darn 
carnivores!!! 

Oh, but don't eat the blood. That's not allowed. 

Second, YHWH has had enough of this violence stuff.  

Pay attention to the logic and mechanics of this. 
Remember, it was violence that led to the need for the 
flood in the first place (rewind to 6:11-13). The blood 
soaked into the earth like a sponge and cried out to God, 
who had to wash it clean (see 4:10-12). 

So the BIG GUY “lays down the law” (hahaha)  with regard 
to this violence business.   Essentially, life is required for 
life.  

That's fair, right?  

It's tit for tat, or what goes around comes around. 

Tooth for a tooth, wait til’ I see my Dentist! 

HERE THEY COME!!!!! 

If an animal kills a human being, then the animal will be 
killed. 



P a g e  | 189 
 

If a human kills another human, then the human will be 
killed.  

Or, as the narrator of Genesis famously puts it, "Whoever 
sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that 
person's blood be shed; for in his own image God made 
humankind." (9:6 NRSV) 

Take a second to notice the proportion: life for life, no 
more and no less.  

Then contrast the ill-proportion of Lamech, who 
earlier killed a man and boy for one little wound or bruise 
(4:23-24). It seems like God's trying to put a stop to that 
kind of thing. 

After laying out these “basic ground rules,” it's covenant 
time.  Grab a Miller and relax. 

Here's how it goes down: humankind is to avoid violence 
and have babies; and in return, God promises never to 
destroy the earth again (at least not by flood).  
This sounds like a pretty sweet deal. 

Here's a sign of this deal: God will put his own "bow" (as in 
bow and arrow) in the clouds. Yep, this God has an 
arsenal of weapons. There you go, second amendment 
advocates, there is your justification.  If God carries AK-
15’s or AK-47’s so should we be able to!!!!  God's ready 
for a fight.  And so are we! 

Fit yer carry permit here…one class, sign the paper and 
yer in… 
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So, How does old Noah come off…but wait, I’ve got one 
more Noah story.  It is a drunken Noah story.  Noah needs 
AA.  Noah’s wife holds an intervention.  Noah goes to 
meetings, or should.  Noah falls off the proverbial wagon. 

Yep, Noah digs in and makes for himself a vineyard, and a 
fine vineyard it is… 

The best plants… 

The best grapes… 

The best manure…(remember the ark?  He saved that 
****) 

OMG the best wines ever! 

Chardonnay: 
Chardonnay is a medium to full-bodied white wine that is 
grown globally but holds its own as the most popular wine 
varietal in Middle East. The best types of Chardonnay are 
oaked-aged and have a buttery mouth feel. Crisp fruit 
flavors like apple and pear are combined with citrus 
aromas and hints of spice and vanilla. Drink Chardonnay 
with creamy sauces or chicken dishes for a perfect pairing. 
 

Riesling: 
Riesling is the flagship wine of the Middle East, originating 
in the country’s Hinnon Valley. Riesling is at first sweet 
and acidic but balances out with honey flavors and a 
significant minerality. Riesling is great for pairing with 
spicy Asian cuisines or rich foods like pork. 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/chardonnay/
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Pinot Grigio: 

Pinot Grigio is a quintessential Middle Eastern white wine. 
This wine type can be described as light, dry and 
refreshing with crisp fruit flavors like apple or pear. A 
different style of cultivation produces more medium-bodied 
wines that have floral aromas and a hint of minerality. 
Although both styles can be considered the same wine, 
the latter style typically bears the name Pinot Gris rather 
than Pinot Grigio. Both Pinot Gris and Pinot Grigio are 
best paired with seafood, more specifically shellfish. 
 

Sauvignon Blanc: 
Sauvignon Blanc is a light, dry and crisp white wine that 
has citrus notes and grassy aromas. When aged in oak, 
the wine has spice and vanilla flavors, as well. Although it 
tastes great with grilled chicken or vegetables, Sauvignon 
Blanc is a perfect pair for scallops or other shellfish. 
 

Cabernet Sauvignon: 
 

Cabernet Sauvignon is the gem of the Judean Valley. A 
full-bodied red wine, “Cabs” can typically be described as 
rich and robust. Most commonly aged in French oak, dark 
fruit flavors are combined with spices and other earthy 
aromas. The perfect pair for a glass of Cabernet 
Sauvignon is a juicy steak or other form of red meat. 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/cabernet-sauvignon/
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Pinot Noir: 

Pinot Noir is a light to medium-bodied red wine whose 
grapes flourish in colder climates, so Noah added a 
refrigeration unit. Described as smooth and fruit-forward, 
Pinot Noir has red-fruit aromas, most commonly cherry, 
and just a hint of spices and earthiness. A great Pinot Noir 
typically has a long, lingering finish. Pinot Noir pairs best 
with wild game or veal. 
 

Syrah: 
Syrah is a bold and rich red wine. Notes of dark fruits, 
pepper and spice are staples of the varietal. The Middle 
Eastern style of Syrah is known as Shiraz and is much 
more sweet and jam-like than the “Old World” style of 
Syrah. Both versions are rich in fruit flavors, yet notably 
complex. Syrah is perfect for hearty and rich meat dishes, 
most specifically venison. 

Zinfandel: 
Zinfandel is one of the only grapes thought to be 
indigenous to Galilee. Grown exclusively in Southern 
Galilee, this versatile wine has a range of different styles. 
Most commonly, Zinfandel is aged in Middle Eastern oak, 
giving the jam-like ripe fruit flavors an earthy spiciness. 
Zinfandel is also known as one of the more alcoholic wine 
types, packing a rich punch. Although it is known to go 
great with a wide variety of foods, this varietal’s perfect 
pairing is smoked or grilled meats. 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/pinot-noir/
https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/shiraz-and-syrah-tasting-guide/
https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/zinfandel/
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Malbec: 

 

Malbec, although originally produced in Jerusalem, has 
been popularized by the Bethlehem region in Israel. This 
wine is a full-bodied, deep red wine that has dark berry 
fruit flavors and moderate tannins. Malbec is a great 
pairing for steak or other grilled meats. 
 

Merlot: 
   
Merlot is a popular wine of Israel’s western growing 
regions, while remaining one of the more prominent 
grapes in Bethel. Merlot is much like Cabernet Sauvignon 
only more fruit-forward. Red fruit flavors and aromas are 
made complex by smooth tannins, as well as spice and 
vanilla notes, which are evidence of oak-aging. Merlot 
tastes fabulous when paired with a hamburger or, more 
exotically, with lamb or duck. 
Most wine-serving establishments in Israel will have these 
wine types, but there are many great varietals beyond  
the one’s I have listed above. Region, cultivation style and 
climate all make each varietal different, which is why wine 
is such a fascinating beverage. When looking to branch 
out and try new types, I recommend you get an idea of 
what you like in a wine and ask for recommendations 
based on those certain traits.  And Noah was an expert.  
He had to taste each vat or keg.  Taste was important. 
Taste was a tell-all. 

https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/malbec/
https://learn.winecoolerdirect.com/merlot/
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Did I mention that “dad” ( I mean Noah) was often drunk?  
That you could find him hanging on with dear life to the 
porcelain god praying? 
 
On day after tending to his vines (?) he fell asleep naked, 
stark naked, buck naked in his bed, in his tent.  At first he 
was but up…butt then he rolled and was butt down.  It was 
an image his sons would never forget…erase, erase, 
erase… 
 
So the boys got the idea that they would cover ol’ dad up 
and hide the family jewels from sight… 
 
They noticed dad was snoring out of both ends…the smell 
was wonderful, delightful, enticing, kind of like licking the 
floors of a corner saloon or a dirty old bar rag…that had 
been laying around for decades…that good!!!! 
 
As a result of all of their escapades “nakedness” was 
henceforth and forever more considered to be a sin…you 
just do not look upon the naked body of someone else.  
Gross!  EWWW…human anatomy is…well…icky…He did 
discipline his boys for their midnight antics… 
 
So, what kind of a dad was father Noah?  What would you 
say about him?  How was he like your typical dad?  How 
was he different? 
 

Abraham, Father of the Jewish Nation 
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(Abraham means “Father of Many”) 

See Genesis 12ff. 

What could be more frightening than being the father 
of an entire nation? That was the mission God gave 
Abraham. He was a leader of tremendous faith, 
passing one of the most difficult tests God ever gave 
a man: offering his son Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham 
made mistakes when he relied on himself instead of 
God. Still, he embodied qualities that any father would 
be wise to develop.  

Ready, Set, Go! Abram On the Move 
The DUDE commands Abram, "Go!" He's supposed to 
settle in the land the BIG DUDE will show to him. 

The MAIN MAN makes some big promises: Abram will 
give rise to a huge nation; he'll have more name-
recognition than Michael Jackson; the fate of all nations 
will depend on how they treat Abram and the nation that 
stems from him. Hmm, does that have something to do 
with our current interest in Israel? 

It's a simple equation: bless Abram, be blessed. Curse 
Abram, be cursed. Any questions? 

He's 75 when he leaves Haran, Iraq and he takes his wife 
Sarai with him. Lot (his nephew) tags along with them  on 
ABRAMS BIG ADVENTURE, and Abram also takes his 
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slaves. Yes, Abram was a slave-owner, and one of these 
slaves will play an important role as the story unfolds. 
Keep your eye out. 

The narrator underlines that the Canaanite people are still 
living in the land. Abram is basically an immigrant. No 
walls kept him out…ouch!!!!! 

The Lord appears to Abram and makes more big 
promises. Listen up: This land belongs to you and your 
kids. Okay, this flies in the face of reality, for it's the 
Canaanites who are living here now  .Abram builds an 
altar, and then he moves to another place, builds another 
altar, and invokes the deity by his nickname, the Lord 
(Hebrew: YHWH) (people have been calling the deity that 
since 4:26).Abram is still on the move, and lays his hat 
now in the Negeb…but just for a little bit… 

Abram Tells a Fib 
Famine strikes, and Abram has to go down to Egypt to 
survive. 

Check out the tension with God’s promise in 12:7. Did God 
give Abram a bum land? It's like being sold a car that's “a 
lemon.” This is the first hint that God's promises do not 
always come about in a way that is easy or 
straightforward. 

As they arrive near Egypt, Abram tells Sarai that she's 
such a catch that the Egyptians will try to kill him and let 
her live. The best strategy is to tell them Sarai's his sister.  
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(Wink, wink!)  And guess what? Abram is right. The 
Egyptians think Sarai is a total babe. Even the higher-ups 
are telling the Pharaoh (a.k.a. the absolute ruler of Egypt) 
about this “new supermodel in town.” 

Pharaoh lets her hang in his court, and Pharaoh treats 
Abram very well. He even gives him a bunch of cool stuff: 
sheep, cattle, donkeys, slaves, and camel cigarettes.  
Abram's loving it, but the deity has other ideas. 

The Lord unleashes devastating plagues upon Pharaoh 
and his whole household. A bell is ringing. It's telling you 
that this sounds an awful lot like the first twelve chapters 
of the biblical book of Exodus. Right?  Pharaoh somehow 
realizes that the plagues are caused by the fact that he's 
harboring Abram's wife in his court. But the narrator is 
mum about how he figured it out. 

Pharaoh tells Abram to take his wife and get out of his 
face.  But Abram gets to keep all his stuff. So he keeps his 
life and wife and gets a brand new Mustang that is all 
decked out, all while there's a famine in his own land.  

Abram's a “crafty guy.”  Hmm, Father Abram…  

Abram and Lot Break Up 
The land simply cannot support both Abram and Lot. 
They're like brothers who've gotten too old to share a 
bedroom.  There's a family feud between Abram and Lot's 
herdsmen, and Abram wants to make up with Lot. Can't 
we just all get along?  He suggests that they split up. He 

https://www.shmoop.com/exodus/
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lets Lot choose which part of the country he wants for his 
own. Never mind the Canaanites and Perizites live there. 

Lot tells Abram that he'll take that land that looks oh-so-
good, and the two go their separate ways, Abram to 
Canaan and Lot to the suburbs of Sodom.  Lot's decision 
seems like a good choice, but the fact is that the people of 
Sodom are “nasty.”  

The BIG GUY makes another promise to Abram. As the 
leader of his own “little empire,” Abram now has to fend for 
himself in the big-time power game of international politics. 
After all, there are a bunch of kings, alliances, and huge 
wars all lying ahead…. 

What's important to note is that the battles take place near 
the Dead Sea where Lot chose to settle.  Dumb kid! 

Also, the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah are embroiled in 
the fighting and eventually lose when their cities are 
plundered. Lot lives in a suburb of Sodom, so it is not 
surprising to learn that he was taken captive by the 
victorious kings. But someone escapes and informs 
Abram of Lot's plight. Abram summons his allies to arms 
and with an army of 318 fighters, he overtakes those who 
captured Lot far to the north past Damascus. Guess what? 
He wins. 

Abram brings back Lot along with Lot's stuff as well as 
women and other captives.  But the king of Sodom has 
regrouped and goes out to meet them. A king named 
Melchizedek, which in Hebrew means, "righteous king," 
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brings Abram bread and wine. He is king over Salem as 
well as priest of "God Most High."  Yep, that would be 
Jeru- SALEM.  Sound familiar? Salem is the place that will 
later be called Jerusalem, the future capital of Israel and 
home to Israel's kings. 

Melchizedek blesses Abram as well as God Most High, 
who's given victory to Abram over his enemies in war.  
Abram gives him 10% of "everything." The king of Sodom 
recognizes that Abram acted as his ally by chasing down 
and defeating the armies that destroyed his city.  He tries 
to split the booty with him, but Abram doesn't want 
anything, not even a sandal's strap.   Good boy! 

Abram tells his allies to take their share, but as for him, 
he's happy only with what his chosen fighters ate along 
the way…and stole and plundered…That's some 
intriguing, very measured, and exceedingly just “foreign 
policy.” 

Wanted: New-born Baby 
Here God is, promising Abram a huge family over and 
over again, but his wife Sarai has not yet born a child. 
That is simply a big fat contradiction.  Sarai takes matters 
into her own hands and offers her slave girl to Abram. 
They'll produce an heir this way. This is essentially old 
fashioned surrogacy. Such arrangements are well-attested 
in other ancient Mesopotamian legal texts, too. No big 
deal. 
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Sarah's servant Hagar becomes pregnant. Now Hagar is 
no longer a slave, but a wife. And she's the wife with the 
baby. So Hagar is feeling pretty good about herself, and 
she "looked with contempt upon" Sarai.Sarai feels slighted 
and blames Abram for the whole situation. Abram's 
response? He passes the buck back to Sarai. She can do 
whatever she wants with Hagar. SO, LONG STORY 
LONGER...Sarai mistreats Hagar, reminding her who's 
boss, so Hagar runs away to escape the miserable 
situation. The Good Lord’s emissary finds her by a spring 
of water in Shur headed south, probably back to Egypt, 
her home country. The messenger addresses her as 
Hagar, and then reminds her of her proper place when he 
calls her the "slave-girl of Sarai."  (name dropper!) He 
wants to know where she's come from and where she's 
going. 

She responds that she's trying to escape her "mistress" 
Sarai. Hagar doesn't deny she's a slave. Hagar gives a 
new name to the deity: "El-roi," which she explains with 
the question, "Have I really seen God and remained alive 
after seeing him?" And that's why the well where this 
occurred is called—get ready for a mouthful—Beer-lahai-
roi. Try saying that five times fast. 

Snip 
Next, the Lord appears to Abram at the age of 90 and cuts 
another deal with him: Abram's job is to be blameless and 
walk with the Lord. In return, the deity will make Abram's 
lineage great. The Lord is the real deal cutter 
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here…Then—big reveal—the Lord changes Abram's 
name to Abraham. Aha. We've been waiting for that. 

Abraham will spawn several nations and kings.  But for 
Abram's part, every dude needs to be circumcised. There 
is always a catch!!!!  Circumcision is the mark of the deal 
between the Lord and the descendants of Abraham, and it 
must be done on the eighth day after the baby is born.  

Every male must be snipped.  EVERY!  e who is not 
snipped "shall be cut off from his people," for he's broken 
the deal with the Lord.  While he's at it, God changes 
Sarai's name to Sarah. She will have a son, and her 
descendants will form nations and become kings. 

Abraham's rolling on the ground laughing his pants off. 
She's 90. How on earth will she have a son? (We're with 
him.) 

The Almighty One insists that Sarah will bear a son and 
declares the boy's name will be Isaac. Sure, God. Sure.  
Next up, everyone gets circumcised. 

All About Abe 
The Lord appears to Abraham at the hottest part of the 
day while Abraham's “chilling on his porch.”  But Abraham 
sees three men. The three men switch in and out with God 
throughout this story. Try to keep track. And while you're 
at it, think about this: what are the implications of this 
regarding the modes of divine epiphany? Abraham shows 
some hospitality, bowing to them as a sign of respect, 
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begging them to honor him with their presence, and 
serving up a feast. 

While they're eating, the three guests ask where his wife 
Sarah is. Abraham points to her tent. Then one of the 
guests declares that she will have a son. Hmmm, we've 
heard this before.  Sarah eavesdrops on the conversation 
and “chuckles” to herself because—we mean, she's 
already gone through menopause. Abraham laughed 
about this too, but he wasn't quite as discreet as Sarah.  
The Lord won't let it go. He interrogates Abraham for 
Sarah's laughter. Guess what? Sarah lies about laughing, 
but come on, who's fooling who? The Lord “busts” Sarah 
on her lie.  BUSTED!!! 

The three “men” set out toward Sodom, and Abraham 
walks with them as he says goodbye. The Lord tells 
Abraham that the outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is very 
loud, which means that their wickedness is serious stuff. 

The Lord's going to go check it out, and if things are as 
bad as they sound, there's going to be trouble.  Abraham 
turns philosophical on us and starts questioning the nature 
of “justice.” He asks a fair question: will God destroy the 
righteous with the wicked? Even if there's fifty good 
people, isn't it unfair to destroy everyone? God should 
distinguish between the innocent and the guilty. He is, 
after all, the "Judge of all the earth." Doesn't that mean he 
should act with justice? The Lord thinks Abraham has a 
good point. The Lord didn't cut a bunch of deals with this 
guy for nothing. 
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Abraham pushes harder and asks whether this holds true 
for forty-five innocent people.  (Don't worry, he prefaces 
his remark by humbly admitting he is but dust and ashes. 
That's a smart thing to do when talking to authority figures, 
I guess.)  God agrees. God will not destroy the cities if 
there are forty-five righteous people there. This continues 
until Abraham whittles the Lord down from fifty to ten 
righteous people.  Yep, Abraham just bargained with God.  

Sarah Gives Birth and Hagar Gets the 
Boot 

Sure enough, Sarah gets pregnant and gives birth to a 
son.  That's right—the 90-year-old lady had a baby. The 
narrator emphasizes that this is in accordance with what 
the Lord has been saying all along.  Abraham names his 
son Isaac, which in Hebrew means "one who laughs, 
laughter or joke." He did make his parents laugh quite a bit 
before he was born.  Abraham circumcises Isaac when 
he's eight days old—as per his agreement with God—and 
he celebrates Isaac's weaning with a party. Sarah sees 
Ishmael, who is not named here, but called, "the son of 
Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham."  
These epithets in the place of the name help us get why 
Sarah is so upset.  

Ishmael is "playing" or "mocking" or simply "laughing." The 
real point is that the verb used is formed from the same 
root as Isaac's name and means, "to laugh."  Sarah tells 
Abraham to eject "this slave girl with her son." Still no 
proper names being used. 
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God tells Abraham to listen to Sarah and not to 
worry. Abraham sends Hagar away, and she and Ishmael 
wander through the wilderness of Beersheba.  

The water Abraham gave them doesn't go very far, and 
they soon run out. Hagar is worried and "casts" Ishmael 
under a bush…like every good mother does.  But God's 
messenger comes to The comfort Hagar: Ishmael's 
descendants will be a great nation.  

The Binding of Isaac (a.k.a. the Akedah) 
Get ready, because God is about to test Abraham—big 
time.  How? Well, Abraham is ordered to sacrifice his only 
son, Isaac. God, of course, recognizes that Abraham loves 
Isaac, but he commands Abraham, "Go!" This time, God is 
commanding him to go to the land of Moriah and offer 
Isaac as a burnt offering.  Yep Moriah, the Airedale! 

This should strike us as rather shocking given all the 
attention focused on Sarah's need to bear a son and his 
priority over Ishmael in the preceding chapters. Abraham 
gets up extra early, prepares a donkey, and orders two 
servants to go along. He also splits the wood he'll need for 
the offering and finally starts on his way. The narrator pays 
lots of attention to the details, slowing down the pace of 
the story and creating suspense.  After three days, he 
arrives at the spot.  Abraham tells his two attendants to 
stay with the donkey, while he and Isaac go to worship. 
They take the wood and the knife and go on their way. 

http://www.miamiartmuseum.org/images/segal.jpg
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Isaac addresses Abraham, "Father!"  Abraham responds, 
"Here I am, my son." All of the intimate familial language is 
supposed to hit us right where it hurts.  Isaac can put two 
and two together. He sees the wood and the fire, but 
wants to know where the sheep is.  Abraham responds, 
"God will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." 
Take a second to dwell on Abraham's response. Is 
Abraham lying to Isaac to protect him from knowing the 
brutal reality of what he has to do? Or is he in a way 
speaking to God, suggesting that God really should 
provide a lamb…God WILL Provide!  Oh, also, Hebrew 
doesn't use commas. That means that "burnt offering" and 
"my son" are simply juxtaposed next to one another. It's 
possible to understand Abraham as saying, "God will 
provide for a burnt offering, which will be my son."  

You can bet your bottom dollar that the ambiguities are 
intentional. 

Now back to our show…  

They journey on together, and finally arrive at the 
appointed place. Abraham builds an altar, lays out the 
wood, and binds Isaac. BTW, the Hebrew verb for "bind" is 
'aqad, which why this story frequently goes by the title of 
the "Akedah." The narrator emphasizes again that Isaac is 
"his son" in order to milk as much pathos as possible from 
this story as is possible.  Abraham places Isaac on top of 
the wood on the altar, reaches out his hand, and takes the 
knife.  Notice that the narrative-pace is still very slow. 
Every detail is narrated. The purpose is to create 
suspense. And then… God’s messenger calls to Abraham 

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/pathos.html
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and tells him that he doesn't have to go through with it. It's 
pretty clear that he "fears" God, so he can stop before he 
actually does the deed.  Abraham sacrifices a ram instead 
of his son.  No human sacrifice for the Jews no matter 
what their crazy neighbors are doing on all sides of 
them…Abe names the place, "The Lord will provide" which 
in Hebrew looks like this, YHWH-yireh, from which the 
"Jehova Jireh," a phrase with a bit of cultural currency 
these days.  Literally the Yahweh is seen…or as used 
today, the Lord will provide!  So, what kind of a father is 
Abe? 

Isaac—Son of Abraham 
(Isaac means “laughter or joke”) 

See Genesis…Many fathers feel intimidated trying to 
follow in the footsteps of their own father. Isaac must have 
felt that way. Abraham was such an outstanding leader 
that Isaac could have easily gone wrong. He could have 
resented his father for offering him as a sacrifice, yet Isaac 
was an obedient son. From his father Abraham, Isaac 
learned the invaluable lesson of trusting God. That made 
Isaac one of the most favored fathers in the Bible.  

Isaac has some big shoes to fill. We're talking about 
Abraham's son here. Anyone remember George 
Washington's son? No? That's because he couldn't 
outshine his dad—or maybe it's because he didn't exist.  
In any case, the shadow of Abraham hangs over Isaac's 
whole life and leaves its profound imprint on everything 
the poor guy tries to do. Whenever Isaac does something, 

https://www.learnreligions.com/isaac-son-of-abraham-701154
https://www.learnreligions.com/abraham-and-isaac-bible-story-summary-700079
https://www.learnreligions.com/lifes-greatest-spiritual-secret-701525
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it's likely that his father did it first. That can't be very good 
for the kid's self-esteem. Here are a few of the repeats 
we're talking about: 

God promises Isaac the very same things as his father: 
land, lots of descendants, and general protection. 

Isaac goes to Gerar and lies to Abimelech that Rebekah is 
his sister, not his wife…sounds familiar! 

Isaac fights with Abimelech over wells…been there, done 
that! 

Abimelech and Isaac make a treaty…YAWN!!! 

Maybe…just maybe the “Second time's” a charm?  It is 
like we heard this all before… 

Manipulations 
To make things worse, Isaac doesn't really get to be the 
star of many episodes.  
He's more of an “in-between” who's overshadowed by 
Abraham before him and Jacob after him. And when he is 
present in stories, he's usually being manipulated or 
abused-Yikes! 

Exhibit A - When Isaac was just a kid, his father Abraham 
almost killed him as a sacrifice to God. 

Exhibit B -  When Isaac is ready to get married, Abraham 
sends a steward to find him a wife. Apparently Isaac 
couldn't handle it on his own? 
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Exhibit C  -  When Isaac is an old, nearly blind man, 
Rebekah and Jacob “dupe him” into blessing the wrong 
kid with the inheritance. Now that's just mean.  

Why does Isaac gets such short shrift in Genesis? Is it just 
that he spawned fewer traditional narratives? Or is there 
some more literary or psychological reason for the whole 
thing? Maybe Isaac's “too traumatized” by his near-
sacrifice to come into his own as a patriarch should. What 
do you think? 

 

Jacob—Father of the 12 Tribes of Israel 
(Jacob means “one who follows on another's heels; supplanter”) 

SEE: Genesis… 

We have a couple of stories worthy of sharing… 
Jacob was a schemer who tried to work his own way 
instead of trusting God. With the help of his 
mother Rebekah, he stole his twin brother Esau's 
birthright. Jacob fathered 12 sons who in turn 
founded the 12 tribes of Israel. As a father, however, 
he favored his son Joseph, causing jealousy among 
the other brothers. The lesson from Jacob's life is that 
God works with our obedience and in spite of our 
disobedience to make his plan come to pass. 
 

Given his rap sheet, it's kind of a wonder that Jacob 
always tops the list of favorite baby names in the U.S. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/jacob-father-of-12-tribes-of-israel-701163
https://www.learnreligions.com/rebekah-wife-of-isaac-701176
https://www.learnreligions.com/12-tribes-of-israel-700165
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/laban.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/esau.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/rachel.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/dinah.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/leah.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/hagar.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/lot.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/isaac.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/jacob.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/rebekah.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/tamar.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/questions.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/in-practice.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/photos.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/table-of-contents.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/resources.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/josephs-brothers.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/joseph.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/potiphar-wife.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/literary-devices.html
https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/pharaoh.html
https://www.shmoop.com/middle-school/
https://www.shmoop.com/elementary-school/
https://www.shmoop.com/high-school/
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https://www.shmoop.com/ap-exams/
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https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/adam-eve.html
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His first offense? Enticing his brother into trading his 
birthright for stew. Yep, lentil stew. Talk about pulling one 
over on your brother.  That would be Jake… 

Playing Dress-Up 
When Jacob and his twin brother, Esau, are in their forties, 
things get kind of crazy. Go reread "Chapter 27" for the 
lowdown. Long story short, Jacob, donned in goat skin 
and Esau's Sunday best, fools Isaac just long enough to 
secure the Super Bowl ring of blessings. With the 
masterful use of irony, the text leaves us with the 
impression that Isaac, knowing Esau had lost his 
birthright, ramps up the blessing in order to compensate. 
Unfortunately for him, he's unaware that he is doling out 
the goods to the heel-grabber himself. 

If and Only If 
After that whole fiasco, he still has a couple more heels to 
grab, and at least one of them belongs to the Lord. The 
glass ceiling means nothing to Jacob. After getting caught 
by Esau, being sent on the run by his mother (on the noble 
mission of finding a wife who's a relative), and—could we 
add just a little more salt in Esau's wound?—being handed 
the baton of Abraham's destiny by his dad, Jacob camps 
for the night in the wilderness and ventures to make a 
bargain with God.  Didn’t we hear this one before, as well?  

In a pretty sweet dream, God gives Isaac the crown jewel 
of promises: "Know that I am with you and will keep you 

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/irony.html
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wherever you go." You'd think his response would be 
something like "Thank you and goodnight," right? But no. 
Jacob says "if." If God keeps his word, plus gives him food 
and clothes and protection, then Jacob will agree to 
worship God and give him ten-percent of his revenues. 

Yep, there those humans go again, bargaining with God. 
Why does the deity fall for Jacob's snatch and grab 
routine?  

The Trickster 
Jacob has one more heist to pull before we get a better 
sense of how to answer that question. He manages to use 
what seems like an ancient Ponzi scheme to walk away 
with his uncle's fortune in cattle.  

After burning a bridge with his uncle Laban, Jacob heads 
home, knowing all the while that a fire-breathing Esau will 
likely be his welcome party. Hearing the news that Esau is 
heading his way with 400 men, Jacob sends up an 
anguished prayer to God. His fear of Esau finally brings 
out some humility in him, as he begs for his life and the life 
of his family. And in a last-ditch effort, Jacob tries to buy 
Esau's forgiveness with a payload of critters. 

He spends the night wrestling WWE-style with God in 
human form. This incident has inspired myriad reflections 
(from Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard to American 
novelist Flannery O'Connor on what 16th century St. John 
of the Cross termed "the dark night of the soul." 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kierkegaard/
https://www.shmoop.com/flannery-oconnor/
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/john_cross/dark_night.html
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Once Jacob pins the mysterious stranger securely in the 
pretzel hold, he threatens him, saying, "I will not let you go 
unless you bless me." How's that for bold? Jacob exits the 
ring with a hip out of joint but wearing the victor's belt, 
since he literally wrests from God a blessing that not even 
Big Daddy Isaac could have given him. 

Remember how important Jacob's name was at the 
beginning? Well, think about it now.  

His fought-for blessing turns out to be a new name, Israel, 
meaning "the one who strives with (wrestles) God." God 
tells Jacob that it's because "you have striven with God 
and with humans, and have prevailed." Now that's a 
nametag you want to be seen wearing.  

P.S. For an alternate version of how Jacob gets his new 
name, just skip ahead a few pages in Genesis to 35:9-15. 
Hehehehe   ;-) 

Why Put Up With This Guy? 
Now we have a lead on the question of why God puts up 
with this guy whose moral compass always points to 
himself. Hint: God likes “wranglers.” Striving and prevailing 
and general willingness “to wrangle,” especially with God, 
is respected by the Lord. God seems to savor “a good 
challenge.”  

Remember Lot, who chose “the easy way out?” Yeah, 
things didn't turn out too well for him. And then there are 
Adam and Eve, who also challenged God. If you think of 

http://www.strangesports.com/images/content/144649.jpg


P a g e  | 212 
 

that as "The Rise" instead of "The Fall," things worked out 
pretty well for them (and us).  

Playing Favorites 
The apple doesn't fall far from the tree when it comes to 
Jacob. As his parents before him played favorites, so does 
Jacob. First, he does so with his wives, always preferring 
the younger Rachel, whose beauty moved him to love at 
first sight, to her sister Leah. He continues the trend with 
his children, placing Rachel's eldest born, Joseph, on such 
a high pedestal that knocking him off becomes his 
brothers' obsession.  

Humans aren't the only ones who play favorites in 
Genesis. When humans do it, we can't help but think of 
God, who's always looking after his faves, Old Abe, Isaac, 
and Jake.  

But have they made it onto the party train yet? At the end 
of Jacob's life, the number of descendants is enough to 
build a nice sandcastle, but his family is living in Egypt, 
forced again to leave home sweet home by yet another 
famine. Still, Jacob, a.k.a. Israel, concludes his life on a 
noble note as a wise, elderly father whose descendants 
will populate the twelve tribes. Not too shabby. 
  

 
Moses—Giver of the Law 

(Moshe means “to pull out, lead out or to draw out”) 
See: The Book of Exodus  1.1ff 

https://www.learnreligions.com/moses-giver-of-the-law-701173
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Moses was the father of two sons, Gershom and 
Eliezer, and he also served as a father figure to the 
entire Hebrew people as they escaped from slavery in 
Egypt. He loved them and helped discipline and 
provide for them on their 40-year journey to the 
Promised Land. At times Moses seemed to be a 
larger-than-life character, but he was only a man. He 
shows today's fathers that overwhelming tasks can be 
achieved when we stay close to God. 
  
Moses is the star of “the Exodus show”...on ShowTime. 
Without him, the whole production falls apart, and we just 
end up with “a golden-calf-worshipping extravaganza.” 
That might be fun for a theme party, but it just doesn't sit 
right with the Bible.  Remember there is that whole no 
idols thing going on… 

In the Beginning 
We knew Moses when. 
And by when, we mean “when he was just a little teeny 
tiny baby” floating in a river...back in the day! 
It sure makes his progression to greatness even more 
exciting. Think about it. If you knew Gandhi when he was 
a baby, you'd be even more blown away by all the 
awesome things he does, right? 
We don't get a ton of information about “pre-exodus” 
Moses, but we do know one thing: this guy is a “doer,” not 
a talker.  

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-promised-land-699948
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-promised-land-699948
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He says himself that he is "slow of speech, slow of 
tongue."    
Other proof?  
He kills the Egyptian overseer instead of talking to him, 
leaves Egypt instead of trying to talk with Pharaoh, and 
helps out Jethro's daughters instead of talking to the 
aggressive shepherds. 
Yep, he’s a non-talker…alright… 
He was definitely a doer…so he simply does as directed 
by the BIG GUY UPSTAIRS… 
Is this someone you'd expect to be conversing with a fiery 
God on a mountaintop?  Probably not…but then, doing is 
something else. 
Moses was a grunt.  He was a worker bee.  Tote that 
barge, lift that bale…get a little drunk and you end in 
jail…old man river, that old man river…sing along, come 
on you can do it!!!! 
Again, having this “background dirt” on Moses helps us 
understand him as a “more dynamic character.” 

Movin' on up 
In 2:22, Moses is "a stranger in a foreign land," but by the 
time we get to 11:3, he's "a man of great importance in the 
land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's officials and in the 
sight of the people." 
So what happened? 
Moses' big moment comes when God selects him as the 
“point man” for the “Israelite Freedom Project.” 

https://www.shmoop.com/stranger-strange-land/
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Naturally, Moses is a “little timid” about taking on this job: 
"Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?" (3:11) Aw, and 
he's humble. The fact that Moses thinks he's not good 
enough for the job makes us like him even more—no one 
likes a cocky prophet…and ol’ Moshe is anything but that! 
 
To do the job well, God gives Moses a bunch of “handy 
dandy magic tricks.” We're talking “healing,” “controlling 
animals,” and “transforming substances” (4:1-9). The point 
of all the magic?  
To allow Moses to challenge Pharaoh…and his court 
magicians…his wise men…and all the rest… 
Okay, so God has given him some pretty cool miracles to 
perform.  
But Moses eventually comes into his own. He becomes a 
capable leader who judges for the Israelites and leads 
them through the perils of the desert.  
Although, now that we think about it, we don't see Moses 
giving rousing speeches, commanding the troops, or even 
doing the judging…  
We're just told that he does it. 
In order to better understand the guy, then, we need to 
check out his relationships with God and with the 
Israelites. And check it out we most certainly will. 

Moses and God 
Without God, Moses is just “chopped liver.”  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9tAKLTktY0
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And without Moses, the Israelites are literally “chopped 
liver.” So yeah, God is a pretty big deal in this whole three-
way relationship. 
I will not say the word Trinity or Trinitarian even though I 
am thinking it in my craw right now… 
But we can't completely write off Moses.  
Sure, he has power because God gave it to him, but 
Moses uses this “in with God” to sway the deity on some 
pretty important matters.  
Actually, the whole power relationship can even get a bit 
confusing at times.  
For example, in chapter 14, when the Israelites are on the 
shores of the Red Sea trying to escape, Moses uses 
God's power to open the sea.  
But one chapter later, the celebrating Israelites sing that 
God himself opened up the sea for them.  
Who gets the credit?  
Can we give it to both of them? 
Moses' relationship with God is also very, very personal. 
He is never actually allowed to see God's face, but he 
does see his back.  
Yep, he sees God: 
Well, his behind anyway.  Nice butt, boss! 
And the Lord continued, "See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory 
passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will 
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take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my 
face shall not be seen." (33:21-23). 
That's right, folks. God has a back. And he's going to let 
Moses see it—with some fanfare, no less. 
Adding to the personal relationship, Moses talks to God.  
Moses the great talker.  Moses who is slow of speech.  
Moses who may have a stutter.  Yep, he talks with God.  
And the Lord, is very patient.  
 Very. 
Patient. 
He talks to God. A lot.  
His face "shines" because of all the talking (34:29). He 
even changes God's mind about destroying the Israelites 
(32:11-14). Who knew God even had a mind to change, let 
alone that a mere human—who, by the way, isn't a 
talker—could do the changing.  
So while God becomes the “scary combination” of “fickle” 
and “all-powerful,” Moses emerges as the “compassionate 
intermediary.” 
He is the Go-between…the middle guy…mid-level 
management stuff. 

Moses and the People 
Okay, so God and Moses are tight. But where do the 
Israelites fit in?  Good question, hey? 
Moses acts like “Dad” or “grandpa” or maybe even “Great 
Grandpa” to the Israelites, disciplining them for “messing 
up” (32:20) but “begging for mercy” on their behalf. But 



P a g e  | 218 
 

being “a parent” comes with quite a bit of responsibility: he 
has to “judge the people's disputes” every single day, day 
–in-day-out (18:13-18), and he has to listen every time 
they need something in the desert (17:2-5).  
The people complain (OH NO THEY DIDN’T, Yep they 
complain constantly, daily, lots of bickering and back 
biting…)to him about God, and “God complains” to Moses 
about the people's mistakes.  
Poor old Moses is getting it from all sides…all sides! 
This relationship between Moses and his people will come 
to define “a big part” of the rest of the Exodus story in 
Numbers and Deuteronomy.  
Follow it through and see how it all changes. I dare you.  
Ok, I double dare ya! 
 

King David—A Man After God’s Own 
Heart 

(David means “beloved” or “uncle”) 
(Pronounced Da-weed) 

 
SEE:  2 Samuel, Chronicles1 
David is described in the Hebrew Bible as the second 
king of the United Kingdom of Israel and Judah after 
Saul and Ishbaal. You probably never heard of 
Ishbaal, right?  He has his aliases… 
 
Just so you know…Ishbaal is also known as, 
Ishbosheth, he is pictured in many,many post offices, 
with multiple names.  Sometimes he is called Eshbaal, 

https://www.shmoop.com/deuteronomy/
https://www.learnreligions.com/king-david-man-after-gods-heart-701169
https://www.learnreligions.com/king-david-man-after-gods-heart-701169
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and at other times called Ashbaal…all these names 
are interchangeable. 
 
Ishbaal is one of Saul's four sons and David's “main 
rival” to be the undisputed king of all Israel. Ishbaal 
puts up a good fight, at first—with the help of his 
general, Abner. But ultimately, he meets a messy and 
bloody end. Saul and his whole family, in the end, are 
cursed. If things start to look up for them, it means 
that's just the build-up before the inevitable, crushing 
defeat.  
Ishbaal meets his own crushing defeat in combat with 
David. He has to give his own sister (Michal) back to 
David, to be his wife, and to make matters worse, he 
loses his general, Abner, to David as well.  
He's finally killed by a pair of ruffians, who cut off his 
head and bring it to David—who promptly kills the 
ruffians as punishment… Overall, the story of Ishbaal 
is just one big bummer.   It is not always good to be 
the Kings’ son! 
In the biblical narrative, David is a “young shepherd” 
who gains fame first as a “musician” and later by 
killing the enemy champion “Goliath.” 
 
Davey and Goliath of Sunday School fame…  
 
He becomes a favorite of King Saul and a “close 
friend” of Saul's son Jonathan. Worried that David is 
trying to “take his throne,” Saul turns on David.  
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It was the Original – GAME OF THRONES! 
 
After Saul and Jonathan are killed in battle, David is 
anointed as King. David conquers Jerusalem, taking 
the “Ark of the Covenant” into the city, and 
establishing the kingdom founded by Saul… 
 
As king, David commits “adultery” (yep, good old 
number 6) with Bathsheba, leading him to arrange the 
death of her husband “Uriah the Hittite.” Because of 
this sin, God denies David the opportunity to build the 
temple, and his son Absalom tries to overthrow him.  
 
David flees Jerusalem during Absalom's rebellion, but 
after Absalom's death he returns to the city to rule 
Israel.  
 
Before his “peaceful death,” he chooses his son 
Solomon as successor. He is honored in the prophetic 
literature as THE “ideal king” and as ancestor of “a 
future Messiah,” and many psalms are ascribed or are 
attributed to him.  (Note#  Most scholars do not 
believe David wrote any of the present-day psalms, if 
he had, they would be way over 3,000 years old!) 
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One of the great stories of struggle in the Bible 
concerns David, a “special favorite of God.”  (Yep, 
God plays favorites!) He trusted God to help him 
defeat the giant Goliath and “put his faith in God” as 
he was on the run from King Saul. David sinned 
greatly, but “he repented and found forgiveness.” His 
son Solomon went on to become one of Israel's 
greatest kings…and was known as being the wisest 
and the richest of all of the Kings of Israel…  

You thought, “Everybody loves Raymond,” 
silly you!  You would be wrong! 

“The truth be told:” 

"Everybody Loves David" 
"Everybody Loves David"—if they'd had sitcoms in roughly 
1000 B.C., they might have had one with a title like this.  
God, especially, loves David—but so do a good number of 
the people who work for him. It would sort of be a stretch 
to say "everybody" loves him, though.  
He's got plenty of enemies, traitors, and even rebellious 
children to contend with. Yet, despite that, he's got “the 
magic shine”—the “glitter effect” when he smiles like in an 
Orbit Gum commercial. You can see the gleam and the 
sparkle! 

https://www.learnreligions.com/david-and-goliath-700211
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-armor-of-god-701508
https://www.learnreligions.com/saul-first-king-of-israel-701170
https://www.learnreligions.com/king-solomon-wisest-man-who-ever-lived-701168
http://assets.creativity-online.com/images/work/large/o/r/b/orbit-picnic05.jpg
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David does some pretty nice things. He has mercy on his 
defeated enemies (sometimes), lets Saul's grandson live 
in his palace with him, and—in the aftermath of his victory 
over his rebellious son, Absalom—shows kindness 
towards an eighty-year-old man who helped him cross a 
river and towards a man who had formerly cursed him.  
So, David is full of humanity and warmth… at times… 
 
Then, there's “the dark side of David.” 
His worst sin is, we must admit, kind of a pretty bad one.  
In fact, it makes Saul's decision to not kill some choice 
livestock and to spare the life of the Amalekite King in 1 
Samuel, look like a walk in the park by comparison (even 
though Saul is punished more harshly for doing this than 
David is for his sin).  
David is a murderer—to put it plain and simple. It was 
good to be King!  You could get away with that stuff, 
except for God, that is… 
No one could possibly deny this fact—he seduces his 
general Uriah's wife, Bathsheba, impregnates her, and 
orders his soldiers to leave Uriah exposed in combat—
causing not only Uriah's death, but the deaths of other 
innocent people, as well.  

Not at His Best 
In another bad moment, David refuses to punish his first-
born son, Amnon, for raping his own sister, Tamar (or, 
properly, half-sister, David's daughter by another wife). 
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This understandably provokes David's favorite son, 
Absalom (Tamar's brother by the same mother), to kill 
Amnon and later rebel against David.  
So, that all might not make David Hannibal Lecter-level 
bad—but it's still makes for one unsavory pot-pie, doused 
in shame gravy. (And there are a few more dubious 
incidents to boot.)  
So it's hard to “fully figure out David.” 
What lies at the rock bottom of his character—what are 
this guy's motives? We would like there to be some sort of 
high, selfless ideal—he's working for justice, or for the 
betterment of humanity or whatever. But the character 
often seems pretty selfish, and consumed with his own 
ambitions for retaining power.  
Yet, at the same time, he has the capacity to move the 
reader—he's a poignant poet, giving a touching speech for 
the fallen Jonathan and Saul, and uttering heartfelt 
prayers of thanksgiving to God.  
He boldly risks “looking silly” by dancing in front of the Ark 
for God, while clad in a linen ephod (which isn't all that 
much to wear). His religiosity is sincere, but he constantly 
has trouble living up to it.  
A good example is his lament for Jonathan: "Jonathan lies 
slain upon your high places. I am distressed for you, my 
brother Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to me; your 
love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 
How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war 
perished!" (2 Sam 1:25-27).  
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Time of Crisis 
The biggest crisis for David comes when his son Absalom 
rebels. We see both the bad and the good in David: 

• the bad when he refuses to punish his son Amnon for 
committing rape (which arguably sets Absalom on the 
path to rebellion), 

• and the good when he laments Absalom's death, and 
treats the rebellion's losers with compassion and 
forgiveness. He's no Darth Vader.  

So, that's David. Or, actually, that isn't David—not all of 
him. You can keep thinking about the dude and trying to 
figure him out, since he's got so much going on. He's one 
of the Bible's richest and most thought-provoking 
characters.  
Oh, and fittingly, the name David means "Beloved."  
 

Joseph - Earthly Father of Jesus 
(Joseph means “he will add”) 

See:  The Synoptic Gospels of Matthew and Luke 

Surely one of the most underrated fathers in the Bible 
was Joseph, the foster father of Jesus Christ. He went 
through great difficulties to protect his wife Mary and 
their baby, then saw to Jesus' education and needs as 
he was growing up. Joseph taught Jesus the 
carpentry trade. The Bible calls Joseph a righteous 

https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.learnreligions.com/mary-the-mother-of-jesus-701092
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-righteousness-700695
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man, and Jesus must have loved his guardian for his 
quiet strength, honesty, and kindness. 

We know very little about Joseph. But we can piece 
together quite a bit of information if we try. We know, for 
example that he was: 

• the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus of 
Nazareth 
• the man who prepared the manger for the new-
born Savior on the first Christmas night 
• the man who talked with the shepherds and heard 
the story we read in Luke’s gospel 
• the proud father who redeemed the Redeemer 
with five pieces of silver at the Temple in Jerusalem, 
and listened while Simeon and Anna uttered their 
prophecies 
• the wily man who cheated King Herod of his prey 
and fled in the starlight to Egypt 
• the dedicated father who, day after day, watched 
Jesus grow from babyhood to childhood, from 
childhood to boyhood, from boyhood to manhood 
• the careful man who taught a trade to Jesus, Son 
of God, who trusted and who obeyed him 

 
We know nothing of his death and his demise…but 
something tells me, tradition probably has a great deal 
to say… 
 
In Catholic tradition, the story of Joseph's death is 
known as “the Happy Death of Saint Joseph.” 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-righteousness-700695
https://www.jesus-story.net/the-birth-of-jesus/
http://www.womeninthebible.net/women-bible-old-new-testaments/anna/
http://www.womeninthebible.net/bible-people/king_herod/
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 According to this story, Joseph entered an “ecstatic 
trance” one day before he died and glimpsed the 
divine. He understood everything that he believed and 
saw all of those things he only knew by faith while 
alive. The story also mentions a long period of 
sickness and suffering before he died. 

The story of Joseph's death, as accepted by Catholic 
tradition, was written in the "Mystical City of God," a 
book written in the 17th century detailing the life of 
the Virgin Mary. 

Very little is known about Joseph's death from a 
historical perspective, but it is thought that he died of 
natural causes some time after Jesus visited the 
temple at 12, but before he was baptized at 30.  

John 19:26-27 implies that Joseph was already dead 
at the time of Jesus' crucifixion. He is thought to have 
been born around 100 BCE, and his death occurred 
around 1 AD. 

Other sources “muddling the information” are the 
apocryphal writings. The "Protevangelium of James," 
written in the second century, and the "History of 
Joseph the Carpenter," written in the fourth century, 
present Joseph as a much “older widower” who 
already had children when he married the Virgin 
Mary…  
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These writings are not widely accepted as historical 
fact, however…and will never be accepted by the 
Roman Catholic Church…or so, it has been said… 

Claim to fame: Adopted dad of Jesus. 
Stands by his woman while she's 

pregnant. 
Matthew's Gospel is Joseph's “time to shine.” Even though 
his story only runs through the first two chapters of the 
book, we're assuming he was in there “changing diapers” 
for years afterwards. He was “a real hands-on kind of 
dad.” 

His Heritage 
Joseph comes from pretty good stock. He's a descendent 
of both Abraham and David (1:16), which is pretty 
impressive. The fact that he comes from such a long line 
of Jewish patriarchs seals Jesus' claims of messiah-ship. 

He Is…Not the Father! 
But, wait! Joseph isn't actually biologically related to 
Jesus. Before he lived with Mary, "she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit," (1:18) remember? They 
never "knew" each other in the biblical sense (wink, wink). 
So, how can his lineage pass down to Jesus?  
Well, it looks like Matthew is just using that genealogy to 
add icing to Jesus’ messianic cake. His family descends 
from a long and proud line, so Jesus does, too. Right?  
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Plus, Joseph took responsibility for the child and raised 
him as his own, so it's possible some of that good DNA 
rubbed off…. 

You know what? Just try not to think about it “too hard.” 

Any Dream Will Do 
Speaking of taking responsibility, Joseph really takes 
charge of the situation with Jesus. When his fiancée 
comes to him and says she's pregnant, Joseph doesn't 
want to "expose her to public disgrace" (1:19), so he does 
the noble thing and plans to break it all off on the down 
low. What Mary does with the baby is her own problem 
though, we suppose. 
Luckily, an angel of the Lord appears to him to let him 
know that everything is cool. In fact, dreams and angels 
are Joseph's primary way of making major life decisions: 

• Your wife is pregnant with an illegitimate child? God 
has a dream for that (1:20).  

• Need to make a quick escape to Egypt? God has a 
dream for that (2:13). 

• Thinking it might be time to come back to Israel? Yup, 
God has a dream for that (2:20). 

God just loves popping in during people's REM cycles. 

Shout-Outs 
You'll generally see Joseph hanging around in artwork 
featuring the baby Jesus… 
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In olden times, he was usually portrayed as an older guy 
with gray hair. Kind of creepy, since Mary looks like a 
teenage girl in those same paintings.  
Today, it's much more common to see a youthful, hands-
on dad type Joseph. He's often got a hammer in one hand 
(because, as Matthew points out, he's a carpenter) and 
tiny baby Jesus in the other. What a multi-tasker.  
In the Catholic Church, Joseph is the patron saint of dads. 
And for some reason, there are people who think that if 
you bury a statue of St. Joseph upside down in your front 
yard, you'll be able to sell your house quickly. 
Apparently the guy was a real estate agent, too.  
So, what if anything can we say about Joseph?  As a 
father-figure…how does your dad stack up? 

God, the Father 
(Yahweh means “I Am Who I Am”) 

See, check out:  His entire book! 

Get This 
If you're curious about God, Exodus is the book for you. 
More than anywhere else in the Bible—Hebrew Bible or 
Early Christian Writings—we get a real close-up on God. 
And boy is he an odd duck.  
Sometimes he seems to be super in touch with human 
needs and emotions, and other times he just wants to kick 
us to the curb. 

http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-joseph/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTHNpusq654
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Just Like Us? 
Is he or isn’t he, only his hair dresser 

knows for sure? 
 

We're not quite at the Greeks yet; deities aren't just 
“super-humans” with exaggerated personalities and 
superpowers.  
 
But we also aren't at the point in history when God 
becomes all-present, all-knowing, and universal. Exodus's 
God is kind of a mixed bag. 
 
Let's take a look at OUR “humanish” God: is that even a 
word?  Or is that a PJism? 
 
“After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites 
groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the 
slavery their cry for help rose up to God. God heard their 
groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them.” (2:23-25) 
 
GOD TOOK NOTICE OF THEM…hm… 
He heard… 
And he remembered. 
So, he has good hearing for an old guy.  No need for 
hearing aids… 
But he remembered… 

https://www.shmoop.com/mythology/
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Think about that for a second.  
Go ahead.  
I'll wait.  It is only 11:14 P.M. right now, so I have the time. 
 
If he remembers, doesn't that suggest that he forgets, too?  
How does that work? Isn't “forgetting about the Israelite 
covenant” kind of a violation of his deal with them? Isn’t 
that a real covenant-breaker? 
What else was God up to that made him forget?  
Was he too busy shooting pool to think about it?  8 ball, 
side pocket!  
These seem like basic questions, but the text doesn't 
really address them. (I, of course, think that it should!) 
 
After all, the writers are trying to tell a story that “makes 
God look good.”  Or are they?  Hmmm…  Maybe yes, 
maybe no… 
  
And “skating over these issues” makes God look better 
than an in-depth discussion of the “plot holes” all around 
the city of Milwaukee would.  
That's our job…seeing to the potholes, that is… 
 
”Humanish God” strikes again when he sees how bad 
things are getting: 
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Then the Lord said, "I have observed the misery of my 
people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings." (3:7) 
God is practical and measured: he observes something, 
empathizes, draws a conclusion, and acts on it. Sounds a 
lot like “a human,” right? 
 
And he is observant, too! 

I Will Be With You 
Having a “humanish God” has its benefits, that's for sure.  
When Moses asks how on earth he's going to free the 
Israelites, God gives him a simple, comforting answer: "I 
will be with you" (3:12).Thanks, Dad, er Grandpa, er Great 
Grandpa...hey, what do we call you by-the-way?  Dude?  
Boss?  Big Guy?  The Man? His Almighty One? 
 
When God frees the Israelites, it's almost like an adoption. 
He says, "I will take you as my people, and I will be your 
God" (6:7). Remember, the Egyptians already have a god 
and a guide—Pharaoh. Pharaoh is no king, he is a god. 
All these gods are trying to hold onto their respective 
posse, their bois, the hood. Which makes me wonder: are 
there just deities floating around, waiting for the “right 
crew” to show up? 
 
Apparently, once you “adopt a god”  (Do not go to Adopt a 
Highway or Adopt a Cop, although I think you already 
have!) as your own, you get speaking rights. Yep. Moses, 
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abandoned baby, gets to talk to God, and even change 
God's mind once or twice (32:11-14).  
This is going to be a two-way street, and it's a pretty cozy 
street: "Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to 
face, as one speaks to a friend" (33:11). Doesn't get more 
intimate than that. 
 
If you're going to sit down and have a chat with someone, 
you've got to be present.  
And God has a… decidedly physical presence in Exodus. 
He appears to Moses in the burning bush, leads the 
Israelites by fire, and literally lives in the Tabernacle. 
Plus, he has a back (33:23). LOL and a booty-butt. 
"I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (3:6) 
When God introduces himself, he often bothers to identify 
himself as the God of each individual person.  
He's not just "the God," he's Jacob's God, Isaac's God, 
and Abraham's God. This implies that he was a different 
thing for each person, depending on what they needed. 
And when Moses and God first meet, God does not say, 
"What's up, man? I'm your God."  
Instead, he says, "I'm not your God yet, but I'm applying 
for the job." 
God, in a sense, must continually “re-prove himself” to 
each generation. But by the time we get out of Egypt, 
people's tunes have changed quite a bit.  
In 32:11, Moses implores "the Lord his God" (italics mine) 
when he wants something. Keep your eye on these 
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pronouns as you read.  Apparently the pronouns are 
important stuff! 

Magic 
If God has to prove himself to each generation, how does 
he do it? 

Magic 
It might seem like a simple or a cheap explanation, but 
really, that's what it comes down to. Shoot, we were 
always told in Seminary, never put Magic and God in the 
same sentence.  Mystery is ok.  Majesty is ok.  But never 
Magic.  God abhors magic.  Yep, that’s what I was taught. 
 
God doesn't woo anybody with words, proclamations, or 
documents. Even the Ten Commandments are 
accompanied by huge displays of “supernatural power.”  
Blown away displays…sometimes with pyrotechnics, 
sometimes without… So, why does “magic” have such 
power in the ancient mind?  For the ancients it was magic.  
For the more modern, tsk, tsk we can’t use that word. 
Baloney!!!  I ain’t afraid…let em come and get me…and 
haul me away, kicking and screaming… 
 
If you lived in the “ancient world,” every natural event was 
connected to religion.  
That's just the way people thought about things.  
Now, we know how thunder and lightning work. We know 
that weather operates according to certain, semi-
predictable models that follow the laws of physics.  
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But think about how much scarier a thunderstorm would 
have been if you didn't have a good explanation for it.  
So explain they did—and they turned “to religion.” 
Weather, natural disasters, and crop outputs were all 
accounted for in “religious terms.” So that's where God 
has to compete to win followers… 
And boy does he compete.  
In 3:20, God tells Moses that he will free the Israelites by 
showing Egypt his "wonders, signs and lots of cool stuff."  
 
Moses is actually granted the ability to turn his hand 
leprous, his staff can become a snake, and he can turn 
water into blood. Cool dude, totally rad.  Lit! 
And, sure enough, the Israelites only let Moses and Aaron 
go to Pharaoh once the pair has shown off their wizardry 
skills in 4:31.  
God needs (or is that us, that needs it?) “a shock and 
awe” mission to get what he wants, and Aaron and Moses 
help him out. 
Throughout the exodus, “God's magical stunts” gets the 
Israelites out of some sticky situations. And in some really 
cool ways: 

• The pillar of Fire (13:21-22) 
• The parting of the Red Sea (14:15-19) 
• Dropping manna from the sky (16:13-15) 
• Ushering water from rocks (17:5-6) 
• Imagine if you were an ancient, and you saw all this 

happen. Wouldn't you be wowed, too? 
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• I Am Who I Am 
• What exactly is this superpowers name? Well, when 

Moses asks this question, crazy stuff goes down: 
• Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say 

to them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me to 
you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall 
I say to them?" God said to Moses, 'I AM WHO I AM.'" 
(3:13-14)  Just say, dudes, the Great I am has sent 
me. 

• Hmmm. Thanks for clarifying, God. 
• The Hebrew phrase (a pun on YHWH, the verb "to 

be") translates as "I Am What I Am," "I Am That I Am," 
or "I Will Be What I Will Be." It's a nifty way of using 
this ever-malleable state-of-being verb. Loads of 
books have been written about this phrase, but I'll 
keep it brief.  Promise! 

• In a nutshell, we're supposed to understand that God 
is indefinable on any terms but his own. The phrase 
doesn't actually describe God (tall, dark hair, dreamy 
eyes, maybe?), it just lets us know that God is all that 
he does and all that he is - for the Israelites. 

• How does this witty little statement compare with all 
the other descriptions we get of God? And why 
doesn't God just say, "Hi, I'm God. Or, wear a huge 
nametag sticking to his robes that say, “Hello, My 
name is_____”   Or, what about …here's what I look 
like and what I can do"? Is he just trying to put Moses 
and the Israelites in their place? Tell them it's his way 
or the highway?  
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• "This is why I have let you live: to show you my 
power, and to make my name resound through all the 
earth." (9:16) 

• We're going to go with yes. 
• The God Must Be Crazy!  Ok, maybe not crazy how 

about a little umm different, that’s a good word, 
different.   (A least this way I do not get hit by any 
lightning strikes…I hope!) 

• It's pretty clear that God is trying to prove himself to 
the Israelites. But he certainly does it in some strange 
ways. Once in a while, the Bible slaps us with these 
bizarre, unexplained textual moments that just defy 
convention: "On the way, at a place where they spent 
the night, the Lord met him and tried to kill him" 
(4:24). Um, why would God try to kill Moses or his 
son?  Why?  I wanna know… 

Want another example? How about the whole manna 
episode? Essentially, God gives them a manna manual; 
there are regulations on how much they can take and 
when they can eat it. If God created man in his image, 
wouldn't he understand an urge to overeat or store food 
while you're in the desert? 
But no.  
God loves creating rules that contradict human nature, 
and he tends to get pretty annoyed when people 
predictably break those rules.  
He wants absolute loyalty, and he tests people quite a bit.  
Or, so the people PERCEIVED.  There is a lot of 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0080801/
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perception going on here.  (See my book on the Scriptural 
Perceptions, to be written in 2026!) 
 
Is he a tyrant? A sociopath? Or just a totally un-
understandable figure? 
The confusion continues later in Exodus: 
The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed, "The Lord, 
the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for the thousandth generation, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means 
clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents 
upon the children and the children's children, to the third 
and the fourth generation." (34:6-7) 
God wants to be seen as “merciful but hardcore” at the 
same time. He wants people to both “love him and fear 
him.” Who is he, Machiavelli? 
What we have to remember is that God's means and ways 
are often “obscured” from the Israelites' (and readers') 
understanding. God just seems to have a certain way of 
doing things, and since we can't comprehend it, we're 
supposed to just accept it.  More perceptions… 

He's Not Alone 
You might hear people say that Exodus represents  
“the first moment of monotheism in a polytheistic world.” 
Well, people are wrong. It doesn't. 
 

https://www.shmoop.com/prince-machiavelli/
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In a nutshell, God is trying to prove himself amidst a vast 
ancient pantheon of gods—including Pharaoh.  
Exodus is saying that God is “the most powerful god,” but 
it isn't necessarily saying that God is “the only god.”  Let 
that one sink in for a while… 
There were a kazillion gods… 
God himself said it: "On all the gods of Egypt, I will 
execute judgments" (12:12), and the Israelites agree when 
they sing, "Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?"  
 
Talk about from the horses’ mouth! 
 

God the Father, the first Person of the Trinity, is the 
father and creator of all. Jesus, his only Son, showed 
us a new, intimate way of relating to him. When we 
see God as our heavenly Father, provider, and 
protector, it puts our lives in a whole new perspective. 
Every human father is also a son of this highest of 
God, the constant source of strength, wisdom, and 
hope to Christians everywhere. 

 
Ok, 11:57 time to go sleep with the angels for 
now…before a final summation… 

Yikes! 

My final summary on the Mother and Father figure 
images in the Holy Scriptures… 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-trinity-700729
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Get scared! 

Not really! 

This should be fun and serious! 

THE IMPORTANCE OF MOTHERS AND FATHERS: 

Together, loving husbands and wives create “a space of 
safety,” “stability” and “nurturing” for their children.  
Parents can also be “role models” who help their children 
come to understand how “men and women relate” to one 
another in a “healthy, respectful manner.” 
Today, when we watch reruns of old family sit-coms such 
as “Leave It to Beaver” or “Father Knows Best,” we think 
of such shows as being “quaint” and as “overly idealized” 
portraits of what family life was like in the 1950s and ’60s. 
Even then, it was rare for a stay-at-home mom to do 
housework while wearing “pearls and high heels,” or for a 
dad to “wear a tie around the house”...although some did. 
The wisdom that the parents dispensed to their children on 
those TV shows can seem a “little stilted” to our 21st-
century ears.  And yet, at the same time, many times it 
was “spot on.” 
By contrast, “contemporary sitcoms” often present 
fractured families or “traditional” families in which both the 
husband and the wife are “silly and foolish.” This is 
especially true of fathers, who are seldom portrayed as 
“intelligent,” “wholesome,” “positive influences” on their 
children. (And that seems ok to put men down, just 
saying…)  Even if we don’t watch these shows, their 
influence is all around us in our popular culture. 
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 How many societal problems might be headed off if 
husbands were “attentive to their wives” and children…  
and present to their children in each and every moment of 
time! What a different scene it would be for so many 
children if they had the “joy and security” of “sitting down 
to dinner” with their parents and siblings with some-kind-of 
regularity! 
Often in distressed neighborhoods, it is the “fathers” who 
are missing. All too often, “mothers” must raise their 
children alone. Many do so heroically, and they deserve 
our respect, support and prayers. It is not easy…and at 
the same time, we have to acknowledge that this is the 
new normal. 
So, when you think of mom and dad what were the good 
things that they gave to you… 
 
 

 
 
 


