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Hello, My Name Is Paul 
Greetings from Paul! He's an apostle sent by God, 
and he's totally ready to rock this whole disciple of 
Christ thing. 

This time he's writing to the churches in Galatia, but 
he's not too thrilled with what's been going on there. 
Oh, do tell, Paul…DO TELL, and of course, he will… 

Well, it seems some of the Galatians have been 
turning their backs on God and putting their faith in “a 
twisted version of the gospel.” Say it ain't so, 
Galatians!  Say it ain’t so! 

Let Paul be clear: there's only one gospel. It's the one 
Paul told them about. Duh.  Paul is right, anyone else 
therefore is wrong…  Hmm sounds very Pharisaic! 

Just because someone comes along and starts 
spouting off all kinds of “random ideas” about Jesus, 
that doesn't make them true.  It is fake news, fake 
Gospel!  Fake…fake…fake! 

Even an angel from Heaven who teaches them the 
wrong things about Jesus is gonna get a smack down 
from God. 
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This goes double for any humans trying to pervert 
God's message about Jesus. Seriously, naysayers, 
God is not amused. 

Look guys, Paul's not trying to win any popularity 
contests here. He's just doing what the Big Guy told 
him to do and say…at least, according to Paul. 

After all, Paul didn't get his info from just anywhere—
he got it from Jesus Christ himself.   It was in an 
email! 

Time for a Little Back story 
Paul is pretty sure the Galatians know about his past. 
But he's gonna tell them again anyhow. Just once 
more for good measure. 

Back in the day, Paul was a super devout Jew who 
persecuted Christians on the side. Uh-huh. 

He's was über pious and totally loved Jewish law—
even more than most other Jews—but when God sent 
him a vision of Jesus, everything changed. 

He started preaching the good news about Jesus right 
away. He didn't high tail it to Jerusalem to meet with 
Jesus' disciples there. He went out on his own and 
spread the good word. Paul's a rebel like that! 

Three years after his conversion, he did take a quick 
trip to Jerusalem, but he only met with Cephas (a.k.a. 
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Simon Peter, Jesus' right-hand man from all the 
gospels) and James (Jesus' brother).  

But that was it. No else in Jerusalem saw him. Plus, 
he only stayed there for fifteen days. So really, the trip 
was no big deal. 

If the Christians in Jerusalem had to pick him out of a 
lineup, they wouldn't have been able to do it. All they 
knew about Paul was that he used to spend his free 
time watching Christians get executed and now he's 
out praising Jesus. 

More Adventures in 
Jerusalem 

Paul keeps going with the back story stuff. Fourteen 
years after he first visited the church in Jerusalem, 
God tells him to head back there again. 

This time he takes his pals, Barnabas and Titus, with 
him. Gotta have the old entourage. 

In Jerusalem, he meets with the guys who have been 
declared the leaders of the church. Paul doesn't 
personally care who they are (neither does God), but 
obviously, they're well-respected folks in Jerusalem, 
so Paul's willing to humor them. 

Basically, Paul is coming to get their support for his 
mission to the Gentiles. He's been all around the 
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eastern half of the Roman Empire telling everyone 
that Gentile converts don't need to follow every single 
Jewish law. Maybe one or two, but not all 613 for 
sure. 

It's important to note that Paul doesn't want their 
approval. Nor does he need their approval.  It is more 
of a courtesy call. 

He already knows his message is a-okay by God. He 
just needs to know they won't interfere with the work 
he's trying to do.  

Just back off Jacks’ or Peter or James, whoever you 
are…back off… 

The leaders in Jerusalem are pretty much on board. 

No one says anything about Titus—who's Greek and 
not circumcised—so things are going pretty smoothly. 
So as long as Titus keeps it in his pants, things are 
gonna be fine. 

That is, until some “naysayers” sneak into the mix.  
Uh-oh, not the naysayers again!  These are Jewish 
Christians who believe that all Christians should also 
be following Jewish law. That means Titus and other 
Gentile dudes are gonna have to go through the old 
snip-snip before they can officially join the fold.  

Here we go again… 

Nah, this wasn’t much of a topic!!!  NOT MUCH! 

http://www.jewfaq.org/613.htm
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But Paul stays strong and eventually the leaders of 
the church—including James, Cephas, and John—
side with him. They recognize all the grace that God 
has given him as the apostle to the Gentiles and send 
Paul on his way. 

Now he and Barnabas are in charge of spreading 
God's word to the Gentiles. The folks in Jerusalem will 
work on getting the Jews on board. Boo-ya. 

Cephas Drops the Ball in 
Antioch 

Later, when Cephas visits Paul in Antioch, these two 
apostles get into a “teeny tiny disagreement.” 

Hmm, was this the beginning of what was to be a life-
long disagreement…fast forward to Rome some thirty 
to forty years hence and they still are not talking…and 
reside on opposite sides of the city, they will not be 
seen on the same stage at the same time…nor will 
they appear in the same TV commercial. 

As Paul tells it Cephas made a habit while he was in 
Antioch of eating with both Jewish and Gentile-
Christians and not worrying his pretty little head about 
making sure everything at the table was “kosher.” 

However, when some friends of James come to town, 
Cephas backs off the whole eating-bacon n’ 
porkchops and Sunday Ham-with-Gentiles thing. 
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So Paul gets all up in Cephas' face in front of 
everyone. He's like, “Dude, you are such a hypocrite. 
Not cool.”   

Look, Paul might be a Jew by birth, but he knows that 
simply obeying Jewish law can never make a person 
right with God. 

Only having faith in Jesus can do that.  He was so 
Lutheran!!! 

If a Christian is faithful, but he still has foreskin and 
enjoys a ham sandwich every once in a while, well, 
God still thinks he's aces.  Paul hoped! 

After all, God sent Jesus to earth to die. If the law 
alone could make us besties with God, then what the 
heck did Jesus go through that whole crucifixion thing 
for?  

Paul Fought the Law 
Paul is getting madder by the minute. He calls the 
Galatians "foolish" and starts in on a rhetorical 
tantrum. 

Haven't these guys seen that Jesus has been 
crucified ("seen" in the form of Paul's preaching, that 
is)? 

How do they think they got the Holy Spirit? Did they 
painstakingly read and follow the Torah or did they 
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accept the truth of the gospel that Paul told them 
about? (Hint: it's the gospel.) 

The Galatians started out as people in the Spirit, but 
now they're worried about their physical bodies. 
Mainly their penises…IT IS A GUY THANG…and is 
all that????   And worth fretting about? 

This makes no sense. Why would God pour his Spirit 
on them in the first place just to have them go back 
and start following the law? 

Look, way back in Genesis, Abraham simply put his 
faith in God. God was cool with that and promised 
that everyone who believed in him would be blessed. 
This was way before the law, so obviously this proves 
that people don't need the law to get on God's good 
side. 

Basically, Paul is saying that “the law is like a curse” 
hanging over our heads. When Jesus died, he took 
that curse away. Now, we can just live for God and 
not worry about what we eat or if we're sacrificing a 
lamb the right way.  You go, Paul! 

It's kind of like when someone finalizes their will. That 
means it’s set in stone and can't be changed. Same 
thing goes for God. 

God promised that Abraham's offspring would be cool 
with him “if they had faith.” The law came way after 
this: 430 years later to be exact. And the law can't 
change God's initial promise. 

https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/
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And the Law Lost 
Okay, so then what is the point of the law? Seriously, 
those Torah books are thick. Was God just wasting 
our time with all those laws about sacrificing goats 
and stuff? 

Here's Paul's answer: 

No, the law was kind of a placeholder until Jesus 
could come. And now he's here, so bacon bars for 
everyone, all the way around! 

The law isn't in conflict with God's promises either. It 
was basically just a way of keeping us in check until 
Jesus could come. 

You know how crazy we humans like to get 
sometimes…  Ok. Well often!!! 

Before Jesus, the law was like a police officer, 
monitoring our bad behavior and punishing us for it. 
Except the jail cells looked a lot more like angry mobs 
holding stones. 

But now, Jesus is here and everyone who has faith 
has him in his or her heart. So what use is the law if 
God is part of every single believer? 

In Jesus, there are no more labels and categories. No 
Jews and Gentiles, no slaves or free people, no men 
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or women—just believers. And all believers are one 
through the power of Jesus. 

And anyone who believes gets a share of that 
promise God made to Abraham. No obeying the law 
required. It's as simple as that. 

God's Little Heirs and 
Heiresses 

See, Paul's point (and he totally has one) is that we're 
all kind of like kids who are about to inherit a fortune. 
Hear him out. 

Basically, “Daddy Warbucks” has left us a pile of 
money and a slew of European hotels, but until we 
turn 18, we can't get our hands on any of it. 

Same thing with God. He promised that we'd be 
redeemed if we believed in him, but we couldn't 
actually do it until Jesus came to Earth. 

Now we can claim our birthright as children of God. 
And start playing the stock market, too. 

Now that the Galatians know God so intimately and 
have been adopted as his super special children, why 
would they want to go back to those dark days being 
forced to obey the law? 
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Paul is worried that the Galatians just aren't getting it. 
They're spending a lot of time fussing over which 
Jewish holidays to celebrate instead of just living for 
Jesus like they're supposed to. 

Look, Paul knows that the Galatians have good 
hearts. 

When he first came to see them, he was pretty darn 
sick. But they didn't hate on him because of it. They 
welcomed him and accepted what he had to say. 

So what happened to those good times, Galatians? 
Paul remembers when these guys would have given 
him the shirts off their backs or the eyes out of their 
eye sockets. Um, gross. 

Now they think he's just a big liar? 

The Galatians are like Paul's kids. In fact, right now 
he's like a mom going through labor pains with them. 
And you know birthing a whole community of 
Christians is no picnic. 

It's Storytime 
If the Galatians love the Torah so much, maybe they'd 
like to hear a story from the Torah. Yeah, Paul 
thought they would. 

Remember Abraham and his two sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac? 

https://www.shmoop.com/genesis/abraham.html
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Hagar was the mother of Ishmael. She was a slave 
woman whose son came into the world in the usual 
way (i.e., sex). Boring, right? 

But Sarah, the mother of Isaac, was infertile, and God 
himself allowed her conceive a child. Isaac, therefore, 
came into the world through God's promise.  

Paul thinks that the two women represent two 
different paths. 

Hagar was a slave and bore children who would 
become slaves (to the law). 

But Sarah was free and she gave birth because of 
God's goodness and love. In case you didn't realize it, 
Sarah is the lady Christians should be aiming to 
emulate. 

Paul also drops a hint of what should happen to these 
“naysayers” in Galatia who keep pushing the law. The 
community should follow the example of Abraham 
and throw Hagar and her law-loving children out into 
the desert. 

Slaves No More 
What's the gist of all this? Don't be slaves to the law. 
You've been given your freedom, so take it and run 
with it, Galatians!  Go, now, run… 
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Paul tells them if they go ahead and get circumcised, 
things are not gonna work out well. Besides the fact 
that it's gonna hurt a ton, if they get snipped, they'll be 
forced to obey all the other 612 Jewish laws on the 
books. Good luck with that, guys. 

Also, they'll be cutting themselves off from God's 
grace since they'll be trying to find a relationship with 
God through the law. 

That path is a dead end. Literally. 

But if they want to follow Christ, they should just do 
that. No law-abiding required. The only thing that 
matters is having faith. 

Come on, Galatians! You guys were doing good until 
someone pushed you off the straight and narrow.  

Hey, it only takes one troublemaker to cause a 
problem. Toss in a little bit of yeast and it makes a 
whole bowl of dough rise. 

But whoever it is that's spreading lies there in Galatia, 
they're gonna pay. God will see to that. 

Paul is pretty angry by this point and says that he 
wishes "those who unsettle you would castrate 
themselves!" Watch the potty mouth, Paul. 
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Freedom Ain't Free 
Paul hopes that the Galatians will stay on the path to 
freedom, but this doesn't mean they can do anything 
they want. In fact, true freedom comes in following 
God's will. 

If they truly love God, they'll devote their lives to 
loving each other. Hugs all around.  Let’s tie-dye 
some t-shirts and sing Kumbaya! 

Paul reminds them to keep their focus on spiritual 
things instead of material things. In other words, no 
Rolexes…no Mercedes…no Timeshare in the 
Bahamma’s…no 30,000 sq ft home for you! 

This also means no "fornication, impurity, 
licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these." 
Saturday nights in Galatia are starting to look pretty 
boring. 

On the other hand, a person who lives in the Spirit will 
be loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, generous, 
faithful, gentle, and in control of themselves.  

If a person truly lives in Christ, they'll follow the Spirit's 
lead and do all these good things.  
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Advice for Clean Living 
Paul has some parting words for the Galatians. Hey, if 
there's one thing Paul loves, it's “giving advice.” 

If a fellow Christian sins, then everyone else should 
help him or her to get back on the straight and 
narrow. Remember, says Paul, we're all imperfect, so 
cut those sinners some slack. 

But also keep in mind that you're doing the right stuff 
personally. Don't be arrogant and do your fair share in 
the community. 

If you're taught something good, then pass it on. 

Paul also reminds them that they "reap whatever 
[they] sow." This sounds familiar. Basically, he just 
means that if you plant seeds of goodness and love in 
your life, that's what will grow. But if you toss some 
bad seeds on the ground, your harvest will not be 
pretty at all. 

End of Rant 
Paul closes by telling them to “keep the faith” and not 
listen to his opponents around Galatia. 

He suspects that these naysayers just want Gentiles 
to get circumcised so they can brag about how 
awesome and convincing they are all over town. They 
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don't really even care about the law that much 
because they don't actually follow it themselves. Oh, 
burn. 

Paul, on the other hand, doesn't roll like that. The only 
thing he ever brags about is Jesus' crucifixion….um, 
yea, sure…   Paul, we're not sure you're doing this 
whole bragging thing right… 

He ends the letter by reminding them that it doesn't 
matter whether you're circumcised or not. All that 
matters is that you've been born anew in Christ. 

The only physical marks that matter to Paul are the 
ones he got in the service of Jesus. Paul had a knack 
for getting almost stoned to death quite a bit.  And he 
would be more than happy to tell you all about it, if 
you but have the time… 

And, with that, Paul is over and out…for now. 

If you're taught something good, then pass it on. 

Paul also reminds them that they "reap whatever 
[they] sow." This sounds familiar. Basically, he just 
means that if you plant seeds of goodness and love in 
your life, that's what will grow. But if you toss some 
bad seeds on the ground, your harvest will not be 
pretty at all. 
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Hello Again 
Hey, there, Paul again! This time he's writing with his 
pal, Timothy, and he's sending this special letter to 
the church in Philippi. 

Good news, Philippians! Paul is pleased as punch 
with you guys. You guys are doing good!  Yay!!! 

He compliments them on their generosity to him. Not 
to mention all the work they've done helping him 
spread the gospel. 

Kudos, everyone!  Hugs and pats on the back all 
around! 

Paul recognizes their good work and hopes that 
they've got even more in them. That way, when Jesus 
comes again, he'll be able to see how incredibly 
awesome they are right away.  

Prisoner of God 
Okay, here's a juicy little tidbit: Paul's writing this letter 
from prison.  

Here's the thing, though: Paul sees his imprisonment 
as a good thing. For example, all the prison guards 
know he's there for Jesus, so that's a plus, right?  
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He also thinks that other Christians are inspired by his 
devotion to Christ. Um, okay…we guess that people 
are super psyched to go to jail for Jesus then. 

Actually, some of Paul's Christian enemies have been 
taking digs at him while he's in prison, too. They've 
got "selfish" motives and they like to kick a guy when 
he's down. 

But Paul's not sweating it. Even if these guys are 
acting like jerks, they're still telling people about Jesus 
in the process, and that's good enough for Paul. 

So he's in a pretty good mood, even though things 
aren't looking that good for him. 

Paul's in jail now and getting ready for his upcoming 
trial. It's quite possible that the authorities might 
decide to sentence him to death. Yikes. 

Personally, Paul doesn't care whether he lives or dies. 
Actually, he might prefer death, since that means he 
gets to go hang with Jesus a little earlier than 
planned. 

But living might be all right, too, since the Philippians 
would probably like to see him again. To be or not to 
be? That is the question, Paul. 

Hey, enough talk about death—Paul wants to talk 
about his friends in Philippi. 

https://www.shmoop.com/hamlet/
https://www.shmoop.com/hamlet/
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He hopes that they're acting like upstanding Christian 
citizens while he's not there. 

Paul also doesn't want them to back down from the 
“naysayers” who oppose him. He knows that the folks 
in the church are struggling now, but really, suffering 
for Jesus is a good thing. Hence the black jumpsuit 
and shackles Paul is currently sporting.  Black is the 
new orange, remember!!! 

Humble Pie 
Paul keeps going with his encouraging vibe. He tells 
the Philippians that they should stick together and 
love each other. Don't be selfish or arrogant, guys. 
Just look out for each other. Sharing is caring, okay? 

Jesus should be their role model. Even though he 
was equal with God, Jesus didn't walk around like 
some big shot all the time. 

He actually did the opposite. He lowered himself to 
become human, almost as low as a slave. He was so 
über humble that he even died on the cross just to 
prove how great God was. 

Because of that, God declared Jesus to be the most 
awesome guy on Earth. Everyone should pretty much 
bow down and worship him whenever they get the 
chance.  

So yeah, Philippians, just try to be like that. 
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Don't complain and argue all the time, and you'll 
"shine like stars" in this dark and dreary world. 

As long as they're keeping the faith, Paul can be 
proud of the work he's done there. It makes prison 
seem a whole lot more cheery. 

Pretty soon, Timothy will probably come see them. 
Timothy really stands out from other Christians. He 
really cares about the Philippians. He's been kind of 
like a son to Paul. Aw. 

Paul's also gonna send Epaphroditus their way, too. 
He was sick and almost died, but he's doing much 
better now. Thank God, because Paul could not take 
one more piece of bad news coming his way. 

Paul: A History 
Now it's time to get a little heavy. 

Paul warns the Philippians to watch out for "evil 
workers" who "mutilate the flesh." Um, he means 
Christians who “advocate for circumcision.”  Here we 
go, again! 

Paul says that real Christians don't need to worry 
about being physically circumcised. They're spiritually 
circumcised.  
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Trust him—Paul knows a thing or two about being 
circumcised. He was born a Jew and was circumcised 
when he was only eight days old. 

He's descended from the tribe of Benjamin 
(remember him? That's Jacob's youngest son from 
way back in Genesis). Paul even grew up to be a 
Pharisee. Yup, that's those dreaded baddies from the 
gospels. 

Paul was so into obeying Jewish law that he used his 
free time to persecute Christians. He kind of regrets 
that now. 

But whatever good stuff Paul had going for him back 
then, he threw it all away when he came to believe in 
Jesus. Now, his relationship with God comes through 
Jesus—not from Jewish law. 

Paul's main goal is to become closer to Jesus by 
suffering like him and even dying if need be. We'd say 
Paul's well on his way. 

Of course, he's not there yet. 

He really would like to be like Jesus, but he has to 
keep struggling and fighting every day to live the kind 
of life God wants for him. So does everyone else. 
Wow, what an everyman Paul is. 

Paul tells the Philippians that they should try to be just 
like him. (Maybe minus the time behind bars.) 
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They shouldn't worry about what goes in their bellies 
(like some Christians Paul won't name here). They 
need to keep their focus on Jesus alone. He's the only 
one who can take them from ho-hum existence to 
awesomeness. 

So Long, Farewell 
Paul starts to wrap up his charming and happy little 
letter with some shout-outs. 

Euodia and Syntyche: you ladies need to start getting 
along. Paul's kind of big into that. He asks someone 
else (who's not named) to step in and help mend 
fences here if need be.  

Paul also doesn't want the Philippians to worry. 
Instead, they should be happy and joyful when they 
think of God. He'll put them at peace no matter what's 
going on.  

In fact, they should think of good things—that'll help 
them keep those peaceful, easy feelings coming. 

Oh, and Paul forgot to mention: thanks for the gift, 
guys!  That metal file that you sent me, works really 
swell on the bars of my cell!!!  And the cake it was 
baked into – was half bad either!!! 

Seriously, Paul totally appreciates it. He's learned to 
go without in situations like this, but he's so touched 
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that they thought of him and sent him some goodies 
in prison. Hey, everyone loves a care package.  

Really, the Philippians have always been like this. No 
other church has helped Paul out as much as them. 
Even when he was in Thessalonica, they supported 
him on more than one occasion. Sorry, other 
churches, but these guys in Philippi are the bomb. 

Peace, love, and lots of greetings to everyone there! 
Paul out. 

Philemon: Great Christian 
or Greatest Christian? 

Hidey ho! Paul here. Timothy, too. He just loves to tag 
along for these letters. 

This time, Paul is writing his friends Philemon, 
Apphia, and Archippus. But the bulk of this is mostly 
addressed to Philemon. 

Okay, here it goes. 

Paul knows how super loving and faithful Philemon is. 
He's heard all about it and it's warmed his little heart 
just thinking about all the Christians that have been 
inspired by Philemon's goodness. 

 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica.htm
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Okay, Enough Sucking Up 
But really, Paul has a favor to ask here. It's a biggie, 
but note that he's asking, not telling Philemon what to 
do. Even though Paul could totally command him, he 
won't. Smooth move. 

See, while Paul was in prison (again), he met a guy 
named Onesimus. He taught Onesimus about Jesus 
and Onesimus became a believer. Hallelujah, right? 

Kind of. See, Onesimus was also a slave who ran 
away from his master, Philemon. Ah, now it's all 
coming together. 

While Onesimus was in prison with Paul, he helped 
him out tons. Paul would have liked to keep 
Onesimus there with him, but now he's decided to 
send him back to his former master.  

See, Paul didn't want to overstep his bounds and 
keep someone else's slave. He'd much rather 
Philemon agree to this arrangement on his own. You 
know, so he doesn't feel like Paul's forcing him or 
anything.  

In fact, Paul hopes that when Onesimus comes back, 
Philemon will welcome his human property as a 
brother in Christ. Paul wants Philemon to "welcome 
him as you would welcome me." We're sure that's 
gonna go over really well. 
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And to sweeten the deal, Paul even agrees to pay any 
debts that Onesimus owes Philemon. Paul is really 
laying it all on the line here, Philemon. 

Paul knows that Philemon will do the right thing here. 
He's just gotta. 

You've Got a Spare Room, 
Right? 

Oh, and while Paul's asking Philemon to free his 
Christian slaves, he also hopes that he'll put some 
fresh sheets on the guest bed. Paul's coming to visit. 

Paul closes by letting Philemon know that some of his 
fellow inmates and friends send their love and good 
wishes. See you soon, Phil.  

Paul can call you Phil, right? 

We're all one big happy family. At least that's how Paul 
sees it: his vision is for all Christians to live together in 
harmony. Helping. Loving. Sharing. Sitting around a fire 
singing "Kumbaya." That would be nice, wouldn't it? Of 
course, things don't always work out this way. But Paul's 
always there, ready to help everyone mend fences. Just 
call him the president of the Get Along Gang. 

Paul really liked talking about freedom. Maybe that's 
because he spent so much time in prison, so he had a 
pretty unique perspective on what it meant to be live out in 
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the world, unshackled. For Paul, faith in Jesus could make 
anyone free. But worrying about following Jewish law or 
what's happening in the world was the quickest path to 
slavery. Physical circumstances—like being a slave or in 
prison—didn't matter as much to him. We're all free in our 
hearts.  
Sure. Tell that to the guys in Shawshank.  

If there's one thing Paul hates, it's liars. See, he knows 
what the truth is (Jesus told him, after all), and he can't 
stand to see anyone say otherwise. These “naysayers” 
may think they're doing the right thing, but they're very 
sadly mistaken. In the end, Paul says God's gonna sort it 
all out. But for now, just stick with Paul, stay away from the 
lies, and everything will be okay. Thanks for the advice, 
Mr. Paul. 

When you think of power, what do you imagine? Money? 
Big houses? Fast cars? Being crucified as a criminal?  
Oh. The last one is just Paul's idea of power. 
For him, power and authority are found in lowering 
yourself. Anyone who hangs onto what the world asks of 
him will be in trouble. Anyone who follows God will go from 
zero to hero in no time at all. We're guessing Paul really 
dug that whole "the meek shall inherit the Earth" thing.  
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No one likes to suffer. 
Scratch that. No one except Paul likes to suffer. Though 
most people tend to avoid sticky situations where they 
could be beaten, stoned, arrested, or killed, Paul generally 
dives head first into these pickles. That's because he truly 
believes that suffering brings him closer to Jesus.  
See, Jesus suffered and died on the cross, so by facing 
hardships, Paul feels he can grow closer to Christ. 
Besides, a little suffering never killed anyone.  
Um, well, except Paul, that is. 
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Paul of Tarsus 
Jesus and Peter might start out the story, but it's Paul who 
takes center stage.  
From the moment he's introduced in Chapter 7 of the Book 
of Acts of the Apostles, Paul grabs the spotlight and 
refuses to return it.  
Counting Acts, 15 of the 27 books of the Early Christian 
Writings are written by or about Paul, which makes him a 
serious contender for the second most important person in 
the Christian portion of the Bible.   Need I mention that is 
much to chagrin of a man named Peter? 
So just who is this guy-tall-Saul-also-called-Paul? 
(Actually the scriptures say he was kind of short and 
dumpy looking with a big old nose!) 

Well he started out as a nice Jewish Boy! 
Acts tells us that Paul was actually born “Saul.” 
Scholars think he was probably a few years younger than 
Jesus, which means he was in his 30s when he first 
appears as a "young man" (7:58) in Acts.  
Paul was raised in a nice Jewish home in Tarsus, which is 
located in modern day Turkey (21:39).  
He tells a crowd that he was "brought up in [Jerusalem] at 
the feet of Gamaliel, educated strictly according to 
[Jewish] ancestral law." Later he tells the Sanhedrin that 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/tarsus.htm
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he's "a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees" (23:6). So, yeah. 
He's got some pretty sweet street credentials.  
Paul was part of the Jewish Diaspora around the Roman 
Empire. The word “diasporara” means the scattering of the 
Jews to countries outside of Palestine area after the 
Babylonian captivity.  The diaspora continued and 
continues still…  In addition to his great Jewish education, 
Saul would have also been exposed to Greek in the 
universities in Tarsus. 
The king of Greek was Koine. 
In fact, Acts says that Paul speaks Greek (Acts 21:37) and 
Hebrew (Acts 21:40), which really comes in handy when 
trying to convert both Jews and Gentiles. 
So in the beginning, Saul is a Jew who really loves God 
and all things Jewish.  I mean to tell you, he really loves 
God and he really loves all things Jewish!  Really.  Really 
a lot!  Paul is two tassels short of being a zealot.  Saul is 
close to diving off of a cliff…that is the kind of Jew he was.  
He would do anything for his faith.  Anything!  Just ask, 
and he would be your go-to guy! 
Naturally, when some guys start talking about how this 
“crucified peasant” is the Jewish Messiah, it really boils 
Saul's blood.  He was seeing red.  He was ticked.  There 
aint no way in heaven or on earth that the Messiah would 
come from peasantry.  No way, uh-huh, never…  The 
messiah is going to come with a silver spoon in his mouth 
and have more elite friends than you can shake a stick 
at…he is going to be the “top dog” the “king of the pyle” 
the chief monkey on monkey island.  He will be supreme! 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/Diaspora.html
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And, as to being cruicified…messiah’s do not end up on 
the chopping block…at least not a Jewish messiah!  Ever! 
In fact, the first time we meet Saul (biblically) is during the 
stoning of Stephen. He's the guy in the back holding 
everyone's coats (see:  Acts 7:58). We hope he at least 
had a tip jar out…and knowing Saul, he probably did?  I 
wonder if he checked their robes…and gave out those 
little tickets with numbers on them, so they could reclaim 
them at the end?  Check Number # 97410 
Saul might not have thrown the first stone, but Luke does 
say he "approved of their killing him" (Acts 8:1). And later 
on, he starts persecuting Christians’ full time (Acts 8:3, 
9:1). It's not exactly the kind of thing you can do as a 
hobby. For Saul it was more than a profession – it had 
become his avocation.  He loved it.  It increased his street 
reputation.  Everyone was looking up to Saul of Tarsus…  
And those Christians, they couldn’t try to escape fast 
enough…you should have seen them run…   
Dude, looks like it's a one-way ticket to damnation for you. 
Saul became serious about persecuting Christians.  It was 
more than a full time job.  It utterly consumed him.  He 
hated Christians.  They were liars.  They were thieves.  
They were the worst kinds of people…and a great many of 
them came from the poorer classes of people. 

Act Like An Apostle Already 
More than any other character in Acts, Saul changes. Big 
time. He goes from cracking Christian skulls to leading 
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people to Christ. It's quite the turnaround. It's also 
probably one of the most famous conversion stories of all 
time. 
It goes like this: one fine day, Saul is on his way to round 
up some Christian troublemakers in Damascus when he's 
blinded by a light on the road. He hears Jesus's voice say: 
"Saul, why do you persecute me?" (9:4). Um, good 
question. This sets in motion Saul's change of heart. He 
regains his sight, gets baptized, changes his name (to 
Paul) and becomes one of Jesus' main men. Complete 
180.  Yep!  Yup…that’s what Saul did alright!  A complete 
turn-around.  But who would trust a guy like this?  
Certainly not me!  Was it a ploy?  Was he just trying to get 
inside information and round up more Jesus lovers?  Did 
he need another notch on his belt?  What was up with this 
guy??? 
 
But despite Paul's new “saintly appearance,” the church in 
Jerusalem isn't quite convinced. Why would they be?  He 
was a faker.  He was a phoney!  He had beady eyes!  You 
“shoulda” seen the picture on his driver’s license!  It 
looked like he was a convict from the House of Correction 
in Franklin or something! 
Paul attempts "to join the disciples; and they were all 
afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a 
disciple" (Acts 9:26). That was pretty smart of them.  They 
were hard to be fooled.  Good for them.  Maybe they think 
he's trying to pull a Javert at the barricades. Just in case 
you didn’t get that reference…Javert is a fictional 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/20
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puHjWpciOP8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fictional_character


P a g e  | 34 
 

character, the primary antagonist of Victor Hugo's 1862 
novel Les Misérables. He was presumably born in 
1780 and died on June 7, 1832.  He is a police inspector 
who becomes, over the course of the novel, obsessed with 
the pursuit and punishment of the convict, Jean Valjean. 
So, I just thought I would compare Saul of Tarsus to him!   
Luckily, (for old Saul) this guy named Barnabas comes 
forward to vouch for Paul and all is well. Barnabus wins 
the day.  He is quite the persuader. 

And—spoiler alert— it turns out Paul was pretty sincere. 
He spent the next thirty years of his life traveling all around 
the eastern half of the Roman Empire spreading the good 
news about Jesus. The guy is a real frequent flyer (okay, 
more like frequent walker/sailor). Some of the more 
famous places he visits during Acts are: Antioch, Philippi, 
Galatia, Corinth, Thessalonica, Athens, and Ephesus. He 
event took the time to write some pretty well-received 
letters along the way. 

What's So Special About Paul? 
Good question, right? 
Sure, Paul has a pretty cool conversion story, but what's 
so great about him? Well, not that much… at first. Paul 
starts out working the discipleship circuit in Antioch when 
suddenly the Holy Spirit tells everyone, "Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them" (13:2). That sounds pretty pressing. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fictional_character
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antagonist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Hugo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Mis%C3%A9rables
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Valjean
http://www.centuryone.com/images/rmmp47.gif
http://www.bibleplaces.com/antiochorontes.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/philippi.htm
http://www.unrv.com/provinces/galatia.php
http://www.bibleplaces.com/corinth.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/athens.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/ephesus.htm
https://www.shmoop.com/epistle-romans
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So, aside from being hand-picked by the Holy Spirit, what 
else is Paul good at: hmmmmm…let me think on that one 
for a bit… 
Well we know that he was pretty good at: 

• World traveling 
• Tent making 
• Public speaking 
• Quoting Jewish scripture. 
• Healing people 
• Exorcising demons 
• Having visions and  
• Debating 

In fact, Paul is so amazing, that he has to stop the 
people of Lystra from worshiping him as a god (Acts 
14:11). I mean, when's the last time you had to do that? 
Another one of his claims to fame is the headway he 
makes with the Gentiles.  
In his letters he even casually mentions that some people 
like to call him THE "Apostle To The Gentiles" (Romans 
11:13). Not that he's bragging or anything, no, not Paul!  
Never would he brag.  But because he's well educated 
and grew up around Gentiles, Paul really does have a 
knack for reaching out to them. And though Peter is the 
first one to actually convert a Gentile, Paul is the guy who 
really takes the ball and runs with it… halfway around the 
Roman Empire.  
 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/derbelystra.htm
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Did you know that the Peter was the first one to convert a 
Gentile, before reading this?  Here’s the poop, and nothing 
but the poop, so help me God: 
 

Cornelius was a centurion.  He was stationed in Caesarea, 
the capital of Roman Iudaea province. ] He is depicted in 
the New Testament as a God-fearing man who always 
prayed and was full of good works and deeds of alms. 
Cornelius receives a vision in which an angel of God tells 
him that his prayers have been heard, he understands that 
he's chosen for a higher alternative. The angel then 
instructs Cornelius to send the men of his household 
to Joppa, where they will find Simon Peter, who is residing 
with a tanner by the name of Simon (Acts 10:5ff). 
The conversion of Cornelius comes after a separate 
vision given to Simon Peter (Acts 10:10–16) himself. In the 
vision, Simon Peter sees all manner of beasts and fowl 
being lowered from Heaven in a sheet. A voice commands 
Simon Peter to eat. When he objects to eating those 
animals that are unclean according to Mosaic Law, the 
voice tells him not to call unclean that which God has 
cleansed.  
When Cornelius' men arrive, Simon Peter understands 
that through this vision the Lord commanded the Apostle 
to preach the Word of God to the Gentiles. Peter 
accompanies Cornelius' men back to Caesarea. When 
Cornelius meets Simon Peter, he falls at Peter's feet. 
Simon Peter raises the centurion and the two men share 
their visions. Simon Peter tells of Jesus' ministry and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_centers_of_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judea_(Roman_province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornelius_the_Centurion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Godfearer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaffa,_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_the_Tanner_(New_Testament)
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Acts+10:5%E2%80%9310:5&version=nrsv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter%27s_vision_of_a_sheet_with_animals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter%27s_vision_of_a_sheet_with_animals
https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=niv:Acts.10:10%E2%80%9316:10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashrut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Jesus
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the Resurrection; the Holy Spirit descends on everyone at 
the gathering. The Jews among the group (presumably 
they were all Jews if Cornelius was the first gentile 
convert, see Jewish Christians) are amazed that Cornelius 
and other uncircumcised should begin speaking in 
tongues, praising God. Thereupon Simon Peter 
commands that Cornelius and his followers 
be baptized. The controversial aspect of Gentile 
conversion is taken up later at the Council of 
Jerusalem (Acts 15. 

So there you have it, that’s the full story of the very first 
conversion of a Gentile and it belongs to none other than 
Simon Peter. 

 Suffering Servant 
But it's not all globetrotting and miracles for Paul. Nope. 
There's also lots of danger along the way. Even God says 
that Paul will have to "suffer for the sake of my name" 
(9:16). Gulp. 
Hey, who said anything about suffering?  Was that in the 
small print somewhere?  Man, I “gotta” get my glasses out 
and start reading all that fine print down at the bottom of 
stuff. 
It doesn't help that Paul is so polarizing. Yep he can be 
polarizing alright.  More polarizing than a Polaroid Land 
Camera!  Do they even make those things anymore?  Why 
yes, yes they do!  Did you ever hear of the OneStep2?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Christians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision_controversy_in_early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossolalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossolalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Jerusalem
https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=niv:Acts.15%E2%80%9315
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They come in white and are sold for ONLY $119.99. The 
OneStep 2 is a new Polaroid camera that blends classic 
design with contemporary style. It’s inspired by Polaroid’s 
original OneStep, but updated to create a simple, easy-to-
use instant camera that works straight out of the box – just 
pick up some i-Type instant film and you’re good to go. It's 
got a high quality lens and a powerful flash to give you 
great photos every time, and this newly improved 
Viewfinder model makes framing your photos even more 
intuitive than before. Plus with its long-lasting 
rechargeable battery, you'll always be ready to shoot, 
whether you're on a brief excursion or a journey round the 
world. 
I am such a source of education am I not?  LOL  Sorry, I 
had to add that part…I mean, who even knew that the 
Polaroid Company was alive and well in this digital age? 
So back to Paul…hehehe… 
Some people love him and want to listen to him talk for 
hours…and hours.  Once you put a quarter in him, he 
could go for all day. 
But some people wanted to rip him limb from limb. (Maybe 
they wanted their quarter back, and he wouldn’t give it up!)  
There's no in-between when it comes to Paul. People plot 
to kill him (Acts 9:24) and try to stone him (Acts 14:19), 
and the guy is “in and out” of jail so much you'd think he 
was a really bad pickpocket in a Dickens novel or 
something. 
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As a matter of fact, on CSI and NCSI and Criminal Intent 
and all those Police and Federal Agent programs they talk 
about the “size of your jacket.”  You know, your Police 
Record, the files, the arrests, the case files, the criminal 
records, the misdemeanors, the felonies, the DUI’s and 
DWI’s, the “size of your jacket.”  Some jackets are bigger 
than others.  Old Paul’s jacket was an inch thick! 
For his part, Paul really embraced his personal suffering. 
He's totally cool with the fact that he's probably gonna 
become a martyr for Jesus. Paul's suffering and devotion 
set the example for all believers. Christians should be 
willing to follow Jesus even if it means death. There is no 
halfway when it comes to the kingdom of God. 
And Paul talked about his experiences over and over and 
over again, to anyone who would listen.  He was a good 
little soldier for Christ, and he wanted everybody to know 
it. 

He's Just Like Jesus 
Or, so he thought!  Jesus was his idol.  His Hebrew Idol.  
His Jewish Idol.  Paul wanted to be more like him.  And, 
he tried…he really did! 
So Paul is willing to suffer and die if that's what God wills 
for him. Hey, that sounds like someone else we know! It's 
true. Luke is drawing some strong parallels between Jesus 
and Paul throughout Acts: 

• Demons recognize both Jesus and Paul. (Luke 4:34-
35, Acts 19:15) 
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• Jesus preaches in synagogues and so does Paul. 
(Luke 4:16, Acts 17:1-2) 

• Jesus almost gets thrown off a cliff. Paul almost gets 
stoned to death. (Luke 4:29-30, Acts 14:19) 

• Jesus raises people from the dead. Paul raises people 
from the dead. (Like 7:11-15, 8:41-55; Acts 20:9-10) 

• Jesus goes to Jerusalem knowing he'll be arrested and 
die. So does Paul. (Luke 13:33, Acts 21:13) 

• Jesus has four separate trials. Paul has four trials. 
Paul's take a little longer. (Luke 22-23, Acts 23-26) 

• Roman authorities agree that neither has done 
anything wrong, but don't release them. Bummer. 
(Luke 23:15, Acts 25:25)  

Did you ever make all those connections before?  Paul 
really tries to emanate his Lord. 

Okay, so Luke really wants us to get that Jesus and Paul 
are tight. 
No, Paul isn't up to Jesus's divine level (remember what 
happened in Lystra?), but he's following the correct path of 
a disciple of Christ. Paul is an example. Paul wants to be 
an example.  Paul wants to be the BEST EXAMPLE-ever! 
This is what all Christians should be acting like. So, if 
you're not busy riling up non-believers, you're doing it 
wrong. 
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Paul Is Dead 
Acts end with Paul being arrested in Jerusalem and 
enduring lots of really, really long trials.  
After a couple of years, he is finally transferred to Rome to 
have his case heard by the emperor. This is the really big 
show.  
Paul is hanging out in Rome, converting folks, and loving 
life, when—bam—the story ends. 
So, what happened in Rome?  
Was Paul executed there? Was he released? Did he live 
to a ripe old age playing pinochle in his living room with 
other disciple’s or apostles’ of Christ? 
No one actually knows.  
It just comes to an end. 
We don’t like those kinds of endings and neither did the 
early church.  We like to fill in the blanks.  We like to cross 
our t’s and dot our I’s.  
The Bible is silent on the subject and church tradition says 
that Paul was beheaded in Rome in 64 CE when Nero 
decided to start persecuting him some Christians. 
Lots of religious icons and paintings show Paul holding a 
sword, though we can't imagine he would have been too 
excited about carrying it around. 

http://www.roman-empire.net/emperors/nero-index.html
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That's because, if Paul was a Roman citizen (Acts 22:27), 
he would have been entitled to a quick and (relatively) 
painless death by beheading.  Ouch! 
How middle-eastern of them!  And you do realize they are 
still doing that stuff today! 
“Off with their heads” is more than just an expression. 
Of course, it's also possible he wasn't a Roman citizen 
(Paul never says so in any of his letters).  
If he were an average Joe, he could have died like the 
other Christians in that persecution.  
According to the Roman historian Tacitus, the Christians 
were "covered with the skins of beasts […] torn by dogs 
and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed 
to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, 
when daylight had expired."  
There was also the coliseums for fun and for sport.  Lions 
378-Christians 0.  
The sword thing is looking pretty good right  about now. 
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Corinthians Introduction 
In A Nutshell 

 
Reading 1 and 2 Corinthians is better than a night out at 
the movies! 
Okay, just hear me out, here.  Paul wrote these.  At least 
we think he wrote these.  It is a two-fer, a BOGO, two 
letters for the price of one. 
Here we have “two letters” or Epistles written by Paul of 
Tarsus.  
Remember he's one of the superstars of the early church 
and the guy people think is responsible for almost a third 
of the writing in the Early Christian Writings...  
He was prolific, to say the least! 
If Jesus is taking home the statute for Best Biblical Hero, 
then Paul definitely has a lock in the Best Supporting 
category. The guy is A-list-er all the way. 
It’s funny how the A-Lister’s change over the years…what 
ever happened to the great Hollywood stars of yesteryear? 
Instead today, we have a whole new group of people…see 
how many you are familiar with: 
Beyonce 
Kate McKinnon 
Cher 
Elen DeGeneres 

https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/in-practice.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/literary-devices.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/questions.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/table-of-contents.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/resources.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/themes.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/figures.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/quotes.html
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Kenye West 
Taylor Swift 
Justin Bieber 
Adele 
Drake 
Dwayne “the Rock” Johnson 
Oprah Winfrey 
Mark Walberg 
Jennifer Aniston 
Tom Hanks 
Tom Cruise 
Robert Downey Jr. 
Vin Diesel 
Adam Sandler 
Probably not the old school stars that you may remember 
from yesterday!  But these guys are all still pretty good! 
 
These two letters just happen to be a couple of “little 
theological blockbusters” he wrote to the Christian church 
he founded in Corinth.  These are major works!  This is big 
stuff! 
1 Corinthians is kind of like “A New Hope” or “The 
Fellowship of the Ring.” 
It's the first amazing installment in a can't-wait-to-see-how-
it-ends series. This first letter's got everything a hit movie 
does: sex, love, marriage, divorce, conflict, betrayal, 
anger, and even an occasional discussion of penises. ( I 
think the latter has to do with circumcision.)  It is the stuff 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0076759
https://www.shmoop.com/fellowship-of-ring/
https://www.shmoop.com/fellowship-of-ring/
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that makes 8 and 9th grade boys blush.  Don't worry, the 
rating of this stuff is still “G.” 
Circumcision just happened to be a major topic of that 
day!  Today, not so much.  But then, it was major. 
Jewish men will tell you it is all about the tithe.  Seriously, 
they will tell you that they have ten percent cut off even 
before they know – how big it is going to be.  They take 
those 613 Jewish laws very seriously.  Very.  Right down 
to the snip, snip, snip! 
So if that was Paul's first box office hit, then 2 Corinthians 
is like the sequel that's even bigger and better than the 
original.  
Corinth: now with higher stakes, more expensive special 
effects, and bigger explosions (of apostolic anger)!  
This book also has a little bonus footage in it, because 
most scholars think that 2 Corinthians is actually two 
letters combined into one… whoo hoo!!!! 
It's what would happen if someone took Breaking Dawn: 
Part 1 and Part 2 and edited them into one movie. 
Corinthians would have fewer longing vampire glances, 
though. 
The best part about both of these is that you don't have to 
wait years between letters to see how it ends. Want to 
know what happened after that cliffhanger at the end of 1 
Corinthians? Just flip the page and find out (spoiler alert: 
things do not go well).  
It's kind of like how we'd feel if Peter Jackson had made 
The Hobbit into one movie instead of three. (Which, let's 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1324999/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1324999/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1673434/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0903624/
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be honest, he should have: the book isn't that long, dude 
and dudettes!) 
So break out the popcorn, put on your 3-D glasses, and 
crack open your Bibles to the letters - to the Corinthians. 
On second thought, maybe ditch the 3-D glasses. That 
might just make you dizzy. 
How about a loaf of bread, a jug of wine and thou?   

Why Should I Care? 
About…Paul…or Saul…and Corith…and a couple of very 
old letters??? 

Come on, they can’t be that good or that riveting!!! 

“Don’t make me mad…you really don’t want to see me 
when I am good and mad” 
This line may be quoting the Hulk (Bruce Banner), but 
we're also paraphrasing St. Paul the Apostle.  
What?  
I didn't think saints ever got mad?  
Well then, just take a peek at 1 and 2 Corinthians to have 
your world rocked. 
He may be a follower of Jesus, but Paul has feelings, too, 
you know.  
In these letters, you will find mainly anger, jealousy, and 
frustration.  

https://www.shmoop.com/hobbit
http://marvel.com/universe/Hulk_%28Bruce_Banner%29
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All that good stuff.  
See, even though he founded the church in Corinth, Paul 
can't quite keep things under control there. Not only are 
the Corinthians rebelling left and right, but people keep 
coming into town telling everyone that Paul is actually a 
giant green monster that can't be trusted in civilized 
society.  
Paul calls these guys the false apostles (of course he 
does) and, for him, they're worse than a “radioactive lab 
experiment” gone wrong. 
But if “the Hulk's” super power is unstoppable strength, 
Paul's is sarcasm-laced letters and near-death 
experiences.  
Both of which he is going to tell us about, over and over 
and over again! 
While the false apostles spend most of their time bragging 
about how amazingly holy and spiritually-gifted they are, 
Paul puts pen to paper to record all his failures.  
He writes in his letters (or Epistles) about being beaten, 
chained, tortured, imprisoned, starved, and almost 
beheaded. See, Paul thinks strength is actually found in 
weakness. We'd say Christianity has found its anti-hero. 
Did I mention that Paul is going to tell us that he was 
beaten? Chained? Tortured?  Imprisoned? Starved? And 
almost beheaded?  Don’t worry if I didn’t, Paul will remind 
us of this fact, again and again and again. 
Imagine, poor Paul, beaten, chained, tortured, imprisoned, 
starved and almost beheaded. 



P a g e  | 48 
 

Paul could not say that stuff enough.  It almost sounded 
like a litany or maybe the words of a song or a chant. 
So if you're looking for a guy from the Bible you can relate 
to—someone who occasionally gets mad and lashes out 
in letter form (as opposed to stomping on buildings or 
flying through the air, or leaping tall buildings in a single 
bound)—then, Paul is your biblical superhero.  
But remember, it makes him angry with your unbelieving 
ways—PAUL will attempt to SMASH you with his words! 
So get in line, do as he says, listen to him, learn the 
mantra and be a good little soldier for Christ. 
Did I mention that Corinth was the most divided church 
among the early Christians?  
Yep it was one of Paul’s babies and that is maybe why he 
cared so much! 
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
SUMMARY  

How It All Goes Down 
 

The Short Story-long!  Hehehe  ;-) 
Our story starts off where the Gospel of Luke left off—
Jesus is back.  (again!) 
You just can’t get rid of this guy, he keeps on showing up! 
I think it would have been great, if in his best Arnold 
Schwarzeneggar voice, Jesus would have said, like a real 
Terminator, “I’ll be baaaaaack!”  Jesus has left the room, 
thank you, thank you very much!  (Said in your best Elvis 
impersonation voice)… 
Yup, I think of this stuff in the middle of the night and then, 
hopefully remember it in the morning… 
And then disciples-apostles respond by saying, “He’s 
baaaaaack!”  That would be great!  It would be so funny, 
well, at least it is in my mind. 
Now that he's resurrected, Jesus decides to “hang out” 
and “chat” with his disciples (whom Luke calls “apostles”) 
for forty days.   Apostle means “one sent out!”  Remember 
the number 40 is not an actual number, it means one 
generation or a very long time.  So after the resurrection, 

https://www.shmoop.com/luke-gospel/
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Jesus is with his disciples once again “for a very long 
time.” 
Somewhere along the line, the church decided that this 
would be a “liturgical number” reflected in worship.  So the 
season of Lent is six weeks in length, the season of Easter 
is 7 weeks in length, because 7 is the number of 
perfection or wholeness.  For 40 days after Easter 
Sunday, Jesus walks the earth and on the 40th day, the 
Ascension is celebrated.  Ten days later, on the 50th day, 
Pentecost is celebrated!  This is all quite liturgical.  Us 
liturgical snobs know this stuff like the back of our own 
hands! 
But everyone knows that nothing lasts forever in this crazy 
world of ours…everything is fleeting…including fun… 
The fun can't last forever, so---Jesus ascends into Heaven 
on a cloud. On a white cloud.  Not a storm cloud.  There 
are so many kinds of clouds and we long to know more, 
ok, maybe it’s only me!  But I want to know what kind of 
cloud it was!  Was it a cumulonimbus?  A nimbostratus?  A 
Cumulus?  A Cirrus? A stratocumulus?  A Cirrus cumulus?  
An Alto stratus?  What about a cumulus congestus?  Or a 
stratus Fractus?  Perhaps it was a cirrocumulus or a 
stratiformis.  I want to know…  But then, what can we say? 
The guy knows how to make an exit.  Lights!  Camera!  
Action!  Up, Up and Away… 
What are the apostles supposed to do now? Luckily, 
Jesus left very specific instructions, sore necks and all.  
First, they're to spread his message to the ends of the 
Earth.  
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Second, they're supposed to pick up his dry cleaning.(J/K) 
 Jesus loves freshly laundered robes. Ok—not so much on 
that whole second part. Plus, the first part should keep 
them plenty busy…like forever… 
So the apostles get to work.  
Peter takes the lead and they all preach and teach about 
how Jesus is the Jewish Messiah and the fulfillment of 
everything that Jewish scripture says will happen. 
Awesome, right?  
They also perform lots of miracles (your run-of-the-mill 
healing and raising from the dead… no biggie). 
Oh, and their preaching also makes the religious 
authorities in Judea very, very mad. Like master, like 
disciples. The whole crew gets arrested a couple times 
(luckily, angels break them out of prison—angels are 
crafty like that) and one of the disciples, Stephen, even 
gets stoned to death. Nope, not on the whacky stuff, but 
with real, honest to goodness stones, rocks and boulders. 
It's a bad time to be a believer.  BAM! 
But because God likes irony, one of the guys involved in 
the death of Stephen gets converted (and blinded) when 
he's on his way to Damascus to persecute some more 
Christians.  
He changes his name to Paul and takes up the 
discipleship torch.  
Paul and some friends travel all around the Roman Empire 
talking about Jesus non-stop.  

http://www.humanjourney.us/images/FirstCenturyJudeaLg.jpg
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/20
http://www.centuryone.com/images/rmmp47.gif
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This guy, Paul, has all kinds of zany adventures. He's 
stoned, worshiped as a god, starts riots, and talks so long 
that people fall asleep and fall out of second story 
windows...  
He's also pretty good at the whole spreading-the-word-of-
God thing and he manages to set up churches in loads of 
different cities around the Empire.  
Way-To-Go, Paul. 
Meanwhile, back in Judea, there are issues.  
That’s nothing new, right?  There has always been issues 
in Judea, and probably always will. 
When you move the US Embassy from TelAviv to the old 
city of Jerusalem, you should probably expect even more 
issues…just saying… 
Issues…issues…and more issues… 
When Peter sees a vision from God, he realizes that 
Christians have got to branch out and start trying to 
convert Gentiles (i.e., non-Jews) as well as Jews.  
This is big. This is huge.  This bigger than big.  This is 
bigly. 
Like Mark Zuckerberg creating Facebook big.  
Like Wayfair not charging for delivery on all packages 
mailed.  Gamechanger, Wayfair, you have, just what I 
need!  That kind of big. 
Or like, IKEA opening a store in Oak Creek, Wisconsin! 
Huge!  Congested, but huge! 

https://www.facebook.com/zuck
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Paul thinks this is a swell idea, but he just wants to know 
one thing—do Gentile converts need to follow Jewish law 
and be circumcised? Back to the penis again.  Those 
7thgrade, 8th grade and now 9th graders are bright red! 
Because that's gonna make convincing the guys to join up 
a little bit harder. (NO PUN INTENDED, honest!)  Not 
going to touch this one… 
Let it alone, go on…smile politely…and pretend he doesn’t 
write any of this stuff at night! 
Finally, Paul manages to tick off enough people and he's 
arrested when he comes back to Jerusalem to visit.  
This time, it's the Jewish people who are against him 
(they're mad about the whole you-don't-have-to-follow-
Jewish-law-if-you're-Christian thing).   How dare he! 
The “naysayers” haul Paul before the Roman authorities 
and Paul is tried and held as a prisoner for a really long 
time.  
We're talking years.  Years and years and years. 
Finally, he gets tired of all the nonsense in Judea and asks 
to be shipped to Rome so he can take all this up with the 
emperor.  
Paul lands on Roman soil and is welcomed by the church 
there.  
He hangs out for a couple years, but we never find out 
what really happens. We've got a hunch it's not good, 
though. Poor Paul!!!!!   To be continued… 
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Acts of the Apostles: 
Summary: Chapter by 

Chapter 
The Acts of Apostles gives us a unique insight into how 
the Church began. To make the picture abundantly clear, 
God has given us “a hand-picked record” of the activities 
of the Early Church.  Certainly there is a lot that is not 
recorded, but this is recorded that we might savor it! 

There is no single chapter that does not exhibit God's 
power and wisdom in operation. Below is a “very brief 
summary.” It should leave you in no doubt of God's 
intention for His body…the Church. 

Acts 1 
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit (verse 8) to the disciples 
and ascends to heaven before their eyes. Matthias is 
chosen as an Apostle to replace Judas. 
 
Acts 2 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Peter gives an anointed 
and prophetic sermon. About 3,000 souls are added to the 
Church. Signs and wonders follow. 
 
Acts 3 
Peter and John are used by God to heal a lame man at 
the Beautiful Gate. Peter preaches under the anointing. 
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Acts 4 
More people believe the word and are added to the 
Church (verse 4). Peter and John are arrested. They 
radiate the boldness of Christ. The Apostles are filled a 
fresh with the Holy Spirit (verse 31). The Apostles preach 
with great power. 
 
Acts 5 
Ananias and Sapphira lie to Peter (and the Holy Spirit) and 
fall down dead. The Apostles display signs and wonders. 
The sick and those oppressed by evil spirits are healed 
(verse16). 
The Apostles are arrested and released from prison by an 
angel (verse 18). 
 
Acts 6 
Stephen, full of faith and power does great wonders and 
signs among the people (verse 8). 
Acts 7 
Stephen's anointed sermon. He sees Jesus standing on 
the right hand of the father. He becomes the first martyr.  
We know who holds the robes … and who enjoys 
watching the martyrdom a “little too much!”  Enter one 
Saul of Tarsus. 
 
Acts 8 
Simon the sorcerer is saved. Philip does miracles and 
signs. Peter and John go to preach in Samaria and the 
Holy Spirit falls on some people. The Holy Spirit leads 
Philip to the Eunuch from Ethiopia. The Eunuch is saved. 
The Holy Spirit carries Philip away to Azotus. 



P a g e  | 56 
 

 
Acts 9 - Acts 10 
This is where the action starts to get “real good.”  This is 
where Paul begins to take over…from this point forward it 
is all about Saul/Paul of Tarsus. Cornelius sees a vision 
(1) Peter sees a vision (9) The Holy Spirit falls on 
Cornelius household. 
 
Acts 11 
The disciples first called Christians at Antioch 
Paul defends himself to the Apostles in Jerusalem. 
Barnabas is sent out. Many people added to the Lord. 
Agabus prophesies about a great famine throughout the 
entire world. 
 
Acts 12 
James is killed and Peter is arrested. An angel rescues 
Peter. The church goes into continuous prayer for Peter. 
Herod is struck by an angel and eaten by worms. God's 
word grows and multiplies (24).  We want to hear more 
about Paul, not Peter… 
 
Acts 13 
The Holy Spirit asks for Barnabas and Saul to be set aside 
for God's ministry. Here starts their “first missionary 
journey” (2). Saul now called Paul pronounces judgement 
on Elymas the sorcerer. Elymas goes blind for a time (11). 
John leaves Barnabas and Paul, returning to Jerusalem. 
Many people added to the church through Paul and 
Barnabas' preaching. 
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Acts 14 
Signs and wonders done by Paul and Barnabas (3). They 
flee a violent attack. Paul heals lame man in Lystra 
crippled from birth. Paul stoned and left as dead, the 
disciple gather round him, pray and he revives (19). 
 
Acts 15 
Certain men preach “circumcision” as a requirement for 
salvation. And you wonder why men are so concerned 
about the junk in their trunk?  It was a big issue.  The Holy 
Spirit directs the apostles not to accept this (28). Paul and 
Barnabas set out for their second missionary journey (36) 
 
Acts 16 
Paul meets Timothy, circumcises him (again with the knife, 
cut it out boiz!) and take him along on his missionary trip. 
Umm, I really don’t feel like traveling today!  Do you have 
one of those inflatable donuts to sit on?  Paul encourages 
the church. The church increases in number, again! 
 
The Holy Spirit forbids Paul to preach in Asia (6) and in 
Bithynia (7). Paul receives vision to go to Macedonia (9). 
Lydia is saved (14). Evil spirit of divination cast out by Paul 
(18). Praise and worship release Paul and Silas from jail 
(v26). The jailer's household are saved (v33).  Whatever 
happened to old Peter?  And you thought he was so 
important for the early church! 
 
Acts 17 
Greeks join Paul and Silas (v4). The Thessalonian’s show 
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a commendable desire to search the scriptures personally 
(v11). Many believe (v12) and “several” are saved (v34). 
 
Acts 18 
Paul makes tents (3). Many believe the gospel (8). Paul 
has a vision (9) Apollos is equipped (25). Paul sets out on 
“third missionary journey” (22) 
 
Acts 19 
Some disciples receive baptism of the Holy Spirit for the 
first time. Paul does “unusual miracles.” Seven sons of 
Sceva try to cast out demons. Many saved. God's Word 
grows (18, 20). Demetrius causes riot. 
 
Acts 20 
Eutychus raised from the dead (9) Paul exhorts brethren. 
 
Acts 21 
Paul warned not to go to Jerusalem by the Holy Spirit (4). 
Philip the evangelist has four daughters who prophesy (8) 
Agabus prophesies what will happen to Paul in Jerusalem 
(11) Paul beaten by a mob and arrested by soldiers. 
 
Acts 22 
Paul tells of his conversion, again! 
 
Acts 23 
The Lord appears to Paul at night.  Of course, he does! 
 
Acts 24 
Felix touched by Paul's anointed speech (25). 
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Acts 25 
Paul witnesses to Agrippa (23). 
 
Acts 26 
Agrippa perceives that Paul is innocent(30). 
 
Acts 27 
Paul warns shipmates of dangerous trip, but is ignored (9) 
An angel appears to Paul telling him about the trip (v23) 
 
Acts 28 
Paul survives vipers bite (4-3) 
Paul heals someone with fever and dysentery (8) 
Paul preached another anointed sermon and more believe 
the gospel (24) 
 
Paul is just wonderful isn’t he? 
 
So, given this “historical data” why then does Peter 
become the first Pope or Bishop of Rome?  Shouldn’t Paul 
deserve that position? 
 
You have to admit that Peter kind of fades from view and 
everything from here on out is about Paul… 
 
So, what’s really going on here? 
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Acts of the Apostles 
Chapter 9 Summary 

Saul Is Blinded By The 
Light 

Meanwhile, Saul is still hard at work persecuting 
Christians. Seriously, Saul, give it a rest.  He is just like 
that little Energizer Bunny – “still going!” 

He's on his way to Damascus to find even more 
Christians he can throw in jail, when he sees a light 
suddenly flash from Heaven.  Um is this called a 
“theophany?”  A theophany is a visitation by/ from God. 

Paul is seeing things.  We have other words for people 
who are seeing things.  Especially if things aren’t really 
there! 

Saul falls on the ground and hears a voice—"Saul, why 
do you persecute me?" Um, good question. Uh-oh, 
now he is hearing voices…danger, danger, danger, Mr. 
Robertson. 

Saul asks the voice to be more specific. Who's calling, 
please?  Is this a wrong number?  Is this the party to 
whom you were calling?  Is this a robo-dial? 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/20
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"It's me, Jesus" the voice tells him. Seriously. Did you 
not see that coming? It's called “dramatic irony.”  
Persecute my followers will you? 

Anyhow, the voice of Jesus tells Saul to keep heading 
towards the city and that he'll let him know what to do. 
Maybe stop persecuting people? Just a thought.  How 
about turning the other cheek.  Or how about praying 
for your enemies.  And then, there is “love.” 

Saul gets up and—holy crud—he's blind. Luckily, he's 
traveling with a couple other guys (really confused 
guys who just heard a crazy voice from Heaven –or did 
they?) Regardless, they help Saul into Damascus, but 
it's three days before Saul can see anything again.  I 
am thinking Jonah in the belly of the whale.  I am 
thinking Jesus three days in the tomb.  And now, Saul 
three days being blind as a bat and without the sonar! 

Goodbye, Scales; Hello, 
Discipleship 

There just so happens to be a follower of Jesus named 
Ananias (not the greedy, dead one from before… a 
different guy) living in Damascus.  Seriously, how 
many people can name their sons Ananias?  Are you 
kidding me?  Whatever happened to Bob? 

Ananias has a vision where God tells him to go find 
Saul and restore his sight. 
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Ananias is a tiny bit skeptical, though: “Um, God, 
hasn't Saul been rounding up Christians left and right? 
Are you sure I should just walk in there and introduce 
myself and heal him in the name of Jesus?  I mean like 
you are sure about this?  Really, truly sure! 

Yeah, it's totally cool, God tells him. He's gonna bring 
my message to the Gentiles and all that good stuff. 
And he's gonna suffer quite a bit, too. I kind of dig 
irony. Is that why just for fun and giggles Saul gets a 
thorn stuck in his side?  Hmmm… 

So Ananias goes and heals Saul and "something like 
scales fell from his eyes." Gross.  

After that, Saul is baptized and eats a little and then 
starts to feel better. Heavenly visions are a like a really 
nasty flu sometimes.  You don’t want to have a vision! 

Saul Just Wants To Fit In 
Originally he had a 32 inch waist, so he had to drop a 
few pounds just to fit in…but when you get fish scales 
in your eye sockets, you kind of lose your appetite as 
well.  So, no worries, Saul was down to a size 30 in no 
time.  His body mass was good, too, just to get him in 
shape for the up and coming travels… 

Once he feels better, Saul rushes out into the 
synagogues and starts talking up Jesus. 
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The people are pretty astonished. Didn't Saul come to 
town to arrest Christians? Now he's become one? 
Weird.  Does this guy talk out of both sides of his 
mouth?  Is he for real? 

Naturally, after Saul's been preaching for a while and 
convincing lots of people, the religious authorities 
hatch a plot to kill him. (Is this considered more irony?)  
Don't these guys have anything better to do with their 
time?  And, they are still at it, today! 

The disciples find out about it, though, and sneak Saul 
out of town at night by lowering him down the wall 
outside the city in a basket. A tisket, a tasket, Paul is in 
the basket! 

Those disciples are always thinking. 

Saul makes his way to Jerusalem to meet up with his 
fellow disciples, but they're a little bit skeptical. Um, 
these are the same guys you were just trying to get 
killed a while ago, Saul. 

Barnabas vouches for him in front of the apostles, 
which puts them a little more at ease. I said a little 
more at ease.  But not really.  They were all still pretty 
leery of the guy!  You know what really puts them at 
ease though? Sending Saul home to Tarsus to do 
some preaching there instead.   Get rid of him!!!  That 
will take care of – so they did! 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/tarsus.htm
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Peter's Doing Stuff Too, 
You Know, He Is…He 

Really Truly Is! 
Peter's also having his own adventures all over the 
country. He heals a man who's been paralyzed and 
converts loads of folks in the process. Score! 

When he hears that a disciple named Tabitha (her 
Greek name is Dorcas) has died in Joppa, he rushes 
there and brings her back to life. Whoa. Peter has got 
Lazarus-level healing powers! 

Is Dorcas the same one who made jackets?  And 
started all these circles for ladies to attend in the 
church?  Let’s form a circle she said, and they 
did…and they have been meeting ever since! 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/joppa.htm
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Jesus: Part Deux 
Luke begins by “giving a shout to” Theophilus (a name or 
a word which means “friend of God” in Greek!) and 
pointing us towards a little gem he wrote called The 
Gospel of Luke. Ever heard of it? 

One might say, next to John’s gospel, Luke is a most 
beloved gospel…and Luke as a Physician is also 
embraced! 

Basically, “that book” told the story of Jesus in an 
“orderly fashion.” All the awesome things he said and 
did and the super cool way he died and came back to 
life again. It's pretty swell…neat...dope!   You should 
definitely check it out sometime.  It is a worthy read. 

Anyhoo… Acts starts with Jesus already back in black. 
He is in the positive column…nothing “red” for him. He 
decides to hang around with all his favorite disciples for 
forty days, give or take. Not typical behavior for a dead 
guy, but we are talking about Jesus here.  Trust me, 
this is no “Weekend At Bernie’s…” 

So while Jesus is hanging around, he gives the 
disciples (whom Luke calls apostles) some advice.  

Don't leave Jerusalem—good stuff is about to start 
happening. Also, doesn’t worry so much about how 
Jesus is gonna fix all the Jewish people's problems. 
He's totally going to. He's just not telling when. Or 
how… 

https://www.shmoop.com/luke-gospel/
https://www.shmoop.com/luke-gospel/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAgnJDJN4VA
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He Ascended Into Heaven 
And All That Good Stuff 
One day, while hanging on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
tells the apostles that they're gonna be his "witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth." Wow. That's a pretty tall order!  
Especially for these guys…who are not the most 
competent – nor are they the sharpest tools in the 
shed! 

Just then, Jesus is lifted up into the air and a cloud 
takes him away. Whoa! 

Somewhere in the background hear the lyrics to 
“Stairway to Heaven.”  Led Zeppelin did the 1971 
version and Heart did the 1977 version, take your pick! 

The apostles are all like, "What the what?" when two 
other guys dressed in white robes come along.  

Dude, what’s up with robes?  Whose your Dry 
Cleaner?  You definitely do not go to Han’s Cleaners!  
First the empty tomb and now again…don’t you guys 
ever go home?  Don’t you guys ever give up? 

Suffice it to say, the boiz with the sparkling robes are 
back! 

“No worries,” the two guys tell the apostles! 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/mtolives.htm
http://www.humanjourney.us/images/FirstCenturyJudeaLg.jpg
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 Jesus went up into Heaven and he's gonna come 
back in the same way. So look for that. Umm, but for 
the record, they did not say, “when!”  That would have 
been helpful.  Maybe they forgot!  We get the feeling 
those weren't just two random guys.  Who was that 
masked man?  Oh, never mind, they weren’t wearing 
masks… 

Okay, so after that, the apostles head back into 
Jerusalem.  They probably went shopping…or maybe 
they just grabbed a bite to eat at the local drive-thru… 

There's a whole group of them staying in a room in the 
city.  

You've got Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, 
Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
That brings their number to eleven. (Judas Iscariot is 
no longer welcome. He knows why.) 

In addition to these dudes, there were also some 
women who stayed with them, Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and some of Jesus' brothers, too. It was a pretty 
full house.  A little sweaty and stinky to be sure! 

Apostles Wanted 
Around this time, Peter gives a little speech to a crowd 
of about 120 believers. 

It’s good to see that the numbers were still growing… 
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He explains that Judas was part of the inner circle 
before he became a “nasty little turncoat.” Now he 
needs to be replaced.  They whited him off their list 
using White Out!  They deleted him off of all emails 
and they “unfriended” him on FaceBook. 

Apparently, in the time between his betrayal of Jesus 
and now, Judas bought himself a nice piece of land (he 
had just come into thirty pieces of silver). The money 
was literally burning a hole in his pocket!  But then 
oops! He took a nasty fall and "burst open in the 
middle and all his bowels gushed out." Um, gross. 

So, we need a new apostle #12. Who's it gonna be? 

Peter lays down the qualifications: this new dude has 
to have been hanging around since the baptism of 
John and until Jesus was taken up into Heaven. Wow, 
they are not casting a wide net for applicants, are 
they? 

Surprisingly, two different guys fit the bill exactly—
“Joseph called Barsabbas and Matthias.”  The problem 
was the guy with the name Barsabbas (Son of the 
Father) – he was “out” on  technicality! 

The apostles prayed to God to help them choose. Then 
they cast lots (God, apparently, loves gambling) and 
Matthias comes out on top, naturally!  

Better luck next time, Barsabbas.  Cya! 
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Gentiles Are “So In” 
Back in Judea, word reaches the apostles and Jewish 
followers of Jesus that Peter has been baptizing 
Gentiles. The horror! Peter really?  I thought he was 
opposed to Gentile-Christians? 

Later, when Peter comes back into town, he has 
some 'splaining to do.  I am sure, big time.  Maybe he 
just showed them his “keys.” 

Peter tells them all about the vision and that God said 
unclean things are now a-okay. 

He explains that it was God who let the Holy Spirit fall 
on the Gentiles while he was speaking. What was 
Peter supposed to do? Stop speaking?  Once you put 
a nickel in him, there was no stopping him!  OK 
enough about Peter, let’s get to the good stuff…and 
old baldy!  

Stop God from giving 
out his gifts? Good luck 

with that. 
The other apostles are speechless, but then they 
realize this is actually a great thing. God wants to 
save everyone.  
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Spreading The Word In 
Antioch 

Someone do a count and see how many cities 
Paul actually goes to and visits, but then be 
mindful that he also makes multiple visits to the 
same cities…this guy gets around I tell you! 

Lots of disciples are still traveling around. Some only 
preach the good news to fellow Jews, but others 
started telling Gentiles, too.  

And it's working!  The church is growing in leaps and 
bounds… 

The church in Jerusalem sends Barnabas to Antioch 
to check out the new Gentile converts. 

Things looks good, so Barnabas heads to Tarsus to 
pick up Saul and bring him to Antioch. The two men 
stay there for a year and help the church get up and 
running. 

This is the first place that the disciples were called 
"Christians." Memories. Awww – Sweet Antioch!  Aint 
that just cross the border down in flatlander’s land?  
Home is where the heart.  Sweet home, Antioch!  (It 
sounds like a country western song!) 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/antiochorontes.htm
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Around the same time, a prophet named Agabus 
comes to Antioch and says that there's gonna be a 
really terrible famine soon.  

The disciples decide it's up to them to make sure that 
fellow believers are cared for if this happens, so they 
send supplies with Barnabas and Saul. Way to think 
ahead, guys.  That must have been the one and only 
time that the church EVER thought ahead.  Usually 
we are just reactive…said the preacher. 

Paul In Cyprus 
In Antioch there are a group of prophets and teachers 
hanging around, but God singles out Barnabas and 
Saul for some special duties.  

The pair head over to Cyprus where they run into a 
Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus.   You realize 
that name means the “Son of Jesus” – eek! 

When the Roman governor in the area asks Saul and 
Barnabas to come chat with him about Jesus, Bar-
Jesus tells the governor that they're just spewing lies. 
Oh, Bar-Jesus. 

Saul (who, did we mention, is better known as Paul?) 
tells Bar-Jesus that he's a terrible, awful, no good guy 
and that he's gonna be blind for a while. It is going to 
match his spiritual blindness. 

http://www.visitcyprus.com/wps/portal
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Sure enough, Bar-Jesus goes blind and the governor 
believes that what Saul/Paul said about Jesus must 
be true. After all, if you can blind a guy, you must be 
holy, right? 

Paul In Galatia 
Paul and friends leave Cyprus and head to Galatia 
where they head straight for the synagogue. It musta 
been the Sabbath Day!  Hurry and get there before 
sundown!  Runnnnnnnnnnnnn   The religious officials 
there invite them to speak (this is a first). 

Paul stands up and gives a little speech about the 
history of the Jewish people leading up to King David. 
From David, Paul claims, comes Jesus, who is the 
fulfillment of everything God has ever promised the 
Jewish people. Yay! 

Of course, the folks down in Jerusalem didn't realize 
this (even though it was obvious) and they had Jesus 
put to death on “trumped up charges.”  This was not a 
political statement, honest!  TRUMPed up charges! 

Paul ends by telling that they can free themselves 
from sin if they put their “faith in Jesus” (and, of 
course, God). Everyone that doesn't listen is going to 
die. Metaphorically, of course. See, that’s why 
Lutherans like this guy!  It’s all about faith!  Not works! 

As Paul and Barnabas are leaving, the people in the 
synagogue ask them to come back next week to talk 

http://www.unrv.com/provinces/galatia.php
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some more. (Wow, this visit went well!) Loads of 
people start to become followers of Jesus, too. 

The following week, almost the entire city turns out to 
hear Paul preach (he's quite a draw). But there's a 
group of Jews who aren't so pleased (there’s always a 
few!) with what's going on, and they let everyone 
know that they think Paul's full of it. 

Paul and Barnabas tell everyone that the good news 
about Jesus was passed on to the Jewish people first. 
But since they're so good at rejecting it, God has 
asked them to move onto the Gentiles. Don't be upset 
when you see that they've run out of good spots in 
Heaven, guys. 

Lots of Gentiles start following Jesus after this, but the 
naysayers get someone to spread rumors about Paul 
and Barnabas and they're forced to leave town and 
head for Iconium. Preaching ain't easy, ever! 

Paul In Iconium 
Same thing goes down in Iconium. Paul and 
Barnabas make some headway getting people to 
follow Jesus, and then the naysayers start spreading 
the seeds of doubt. Boo. 

When the naysayers threaten to stone them, Paul and 
Barnabas get the heck out of Iconium. (Dodge!) 
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Paul In Lystra 
They head to Lystra, where they meet a man who has 
never been able to walk. Guess what? Paul heals him 
and then, the dude can walk…and run and skip and play 
hop scotch, and red light/green light and kick the can.  
Not only that, but this guy can shoot hoops, play a little 
softball, soccer and volleyball, too boot! 

The people are amazed (as usual) and decide that 
Paul and Barnabas must be gods come to Earth. 
Obviously.  Gods…go figure!  That must have been 
good for Paul’s head, if he didn’t already think enough 
about himself, before this! 

They call Barnabas (Zeus) and Paul (Hermes) and 
they rush off to the temple to offer a sacrifice to 
their newest gods. 

Paul and Barnabas are pretty freaked out when they 
hear about this. They tear their clothes (so dramatic) 
and tell all the people that they're just regular guys 
like them. Their job is to tell people about the “one 
true God,” not to become him. 

Paul Is Dead 
Later on, some Jewish naysayers come from Antioch 
and Iconium to speak against Paul and Barnabas. 
Can't they just leave them alone?  Nope!  Like dogs 
on a hot trail… 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/derbelystra.htm
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The naysayers get the crowd so worked up that they 
actually get them to stone Paul…or at least to attempt 
to…but Paul knows some pretty fancy foot work! 

When the crowd of stone-throwers thinks Paul's dead, 
they drag him out of the city and leave him there. 
Bummer. 

But when the disciples come to find him, they see that 
Paul hasn't quite been stoned to death. Note to 
naysayers: use heavier rocks next time.  Try that really-
really big one over there and make sure you drop it 
squarely on his skull when he is down and out. 

Paul gets up and staggers away somehow back into 
the city. He's crazy like that. 

Paul Gets Out Of Dodge 
Paul and Barnabas travel around to lots of other 
places preaching about Jesus and converting Jews 
and Gentiles alike. Good work, guys!  You do note 
whose name always appears first, don’t you!  It’s 
never Barnabas and Paul.  Never. 

All the time, they're happy to be persecuted because it 
means they're doing right by God. God likes people to 
be “unhappy and downtrodden while serving him,” we 
guess.  Hey, wait a minute here, that’s not altogether 
true!  But the loads he gives ‘em are sometimes a little 
bit heavy and awkward…just saying… 
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In the end, Paul and Barnabas head back to Judea 
and give a report to everyone there on the status of 
the church around the Roman Empire. “Everyone is 
pretty psyched.” 

To Snip Or Not To Snip? 
In Judea, there's a bunch of guys talking about 
circumcision. Oh no, not that subject again!  Mainly, 
they're saying that no one can be saved unless 
they're circumcised. Paul and Barnabas don't agree. 
Male Gentiles everywhere rejoice!  We want our stuff!  
We want our stuff!  2-4-6-8 who do we appreciate?  
Paul, Paul, Paul! 

Paul and Barnabas decide to head to Jerusalem to 
take up “the topic” with the twelve apostles and elders 
to get their opinion on the “big snip.” 

Some of the Christians there say that male converts 
need to be circumcised. After all, a follower of Jesus 
still has to follow the laws of Moses. 

But Peter stands up (no comment) and tells everyone 
that God is cool with the Gentiles. If he wants to give 
them the Holy Spirit, the fact that their junk is still 
intact isn't gonna stop him. Besides, they all know that 
the path to salvation goes through Jesus, not Jewish 
law. 
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Paul and Barnabas agree and tell all kinds of stories 
about how faithful and spirit-filled the new Gentile-
Christians are. They're model converts. 

James also tells everyone that he agrees with Peter. 

He decides that there are only a few things Gentiles 
need to avoid. They shouldn't worship idols, have sex 
outside of marriage, eat any animal that hasn't been 
ritually slaughtered, or drink animal blood.  

Sounds simple enough.  But can you believe, we can 
blow even those few rules… 

The Penis Monologues 
If women can have their Vagina Monologues, then 
men can has their Penis Monologues, what good for 
the goose is good for the gander! 

So it is debated, so it is done. The apostles write up a 
letter that Paul and Barnabas will circulate to the 
Gentile believers. Judas Barsabbas and Silas also tag 
along with them. 

In Antioch, everyone is glad to hear the news. No 
animal blood means intact penises all around!  Woo 
hoo! 

But what about all those poor suckers who on the day 
before just got snipped?  Too bad for them, I guess! 
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Sadly, Paul and Barnabas have a bit of a falling out 
over who gets to come to the next town with them.  

Paul doesn't want John Mark tagging along with them 
again.  (John Mark goes on to write the first Gospel.  
It is also his mother’s house where the disciples met 
in Jerusalem.  It was also the home of the Last 
Supper.)  And Paul doesn’t want him to tag along… 

The dynamic duo splits. Barnabas takes John Mark 
with him and Paul goes on ahead with Silas. It's the 
end of an era. 

Paul Meets Timothy 
Paul's next stop is in Lystra where he meets a 
Christian named “Timothy.”  Or Tim, or “little Timmy...”  
or “Timbo!”  The TIM-inator! 

Timothy's dad was Greek, which means he was never 
circumcised, so Paul goes ahead and asks him to 
have it done. Ouch. Wait a minute!  Hold the reins, 
buckwheat!  Didn’t they just decide that you didn’t 
have to be circumcised.  And Paul tells him to do it – 
anyways???   What is this?  Paul thinks it will 
strengthen their street cred with the Jews they'll meet 
in their upcoming travels.  Um, if I were little Timmy I 
would run and catch up with Barnabas and John 
Mark! 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy travel around the eastern 
part of the Roman Empire spreading the word and 
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winning converts.  Timothy is on crutches for a few 
weeks!  Thanks Paul! 

One night, Paul has a vision telling him to head to 
Macedonia. Sure thing! 

Paul In Macedonia 
Ah, this is that famous “Macedonian Call” telling 
someone to leave their present assignment and 
to move on – and follow the spirit! 

In Macedonia, Paul meets a wealthy Gentile woman 
named “Lydia” who promptly decides that she and 
everyone who lives in her house will be baptized after 
talking with Paul. Way to win hearts and minds, Paul. 

Lydia invites Paul and company to stay with her. What 
a lovely hostess. 

One day, Paul and friends meet a slave girl who has a 
gift for fortune-telling. In fact, her owners make a lot of 
money from her gift. 

Every time the disciples pass by her, she yells that 
they are “servants of God” who could point you to 
salvation. 

Even though this description is accurate, Paul is pretty 
annoyed by the constant yelling. He orders the fortune-
telling spirit to come out of her and, just like that, it's 

http://www.exploringmacedonia.com/
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gone.  Yikes, so much for her income and that of her 
owners!!! 

Not surprisingly, the owners of the girl aren't too happy. 
They were making some pretty good cash money off 
that girl's possession. 

They drag Paul and Silas in front of the Roman 
magistrates and tell them that the two are nothing 
more than Jewish “agitators.” 

The magistrates have them “stripped, beaten with 
rods,” and thrown in jail. They don't mess around in 
Macedonia.  

It's A Divine Prison Break 
At midnight, while Paul and Silas are praying in their 
cell (that's some dedication for you), there's an 
earthquake.  

All the cell doors open and the chains fall off the 
prisoners. God has arranged another prison break. 

When the jailer wakes up and sees that all the cells 
are opened he takes out his sword so that he can kill 
himself for letting prisoners escape on his watch. 
Yikes, again!  But… 

Paul tells him that they're still there and that he should 
hold off on offing himself. He has so much to live for, 
right? 
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The jailer is so impressed by the two men that he 
decides to believe in Jesus, too. 

The jailer takes Paul and Silas to his house and treats 
their wounds. Everyone in the whole house decides to 
believe in God…and again, the whole group gets 
baptized!   Pretty impressive, stuff there. 

Apology Please 
The next morning, the magistrates send word to the 
jailer to let Paul and Silas go… 

Umm they are already out and about sir! 

But Paul, who seems to be feeling a little over-
confident after the whole earthquake prison break, 
tells them “no way.” 

After all, Paul says, we're Roman citizens and you 
beat and humiliated us in public. You're so gonna pay. 

Okay, so the magistrates totally did not know that and 
now they're a little freaked out. You do not treat a 
Roman citizen that way.  Ever.  Roman citizens have 
rights you know… 

The magistrates come and apologize to each of them 
personally. Paul and Silas head back to Lydia's house 
with their heads held high.  

Way to play the Roman citizen card. 
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Paul In Thessalonica 
Paul and Silas visit Thessalonica, and immediately 
upon arrival they rush to the synagogue to start 
arguing that Jesus is the Messiah. Of course they do, 
because that’s the way these guys roll.  We must 
assume it is another Sabbath day, again. 

Some Jews and Gentiles are persuaded, but another 
group of Jewish naysayers is not having it. They form a 
mob and hunt down Paul and Silas, as per usual. 

The naysayers are claiming that Paul and company 
are preaching against the Roman Emperor. After all, 
they are saying that “Jesus is King.” The emperor 
might not be too thrilled to hear about that. 

Paul In Beroea 
Paul and Silas leave town and head to Beroea. The 
Jews and Gentiles are way warmer and friendlier 
there, and they enjoy listening to Paul's preaching. 

They even hold an old fashioned picnic in their honor 
complete with red and white plaid table cloths, picnic 
baskets, kosher hotdogs and s’mores.  They have 
root beer and apple pie, later. 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica.htm
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The Jews from Thessalonica find out that Paul is in 
Beroea though, and they head on over to get some 
trouble brewing.  Again, one more time, of course 
they do, because that is how “they” roll. 

Paul In Athens 
The Christians in town send Paul to Athens, where 
he'll be (a little) safer.  

When he arrives, Paul is pretty sad to see that the 
whole city is covered in idols. First commandment, 
everyone.  “I am the Lord your God, you shall have no 
other gods before me!” 

Naturally, he books it to the synagogue to start 
arguing with everyone about Jesus. Paul is consistent 
at least.  That boy can always raise a ruckus! 

He moves on to the marketplace and starts to engage 
some of the non-Jewish Greeks in the crowd. He 
gives a sermon that's one part biblical and one part 
Greek philosophy.  

Paul tells the citizens of Athens that they are 
obviously “very religious” (they have all those idols 
hanging around, after all), but God is the one who 
created the whole world and who should actually be 
worshiped. Oh yeah, and He also sent a guy (Jesus) 
who will lead the way—a guy who died, but was 
raised from the dead. Pretty awesome, right? 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/athens.htm
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The Athenians are “intrigued” and tell him that they'd 
like to hear more. Some even become believers 
because Paul is just that darn good. 

Paul In Corinth 
Paul leaves Athens, heads over to Corinth, and meets 
a Jewish couple named Aquila and Priscilla who have 
just been kicked out of Rome. 

The couple happens to be tentmakers (like Paul), so 
the three of them work together making tents and 
enjoying the sights in Corinth.  They visit Culvers for 
custard and get their pizza at Marcos.  Then, they 
swing by all the new development off of Rawson 
Avenue. 

Every time the Sabbath rolls around, Paul heads over 
to the synagogue to start telling everyone about 
Jesus. The guy does not stop.  Yack, yack, yack! 

In the meantime, Silas and Timothy meet up with him 
from Macedonia.  Timothy is still hurting in the nether 
region, thanks buddy! 

Paul isn't making any headway with the Corinthian 
Jews, so he decides to go talk to the Gentiles in town. 

Paul has better luck among the Gentiles and 
manages to convert lots of people, all kinds of people, 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/corinth.htm
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tons of people...and none of them have to be clipped 
like Timothy was!   @+3$^&*!~ Paul! 

One night, God speaks to Paul in a vision (not 
another night time vision) and tells him not to worry. 
Corinth is a safe place for him because there are lots 
of sympathetic Christians hanging around. 

God is right. Corinth is so safe that Paul stays there 
for a year and a half.  He even rents a little place and 
hangs out his sign. 

Later, some of the Jews drag Paul off to the Roman 
governor, Gallio. 

But Gallio doesn't think much of their concerns. He 
basically tells them to figure it out themselves 
because the Christians aren't breaking any Roman 
laws.  In other words MYOB.  Which aint half bad for 
a whole heck of a lot of people to remember on a 
regular basis!  MYOB! 

Priscilla And Aquila Take 
The Reins For A Second 

Finally, Paul leaves Corinth and heads for Ephesus 
with Priscilla and Aquila.  (Ephesus was his favorite 
go-to place!)  He loved spring in Ephesus!  He even 
blogged about it…and put pictures of it on his 
Facebook account!  Paul liked to take “selfies…”  He 

http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/20020418.htm
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posts lots of them!!!  You can find him on Snap Chat 
as well! 

He leaves the couple in Ephesus, and travels on to 
various places. 

In Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila run into a Jewish-
Christian guy named Apollos. 

Apollos is “really into Jesus” and speaks pretty well, 
but a couple things he says about baptism aren't 
exactly right… So Priscilla and Aquila pull him aside 
and explain where he's going wrong. Problem solved.  

The newly-schooled Apollos heads to Corinth to help 
folks out there. Way to pitch in, Apollos.  He takes 
with him his I-Pad with specific instructions on 
Baptism. 

 

 
 

Paul In Ephesus 
After this, Paul comes back to Ephesus.(Again, to 
Ephesus cuz remember it is his favorite go-to-place!) 

When he arrives, he runs into a dozen followers of 
Jesus who don't even know what the Holy Spirit is. 
Seriously, what are Christians teaching in Ephesus? 

Paul helps them understand and then baptizes them 
in the name of Jesus. Then he lays his hands on them 
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and they get the Holy Spirit and start to speak in 
tongues and prophecy. It's pretty cool. 

Paul keeps on preaching about Jesus in the 
synagogues around Ephesus. Some folks are into it 
and some are pretty dead set against him. Go figure. 

But Paul's got the power. He stays in Ephesus for two 
years and manages to convert and heal loads of 
people. Take that, naysayers!  Paul even put up 
curtains in his kitchen, because he was going to hang 
around there for a while! 

The Exorcists 
One day, there are some “random Jewish exorcists” 
who are trying to cast out evil spirits in Jesus' name. 

The evil spirit is unimpressed. It tells the men that it 
knows Jesus and it knows Paul, but who are you guys 
again? The man who's possessed attacks them and 
runs them out of the house. 

After this, lots of people who practice magic (the kind 
that doesn't come from God) repent of their evil ways 
and start following Jesus.  Were you aware that some 
magic apparently comes from God?  I am going to go 
out on a limb here and say:  David Copperfield, Doug 
Henning, Siegfried & Roy, Lance Burton of Vegas 
fame, Penn & Teller and Cyril Takayama are all good 
magicians!  If you haven’t heard of the last guy, just 
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go to YouTube and type in the name Cyril and he will 
pop up.  These guys are amazing… 

Paul decides that's he's ready for another trip. He 
plans to go through Macedonia, Achaia, Jerusalem, 
and then onto Rome. An ambitious itinerary. Hey, who 
is paying for all this?  He aint making that much 
money selling his tents! 

We Predict A Riot 
Paul sends Timothy and Erastus ahead of him and 
stays back in Ephesus.  Now who is Erastus? 
According to the Epistle to the Romans, Erastus was 
a steward in Corinth, a political office of “high civic 
status.” The word is defined as "the manager of 
household or of household affairs" or, in this context, 
"treasurer."  He was a big shot!  According to the 
tradition of the Orthodox Church, Erastus is numbered 
among the Seventy Disciples. He served as 
a deacon and steward of the Church at 
Jerusalem and later of Paneas in Palestine. Good 
thing too, because a crisis was about to breas out.  
The more Christians the merrier. 

There's an Ephesian named Demetrius who worked 
as a silversmith. His main job was to make statutes of 
Artemis. Since Paul started preaching about Jesus, 
production has been down. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_the_Romans
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Demetrius gathers some other silversmiths together 
and they “wring their hands” about the danger this 
poses to their industry (oh, and to the proper worship 
of the goddess). 

The men start shouting, "Great is Artemis of the 
Ephesians" and they drag two of Paul's companions, 
Gaius and Aristarchus, into a huge theater. It's chaos. 

Paul wants to try to calm things down, but his friends 
urge him to stay away. He does have a habit of 
creating riots after all… lol…he could insight a group 
of grandmothers…and turn them into a bunch of 
“Grey Panthers!” 

The people are all shouting and carrying on. Some of 
them don't even know why they're there. We guess 
they just like a good mob scene.  Hey, you wanna go 
to a riot? 

Some of the Jews try to have a man named 
Alexander come forward to silence the crowd, but he 
doesn't have any luck. Two hours of chanting follows. 
Seriously. Two hours. There were a lot of hoarse 
voices the next day, I bet. 

Finally the town clerk gets everyone to quiet down. 

Look, he tells them. Everyone knows how great 
Artemis is. No one is disputing that. These Christians 
aren't some crazy criminals or blasphemers, so what's 
the big deal? If anyone wants to try to take them to 
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court, go ahead. Otherwise, people need to shut up 
about it. 

Surprisingly this works and the crowd goes on its way. 
You go, town clerk!  I wonder if he later became a 
Christian? 

Paul In Philippi 
After all the craziness dies down, Paul leaves town (I 
wonder why) to travel a bit more. 

He winds up in Philippi, where he celebrates 
Passover with his travelling buddies. 

One day, Paul is discussing stuff with his companions 
and keeps going on until midnight. A guy named 
Eutychus dozes off during his speech and falls out a 
third-story window. The moral of the story: don't fall 
asleep when Paul is talking. 

Everyone thinks Eutychus has bit the bullet, but when 
Paul goes down to check out the body, he tells 
everyone not to worry. He's not dead yet! 

Then Paul goes back upstairs and keeps talking until 
the sun comes up. Everyone else wisely moves away 
from the open windows! 

 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/philippi.htm
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This Is The End 
Paul leaves town. On his way to Jerusalem, he meets 
with the church elders in Ephesus.  

He tells them that he has faithfully served God (even 
when times got tough). Now he's on his way to 
Jerusalem and the Ephesian Christians will never see 
him again. (Jerusalem can be a tough crowd.) 

He tells them to “stay strong” after he's gone, 
remember everything he taught them about Jesus, 
and not to let anyone tell them otherwise. 

Paul explains that he never took charity and always 
supported himself because he could. He quotes 
Jesus' words, "It is more blessed to give than to 
receive." 

Naturally, this speech bums everyone out. They're all 
crying because they're never gonna see Paul again. 
Tissues all around! 

Paul In Caesarea 
Paul gets on a ship and starts the journey toward 
Jerusalem. Bon voyage! 

The group stops in a bunch of ports and are well-
received by various Christians before arriving in 
Caesarea. 
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Upon arrival, Paul meets with Philip (who was one of 
the seven that was appointed by the apostles way 
back in Chapter 6 of Acts.) 

At Philip's house, a local prophet named Agabus tells 
Paul that he will be imprisoned and turned over to the 
Gentiles. 

All Paul's friends hear this and beg Paul not to go to 
Jerusalem. 

No way, Paul tells them. He's ready to die if that's 
what God needs him to do.   Well, in that case, go 
ahead, they tell him. So, he goes… 

Paul In Jerusalem 
When Paul sets foot in Jerusalem, everyone is “pretty 
psyched” to see him.  Although not everyone.  He has 
almost single handedly made the church Gentile 
Christian.  What started out being Jewish Christian 
has for all intents and purposes become Gentile 
Christian. 

The day after he arrives, Paul heads over to visit with 
James (the brother of Jesus) and the rest of the 
church elders. 

He gives them a full account of all the awesome 
things he's done for the Gentiles in the name of 
Jesus. Everyone is thrilled.  Well almost everyone! 
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Not so fast. They group tells Paul that they have lots 
of faithful Jewish-Christians right here in Jerusalem. 
Jewish-Christians who really like their Jewish roots. 

Word has reached them that Paul's been telling his 
Jewish converts that they don't have to worry about 
the laws of Moses anymore.  

He says they shouldn't circumcise their children or 
obey Jewish customs. What the heck, Paul? 

These folks are gonna find out that Paul's in town 
and, the elders warn him, once they do all holy heck 
is gonna break lose. 

James and the elders give Paul some advice: he 
should go with four other men who are about to 
undergo a Jewish ritual to purify themselves. Not only 
should Paul join them, but he should pay their 
expenses.  Was this to a hot tub? 

Paul agrees. What other choice does he have? 

Paul Makes People Angry 
When the ritual is almost over (it takes seven days to 
complete), the non-Jewish-Christians in town see him 
in the temple and completely freak out! 

They grab Paul and tell everyone that he's been 
teaching "everyone everywhere" that Jewish law 
stinks. They also (wrongly) assume that he has—
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horror of horrors—taken a Gentile into the temple. It's 
a pretty big no-no. 

The Jewish naysayers are all attacking Paul when a 
group of soldiers comes along and stops them from 
beating him up. They also arrest Paul, but hey, it's 
better than a beating by an angry mob. 

The soldiers are trying to figure out what Paul did, but 
the whole crowd is in chaos. The men lead Paul away 
while the mob is still trying to get at him. 

• Before putting him in prison, Paul asks the soldiers if 
he can address the people. This is probably not a 
good idea… But they tell him to have at it and then 
(we're guessing) sit back to watch Paul get torn apart.  
Yep Paul sure knows how to fire up a crowd.  But with 
Paul, you can never tell which way it is going to go! 

 

Hi, My Name Is Paul! 

Paul wears a name tag!) 

Paul addresses the crowd in Hebrew (which makes 
their ears perk up a little) and tells them his life story. 
This better be good. 
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He is a Jew who was born in Tarsus and brought up 
in a good Jewish home where he learned respect for 
Jewish law and customs. He's a real mensch. 

He tells them how he persecuted Christians himself 
(who doesn't love a little persecution) until he saw a 
light that blinded him on the road to Damascus and 
heard the voice of Jesus himself. Impressed yet, 
everyone? 

Then he explains that Ananias restored his sight and 
encouraged him to be baptized. God himself warned 
Paul that the people in Jerusalem weren't gonna take 
to kindly to the new and improved him, so he sent him 
to the Gentiles. 

Flog Him! 
When the people hear this, they “freak out” and start 
screaming that Paul should be killed. The soldiers 
decide to take Paul aside and “flog him.” 

But before they can start, Paul points out that he was 
born a Roman citizen and it's not exactly legal for 
them to “flog him.” 

The Romans are “all freaked out” by this. If Paul was 
born a Roman citizen, then tying him up to flog him is 
a big no-no.  

They release him and order him to appear before the 
Jewish high priests and council. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mensch
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The Trial Before The 
Council 

Paul tells the Jewish council that he's always lived a 
good life and that's he's totally right with God. 

The high priest, Ananias, orders some of the others to 
punch Paul in the mouth. And they do it. What a 
bunch of followers!  It is just a bloody mouth.  He 
didn’t get any teeth knocked out or anything. 

Paul gets angry and calls the high priest a 
"whitewashed wall." Burn! He also points out that it's 
against Jewish law to hit him. Check and mate. 

But the council tells Paul that he has no right to insult 
the high priest and then Paul does a 180, agrees with 
them, and apologizes.  

Hmmm. That apology might be a first for Paul. 

Paul tells them that he himself is a Pharisee and that 
he's there because of the things he's been teaching 
about Jesus and the resurrection of the dead. That's 
sort of right. 

A fight breaks out between the Pharisees and 
Sadducees who both have different views about the 
resurrection of the dead. No one can agree on 
anything apparently in this story. Go figure. 
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The Pharisees take Paul's side for a bit (good work, 
Paul), but things start to get “out of control” and the 
Romans remove Paul from the room and take him 
back to prison. Darn. Just when he was making some 
headway 

Paul Is Saved 
That night, Paul hears God tell him that things are 
gonna be fine!  Calm down!  Paul's going on a trip to 
Rome soon to talk up Jesus. A free trip to Rome? 
Score!  He’s really chocked up a bunch of free 
traveler miles…this guy could actually sail around the 
world for free. 

Meanwhile, about forty of the Jews on the council 
agree that they're gonna kill Paul (and they won't eat 
or drink until they achieve their goal). They arrange to 
have him brought back to the council so they can 
unleash their secret plan to attack and murder him. 
It's getting really “sinister” up in here. 

Somehow, Paul's nephew hears all about this and 
manages to find the Roman tribune in charge of 
Paul's case, Claudius Lysias, and warn him about the 
plot against Paul's life. 

Claudius Lysias has his soldiers take Paul to 
Caesarea to appear in front of the governor there 
(named Felix). He also sends a nice long letter 
explaining the whole crazy situation. How polite.  

http://www.livius.org/am-ao/antonius/antonius_felix.html
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The governor meets with Paul and tells him that he'll 
arrange a hearing when the Jews from Jerusalem 
arrive to accuse him of something. Let's not hold our 
breath. 

Paul's Trial In Caesarea 
Five days later, the high priest Ananias, some of the 
council elders, and a lawyer named Tertullus come up 
to Caesarea. 

When the hearing begins, Tertullus accuses Paul of 
being “an outside agitator”  (which is basically true) 
who has come in and said “blasphemous and profane 
things” in the temple. That's serious business!  Better 
be careful Paul, this is not looking good, and could go 
South at any time. 

Paul defends himself to the governor. This better be 
good. 

He tells the governor that no one in the temple saw 
him arguing or teaching about Jesus (it's true—he 
was just there performing his fancy ritual). In other 
words, the charges against him are “straight-up lies.” 

Paul admits that he is a follower of Jesus, but he's 
also a Jew who believes in God and the authority of 
Jewish law and the prophets and all that good stuff. 
Jesus is just the natural continuation of all this. 
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Paul explains that when he was in the temple just 
minding his own business and not upsetting anyone, 
some Jews from Asia came along and had him 
arrested. Basically, this “whole shebang” is “bogus.” 

Felix Wastes Paul's Time 
The governor, Felix, actually knows quite a bit about 
Jesus, so he tells Paul he'll decide what's going to 
happen when Claudius Lysias stops by. He also gives 
Paul some freedom in jail because, apparently, he's 
cool like that. 

A few days later, Felix and his wife Drusilla (who 
happens to be Jewish) send for Paul and ask him to 
tell them a little more about this Jesus fellow. Paul 
obliges. Jesus is his favorite subject after all!  (Next to 
talking about himself, that is…) 

Over the course of two years, Felix keeps Paul in jail, 
but keeps talking to him every once in a while about 
Jesus. Felix isn't very convinced. In fact, he thinks 
that one of these days Paul will offer him a bribe to 
get out of jail. But Paul never does. He's so honest. 

When Felix retires and a new governor, Porcius 
Festus, takes over, Paul is still locked up. 

 

http://jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/6100-festus-porcius
http://jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/6100-festus-porcius
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Festus Takes The Reins 
As soon as Festus takes charge, he makes a little trip 
to Jerusalem. The Jewish authorities there chew his 
ear off about Paul. 

The religious authorities want Paul transferred back to 
Jerusalem (where they can finish up their 
murder/death/kill plot). We're guessing they gave up 
on the whole not-eating-until-Paul-is-dead 
thing…otherwise, they would be dead themselves, 
which they are not.  So much for a hunger strike, hey? 

But Festus is all like, “No, come to Caesarea and we'll 
totally do a trial.” Dude, we just did that two years 
ago. Roman bureaucracy is the worst. 

About a week and a half later, everyone is back in 
Caesarea and it's trial time. 

The Jewish guys from Jerusalem say a bunch of 
completely untrue stuff about Paul. Typical.  Fake 
News! 

Then it's Paul's turn. His defense: not guilty. 

Festus says that since it sounds like they're all 
disputing over “Jewish religious stuff,” maybe Paul 
should just head down to Jerusalem and face trial 
there (maybe then the council members can kill Paul 
and Festus can cross one thing off his to-do list). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGGDzEWvGRY
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But Paul says he's “appealing to the emperor's 
tribunal in Rome.” Darn. He's headed up to the 
highest court in the land. He hasn't done anything 
wrong to the Jewish people, so why should they try 
him? To the emperor it is! 

Several days later, King Agrippa and his sister, 
Bernice, come into town and stop by Festus's house.  

Festus discusses the case with Agrippa, who decides 
he wants to meet this Paul guy. Maybe they can 
figure out something intelligent to tell the emperor 
about him.  

Two heads are better than one. 

Paul Before King Agrippa 
When King Agrippa tells Paul to go ahead and talk, he 
does. Oh, he does…on and on and on he talks… 

Paul starts by sucking up to Agrippa a bit (not a bad 
idea). The king knows about Jewish customs and he 
should know that Paul has lived a good Jewish life. 
He even persecuted Christians for their crazy, wacky 
beliefs. Oh, Paul. 

Everything changed one day when he was on his way 
to Damascus and… well, you know the rest of that 
story. 

http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodians/julius_m_agrippa_ii.html
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After his conversion, Paul explains that he roamed all 
over the place spreading the “good word” about 
Jesus.  

That's why the Jewish authorities had him arrested 
even though he didn't even do anything wrong. He's 
only been talking about Jesus this whole time. The 
same Jesus who Jewish prophets and scripture 
predicted would come. So what's so terrible and anti-
Jewish about that? 

Don't You Want To 
Convert? 

Festus tells Paul that he sounds “nuttier than a 
fruitcake.” lol 

But Paul says he's not mental, and he asks King 
Agrippa if he believes in the Jewish prophets. 

Geez, trying to convert me to Christianity already? 
Agrippa asks. At least buy a guy a drink first, Paul. 

Paul says that he hopes everyone will come to 
believe in Jesus and to be like him—um, except for 
the chains he's wearing right now.  

Those people could do without.  Paul wasn’t really 
very successful this time around! 
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Agrippa has heard enough. When he leaves with 
Festus, he tells him that he can see Paul hasn't done 
anything wrong. Too bad he had to go and appeal to 
the emperor. Otherwise they could have let him go 
free today. Major bummer.  Dumb Paul. Open Mouth 
insert both feet! 

 
On The Road To Rome 

Paul sets sails for Rome. Bon voyage! 

He is put on a ship with other prisoners headed for 
Italy, but the journey isn't quick or easy. When the 
ship docks in Crete for a bit, Paul warns them not to 
go onto the island. For some odd reason, the soldiers 
and sailors don't listen to the criminal in their midst.  
Paul was right and holy hell breaks out.  They shudda 
listened to Paul. 

 
 
 

http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/greek_islands/crete
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Sit Down, You're Rocking 
The Boat 

Once they set sail the winds pick up and things are 
not looking good. It's a northeaster and it rocks the 
ship around for days. Food and supplies run short. 
Everyone thinks they're gonna die. Stuff gets thrown 
overboard. 

Um, I told you so, Paul says. He explains that he saw 
a vision all about this. The good news is they're all 
gonna make it in one piece to Rome. The bad news is 
the ship is not.  Bend over and kiss your ship 
goodbye! 

After fourteen days of storm and terror, the sailors 
think they might be near land, so some of them lower 
boats to escape the ship. 

Paul lets everyone know that if people leave the ship 
it's not going to go well. He reminds everyone about 
his vision. The whole vision said that everyone 
survives but it is kind of contingent on nobody jumping 
ship. The men come back and all is well. 

As the sun is coming up, Paul offers everyone bread 
and wine. Apparently no one has eaten for fourteen 
days because they've been busy freaking out at sea. 
He breaks bread and gives thanks to God and then 
passes it out to everyone. 



P a g e  | 105 
 

The whole ship (all 276 people on board) start to feel 
better.  Something in that bread, went straight to my 
head!  And the wine, oh my gawd, the best ever. 

 
Land, Ho! 

Finally, the ship comes near land, hits a huge reef, 
and start to break apart. It's like Titanic, but without 
the iceberg… and with way fewer lifeboats. 

The soldiers on the ship want to kill all the prisoners 
so they can't escape and run off once they reach land. 
But the soldier who's in charge of Paul stops them. 
He's taken a bit of a liking to Paul during this whole 
crazy journey.  I even think he was believing in Paul’s 
vision. 

The head solider tells everyone to jump overboard 
and swim for land. Everyone makes it safely off the 
ship and Paul's vision totally comes true. 
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Paul In Malta 
Turns out they shipwrecked on Malta. Luckily, all the 
native people are really nice to them and welcome 
everyone. Awww. 

The first night, Paul and company are sitting around a 
fire with some of the folks from Malta when a viper 
jumps out and bites Paul's hand. Freaky. Looks like 
Paul is dead now for sure. That is a poisonous viper.  
One taste and you’re a gonner. 

But you know Paul. He just shakes the viper off into 
the fire. No biggie. The Maltese are amazed that he 
hasn't dropped dead yet. They think that Paul might 
be a god or something. We've heard that before.  Paul 
liked telling this part of the story…I think! 

A while later, Paul heals a man who's sick with 
dysentery. After the Maltese people see this, they 
flock to Paul to get all kinds of cures. 

Paul becomes the go-to guy on Malta! 

Three months later, when they get a new ship to sail 
on, the Maltese give Paul and his friends some food 
and supplies for the journey.  

Maltese people are good people.  Some even 
converted! 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/st-pauls-bay-malta.htm
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After making a few more stops (and converting some 
more folks along the way), Paul and his company 
finally arrive in Rome. 

When In Rome 
The Roman Christians come out to greet Paul and, 
even though he's still a prisoner, Paul is allowed to 
live by himself there (well, along with the solider that's 
been guarding him). 

Three days after arriving in Rome, Paul decides to 
meet with the Jewish leaders in town and tell his 
story. He says he's been wrongly accused by their 
fellow Jews and sent to Rome to stand trail. 

The Jews in Rome have never heard anything bad 
about him, so they're open to listening to whatever he 
has to say. That's when Paul is at his most awesome. 

He sets up a time to meet at his home (What? No 
synagogue?) with a bunch of the Jews in town, and 
he tells them what he knows about Jesus. 

Some folks believe him and some think he's off his 
rocker (as per usual). 

Before they leave, Paul quotes Isaiah 6:9-10. He tells 
them that God knew they wouldn't believe all the good 
things he had to tell them.  
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Now the message has to go to the Gentiles. They're 
the ones who are gonna listen. Snap. 

Paul lives in Rome for two more years and continues 
to preach and teach about Jesus. No one can stop 
him. And… now we're finally done with this part. 
Whew! 

But I do have a PS. 

PS.  Guess who also lived in Rome?  Peter.  The two 
of them never really got along well.  Ironic that they 
would both end up in the same city.  It was here in 
Rome that Peter, was lifted up as the Bishop of Rome 
or of being the first pope. 

Imagine, these two old war horses living in the same 
city, both teaching, both preaching – but the two of 
them, Paul and Peter having relatively little in 
common. 

They were both believed to be martyred on the same 
date.  That’s why to this very day, Peter and Paul are 
celebrated together in death, but not in life. 

Sad, really…but between the two of them, the church 
grew and prospered and expanded. 
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Corinthians: How It All Goes Down 
 

The First Letter: 1 Corinthians 
Paul is psyched to be writing to his friends in Corinth 
again.  
See, he founded the church there, so he's kind of like their 
“main apostle”...their “main man!”  Paul is there go-to guy! 
 Even though there have been some “rumblings about his 
credentials,” Paul assures everyone that's he's “ironclad.” 
He is, after all, the one and only, Paul of Tarsus!  There is 
no other.  He is the”man.” 
He and God are so on the same page. 
He may not be the fanciest apostle out there, but he's 
devoted his life to Jesus and that should be good enough 
for everyone. Take that, all you naysayers! 
Paul's just a tiny bit concerned about some of the rumors 
he's been hearing.  
The Corinthians just are not getting along. They are not 
getting along at all.  The church (that he started) is now 
completely divided.  The two halves of the church aren’t 
even speaking to one another.  This is a great Christian 
witness!  There is dislike and hatred in the church. 

https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-9-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-8-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-11-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-10-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-7-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-4-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-3-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-6-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-5-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-12-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/questions.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/in-practice.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/table-of-contents.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/resources.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/literary-devices.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/themes.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-13-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/figures.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/quotes.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-2-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-5-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-4-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-7-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-6-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-3-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-2-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-1-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-8-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-15-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-14-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/2-chapter-1-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-16-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-13-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-10-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-9-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-12-summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/corinthians/1-chapter-11-summary.html


P a g e  | 110 
 

So much for love your neighbor as yourself!  Shame on 
them, those silly Corinthians. 
Paul is hoping that a letter will take care of it.  If, he has to 
come their again (in person) they had better watch out! 
So he answers some of their specific questions. Yes, it's 
fine to get married, though it's way better to stay single. 
But by all means, if you can't keep it in your pants, then 
take a walk down that aisle. Should you be eating meat 
that's been sacrificed to Roman gods? No, probably not. 
Sorry, meat lovers.  Try a salad! 
Apparently, the Corinthians were getting a reputation for 
lusting and swiping the meat offered to idols.  Is that really 
how the church in Corinth wants to be known?  C’mon 
guys, give me a break, stop the lusting and try some 
sushi!  
He also offers them some unsolicited advice (in true 
Pauline fashion). Ladies, keep your heads covered in 
church. Huh? Yep that was pure-Paul.  He has some 
pretty definite feelings about women.  No wonder he 
wasn’t married!  Some even joked:  no woman in her right 
mind would have him or want to put up with him! 
Everyone, you are not doing communion right.  
Do it the way I showed you.  Don’t make it up as you go. 
Let's review the proper procedures here and stop being 
selfish.  
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And guys, there are all kinds of different spiritual gifts that 
people can have, but let's not overwhelm each other with 
all kinds of showing off.  
There are different kinds of gifts but the same Spirit. There 
are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 
  
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its 
various forms. 
  
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us. 
 
Although opinions differ on the actual number of spiritual 
gifts, God's Word clearly indicates a variety of gifts. You 
will find twenty different Greek words used for the gifts 
listed in the key passages on spiritual gifting.  
 
Some of these gifts you will recognize, others, maybe not! 
 
Exhortation…giving……leadership…mercy…prophecy…s
ervice…teaching…administration…apostle…discern-
ment…faith…healings…helping…knowledge…the 
interpretation of tongues…tongues…preaching and  
wisdom…being a pastor…others would add even more 
to this ever growing list! 
  

https://mintools.com/gifts3.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
https://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
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I would add giving a ride, sending a card, making a phone 
call, feeding food, being a deacon or a deaconess, serving 
on a parish council, working with a synod, being a bishop, 
being president of a congregation…taking the church dog 
for a run…hehehe 
But no, Paul had his own ideas…and he told them:  The 
greatest gift, after all, is love. Oh, we're not saving that one 
for our wedding day...we are supposed to start loving 
everyone right now, today… 
And you perverts over there, stop thinking dirty, we are 
talking about “agape love,” not “eros” and not brotherly 
love which is philia…instead, love them, like God himself 
loves them… 
Paul closes with some harsh words for those who don't 
believe in the resurrection of the body and hints that the 
Corinthians really should think about putting money 
together for the fund he's starting for the church in 
Jerusalem.  
Okay, LYLAS! TTYL!  (That is email chatter, LYLAS 
means love you like a sister or like a brother, TTYL is talk 
to you later.)  Paul was just signing off on his email! 

The Second Letter: 2 Corinthians: Chapters 1-9 
Hey, yo, it’s me’ - Paul again.   Listen up! 
 Okay, it seems some stuff has gone down in between 
letters.  
See, Paul visited Corinth and it did not go well at all.  
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You can’t just show up like a boss and then take off.  
Dude, you aint here, you don’t know what we are going 
through.  A little respect my man.  Let us deal.  You back 
off, Jack.  Did anyone ask you to come?  I thought not! 
But the good news is everything's been all patched up- by 
the time that he leaves, well kinda... 
But even though things are good, there are still some 
naysayers in Corinth.  
These “false prophets” have been spreading rumors about 
Paul.  
He aint all that. 
Who does he think he is? 
He aint holy! 
He aint no Jesus! 
Who does he think he is! 
Not cool.  
I heard… 
And I heard… 
Is it true that he… 
None of what they were saying was even close to being 
true, but you know how we are…it did not stop anyone 
from saying anything…  
These guys just brag about themselves all day, but Paul 
doesn't roll like that. He's not gonna sit here and tell you 
all the amazing things he's done. He knows that real 
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apostles aren't super fancy and powerful; they're weak 
and they suffer for the gospel. Sounds like a tough gig! 
And then, he goes on and on and on about being tortured, 
almost beheaded, hated, lied about, beaten, robbed, 
bamboo shoots under his finger nails…  
But seriously though, since everything has been patched 
up, how about getting together that collection money for 
the folks in Jerusalem? Okay, guys? When you give, you 
get—know what Paul's saying? Catch you later! 
C’mon you can do this…just a few thousand…come on, 
now, you’ve got it, open those wallets, write those 
checks…let the moths out…you guys don’t want to be as 
tight as those Galatians do you?  They are so tight, they 
squeeze the buffalo until it… 
Yep the church has always asked for money and it started 
way back here… 
So starting in the first century, people started complaining 
all the church wants is your money, every time you go, 
they have their hands out!  Gimme, gimme, gimme… 
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The Third Letter: 2 
Corinthians: Chapters 10-

13 
All right, so things are kind of bad and Paul is pretty ticked 
off right now.  
This is not good!  Again! 
It seems the “false apostles” are more active than ever. 
We have other names for them, today.  They're constantly 
criticizing Paul, saying that he writes a good letter, but in 
person, he's hugely disappointing. So, what does Paul do? 
He writes a letter! 
Of course he does!  It is what Paul does best! 
Now a “real apostle” never brags, but Paul is going to 
have to do it.  Trust me, it pains him to do so, but he feels 
compelled to do it.  Maybe, perhaps, the Spirit even 
commanded it. 
He's being forced to defend himself.  
Do you know what he's suffered for the gospel? He's been 
arrested, beaten, tortured, starved, and near death tons of 
times.  
These “false apostles” see visions? Paul's seen bigger 
visions, better visions, stellar visions, bigly visions too! 
One time, he saw Paradise, but does he go on and on 
about this all day? No, not Paul! 
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Paul goes on to tell the Corinthians that he won't take 
money from them (even though he's entitled to support 
from them since he's their apostle).  LOL. 
He's also pretty adamant that he's not stealing money 
from the Jerusalem collection.   How could you ever 
possibly blame me?  Do I have sticky fingers?  Keep your 
ten dollar bill. 
Paul closes the whole letter by urging the Corinthians to 
make things right with him.  
He'll be visiting the city for a third time pretty soon and he 
will not suffer fools when he gets there.  
Now, just imagine Paul dropping an imaginary microphone 
and we're done. 
Paul out! 
Peace! 
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The Thessalonians 
The Thessalonians get quite a bit of screen time in the 
Bible, but just who were they?  
And why all the letters to their little neck of the woods? 

A Town Called Thessalonica 
The folks Paul is writing to lived in a first-century city 
called Thessalonica, which was located in the Northern 
Greek region of Macedonia.  
The city was founded in 316 BCE and taken over by the 
Romans in 41 BCE (because taking over things was 
Rome's favorite thing to do.)  It was what they were good 
at!  When it came to “smash and grab” – Rome got an A+. 
Thessalonica was significant economically because it was 
located right on the water and was also a major stop on a 
road running between the Adriatic Sea and the Black Sea 
Talk about your trade routes!  Talk about your NGP.  Talk 
about your need for leveling the playing field.  Talk about 
the need for tariffs.  Yup. They (the Thessalonians) were 
kind of a big deal. They were major importers and 
exporters. 
As far as religion goes, ancient Thessalonians mostly 
worshipped various Greek, Roman, and Egyptian gods.  
They were all over the place.  Heathens!  Pagans!  
Gentiles!  Uncouth!  But no judgment here! 

https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/literary-devices.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/silvanus.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/timothy.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/in-practice.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/table-of-contents.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/resources.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/questions.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/man-of-sin.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/themes.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/summary.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/quotes.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/thessalonians.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/paul.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/figures.html
http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica.htm
http://www.enterthebible.org/media/maps/source/NT7_1cAegean.jpg
https://www.shmoop.com/mythology/
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Paul says that the group he's writing to "turned to God 
from idols" (1 Thessalonians 1:9), which means they were 
probably Gentiles who loved them some “idol worship.” 
They even liked American Idol.  Even with the “new 
judges” being center stage! 
The “new judges” included:  Mariah Carey, Nicki Minaj and 
Keith Urban who joined veteran judge - Randy Jackson as 
it returned returns for its 12th season…now going into an 
“amazing 13th season!”  
The format of the show remained the same: Following the 
occasionally difficult-to-watch “regional auditions,” the 
“chosen contestants” make it through to the Hollywood 
round, which is the step before advancing to the semifinals 
and ultimately the final, during which the contestants 
perform on stage in front of a live audience.  
In a new twist this time, the semifinals are held in the 
entertainment mecca that is Las Vegas. Hosting the 
competition - as he has since the beginning - is Ryan 
Seacrest…of the radio fame and of Live With Kelly and 
Ryan fame. 
The Thessalonians said that they really missed Paula 
Abdul and Simon Cowell who was also known as Mr. 
Nasty!  But 84% of them approved of the Idol. 
Well Paul single-handedly saw that they had all turned 
from their “idol worship.”  So they all switched to 
Roseanne and of course, as we know, that too, ended 
badly for them!  Sometimes you can’t catch a break! 
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There was also a small Jewish community in town, but it 
doesn't seem like Paul ended up winning many converts 
there since he doesn't include any Jewish “shout outs” in 
the letter.  
When you cannot get the Jews to join, then go for the 
Gentiles!  That was his motto.  Sometimes, you just have 
to “move on down the road.” 
Acts of the Apostles actually mentions what goes down 
when Paul visits the Thessalonians for the first time, but it 
doesn't totally jive with his letter.   That happens.  There 
are different perspectives.  We get that! 
As Luke tells it, Paul strolls into town and manages to win 
over some Jewish converts in the synagogue along with 
"many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading 
women" (Acts 17:4).  
Naturally, Paul ticks off everyone else and so "some 
ruffians" form an angry mob and try to hunt him down. 
He's able to skip town before they string him up, but the 
townspeople's main gripe seems to be that Paul is "turning 
the world upside down" and "saying there is another king 
named Jesus" (Acts 17:6-7).  
Oh, the emperor will not be pleased.  So Paul flees and 
hits the road again! 
So what else do we know about the Thessalonians from 
Paul's letters?  Well...let’s start off with ... 

They're Working Stiffs...kind of like us! 

https://www.shmoop.com/acts-of-the-apostles/
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Some scholars think that because Paul talks up his own 
hard work a ton (1 Thessalonians 2:9), that means the 
community was also made up of mostly poor laborers. 
Think about it.  
Do you think he'd be bragging about his day job as a 
tentmaker to a bunch of aristocrats? We think not.  
He also doesn't name drop any important Christians in the 
community (like he does in other letters), which might 
mean that no one was enough of a social big wig to get a 
“shout out.”  
These guys are working class stiffs all the way.  

They're Paul's BFFs, you know, best friends forever. 
So they're hard workers like Paul, right? Well, that's not 
the only reason Paul loves them bunches.  
• "We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention 
you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness." (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3) 
 
• "You became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia." (1 Thessalonians 1:6) 
 
• "For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before 
our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? Yes, you are 
our glory and joy!" (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20) 
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Paul not only loves them a ton; he also sees them as 
“super special snowflakes” who have been chosen by God 
for salvation: 
• "For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that 
he has chosen you." (1 Thessalonians 1:4) 
  
• "God chose you as the first fruits for “salvation” through 
“sanctification” by the Spirit and through belief in the truth." 
(2 Thessalonians 2:13) 
 
Paul likes writing about “salvation and sanctification” and 
he obviously knew exactly what he meant by dropping 
those fifty cent theological terms, we are just not sure that 
anyone else understood them as Paul did! 
C’mon dude, stop speaking in tongues... 
Even though that brings up a whole other set of 
“theological brain twisters” (like why hasn't God elected 
the rest of the people in town for salvation?), they're 
clearly part of a “super select group.”  They were “special.” 
Why does Paul have so much love for these guys? Well, 
they seem to be model Christians.  
Even though he mentions that he'd like to come see them 
and "restore whatever is lacking in [their] faith" (1 
Thessalonians 3:9), whenever he gives them instructions 
on what to do, he lets them know how awesome they've 
already been doing: 
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• "We ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that, as you 
learned from us how you ought to live and to please God 
(as, in fact, you are doing), you should do so more and 
more." (1 Thessalonians 4:1) 
 
• "You do not need to have anyone write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love one another; 
and indeed you do love all the brothers and sisters 
throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so 
more and more." (1 Thessalonians 4:9-10) 
 
• "Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and 
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 
For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night[…] But you, beloved, are 
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief." (1 
Thessalonians 5:1-2, 4) 
 
• "Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing." (1 Thessalonians 5:11) 
Paul is actually kind of syrupy when it comes to the people 
in Thessalonica. 
Paul is actually kind of weirdly passive-aggressive like this 
when it comes to the Thessalonians. No one needs to 
write to them…yet here he is.  
Obviously, there's some reason he needs to mention 
these things.  
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Maybe not everyone in the community is toeing the line? 
That could very well be the case. But Paul never lets on 
that there's any issue. Sure, the Thessalonians are good, 
but no one's perfect. 
Paul's also got a soft spot in his heart for them because of 
all they've been going through for Jesus.  
See, the other non-Christian folks in Thessalonica weren't 
too tickled that there were some people who refused to 
pay homage to the locals gods.  
The Thessalonian Christians were getting some major 
backlash for their beliefs: 
• "You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite 
of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by 
the Holy Spirit." (1 Thessalonians 1:6) 
 
• "You suffered the same things from your own 
compatriots as they did from the Jews." (1 Thessalonians 
2:14) 
 
• "We sent Timothy[…] to strengthen and encourage you 
for the sake of your faith, so that no one would be shaken 
by these persecutions." (1 Thessalonians 3:2-3) 
 
• "We ourselves boast of you among the churches of God 
for your steadfastness and faith during all your 
persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring." (2 
Thessalonians 1:4) 
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• "This[…] is intended to make you worthy of the kingdom 
of God, for which you are also suffering. For it is indeed 
just of  God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 
and to give relief to the afflicted as well as to us." (2 
Thessalonians 1:5-7) 
Why all the persecution?  
Both Jews and Gentiles alike would not be pleased that 
these Christians were breaking off and creating their own 
religious identity.  
Idol worship was tied in with all kinds of important social, 
economic, and political rituals.  
Thessalonica needed people to pay homage to the gods in 
order to keep them on the city's side and to avoid any kind 
of bad stuff happening (you know, like natural disasters, 
crime, or economic collapse). 
Rejecting all that meant you would be socially ostracized 
or worse: stoned to death in the streets. 
Plus, I hate to say it, but idols, were big business.  You 
made them, sold them, bought and purchased them, they 
would have been taxes and you would have to sacrifice to 
them.  So it was a monetary thing.  Idols were even 
shipped and exchanged.  You can never have too many!  
And you definitely want to have the right ones! 
Yikes. 
This might be another reason why Paul's pleased as 
punch with these guys. Remember, he's just gotten back a 
great report from Timothy. Before that, he was "afraid that 
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somehow the tempter had tempted [them] and that [his] 
labor had been in vain" (1 Thessalonians 3:5). Now, he's 
just found out how much butt these guys are kicking in the 
face of tough times. You can't come down too hard on 
them, can you?  

They Don't Always Get It 
Paul does have to correct the Thessalonians on one issue.  
He's praised their faith (standing strong in the face of 
naysayers), their love (treating everyone über nice), but 
they're a little bit lacking in the hope department. 
“Hope”… as in a feeling of expectation and desire for 
a certain thing to happen...you know the old…   
 aspiration, desire, wish, expectation, ambition, aim,  
goal, plan, design, dream, daydream, pipe dream…or 
most importantly, a feeling of trust…deep trust, 
abiding trust. 

 
Come on, you know…faith, hope, and love. Where have 
we heard about those before?  Could it be words of good 
old- you know who? 
Some of the Thessalonians are a little bummed because 
they think that faithful Christians who died before Jesus 
comes back won't get to share in eternal life with him.  
Where they came up with that one, no one is quite sure, 
but come up with it they did.  So Paul feels it is up to him 
to make sure they straighten out their beliefs and fly right! 

http://www.biblelockscreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/1-corinthians-13-13-christian-iphone-wallpapers-backgrounds-bible-lock-screens.jpg
http://www.biblelockscreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/1-corinthians-13-13-christian-iphone-wallpapers-backgrounds-bible-lock-screens.jpg
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Paul's convinced that no one—not even dead people—get 
left behind: 
“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and 
sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.” (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-14) 
Even this doesn't refer to some horrible thing they've been 
doing or some crazy in-fighting. It's more like a 
misunderstanding.  A misunderstanding that Paul will not 
tolerate in one of his churches! 
Usually, when Paul is trying to settle squabbles like this, 
they're “way bigger” and “much more complex.”  This one 
was relatively easy.  Just tell them what to believe and 
done!   Thessalonica isn't perfect, but it's pretty darn close. 

They're Not Always 
Thessalonians... 

Since, most scholars don't think that Paul wrote 2 
Thessalonians, (OMG did you know that?  Or, did you 
assume that?) that means it probably wasn't sent to the 
“real Thessalonians,” either! 
Hmm, does mean to imply there were “fake 
Thessalonians” like the “fake news media” with their “fake 
news stories?” 
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Um, probably that is not what it means...but it was a nice 
tie-in-into- today!  Yay me!!!  This is now a “CURRENT” 
bible study!  Hehehehe...keepin’ it current!  Yeah! 
That means that the second letter to this group doesn't 
really tell us much about the “actual Christians” living in 
Thessalonica around 50 CE. 
But whoever the intended recipients of this letter were, 
they had a lot of the same issues as those mid-first 
century Christians.  
Persecution was following them around, too, for one.  
They also had a couple issues to sort out.  
In fact, this second letter parrots the first one pretty closely 
except for two sections. The author is concerned that 
some Christians think "that the day of the Lord is already 
here" (2 Thessalonians 2:2).  
He's also got some harsh words for anyone in the 
community who doesn't want to pull their own weight: 
“Keep away from believers who are living in idleness and 
not according to the tradition that they received from us[…] 
For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
command: Anyone “unwilling to work” should not eat[…]  
Take note of those who do not obey what we say in this 
letter; have nothing to do with them, so that they may be 
ashamed.” (2 Thessalonians 3:6, 10, 14) 
Yikes!  Now we have shaming...by ignoring...can 
excommunication be far away? 
It’s the old “us” and “them” – divide and conquer. 
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This is probably the most assertive either of these letters 
get…and this one wasn't even penned by Paul.  
We can kind of see why these "other Thessalonians" 
would start to feel this way, though. Christians are saying 
the world is going to end soon. 
So why bother getting up in the morning for work?  
But this anonymous author knows that Christians need to 
keep on keeping on. And as Paul said the first time, "let us 
not fall asleep as others do" (1 Thessalonians 5:6).  
Now that's some “authentic Pauline wisdom” you can take 
to the bank. 
So who wrote this second letter, if Paul did not?  Guess 
what, scholars do not know...and scholars are divided. 
If it is written in a different hand, with a different voice, 
using different sentence structure and language...it 
probably isn’t the same author. It is the old: if it looks like a 
duck, if it walks like a duck, if it quacks like a duck... 
This second letter was not written by Paul, but has been 
attributed to him.  It assured notoriety in the early church 
and also assured acceptance.  If I sign this as being 
written by Paul, will you accept it?  Nah, this study is pure 
me... 
I type this with my own little pinkies...so far, this much has 
all be written in one setting, I guess you could say, Paul 
inspires me...hehehehe 
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“The Man of Sin” 
Even this guy's name sounds like bad news. So who is 
he? And why is everyone so interested in his wicked 
ways?  Who is this?  And why am I bothering to spend 
time on this guy?  Have you ever heard of him before?  
Does he even sound remotely Pauline to you?  You have 
to read on… 
That was, as they say, just the proverbial carrot placed in 
front of the horse.  It was kind of like an appetizer! 

First Sighting 
The “Man of Sin” gets his one and only mention in the 
Bible in 2 Thessalonians.  Could this be another reason 
that they say, this is not Pauline?  What do you think? 
“Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not 
come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one 
is revealed, the one destined for destruction. He opposes 
and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
declaring himself to be God[…] And you know what is now 
restraining him, so that he may be revealed when his time 
comes. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work, 
but only until the one who now restrains it is removed… 
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 
Jesus will destroy with the breath of his mouth, 
annihilating him by the manifestation of his coming.” (2 
Thessalonians 2:3-4, 6-8) 
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This guy goes by different names depending on what 
translation of the Bible you're using. The New Revised 
Standard Version, which we just quoted, calls him "the 
lawless one." Catchy. But, the King James translation calls 
him "that man of sin," and that's the name that got the 
most traction.  He is called by many other names in other 
renditions of the scriptures.  Just after a quick look, I found 
the following translations of the same word: 

• The man of lawlessness 
• The Anti-christ 
• The perverse obstinate 
• The children of perdition 
• The Papacy 
• Nero 
• Caligula 
• The man doomed to destruction…and on and on it 

goes…it does make a difference which version of the 
scriptures you use!!! 

Let's Break Him Down 
The verse says that the “Man of Sin” is tied to the second 
coming of Jesus.   It is also used by some churches to talk 
about Christians who believe in “Rapture Theology.”  
Basically, Jesus won't come back until the "rebellion" 
starts and the “Man of Sin” is shown to be who he really 
is—a super sinful guy. 
"Rebellion" can also be translated "apostasy," which just 
means there will be a time when Christians start to turn 
away from their faith in Jesus.  
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So you know, those guys on TV are gonna hit up on this 
one, real quick.  Send in those dollars and checks or use 
your plastic or visit us online, we have representatives 
waiting…join the rapture crowd.  Show Jesus you are on 
his side.  Meet him in the sky… keep those gifts and tithes 
coming… 
Boy, are they gonna feel silly when Jesus descends from 
Heaven and starts laying down his wrath left and right.  
The author also tells us that the “Man of Sin” sets himself 
up in the place of God in the temple. Uh-oh, now who are 
we talking about? 
Might that be a high priest? 
Or how about…someone like… 
… like Antiochus IV Epiphanes, who tried to force the 
Jews to worship Zeus in the temple in Jerusalem (see 2 
Maccabees) or Caligula, who wanted to have statues of 
himself put up inside the temple. Those are big no-nos, 
guys! 
But every generation tries to decide for itself just who this 
is? 
Things aren't looking so good for the “lawless one.” 
Currently, the reason no one knows he exists (except for 
the author and the friends he's writing to) is that someone 
or something is holding him back.  
Is this that “secret knowledge thing” creeping into the 
scriptures?  If memory serves me correctly we are talking 
about Gnosticism.  Belief in special knowledge. 

http://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/Antiochus_IV_Epiphanes.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Maccabees+1&version=NRSV
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/caligula.shtml
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A knowledge that you do not possess. 
But guess what, I have the special knowledge. 
That makes me an “enlightened one” – you, not so much.  
Again, need I tell you…more of that divisive stuff again, 
“us” versus “them.”  I have special knowledge and you 
don’t! 
The author says that “the community knows” who this 
is…but do we? Is it God? Jesus? Or maybe even the 
Roman Empire itself? Whoever it is, soon that “restrainer” 
is going to fall by the wayside and everyone will 
understand just who this “big sinful dude is.” 
Ok, cant be Jesus, cant be God.  So tell me.  Who is it? 
Naturally, once everyone notices him in their midst, Jesus 
will come back (complete with angels and trumpets) and 
kill the Man of Sin "with the breath of his mouth." 
Um, my Jesus does not kill.  Isn’t that against God’s law? 
And who wrote this stuff, saying he would kill him with his 
breath? 
Has someone been to Colorado, lately? 
Did you find those special mushrooms? 
So what is going on here… 
Ok, you tell me this is Pauline.  Go ahead.  But I beg to 
differ.  
I can’t see Paul talking about…“heavenly halitosis.”  
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That image recalls the Hebrew Bible—"with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked" (Isaiah 11:4).  
Come on now! 
Pretty hardcore. 

Who Is This Dude? 
The short answer to this question is: we've got no clue. 
I like that. 
That sounds like the scholars that I read. 
Beware the Pastor who will tell you who it is. 
Beware the church who will tell you who it is. 
They will be making it up as they go… 
Is this guy a historical figure like the Roman Emperor? Is 
he some kind of supernatural entity like Satan? Or is he 
just a random "false prophet" spreading bad info about 
Jesus like the ones Mark warns against in his gospel 
(Mark 13:21-22)? 
In an effort to figure this guy out, some people have tied 
him to the Antichrist mentioned in the Epistles of John.  
Oh great, let’s bring John into the mix.  That will be helpful, 
said no one!  Lol  Sorry, just some more bias coming 
through. 
But that seems unlikely, since the author of those letters is 
calling out false prophets in his own community.  
How about one of the beasts in Revelation 13?  

https://www.shmoop.com/revelation-apocalypse/
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OMG, how funny how people like to turn to John for the 
answers… 
If it is weird.  If it is far out.  If we do not know the answer.  
Let’s turn to John. 
Smoke a little weed do ya? 
Again, those guys are probably symbolic representatives 
of Rome, and the author of 2 Thessalonians really isn't 
that political, so we doubt he's calling out the whole 
Empire. 
Maybe we should blame Obama. 
He is getting a lot of heat these days. 
He is out of office and can’t strike back. 
Or maybe it is a presidential spokesperson!  LOL  that’s 
how ridiculous this stuff gets…from time to time. 
Whoever he is, the author obviously thought the folks he 
was writing to would pick him out right away.  
 
It's sort of like a “secret code,” “secret knowledge,” 
“Gnostic beliefs,” he used to avoid naming names. ( 
 
Does that mean the “Man of Sin” could also be called “He 
Who Must Not Be Named?”)  
 
The community would have known who the “Man of Sin” 
was (and known he was “no good”), but two thousand 
years later, we just don't have any way to crack the code.  
 
Sorry! 

https://www.shmoop.com/harry-potter-sorcerers-stone/voldemort.html
https://www.shmoop.com/harry-potter-sorcerers-stone/voldemort.html
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TIMOTHY 
This dude is Paul's companion. A co-disciple. His bosom 
buddy…his friend…a bff, a fellow traveler, an evangelist, a 
preacher and a teacher, of sorts.  I bet he didn’t go to any 
“Normal School” or even have a 2 year Teaching degree.  
BS degrees did not exist yet.  Yep I remember those days.  
Admittedly, I am old.  Today it would be a Bachelor of 
Science in Primary or Secondary Education.  But you can 
probably kiss the WEA good-bye (Wisconsin Education 
Association) those days are going to be bygone days very 
soon!  As a matter of fact, all unions will be soon become 
ancient history. 
Timothy is mentioned several times throughout Paul's 
letters so it's clear that the two men had a “long working 
relationship.” 
Timothy was a favorite.  Others were not.  Paul chose his 
friends carefully.  Some he liked, others he parted ways 
with.  
Timothy and Paul first meet in Acts of the Apostles - 
chapter 16, where Timothy is called a "disciple" and Paul 
arranges for him to be circumcised. Nice!  Thanks Paul, I 
love you, too!  Well, that's a fine how-do-you-do.  I have 
heard of “blood brothers,” but this is ridiculous!  You meet 
a guy and the next thing you know, is that he wants “a 
pound of flesh.”  Well that’s what it seems like when you 
are a man, any ways...  Again with the circumcision talk!  
Those 8th and 9th graders are still red faced.  7th graders 

https://www.shmoop.com/acts-of-the-apostles/
https://www.shmoop.com/acts-of-the-apostles/
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do not know what circumcision is, yet!  They will learn!  
Then they too, will blush! 
And all of this talk is in the BIBLE! 
Throughout their lives, Paul probably functioned as kind of 
a mentor for Timothy. He sends him all around the Roman 
Empire visiting various churches. He praises Timothy 
repeatedly saying, "I have no one like him," and that the 
kid is "like a son" (Philippians 2:20, 22).  
Little Timmy even gets two books of the Bible named after 
him—The First and Second Epistles to Timothy.  
As far as we know, Timothy didn’t write them. 
And, of course, Paul probably didn't write either one. But 
it's still impressive, right?  Two books.  That’s two more 
Biblical books than any of us currently have. 
It has been suggested that the reason these two books 
made it into the canon is because of Timothy’s association 
with Paul.  Just the name of Paul or the mention of Paul 
opened up all kinds of doors.  The opposite is probably 
also true.  Mention Paul is some circles and the door could 
be slammed in your face! 
Timothy was a known personality.  Having his name on a 
writing probably automatically gave it some immediate 
credibility.  Everyone just assumed it had to be the real 
thing! 
In both letters to the Thessalonians, Timothy's name is 
“dropped” quite a bit.  
Timothy did this.  Timothy did that.  Timothy said… 



P a g e  | 137 
 

Paul sends Timothy to Thessalonica when Paul can't go 
back himself (1 Thessalonians 3:2). So, Timothy kind of 
acts as an emissary of sorts…   
“The kid” (sorry Adell) also appears as a kind of co-writer 
at the beginning of both Thessalonian epistles. When Paul 
refers to "we," he probably means himself, Timothy, and 
other “apostles” from his entourage.  
Even though…who are we kidding? Paul was really 
running that show.  Paul always ran the show.  You better 
believe it was Paul’s show and everyone else had better 
stay in the background until they are requested or ordered 
to come forward. 
Overall, Timothy is usually just hanging around to help 
Paul spread the message of Jesus around the Roman 
Empire.  
He teaches in Paul's absence (1 Thessalonians 3:2) and 
reports back to Paul on all the comings and going in the 
congregation (1 Thessalonians 3:6).  
Lucky for the Thessalonians, he has a good report. 
Timothy is not above ratting out a fellow Christian if that's 
what the “boss man” wants. 
 
 
 

SILVANUS 
Another one of Paul's cohorts, Silvanus, is hanging around 
in this letter, though he doesn't actually get to do much. 
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Perhaps Silvanus was like an “apostolic gopher.”  You 
know, Silvanus, go for this…Silvanus, go for 
that…Silvanus, go for it!!!  
Silvanus is named as one of the co-authors of this letter, 
which means the Thessalonians would have known him 
well.  How many friends of Paul does it take to write one 
simple letter?  Hmm, so far, we are up to at least three. 
Paul would have respected Silvanus enough to add his 
name to the top of the stationery. I don’t think it was quite 
like a law firm or anything, but I could easily see the 
names listed as:  Paul, Timothy and Silvanus, Limited, in 
that order!  Paul casually drops Silvanus's name in 2 
Corinthians 1:19, too—so obviously, this guy gets around.  
But who is he? 
Silvanus also appears pretty extensively in Acts of the 
Apostles, where he's better known by his Greek nickname 
“Silas.” 
Seriously, don’t you wish these guys just had one name 
and kept it?  Silas-Silvanus, Saul-Paul, Simon-Cephas-
Simon Peter-Peter, Levi-Matthew…and on and on it goes. 
In the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, Silvanus (Silas) 
and Paul have all kinds of “crazy adventures” starting in 
Acts 15, when Silas is hand-picked by the apostles in 
Jerusalem to join up with Paul's ministry in Antioch. They 
are just a couple of “wild and crazy guys!”  For Silas 
(Silvanus) it turned out to be a pretty sweet gig. They two 
guys travel all around the eastern half of the Roman 
Empire and Silas teaches, prophesizes (Acts 15:32), and 
even does time with Paul in the big house (Acts 16:19).  

https://www.shmoop.com/acts-of-the-apostles/
https://www.shmoop.com/acts-of-the-apostles/
http://www.bibleplaces.com/areag.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/antiochorontes.htm
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These guys were tight.  Tight and right! 
Today, Silvanus is celebrated as a saint in the Roman 
Catholic, Episcopal, and Lutheran churches.  
There's even some ancient Christian writings attributed to 
him called "The Teachings of Silvanus".  
Sadly, the pupil did not overtake the master and Silvanus's 
thoughts never made it to the big show in the Bible.  
Better luck next time, guy.  Keep on trying… 
 

1-2 THESSALONIANS 
ANALYSIS 

 

Literary Devices in 1-2 Thessalonians 
The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians are 
exactly what they say they are: epistles… That's just a 
fancy word meaning letters. So essentially, we're sorting 
through some really old mail... 

Some might even say it is junk mail, but I ain’t going there!  
Oops!  I already did!  Shucky darn! 

The authors of Early Christian Writings didn't title their 
works. Maybe they thought that was a little too fancy.  

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=447
http://gnosis.org/naghamm/silvanus.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/genre.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/genre.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/genre.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/genre.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/title.html
https://www.shmoop.com/thessalonians/title.html
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An Overview 
Of the 

Pauline Writings! 
 

Approximately one third of the Early Christian Writings 
consist of letters, (or epistles,) written by the apostle Paul 
and addressed to the Christian churches of his day.  

Because these letters are older than any of the gospel 
accounts of the life of Jesus, they constitute the most 
reliable source that we have today for information 
concerning the early history of the Christian movement. 

With few exceptions, these letters were written in 
response to conditions that existed in the particular 
churches with which Paul was associated.  

Not until sometime passed after Paul's death were these 
letters circulated among the churches and read along with 
the Hebrew Bible as a part of regular worship liturgies. Still 
later, they came to be regarded as “inspired writings” 
comparable to the sacred Scriptures of Judaism. 

To understand the contents of these letters, it is necessary 
to know something about the man who wrote them, as well 
as about the particular circumstances under which they 
were written.  
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Fortunately for us, considerable information along these 
lines is available within the letters themselves and can be 
supplemented by biographical accounts written by Luke, 
who was a companion of Paul, and included in the Book of 
Acts. 

Paul was a native of Tarsus, a city of considerable 
importance in the Greco-Roman world. He was a 
descendant of the Hebrew tribe of Benjamin and originally 
was named Saul, after Israel's first king. Raised in a 
Jewish home, he was taught the Hebrew Bible and 
brought up in strict accordance with the beliefs and 
practices of the Pharisaic sect. As he grew older, he was 
sent to the city of Jerusalem, where he studied under 
Gamaliel, one of the leading Jewish rabbis of that day. 
Later, he returned to Tarsus and probably attended the 
Greek university located in that city, although we have no 
direct information about this. 

A crucial turning point in Paul's career came after he 
returned to Jerusalem and began studies in preparation 
for becoming a rabbi.  

As a devoted and loyal Jew of the Pharisee sect, his 
attention was given primarily to a detailed analysis of the 
requirements set forth in the Mosaic Law. He became 
familiar not only with the Law itself but with the 
explanations and commentaries made by the leading 
rabbis of the Jewish faith. In harmony with one of the basic 
doctrines of Judaism, he believed that salvation could be 
obtained only by obedience to all of the laws that God had 
given to his people.  
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But as Paul pursued his studies, he became conscious of 
the fact that a mere knowledge concerning what one ought 
to do does not produce the desire to do it.  

Furthermore, he realized that desires give rise to actions, 
but the Law is unable to give one the desires that are 
necessary to meet its requirements. In fact, the situation is 
even worse than that, for the knowledge that one 
ought not to do certain things often acts as a stimulus 
creating the desire to do it.  

This conflict between duty and desire became an 
intolerable situation for Paul; because of it, he gave up his 
plans for becoming a rabbi.  

To compensate for his failure to carry out his original 
plans, he was anxious to find something of real merit that 
he might do, which he believed he found in the need for 
suppressing a new religious movement that he regarded 
as both dangerous and heretical — “The People of the 
Way”. 

This new religious movement was promulgated by a group 
of people who claimed to be followers of Jesus, a man 
who had been crucified but who, they now believed, had 
risen from the dead, ascended to heaven, and would 
return to earth in power and great glory.  

Putting an end to this movement was what Paul now 
devoted himself to with the utmost zeal. He hunted down 
the members of this group, had them committed to prison, 
and threatened them with death. But as he did so, he 
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could not help but be impressed by the way in which the 
Christ-ians met the persecutions inflicted upon them. 

The stoning of Stephen was one of these incidents. With 
perfect calm and an inner peace of mind, Stephen knelt 
down and prayed that those who were casting the stones 
might be forgiven. It was perfectly evident that these 
Christ-ians possessed that which Paul desired more than 
anything else: the peace of mind that comes with a clear 
conscience and a deep conviction that they are living in 
harmony with the will of God. Paul came to realize that 
there must be some connection between these persons' 
faith in Jesus and their manner of living.  

No doubt this conviction was growing upon him for some 
time, but the climactic turning point in his career came 
while he was journeying to Damascus. Convinced now 
that Jesus was a righteous man and that his death on the 
cross was not the just punishment of a criminal but rather 
that of a martyr who died for a noble cause, Paul was 
ready to give himself to that same cause, which was more 
alive than it had been before Jesus' crucifixion and which 
pointed the way to a salvation that could not be achieved 
by obedience to a set of laws that were contrary to human 
desires. 

Paul's decision to cast his lot with the members of the 
“Way” community did not make him a missionary all at 
once, for about fourteen years passed before his work as 
a leader in the movement received any general 
recognition. During this time, Paul had ample opportunity 
to rethink his religious conceptions, systematize his 



P a g e  | 144 
 

understanding of the meaning of Jesus' career on earth, 
and formulate plans for spreading “The Way” throughout 
the world. Eventually, he was invited by Barnabas to come 
to the church at Antioch and assist in the work being done 
there. After serving this church for a brief period, Paul 
began a series of missionary journeys to spread the news 
of salvation offered through Jesus' physical death. While 
engaged in these missionary activities, he wrote the letters 
that are preserved in the Early Christian Writings. 

The occasion for this letter was a controversy that 
developed among the churches in Galatia, and especially 
the one in Antioch, concerning the matter of requiring 
Gentile Christ-ians to obey the Mosaic Law. One law very 
much in question concerned “circumcision,” a religious rite 
that meant for Jews much the same thing as baptism 
came to mean for Christ-ians of a later period.  

The Christ-ians whose background had been in Judaism 
could see no reason why this rite should not be required of 
all Christ-ians, as it was for Jews. As they understood it, 
the laws given by God through Moses were binding for all 
time and could never be set aside by human beings or by 
any set of circumstances that might arise. 

When people with a Gentile background became followers 
of Jesus and sought admission to the Christ-ian churches, 
they saw no particular value in the observance of the rite 
of circumcision and wanted to be excused from it.  

Paul, invited to work with the Gentile element in the 
church, was sympathetic to their position. The experiences 
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that he encountered with the Mosaic Law prior to his 
conversion convinced him that no one could ever be 
saved by mere obedience to a set of external laws.  

His own conversion to the Christ-ian faith was brought 
about by the conviction that the spirit manifested in the life 
of Jesus took possession of the hearts and minds of 
individuals and enabled them to be saved. Accordingly, if 
Gentile Christ-ians were possessed by this spirit, which for 
Paul was the true meaning of faith, it made little or no 
difference at all whether they conformed to the letter of the 
Mosaic Law.  

So long as Paul remained with these churches, the Jewish 
and Gentile elements seemed to get along without any 
serious trouble, each group following the dictates of its 
individual conscience. But after Paul left on one of his 
missionary tours, trouble began when prominent officials 
of the church in Jerusalem visited the newly established 
churches in Galatia. 

These church visitors insisted that the law concerning 
“circumcision,” as well as the other requirements of the 
Mosaic Law, was binding on all Christ-ians, including 
those coming from a Gentile background. Furthermore, 
they launched a vicious attack on Paul because of his 
attitude about this matter. They even went so far as to 
charge that he was “an impostor” and was guilty of 
“misleading the membership of the churches.” In response 
to these charges, Paul wrote the Epistle to the Galatians. 
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At the beginning of the letter, Paul expresses 
astonishment at what has taken place during his absence 
from the Galatians.  

Surprised at the attitude taken by the so-called leaders of 
the Jerusalem church, he is deeply disappointed when the 
people among whom he labored are persuaded by these 
visiting brethren to turn from the message that he 
proclaimed and accept as obligatory the requirements 
characteristic of Jewish legalism.  

Replying to the accusation that he is not “a qualified 
leader” of the Christ-ian community, Paul defends his 
apostleship by declaring that Jesus Christ — not men — 
called him to that office.  

In support of this claim, he reviews the experiences that 
led to his conversion and the circumstances under which 
he carried on his work among the churches. He describes 
his relationship with the so-called "pillars of the church" at 
Jerusalem, explaining both the purpose and the outcome 
of his conferences with them. 

Although he did not receive from them any directive 
concerning the content of the message he was to 
proclaim, they were fully informed about the work he was 
doing and gave their approval to it, specifying in particular 
that he should devote his main efforts toward working with 
people entering the church from a “Gentile background.” 

Following this introduction, Paul proceeds to the main 
point of the letter: to explain and clarify his position 
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concerning the Law, which he does by detailing both its 
uses and its limitations as a means of obtaining salvation. 

The Law, he maintains, lays bare the defects in a person's 
character. In this respect, its function is like that of a 
looking-glass, which reveals blemishes but does not 
remove them.  

He writes, "So the law was put in charge to lead us to 
Christ that we might be justified by faith." When this goal 
has been reached, the Law is no longer necessary: 
"Clearly no one is justified before God by the law." Only by 
faith in Christ are people justified.  

By faith, Paul means something more than a mere 
intellectual assent to a number of facts in connection with 
the earthly life of Jesus. He means a commitment on the 
part of an individual to the way of life exemplified in the 
person of Jesus. A person possessed by the same spirit 
present in Jesus will be saved from sin and the spiritual 
death that sin brings. That person's desires and whole 
nature will be so transformed that he will do what is right 
because he wants to act that way rather than because he 
thinks it is a duty to be performed in order to obtain a 
reward. 

Paul presents a series of arguments in support of his 
position regarding the Law.  

For example, he refers to Abraham as the father of the 
faithful and insists that Abraham's righteousness could not 
have been obtained by obedience to Mosaic laws because 
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those laws were not given until centuries after Abraham 
died.  

Hence, Abraham must have obtained righteousness by 
faith.  

But if Abraham's righteousness was achieved by faith, the 
same must be true for all of his spiritual descendants. 
When God made his great promise to Abraham, all of 
Abraham's descendants were included. Christ-ians are, 
according to Paul, of Abraham's seed, for it is said, "If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise."  

This same point is elaborated somewhat further in the 
allegory of Abraham's two sons. One son, Ishmael, was 
born of a slave woman, but the other son, Isaac, was born 
of a free woman. Ishmael represents people who are 
under bondage to the Law, and Isaac represents people 
who are free in Christ: "It is for freedom that Christ has set 
us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery." 

The Epistle to the Galatians concludes with a description 
of the kind of life that a person will live who is filled with 
the Spirit of God, a life that sharply contrasts to the kind of 
life a person will live who has carnal desires. The quality of 
living is determined by whether or not an individual is 
possessed by the Spirit of Christ. 
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In the Final Analysis… 
Galatians is important for several reasons.  

First of all, it is among the earliest, if not the earliest, of all 
the writings in the Early Christian Writings. (Remember 
this!  It is important!) 

The letter gives us an insight into the problems that arose 
in the Christ-ian churches of the first century after Jesus' 
physical death, and most important of all, it reveals one of 
the most essential elements in Paul's conception of 
Christianity.  

The letter has sometimes been called "Paul's declaration 
of independence," a designation that means freedom from 
bondage to laws of any kind, whether human laws or 
divine laws.  

On this particular point, Paul made a definite break not 
only with Judaism but with those Christ-ians of Jewish 
descent who thought of the new religion in terms of 
obedience both to the Mosaic Law and the laws 
enunciated by Jesus. 

These two competing conceptions of Christianity generally 
were held respectively by the Jewish and the Gentile 
elements in the membership of the Christian church.  

Those with a Jewish background held what may be called 
a “legalistic conception of religion;” the Gentile element 
under the leadership of Paul believed in a “mystical 
conception.” 
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According to the latter view, salvation can never be 
achieved by trying to obey the requirements of the Law. 
Human nature is so constituted that a person necessarily 
follows the desires of the heart, and so long as these 
desires are contrary to the requirements of the Law, the 
result will be disobedience and a sense of guilt. 

When Paul speaks of “salvation by faith,” he means the 
situation in which desires have been changed so that what 
one wants to do will coincide with what one ought to do, a 
transformation that humanity cannot bring about by itself 
alone but that can take place only when the Spirit of God 
in Christ takes possession of hearts and minds.  

“Salvation,” the very essence of Christian mysticism, 
means a union, or oneness, of the individual and God.  

In other words, God dwells within the life of the individual, 
whose nature is thereby changed from that which is prone 
to do evil to that prone to do good.  

The earthly career of Jesus is significant because it 
illustrates what can happen to any human being who 
allows the Spirit of God to take full possession of him, an 
idea clearly expressed by Paul when he says, "I have 
been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me." 

Paul's argument did not convince all members of the 
Christ-ian community.  

Many members, especially those of a Jewish background 
and understanding, still held to the legalistic view.  
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The conflict between the legalistic and the mystical 
interpretations of religion can be traced through all of the 
successive periods of Christian history and is still one of 
the vital issues in contemporary theology. 

Two letters that Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica 
are preserved in the New Testament. The first letter — 1 
Thessalonians — was written to a community of believers 
who had been Christians for only a short period of time, 
probably no more than a few months.  

We learn from the Book of Acts that during Paul's stay in 
the city of Thessalonica, he preached in a Jewish 
synagogue on three successive Sabbath days. He 
evidently stayed in the city for some time thereafter and 
continued his work among the Gentiles. Although his 
ministry was successful to the extent that he won converts 
to Christianity from both Jews and Gentiles, he did 
encounter opposition, especially from Jews who resented 
very much that he was able to win Jewish followers. 

Because of this opposition, Paul wisely left the city for fear 
that the newly formed Christ-ian community would be 
persecuted as he had been. 

He regretted that he must leave the Christ-ians before 
they were well established in the faith, but he hoped that 
he might visit them again in the near future. When 
sickness prevented him from returning, he sent his 
colleague Timothy to strengthen the group and then report 
back to Paul on the progress that had been made.  
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When Timothy returned to Paul with the good news that 
the members of the church were standing firm in their new 
faith, Paul wrote the First Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

Paul congratulates the Thessalonians on their fidelity to 
the gospel that he had proclaimed while among them and 
urges them to remain steadfast in the faith. He warns them 
against sensuality and various forms of self-seeking, 
which are contrary to the spirit of the Christ-ian way of life.  

But the main purpose of Paul's letter is to deal with a 
special problem that developed after Paul left the city. 

Paul shared with the Christ-ians at Thessalonica his belief 
that the “end of the age” would come in the very near 
future.  

In part an inheritance from Jewish apocalypticism, this 
belief held that the “messianic kingdom” would be ushered 
in by a sudden catastrophic event, at which time the 
“heavenly Messiah” would descend on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.  

When the first Christians accepted the idea that the man 
who had died on the cross was the real Messiah, they 
were convinced that he must return to earth to complete 
the work that he had begun.  

The manner of his “second coming” was conceived in 
accordance with the apocalyptic conceptions. This belief 
was common among the early Christ-ians, and Paul 
accepted it along with the rest. Although the Christ-ians 
were quite insistent that no one knew the exact time when 
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this “second coming” would take place, they felt sure that it 
would occur during the lifetime of those who were then 
members of the Christ-ian community.  Yikes! 

After Paul left Thessalonica, some of the people who 
belonged to the church died.  

Because Jesus had not returned, serious doubts arose in 
the minds of those Thessalonians who were still living, for 
they had been led to believe that Jesus the Messiah would 
return before any of them died.  

As they saw it, Paul was “mistaken on this point,” which 
then caused them to wonder whether he might also be 
“mistaken on other points as well.” 

Obviously, an explanation of some kind was in order, and 
this situation, more than any other single factor, prompted 
the writing of Paul's First Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

In his statement regarding Jesus' “second coming,” Paul 
says that he has in no way abandoned his faith that the 
return of Jesus to this earth will take place in the near 
future.  

Concerning those who died or who might die before Jesus 
returns, he states that they will be raised from the dead 
and will share equally with those who are still living at that 
time: "For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, 
with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first."  
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To this statement, Paul adds, "After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever."  

The letter closes with a reminder that the Day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night. No one knows just when it 
will come, but all are admonished to live in such a way that 
they will be ready for it at any moment. 

Paul's Second Epistle to the Thessalonians is in one 
sense a follow-up to the first letter. Evidently, the first letter 
was well received. People were satisfied with Paul's 
explanation concerning those who died and were ready 
and willing to suffer persecution if need be in order to 
remain true to the gospel that Paul preached. 

However, some members of the Christ-ian community 
were so overly zealous about Paul's teaching that the “end 
of the age” was near at hand that they stopped making 
any plans for the future.  

Indeed, some of them stopped doing any work at all, 
believing that in this way they were demonstrating their 
faith in the nearness of the great event. Those who did not 
work were a burden to those who did work, and this 
situation constituted a new problem. Paul addresses this 
concern in his second letter. 

After commending the Thessalonians for their loyalty and 
assuring them that God will deal justly with their 
persecutors, Paul proceeds to the main point of the letter. 
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Although “the coming Day of the Lord” is near, it is not as 
close as some people think.  

Concerning a report that had circulated among the people 
stating that the day had already come, Paul tells the 
Thessalonians not to be deceived on this matter, for “the 
Day of the Lord” will not arrive until after certain events 
have taken place, and these events have not occurred yet. 

The specific events to which Paul refers concern the 
coming of an “Antichrist,” someone in whom the power of 
Satan has become incarnate and who will establish 
himself in the Temple at Jerusalem, working with signs 
and wonders to deceive people.  

The basis for Paul's statement along this line is found in 
the Jewish apocalyptic writings, which were fairly well 
known to him.  

Concerning the coming of this lawless Antichrist, Paul 
says that the “Antichrist's” activities are already in 
operation and would be carried out more fully except that 
he is now being restrained.  

(Presumably, Paul means that the Roman government is 
restraining the “Antichrist.”)  

In due time, the “Antichrist” will be revealed, and "the Lord 
Jesus will overthrow [the Antichrist] with the breath of his 
mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming."  
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The letter closes with an admonition to the Thessalonians 
to continue their regular lines of work and not to wait in 
idleness for the return of Jesus. 

In the Final Analysis… 
The two letters to the Thessalonians are of interest from “a 
historical point of view” because they reveal conditions 
that existed in the newly formed Christ-ian communities.  

They are also of value in that they indicate something of 
the extent to which the early church was influenced by 
“Jewish Apocalypticism” in its beliefs concerning “the 
second coming of Christ” and the setting up of the 
messianic kingdom.  

“Jewish apocalypses” taught that there would be “a 
resurrection of the dead” in connection with other events 
that would usher in the new age.  

Paul was able to make use of these “apocalyptic 
conceptions” in answering the questions that so troubled 
the Christ-ians in Thessalonica. 

Both of Paul's letters to the Thessalonians were 
addressed to this one church and were occasioned by the 
problems associated with that “particular group of church 
members.”  

It is quite unlikely that Paul anticipated any further use to 
be made of his letters. Little if anything in them throws 
much light on the theological issues involved in Paul's 
interpretation of Christianity.  
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The letters do, however, indicate the type of instruction 
that Paul gave to newcomers in the Christ-ian movement. 

Paul wrote at least four different letters to the church at 
Corinth, three of which are included in the Early Christian 
Writngs. In what is now called 1 Corinthians, there is a 
reference to a former letter in which instruction was given 
concerning the type of conduct that should not be 
tolerated in a Christ-ian church.  

2 Corinthians is made up of two different letters.  

Chapters 1–9 are written in a conciliatory tone that 
indicates that they were composed after Chapters 10–13 
were received and accepted by the members of the 
church.  

Chapters 10–13 belong to what is often referred to as the 
"painful letter," in which Paul replies to the “many false 
charges” made concerning him and his work.  

The largest part of Paul's correspondence was with the 
church at Corinth, for “the problems that he encountered in 
this place were more numerous” than he had found in 
other cities, and if his message could be successful in 
Corinth, there was good reason to believe that it could 
have results that would be equally as good in any other 
place. 

Corinth was an important city in Paul's day.  

Generally known as a city devoted to pleasure-seeking, it 
was a center for Greek culture and a busy commercial city 
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with a cosmopolitan atmosphere that brought together 
people and customs from different parts of the world. 

Pagan religions with sexual rites and ceremonies existed, 
and both materialism and immorality were the accepted 
order of the day.  

In view of these conditions, no wonder Paul said he began 
his Corinthian mission with fear. However, his work was 
successful from the beginning.  

He was especially anxious to guide new Christ-ian 
converts with reference to the many perplexing problems 
that were bound to arise.  

In other places, the Jewish element, with its legalistic 
tendencies, created difficulties, but in Corinth, the moral 
problem caused the greater anxiety.  

The Corinthian church's membership was composed of 
people from many different quarters, including those 
whose training and environment were foreign to the 
Hebrew standards of morality.  

Paul was deeply concerned that the Christ-ian church in 
Corinth should make no compromise with the morality — 
or immorality — customary in a pagan society. 

The longest of the letters written to the church at Corinth is 
known in the Early Christian Writings as 1 Corinthians.  
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Containing sixteen chapters dealing with a wide variety of 
topics, the first topic mentioned is that of divisions within 
the church.  

Four “distinct factions” correspond to the four individuals 
whose teachings were followed by the respective groups: 
“Paul, Apollos, Cephas, and Christ.”  

Reportedly, the household of Chloe informed Paul that 
serious quarrels had taken place among these factions. 

The spirit of independent thinking emphasized so strongly 
by the Greeks evidently was influencing the Corinthian 
Christ-ians.  

Paul's manner of dealing with the problem is noteworthy. 
He does not insist that all members of the community 
should think alike on every subject, nor does he advocate 
that someone with authority should tell others what to 
believe. What he does insist on is a unity of spirit and 
purpose that will allow each group to learn from the others. 

On the subject of immorality within the membership of the 
church, Paul is very explicit.  

Any type of “immoral conduct” must not be tolerated 
among the believers. If any of their number persist in 
following the “low moral standards of the pagans,” they 
should be excluded from membership. 

Association with evildoers cannot be avoided so long as 
church members live in a wicked city, but it need not be 
permitted within the group that is called Christ-ian.  



P a g e  | 160 
 

The function of the church is to set a high standard for the 
society in which it exists, which cannot be done by 
permitting low standards among their own members: 
"Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole 
batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a 
new batch without yeast — as you really are." 

Disputes arising among members of the Christ-ian 
community should be settled peaceably without going to a 
civil court: "The very fact that you have lawsuits among 
you means you have been completely defeated already. 

Why not rather be wronged?" Paul refers to a popular 
Jewish belief that saints are to have a part in the judgment 
of the world. Certainly the Corinthians are not qualified to 
have a part in the judgment of the world if they are unable 
to settle difficulties among themselves. 

“Sexual morality” was a real problem in the church at 
Corinth. Neither “monogamy nor chastity” was regarded as 
obligatory in the pagan society in which many of the 
church members were reared before becoming Christ-
ians.  

Paul's instruction regarding marriage must be considered 
in accordance with his belief concerning the imminence of 
“the second coming of Christ,” as well as with his desire to 
have the church at Corinth exemplify a high standard of 
living.  

The same can be said about his advice concerning the 
impropriety of women speaking in church.  



P a g e  | 161 
 

In the city of Corinth, prostitutes customarily spoke in 
public, and to protect the reputation of the women in the 
Christ-ian church, Paul thought it would be wise for them 
to remain silent.  

He explains, however, that this is merely his personal 
opinion; he has received no direct revelation to this effect. 

Regarding the eating of meat that has been obtained from 
animals sacrificed to idols, everyone should follow the 
dictates of their own consciences, the only condition being 
that each person should have respect for the conscience 
of the person who does not agree with him.  

One should refrain from needlessly offending another 
person, even though by doing so it is necessary to curb 
one's own appetite. 

The Christ-ian churches customarily commemorated the 
events associated with Jesus' death and resurrection by 
partaking of a common meal together.  

Some of the people at Corinth failed to see the 
significance of this meal and made it an occasion for 
feasting.  

Paul explains that the purpose of this meal is not for the 
enjoyment of eating and drinking together but rather for a 
renewed dedication to the spirit made manifest in the life 
and death of Jesus.  
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In other words, each individual should examine his own 
heart and life and bring them into harmony with the Spirit 
of Christ.  

Any grievances that people have with one another should 
be set aside in preparation for the eating of the meal 
together. 

Spiritual gifts among the various members of the church is 
another topic treated at some length in 1 Corinthians. 

Using the analogy of the human body, in which each 
organ has its special function to perform and no one of 
them can be regarded as more vital than another, the 
same principle applies within the church, which is the body 
of Christ.  

Some members have the gift of prophecy, others that of 
teaching, and still others that of offering help in carrying 
forward the work of the church.  

Those who are apostles or prophets are not to think of 
themselves as superior to those who exercise other gifts, 
for all gifts are necessary, and the church would not be 
complete if any of them were missing.  

To those who boast that they have the gift of tongues and 
are therefore in a position to exercise lordship over others,  

Paul writes that this particular gift, like all of the others, 
should be evaluated in terms of its usefulness in 
promoting the Christ-ian way of life.  
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He does not condemn this gift for those who might find it 
useful, but he says that so far as he is concerned, it is 
better to speak a few words that will be understood by 
others than to speak at great length in an unknown tongue 
that is quite unintelligible to those who might hear it. 

Following the discussion of spiritual gifts is Paul's immortal 
hymn to Christian love, which is one of the great classics 
of Christian literature. The hymn makes love the 
foundation for all Christian conduct.  

What wisdom was for the Greeks, love is for Christians: 
"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love." 

After the discourse on love, Paul discusses resurrection.  

For him, the subject is of “primary importance,” for he 
considers resurrection the basis upon which the whole 
structure of Christianity rests. If Christ is not risen, then 
our hope is in vain. Christ's resurrection is attested to by a 
large number of witnesses, of whom Paul counts himself 
one of the last.  

The significance of the resurrection, more than a 
vindication of the Messiah-ship of Jesus, assures us that 
what happened in the case of Jesus can and will happen 
to all those who believe in him.  

The resurrection of the righteous will be associated with 
the second coming of Christ: "For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with 
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the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the 
saying that is written will come true: 'Death has been 
swallowed up in victory.'"  

The letter closes with an appeal for a contribution to help 
provide for the poor among the Christ-ians in Jerusalem. 
Paul will stop at Corinth on his way to Jerusalem and take 
the gift with him. 

The so-called "painful letter," which is found in Chapters 
10–13 of 2 Corinthians, contains Paul's defense of himself 
and of his work to the charges made against him by his 
enemies, including the “Jewish legalists” who said that 
Paul was “an impostor” who had not been “authorized” by 
the “proper authorities” to work among the churches.  

The “legalists” supported their charge by pointing out that 
Paul had a "thorn in [his] flesh," some “physical defect” 
that, according to ancient Jewish regulations, would have 
barred a man from the priesthood…  

They further maintained that Paul supported himself by 
doing “manual labor” rather than by accepting support 
from the members of the church.  

This labor, in their judgment, was an admission on his part 
that he was “not qualified” to be supported in the way that 
was customary for duly “authorized missionaries.”  
 

The “legalists” also accused Paul of cowardice on the 
grounds that he was bold so long as he was writing letters, 
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but he was very mild when present with the “legalists” in 
person.  

Other charges of a similar nature were made in an all-out 
attempt to discredit the religious work that Paul was doing. 

To all of these charges, Paul makes a vigorous reply.  

He shows wherein “the charges are false,” and he 
recounts for the people at Corinth the many trials and 
hardships that he suffered for their sake and for the sake 
of the gospel.  

Although he apologizes for seeming to boast of his own 
attainments, he explains the necessity for doing so. He 
indicates further that his greatest disappointment lies not 
in the fact that charges of this sort have been made 
against him but that the members of the Corinthian church 
have apparently been persuaded by them. 

The first nine chapters of what is now called 2 Corinthians 
are a letter that appears to have been written some time 
after the "painful letter" was received and accepted by the 
church.  

This letter contains an expression of “gratitude” for the 
change that has taken place among the Corinthian 
believers. Paul rejoices that they are now on the right track 
again, and he summarizes for them the essential meaning 
of the gospel that he first proclaimed to them. 

Using the language of the Hebrew Bible prophet Jeremiah, 
Paul tells them that the Christ-ian gospel is none other 
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than the New Covenant, written "not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts."  

Toward the close of the letter, he again reminds them of 
the collection to be taken for the poor in Jerusalem. 

In the Final Analysis… 
Although the Corinthian letters were addressed to a single 
church and were concerned primarily with local problems 
existing at that time, they are of special interest to readers 
of the Early Christian Writings. One reason for this interest 
is that the letters were written at an early date; therefore, 
they throw considerable light on the character of the 
Christ-ian movement prior to the writing of any gospel 
account of Jesus' life.  

Paul's statements concerning the resurrection of Jesus 
constitute the earliest preserved record of that event.  

The same is true of his account of the institution of the 
Lord's Supper. 

His remarks concerning the gift of tongues, along with the 
other gifts of the spirit, help us to understand the way in 
which these manifestations were viewed by the early 
church.  

Finally, the many problems discussed in 1 Corinthians tell 
us a great deal about the conditions that prevailed at that 
time. 
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Paul's account of the resurrection enables us to see how 
his view differed from those of the ancient Greeks and 
also from the view found in certain portions of the Hebrew 
Bible. 

The Greeks believed in the doctrine of the soul's 
immortality. 

 According to this doctrine, souls do not have a beginning 
or an end. They are eternal realities capable of existing 
apart from the bodies in which they were incarnated.  

This view was contrary to the Hebrew conception, which 
viewed man as a single unit including body, soul, and 
spirit; the soul was not something that existed apart from 
the body. 

After death, all went down to Sheol, a cavern below the 
earth, but no memory or consciousness of any kind 
attended this state of existence. 

In contrast to these views, Paul believed in a genuine 
resurrection from physical death in which a person's 
individuality and moral worth would be preserved. 

But this preservation was not to be a reanimation of the 
corpse and a continuation of life as it had been before. 
Flesh and blood, Paul tells us, will not inherit God's 
kingdom.  

The body that is raised will not be the natural body but 
rather a spiritual body. 
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Paul does not tell us what this spiritual body will be like, 
but he is sure that it will be a body of some kind, for the 
personality includes body, soul, and spirit, and salvation is 
not achieved until all three have been transformed 
together.  

The “Gnostics” of Paul's day, who believed that only spirit 
is good and that all matter is evil, taught that Jesus did not 
possess a physical body but only appeared to do so. 

Gnosticism, just so you know, was the belief that some 
people were granted special knowledge that was imparted 
only to them.  The Gnostics did not have to share this 
special knowledge with anyone.  If they chose to share it, 
this then, set them apart from all other people, because 
they were singled out “to know” about the special 
knowledge. 

For Paul, this position was untenable:  

Unless Jesus possessed a body in common with other 
human beings, his triumph over evil would have no 
significance for humans.  

Jesus' resurrection means a triumph of the entire 
personality over the forces of evil; what it means for Jesus 
it also means for all those who put their trust in him. 

Paul promised the church members at Corinth that he 
would visit them again as soon as he had the opportunity, 
and it was not long after sending his last letter to them that 
the opportunity came and he was able to spend several 
months with them. 
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During this time, probably the latter part of the year 57 
A.D., he wrote a letter to the church at Rome, “the most 
ambitious of all his letters” and the only one in which he 
presents a systematic account of his understanding of the 
gospel.  

Because he had not visited the church at Rome and was 
unfamiliar with their local problems, the letter is not written 
in the form that he used in his earlier correspondence with 
the other churches. Instead, it is a carefully prepared 
statement of what he regarded as the essential elements 
of the Christian religion.  

Paul wanted the gospel proclaimed throughout the then-
known world, and it seemed most appropriate that he 
should not only visit the church at Rome but gain its full 
support for the missionary program that he envisioned. We 
do not know how the church at Rome was started, but it 
existed during Paul's life, and there were good reasons for 
believing that it would soon become one of the leading 
Christian churches of the world.  

Paul wanted the Roman church to have a firsthand 
knowledge of the gospel that he preached, but unable 
personally to visit its members in the immediate future, he 
set forth his convictions in a letter addressed to the 
Romans. 

Parts of the sixteen chapters in the “Epistle to the 
Romans” are so detailed that a full explanation of Paul's 
meaning would require a large volume of Analysis.  
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The main substance of the letter can be summarized 
briefly by stating the answers given to a number of 
pertinent questions: What is the gospel? Who needs it? 
Why is it needed? What is the nature of salvation? How is 
it achieved? What difference does salvation make in an 
individual's life? What difference does it make with 
reference to society as a whole?  

Many other points are discussed in Romans, but these 
questions are sufficient to indicate the letter's general 
character. 

The “gospel,” we are told, is the power of God unto 
salvation, for in it the "righteousness from God is revealed, 
a righteousness that is by faith." 

Man is a sinful creature who follows his own heart's 
desires and is powerless to change these desires by 
himself alone.  

Only through the power of God, working in cooperation 
with the human spirit, can these desires be changed and 
brought into harmony with the divine will.  

Jesus' life illustrates the way in which “the power of God” 
can work in and through “a human life,” thus enabling a 
person to overcome evil temptations, which are always 
present in the world.  

The same power that enabled Jesus to overcome 
temptations is also available to all those who have faith in 
him. The faith by which God's righteousness is revealed 
involves beliefs but also includes something that grips the 
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entire personality and finds expression not only in what 
one thinks but in feelings, attitudes, and actions.  

The salvation of which Paul writes is salvation from the 
power of evil that entices man to sin against himself and 
God. Salvation means a transformation of one's nature so 
that what one wants to do will coincide with what ought to 
be done. 

This salvation is needed by everyone, for all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God. Salvation is just as 
necessary for the Jew as it is for the Gentiles and 
necessary even for those people who feel that they do not 
need it, for they may be the ones who need it most.  

How well people think of themselves is determined by the 
standard that they use in judging themselves. Anyone who 
measures himself by the righteousness of God will know 
that he falls short and is in need of improvement. The 
salvation of which Paul speaks is not something that will 
automatically make a person's character equal to the 
righteousness of God, but it will move the person in that 
direction and keep bringing him ever nearer to that goal. 

But, again, it is important to know that this salvation is 
available only to those who recognize their need for it and 
who are receptive to the divine power that is constantly 
being offered to them. 

In his discussion of the way in which salvation is to be 
achieved, Paul presents the same arguments that he used 
in his Epistle to the Galatians.  
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He emphasizes that salvation is not brought about by 
efforts on the part of the individual to observe the 
requirements of the Law.  

It makes no difference so far as this point is concerned 
whether the laws are human or divine in their origin. Laws 
of any kind are powerless to make people good, evidence 
of which can be seen in the state of society as it existed in 
Rome during Paul's life.  

The Romans boasted of the superior quality of their 
system of laws. Although their laws were among the best 
that the nations of the world had known up to that time, 
Roman society had become notoriously corrupt.  

The state of this corruption is indicated in the closing 
verses of the first chapter of Paul's Epistle to the Romans. 

Concerning corruption, Paul argues that Jews are not 
better off than the Romans.  

The Romans have had their human laws, and Jews have 
had divine laws, but in neither case have the laws 
changed the desires of humans or transformed their 
natures from that which is evil into that which is good. 

Only by faith can a transformation of this kind occur. In this 
connection, Paul writes about justification by faith.  At this 
point, he is so very Lutheran! 

Having pointed out that "no one will be justified in [God's] 
sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we 
become conscious of sin," he goes on to say that 
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everyone is "justified freely by [God's] grace through the 
redemption that came by Jesus Christ."  

And again, he says, "For we maintain that a man is 
justified by faith apart from observing the law."   Martin 
Luther is smiling right now! 

People are in need of justification because they are 
estranged from God.  

They are not living in harmony with their own best 
interests, which is equivalent to saying that they are not in 
harmony with the divine will.  

Justification is that which overcomes the estrangement 
and puts people on the right track, a process that happens 
when the Spirit of God takes possession of one's heart 
and life. A person's desires are changed, and a "new 
creature" emerges, which is what Paul means by 
salvation. 

Having developed his argument concerning the means of 
salvation, Paul supports his position by referring to 
Abraham, as he did in his letter to the Galatians. 

Abraham's faith was "credited to him as righteousness"; by 
faith, those who are his spiritual descendants can be 
saved.  

Jesus is the supreme example of faith in that he was a 
human being in whom the Spirit of God was manifested 
more completely than in any other person.  
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In this respect, Paul thinks of Jesus as the “ideal man” in 
the same way that “Adam” was regarded as the symbol of 
the human race. Just as in Adam we all died, so in Christ 
are we all made alive.  

Adam's disobedience illustrates what happens in the lives 
of all human beings, and Jesus' triumph over the forces of 
evil illustrates what can happen when the Spirit takes 
possession of a person's entire nature.  

This point, Paul insists, is the true meaning of Christ-ian 
baptism and symbolizes the death and burial of one's 
sinful nature and a resurrection into a new quality of living. 

Paul's own experience with the Law when he was studying 
to become a rabbi is described at some length to 
demonstrate again the impotence of the Law in contrast 
with the power of faith to transform one's nature.  

Trying to achieve salvation through obedience to the Law 
was indeed a miserable type of existence, comparable to 
having a dead person strapped to one's own body.  

In this state of affairs, a person is a slave to sin, as Paul 
notes: "I do not understand what I do. For what I want to 
do I do not do, but what I hate I do." And again, "Now if I 
do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but 
it is sin living in me that does it."  

Under these conditions, Paul cries out in the name of 
humanity, "What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue 
me from this body of death?"  
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The answer is that deliverance comes through faith in 
Jesus Christ: "Therefore, there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law 
of sin and death." 

The effects of salvation will be manifest first in the 
changed life of the individual and then, as this salvation 
takes place in increasing numbers, in society.  

The life of the Spirit that frees one from bondage to the 
Law does not give one the license to sin, nor can laws 
legitimately be violated just because they conflict with 
one's immediate desires.  

The Christ-ian will be a law-abiding citizen whose freedom 
consists in the fact that he no longer wants to act contrary 
to laws. He will do what is right because he desires to act 
that way, not because he does it from a pure sense of duty 
or as a means of gaining a reward. 

With reference to the future of the Jewish people, Paul 
expresses the hope that they, too, will be included with 
those who are saved through the gospel. 

Since the gospel is of divine origin and the great heroes of 
Israel achieved righteousness through faith, that the Jews 
would reject the gospel seems strange. When they 
refused to accept it, the opportunity was extended to the 
Gentiles.  

But Paul does not envision a complete break between 
Judaism and the people of the Way. He believes that the 
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Jews eventually will come to accept the gospel since God 
is not willing that any person should perish but that all 
might be saved. 

The closing part of Paul's Epistle to the Romans contains 
instruction in the manner of living.  

Paul tells the Christ-ians in Rome to have respect for the 
civil government: "The authorities that exist have been 
established by God." (Think about the consequences of 
this belief on Nazi Germany!) 

He does not mean that Christ-ians should obey the civil 
laws when these laws conflict with the laws of God but 
rather that Christ-ians should not attempt to hide their 
conduct from the rulers nor escape the punishment that 
the state inflicts.  

Earthly governments are not perfect, and some laws are 
bound to be unjust.  

Nevertheless, laws preserve order in society, and 
Christians should abide by them.  

As in the other letters to different churches, Paul asks the 
Christians at Rome to contribute to the fund that he is 
gathering for the relief of the poor in Jerusalem. 

In the Final Analysis… 
In no portion of the Early Christian Writings is the dynamic 
and universal character of Christianity set forth more 
clearly than in Paul's Epistle to the Romans, evidence of 
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which can be seen in the fact that so many of the revival 
and reform movements in the course of Christian history 
have been started and promulgated by a restudy of this 
portion of the Early Christian Writings.  

For example, in the sixteenth century, Martin Luther's 
commentary on Romans was an important factor in the 
promotion of the Protestant Reformation, and in the 
twentieth century, when Karl Barth published his analysis 
of Romans, a new era was introduced in the contemporary 
interpretations of Christianity.  

Paul's letter to the church in Rome is without question one 
of the great documents in Christian literature.  

It has furnished the inspiration and guidance for many of 
the important developments that have taken place in the 
life of the church during the past and in all likelihood will 
continue to do so in the future. 

The dynamic character of the gospel as Paul understands 
it is illustrated in the introductory portions of his letter, 
where Paul refers to the gospel as something that is 
powerful: "the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
who believes."  

The gospel is more than the acceptance of a set of 
speculative ideas, even though these are not necessarily 
excluded; it is the righteousness of God, an active force 
operating in the lives of people who are ready and willing 
to receive it.  
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Available to all those who recognize their need for it 
regardless of their religious backgrounds, the gospel does 
for those persons who are willing to accept it something 
that they are wholly unable to do for themselves: produce 
within them a changed nature so that the desires of their 
hearts will coincide with what they ought to do. 

The universality of the gospel is exemplified in the way in 
which it completely transcends all distinctions between 
Jew and Gentile.  

Among the early Christ-ians, as well as in other 
communities, certain people believed that salvation was 
only for the Jews.  

Paul's letter to the Romans addresses a church whose 
membership is composed of people from both Jewish and 
Gentile backgrounds, and he wants to set forth the 
meaning of the gospel in terms that will be intelligible to all 
of them. 

Because he is familiar with both Judaism and Hellenistic 
culture, he uses concepts drawn from each of these 
sources to communicate his version of Christianity.  

Thus we find him using the terminology of “Jewish 
eschatology and Apocalypticism,” as well as the language 
of the “mystery cults” and other forms of Gentile religion, 
to explain his conception of the real significance of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus.  

His use of terms drawn from such different sources was 
not without its dangers: His readers might very well 
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interpret these terms in a manner that was other than he 
intended.  

He did not want to convey the idea that the use of these 
terms in connection with the Christ-ian religion was exactly 
like what either the Jews or the Gentiles had been taught. 
Rather, he used them to distinguish similarities that would 
aid in their proper understanding. 

Salvation, as this term was used by the Jews of Paul's 
day, primarily refers to a future event when the kingdoms 
of this earth will be brought to an end and the new age 
identified as the kingdom of God will be established.  

The saved will be those who are not destroyed at that time 
but who will be permitted to live under the new order of 
things.  

Although Paul does not reject this view entirely, he 
couples with it the idea that salvation is something to be 
achieved here and now, as well as in the future. Being 
saved from yielding to evil temptations is achieved not by 
conformity or obedience to laws but by faith in the 
righteousness of God, manifested in the life of Jesus the 
Christ. In support of this conviction, Paul quotes the 
Hebrew Bible prophet Habakkuk, who said that "the 
righteous will live by his faith."  

Paul's use of the word "faith" is somewhat different from 
that of the ancient prophet, for Habakkuk was speaking 
about his belief concerning the future that was in store for 
those who lived in obedience to the Law, or commands, of 
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God; Paul is discussing a salvation that is apart from the 
Law.  

Thus we see how Paul uses a familiar Hebrew term to 
communicate to his readers a concept that was in some 
respects new to them. 

In his discussion of the need for salvation, Paul implies 
what has often been called “the doctrine of original sin.”  

The Adam of the Genesis story is generally interpreted as 
a reference “to all humanity.” The same tendency toward 
evil present in Adam is also present in every human being. 
Yielding to these temptations brings about 
an estrangement between an individual and God. To 
explain the way in which this estrangement can be 
overcome, Paul draws analogies from customary court 
procedures and from concepts used in the “mystery cults.”  

He shows how all humans are guilty before God, and in 
this connection he speaks of justification and redemption. 
When the sinner acknowledges his guilt, he is accepted by 
God, and past sins are no longer held against him.  

Justified in the sense that the estrangement has been 
overcome, the former sinner is now in accord with the 
divine will, which does not mean that he will never sin 
again, but he will continually be aware of his need for 
improvement and will seek divine aid for its 
accomplishment.  
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To explain the change that takes place in life when a 
person experiences justification and possesses the same 
spirit present in Jesus, Paul uses the language of the 
“mystery cults.” Just as the “heroic redeemer” of these 
cults experienced a death, burial, and resurrection, so 
Christian baptism means a death of one's old nature, a 
burial, and a resurrection in which one walks in a newness 
of life. 

When Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans, he expressed 
hope that he would visit the church in that city as soon as 
arrangements could be made following his journey to the 
city of Jerusalem.  

The visit to Rome was delayed for about three years, but 
when he finally reached the city, he arrived as a prisoner 
awaiting trial before the court of the emperor.  

While in Jerusalem, he was arrested on the charge of 
causing a riot in the Temple. After being held in prison in 
Caesarea for about two years, he was transferred to 
Rome at his own request to be tried. After spending about 
three years as a prisoner in Rome, he was tried and 
convicted. 

Seven letters in the Early Christian Writings initially were 
credited to Paul on the assumption that he wrote them 
while a prisoner in Rome. However, three of these letters 
— 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus — now are generally 
recognized as belonging to a period somewhat later than 
Paul's death, and many Early Christian Writing scholars 
believe the same is true of the Epistle to the Ephesians, 
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but the authorship question is in no way a completely 
settled issue. However, in all four of these letters, Paul's 
influence is recognizable; possibly they were written by 
disciples of Paul who wrote in accordance with the 
instruction that they believed he would have given.  

Three other letters — Philippians, Philemon, and 
Colossians — are still regarded as genuine letters of Paul, 
although some question remains about “where” they were 
written, for no conclusive evidence indicates whether it 
was Rome or Ephesus, in both of which Paul was a 
prisoner. 

Philippians 
The Epistle to the Philippians is an informal 
correspondence that Paul sent in response to a gift he 
received from the church at Philippi.  

Knowing that Paul was in prison and probably in need of 
material benefits, the Philippian church sent one of its 
members, Epaphroditus, with a gift of money and the 
intention of staying with Paul to assist him in any way that 
Epaphroditus could.  

However, Epaphroditus became ill and was forced to 
return home, and Paul sent this letter to the church of 
Philippi with him. 

The letter begins with an expression of thanks for the gift 
and a prayer for the well-being of the church.  
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With reference to his own personal experience, Paul says 
that his only desire is to be free from prison so that he 
might be of greater service to the church.  

Regarding it a great privilege to be counted worthy to 
suffer for the cause of Christ, he writes a famous hymn 
concerning Jesus, "who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness."  

Paul commends this spirit of humility and service to the 
church at Philippi, urging that its members be of the same 
mind as that which was manifest in Jesus. 

Paul tells the church members that Timothy will visit them 
in the near future and asks that they receive him with 
kindness.  

Interrupting the main course of his letter to warn against 
the propaganda being circulated by Jewish legalists, he 
reviews his own experiences with Judaism and his 
conversion to the Christ-ian faith. With a few practical 
admonitions and a prayer for God's blessing on the 
Philippian church, Paul closes the letter. 

Philemon 
The Epistle to Philemon, a very short letter dealing with 
only one topic, certainly was written by Paul.  
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Onesimus, Philemon's runaway slave, had in some way 
contacted Paul and come under the influence of the 
Christian gospel. The name Onesimus means “worthless.” 

For Paul, the situation was in some respects threatening: 
For a slave to desert his master was considered a very 
serious offense legally punishable by death, and anyone 
who apprehended a runaway slave was to return the slave 
immediately to the slave's master.  

How long Paul knew about Onesimus we are not told, but 
evidently it was long enough for Onesimus to receive 
instruction concerning the meaning of the gospel. Once 
Onesimus accepted the Christian gospel, Paul insisted 
that the slave return to his master. 

Paul's purpose in writing this letter is to request that 
Philemon not only take back Onesimus as his slave but 
that he treat him as a brother in Christ.  

The letter is written in a most tactful manner, for Paul 
knows that Philemon has a legal right to put Onesimus to 
death. 

Paul therefore appeals to Philemon's conscience as a 
Christian brother to recognize that Onesimus is not only a 
slave but also a child of God.  

In the eyes of the Roman government, Onesimus is a 
criminal deserving of death, but as Christ-ians, both he 
and his master are brothers in Christ. 
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Colossians 
The Epistle to the Colossians is addressed to a church 
that Paul did not visit. Epaphras, a visitor from Colossae, 
came to see Paul and brought news and greetings from 
the Christians in that city.  

Following a series of conversations with this visitor, Paul 
wrote his letter to the Colossian church.  

One of the main purposes of the letter is to warn the 
church members about a certain dangerous philosophy 
that was making inroads in that community.  

The particular doctrine that Paul apparently had in mind 
was a form of “Gnosticism,” a mixture of both philosophical 
and religious ideas.   Again, “Gnosticism” means special 
or secret knowledge.  Believing that matter is evil and only 
spirit is good, the “Gnostics” held that the physical world 
was not created by a supreme being because a perfect 
deity would not have direct contact with an evil world.  

The world came into existence through the action of a 
series of intermediary beings whose worship was a 
necessary means toward human salvation.  

Paul writes that in Jesus there dwells all the fullness of the 
Godhead; there is no need for the worship of these 
intermediary powers.  

Furthermore, he rejects the “asceticism” and the sensual 
indulgence associated with the “Gnostic” conceptions of 
salvation. 
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Asceticism - severe self-discipline and avoidance of all 
forms of indulgence, typically for religious reasons.  
John the baptizer and the Essenes would have been a 
good example of ascetics and asceticism. 

In the Final Analysis… 
The letters that Paul wrote while a prisoner either in 
Ephesus or in Rome are the latest writings of his that are 
preserved in the Early Christian Writings.  

They represent his most mature thought concerning the 
meaning of Christianity and are of special value for that 
reason.  

Although he has some things to say with reference to 
particular problems in local churches, he mainly discusses 
the significance of Jesus' life in relation to both the 
salvation of human beings and its place in the scheme of 
the universe as a whole.  

The letters are also of interest because they reveal the 
changes that took place in Paul's own thinking during the 
years following his conversion to Christianity.  

Perhaps the most significant change that can be noted in 
these later writings lies in the fact that Paul no longer talks 
about “the end of the age” in terms of “Jewish 
Apocalypticism.”  

His teaching emphasizes the quality of living that is made 
possible when a person's life is transformed by the 
indwelling presence of the Spirit of Christ. 
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Some critics maintain that in Paul's later years he speaks 
less about “the historic Jesus” and more about the “cosmic 
Christ.” 

This criticism can be misleading if it suggests that, for 
Paul, the earthly life of Jesus was unimportant or did not 
provide the foundation on which Christianity is built.  

On the other hand, in Paul's judgment, the power of the 
one and only God of the universe, working in Jesus, 
makes Jesus' life significant and thus brings to all 
humanity an opportunity to see how the redemption of 
humanity can be achieved. 

There you have an “overview” of the Pauline Writings!  
What do you think? 

So, what do you think of Paul now?  He was the first real 
theologian in early Christianity.  His writings helped to form 
Christian belief and action for hundreds and hundreds of 
years… 

Indeed it has been stated, were it not for Paul, perhaps the 
early church would have eventually died out as a cult 
within Judaism…rather than becoming a World Religion in 
its own right! 

Again, what do you think? 
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“Controversies 
Abound!” 

 
While I certainly agree full-heartedly with the 
statement that “controversies abound” surrounding 
Jesus in the Gospel narratives, perhaps no 
controversy is as pronounced as that of the “Sabbath 
Day Controversy.” 
 
Living when we do, we do not connect with the 
seriousness of this breach of the law.  Oh sure, some 
of us remember “Blue Laws,” but they were not nearly 
as strict. 
 
“Blue laws” —known also as Sunday laws—were laws 
designed to restrict or ban some or all Sunday 
activities for religious standards, particularly the 
observance of a day of worship or rest. “Blue laws” 
may also restrict shopping or ban sale of certain items 
on specific days, most often on Sundays in the 
western world. Some Islamic nations may ban on 
Fridays. 
 
In the United States, the U.S. Supreme Court has held 
“blue laws” as constitutional numerous times, citing 
secular basis such as securing a day of rest for mail 
carriers, as well as protecting workers and families, in 
turn contributing to societal stability and guaranteeing 
the free exercise of religion.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_exercise_of_religion
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The origin of the “blue laws” also partially stems from 
religion, particularly the prohibition of Sabbath 
desecration in Christian Churches following “the first-
day Sabbatarian tradition.”  
 
Just as an fyi: 
 
“Sabbatarianism” is a view within Christianity that 
advocates the observation of the Sabbath, in keeping 
with the Ten Commandments.  
 
Its historical origins lie in early Christianity, later in 
the Eastern Church and Irish Church, and then in 
“Puritan Sabbatarianism,” which delineated precepts 
for keeping Sunday, the Lord's Day, holy in 
observance of Sabbath commandment principles.  
 
This observance of Sunday as a day of worship and 
rest is the purest form of first-day “Sabbatarianism,” a 
view which was historically heralded by 
nonconformist denominations, such as 
Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Baptists, as well as many Episcopalians; although its 
impact diminished in popular culture, traces and 
influences remain today. 
 
Both labor unions and trade associations have 
historically supported the legislation of “blue laws.”  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabbath_desecration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabbath_desecration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First-day_Sabbatarian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First-day_Sabbatarian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabbath_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puritan_Sabbatarianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_worship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonconformist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregationalists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_unions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_associations
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“Blue laws” are technically classed as "mala 
prohibita" or "wrong [as or because] prohibited" (as 
opposed to "mala in se" or "wrong or evil in itself").  
 
Most “blue laws” have been repealed in the United 
States, although many states still ban the sale of 
alcoholic beverages or cars on Sundays.  
 
Bergen County, New Jersey is notable for their “blue 
laws” banning the sale of clothing, shoes, furniture, 
home supplies and appliances on Sundays kept 
through county-wide referendum. 
 
The very first known law regarding prohibition of 
Sunday labor for religious reasons was in 538 at the 
Third Council of Orléans.  (No, not New Orleans!) 
The first occurrence of the phrase “blue laws” so far 
found is in the New-York Mercury of March 3, 1755, 
where the writer imagines a future newspaper praising 
the revival of "our Connecticut's old Blue Laws". 
In his 1781 book General History of Connecticut, the 
Reverend Samuel Peters (1735–1826) used it to 
describe various laws first enacted by Puritan 
colonies in the 17th century that prohibited various 
activities, recreational as well as commercial, on 
Sunday (Saturday evening through Sunday night). 
Sometimes the sale of certain types of merchandise 
was prohibited, and in some cases all retail and 
business activity. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malum_prohibitum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malum_prohibitum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malum_in_se
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_beverages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bergen_County,_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/538
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Third_Council_of_Orl%C3%A9ans&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Orl%C3%A9ans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Laws_(Connecticut)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Peters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puritan
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Contrary to popular belief, there is no evidence that 
“blue laws” were originally printed on blue paper. 
Rather, the word “blue” was used in the 17th century 
as a disparaging reference to rigid moral codes and 
those who observed them, particularly in blue-
stocking, a reference to Oliver Cromwell's supporters 
in the parliament of 1653. 
Moreover, although Reverend Peters claimed that the 
term “blue law” was originally used by Puritan 
colonists, his work has since been found to be 
unreliable. 
In any event, Peters never asserted that the “blue 
laws” were originally printed on “blue paper,” and this 
has come to be regarded as an example of false 
etymology, another version of which is that the laws 
were first bound in books with “blue covers.”  (Also, 
not true!) 
But I digress.  It is so easy to do isn’t it?  I would 
venture to say that we probably all have our “blue 
laws” story to share! 
Was Walgreens open?  What about gas stations? 
 Were restaurants open on Sunday’s?  I know I 
delivered newspapers very early on Sunday 
morning’s.  And there was a candy-store/pharmacy 
that was open… 
 
What do you remember? 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Cromwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/False_etymology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/False_etymology
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(Digression can be fun!) 
 
 
I was able to find a sign from the Province of Ontario, 
Canada that bespeaks of their blue laws there…I 
include it here, purely for your enjoyment! 
 
When it comes to the Sabbath Day – we pretty much 
do what we want, when we want to do it…without 
regard for the day of the week. 
 
We think nothing of working on the Sabbath.  We think 
nothing of shopping on the Sabbath Day.  And 
likewise, a vast majority of people do not even 
worship on the Sabbath Day. 
 
And, as you well know – there are differences in what 
people even think of as the actual Sabbath day. 
 
Is it from Friday night at sundown to Saturday night at 
sundown?  Or is it Sunday, the day that Jesus rose 
from the dead? 
 
Which day is more important? 
 
Or, are all days holy, sanctified and set apart? 
 
What do you think? 
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One of the cool things is to observe the skillfulness of 
Jesus in his handling of the Hebraic Scriptures.  He is 
awesome!  Simply amazing… Check out if you will the 
ease and the skill with which Jesus handles this most 
controversial subject. 

If, we go back in time, we will note that the Sabbath 
was established “in principal” in the second chapter 
of the book of Genesis, when God rested on the 
seventh day, having finished all the work of creation. 

Because of this, God blessed the Sabbath and 
sanctified it (or made it holy) – quite literally he “set 
this day apart” from all the other days of the week. 

It is not until the next book – Exodus 16 that the 
seventh day was divinely prescribed as day of resting 
from the harvesting of manna. 

In chapter 20 of the Book of Exodus (see also 
Deuteronomy chapter 5) – the Sabbath became the 
focus of the third commandment.  “Remember the 
Sabbath Day and keep it holy!” 

Keeping this day holy required that the Israelites 
finish their week’s work by the end of the sixth day, so 
that the seventh could be a day in which men and 
women and children abstained from the normal 
occupations of the other six days. 
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In Exodus chapter 31, the keeping of the Sabbath was 
declared to be a sign of the Mosaic covenant, WITH 
THE DEATH PENALTY PRESCRIBED FOR ANY AND 
ALL VIOLATORS OF THIS COMMANDMENT… 

Now, it is this last sentence that sets the Sabbath day 
law, rules and regulations in a new light.  Jesus 
danced wilily nilly around the Sabbath day and was 
not held accountable for it, even though he was often 
times “called out” about it! 

It is throughout the rest of the Hebrew Bible that 
further clarification is given regarding the keeping of 
this important commandment. 

“Sabbath rest” was further defined in terms of ever 
changing conditions. 

Even the land was to have “its rest” every seventh 
year! 

Further the emphasis shifts from a cessation of 
normal activities to the ways in which the Israelite 
should worship God on the Sabbath day. 

It was the prophets (of course) who pointed out the 
abuses of the Sabbath and urged the Israelites to keep 
the Sabbath “in spirit and in truth!”  The nation was 
constantly warned that persistent disregard of the 
sanctity of the Sabbath would lead to the judgment of 
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being thrust from the land and sent one more time 
into captivity. 

And Jesus, pretty much did what he wanted to do, 
disregarding the Sabbath day ordinances. 

I hope you are getting a sense of how important this 
commandment was for Israel – and how a great many 
took it very seriously…especially the scribes, the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees.  (But that is getting a 
wee-bit ahead of ourselves!) 

During the so-called “silent years” or the 
“intertestimental period” – the time between the book 
of Daniel and the writings of Paul…we are looking at 
350-400 years of biblical silence. 

During “that time” a great deal of attention was given 
to the interpretation of the law, in general…and of the 
Sabbath Day, in particular. 

The detail to which the inspired writers went was 
nothing compared to the religious leaders, the scribes 
and the Pharisees. 

We would NOT be correct to conclude that all of these 
efforts to clarify the Law were silly and senseless.  
While the method of interpretation may be wrong, not 
to mention some of the conclusions reached, there 
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was ample motivation for probing the obligation of the 
individual Israelite to the third commandment. 

During the Maccabean period (a century and a half 
prior to the coming of Jesus)…the big Maccabean 
Revolt was 167-66 BCE…when the celebration of 
Hanukah was established…a thousand Jews had been 
slaughtered because they were attacked on the 
Sabbath day and they would not break the Sabbath 
day to defend themselves.  Little wonder, then, that 
Jewish scholars sought to clarify the Sabbath 
commandment. 

A rather sizable “body of teaching” regarding the 
interpretation of the Sabbath thus began to emerge 
before and after the coming of Jesus. 

In the third century of the Common Era, a written 
compilation of the “oral traditions of the scribes” was 
completed, which was known as being the Mishnah.  It 
contained 63 tractates or treatises on various subjects 
of the law.  These 63 tractates required about 800 
printed pages in English. 

Later Judaism set itself to the task of interpreting 
these interpretations.  These commentaries on the 
Mishnah are called Talmud’s.  Of the Jerusalem 
Talmud there are 12 printed volumes; and of the 
Babylonian Talmud there are 60 printed volumes. 
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This was all added on top of the 613 laws plus the 
original Decalogue. 

The law lies it down that the Sabbath Day is to be kept 
holy (no big surprise there!)  On that day no work is to 
be done- EVER.  It is a great principle.  But these 
Jewish legalists had a great passion for definition. 

The definition or the many definitions are everything. 

So, they asked what is work.  All kinds of things were 
classified as work.  Some things were classified as 
not being work – but rather necessity. 

Can a woman breastfeed a child on the Sabbath day?  
Work?  Or necessity? 

For instance, to carry a burden on the Sabbath Day is 
to work.  But next don’t you have to define what 
exactly a burden is and what it is not?  So the Scribal 
Law lays it down that a burden is food equal in weight 
to a dried fig, enough wine for mixing in a goblet, milk 
enough for one to swallow, honey enough to put on a 
wound, oil enough to anoint a small member, water 
enough to moisten an eye-salve, paper enough to 
write a customs house notice upon, ink enough to 
write two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, reed enough 
to make a pen – and so on, endlessly… 
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Defining and redefining…interpreting and 
reinterpreting. 

So they spent hours arguing whether a man could or 
could not lift a lamp from one place to another on the 
Sabbath, whether a tailor committed a sin if he went 
out – with a needle in his robe, whether a woman 
might wear a broach or false hair, even if a man might 
go out on the Sabbath with artificial teeth in his 
mouth, or if he wore an artificial limb, or if a man 
might lift a child up on the Sabbath day!  All of those 
things necessitated work and not necessity.  These 
things became the essence of their religious life.  
Their religion was changing into a legalism of petty 
rules and regulations far beyond the 613 laws and the 
original Ten Commandments. 

So, it should come as no surprise to anyone that a 
head on collision was going to one day happen 
between Jesus of Nazareth and the scribes and the 
Pharisees.  

The gospel writers (Mark, Matthew, Luke and John) all 
record numerous occasions when the Jewish 
religious leaders clashed with Jesus over 
interpretation of the Sabbath Day. 

Almost always this resulted from an incident in which 
Jesus or the Twelve “violated the Sabbath.”  



P a g e  | 200 
 

According to the legalistic teachings and 
interpretations of the scribes and the Pharisees – 
Jesus should have been stoned to death many, many 
times. 

So how exactly were the scribes and the Pharisees 
interpreting the law, and how was Jesus interpreting 
those same passages? 

Now there are obviously many Sabbath texts from 
which to choose…and we cannot look at them all…but 
we certainly can look at some of them…just to check 
out what exactly is going on…behind the texts. 

Because this is the year of Matthew – Year A of our 
three year lectionary, let’s first turn to Matthew’s 
gospel. 

I suggest we first look at Matthew 12. 1-14. This is a 
well-known episode…and one that I find to be very 
humorous. 

It is a seemingly innocent act on the part of Jesus’ 
disciples – and it is precipitated by an incident in 
which the Pharisees challenged Jesus to either 
defend or denounce his very own disciples. 

Well we know that Jesus would never denounce them, 
so that must me he is about to defend them…with 
every ounce of his being. 



P a g e  | 201 
 

Think “need” versus “necessity.”  You might also 
think about quantity. 

“At that time, Jesus went on the Sabbath through the 
grain fields, and his disciples became hungry and 
began to pick the heads of GRAIN and eat.  But when 
the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Behold your 
disciple’s do what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.” 

Now I have always found this to be a hilarious 
incident…where was those Pharisees?  Were they 
hiding in the wheat fields?  How long were they there?  
Just exactly what time did they get up in the morning 
to run and hide in the wheat fields?  How did they 
know that Jesus and the 12 would take that path?  Or, 
were there little groups of Pharisees scattered 
throughout the wheat fields – laying-in-wait?  Did they 
camp out?  Were they in tents?  Just exactly what did 
they do while they were wiling their time in the wheat 
fields?  If a person could only walk a Sabbaths day 
journey on the Sabbath…how many steps did these 
Pharisees take?  Did they carry OFF with them or 
some other kind of bug spray?  Wouldn’t the spraying 
of a bug spray break the Sabbath?  

Surely the Pharisees did not have any drones that 
they were flying and spying on Jesus with?  I am 
picturing them purchasing online a drone with a 
camera… 
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I did check the web – and if you are interested you can 
get your very own drone with camera and they are not 
all that expensive. 

Again, FYI: 

World Tech Elite Live - $69.95 

Phantom IV Advanced - $1199.00 

Sky King Quad copter - $89.99 

Falcon Pro Drone - $72.00 

Sky Rider - $138.99 

You have to be careful of those high-tech sneaky 
Pharisees…you never know where they will pop up 
next! 

Ok, let’s break it down and tear it apart a bit and see 
what we can get out of this incident. 

Contextually, it is a Sabbath day violation story, not 
unlike lots of others of them. 

There is the protest of the Pharisees that Jesus’ 
disciples violate the Sabbath by gathering grain and 
eating it. 

Jesus immediately cites two well known texts from the 
Hebrew Bible…where people were actually vindicated 
for breaking the Sabbath…David (the King) when he 
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took the sacred showbread and shared it with his 
men…and then, the story of the priests, who regularly 
and routinely violate the Sabbath by working at their 
priestly jobs on this day. 

I guess I too get thrown into this latter category, guilty 
as charged!  I too, work on the Sabbath day. 

What I like is that Jesus is completely undaunted by 
the challenge of the Pharisees and he catches his 
opponents completely off guard. 

What he didn’t say is, “What brings you boys out here 
to the wheat fields on the Sabbath day?”  Huh???  
And why are you guys hiding out here?  What are you 
doing playing hide and seek on the Sabbath? 

So as we look at this text – here’s the skinny:  Jesus 
is not being accused of wrongdoing here.  The real 
heart of the issue is wrongdoing on the part of his 
disciples. 

“These boys…you can’t take them anywhere!” 

“Boys will be boys!” 

“They were just messing with ya’” 

The issue here is the “harvesting” and “threshing” of 
grain.  Jesus was being challenged to either condemn 
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their deeds or to condone them, thereby opposing the 
authority and the interpretation of the Pharisees. 

While the Torah (Law of Moses) nowhere condemns 
such an act, the Halakah (the Jewish collection of 
interpretations) did. 

Judaism is not just a set of beliefs about G-d, man and 
the universe. Judaism is a “comprehensive way of 
life,” filled with rules and practices that affect every 
aspect of life: what you do when you wake up in the 
morning, what you can and cannot eat, what you can 
and cannot wear, how to groom yourself, how to 
conduct business, who you can marry, how to 
observe the holidays and Shabbat, and perhaps most 
important, how to treat G-d, other people, and 
animals. This set of rules and practices is known as 
“halakhah” or “halakah.” 

The word is usually translated as “Jewish Law” but 
when you look at what the word literally says, it 
actually says, “The path that one walks.”  The root 
word means, “To go, to walk or to travel.” 

Halakhah comes from three sources: from the Torah, 
from laws instituted by the rabbis and from long-
standing customs. Halakhah from any of these 
sources can be referred to as a mitzvah 
(commandment; plural: mitzvot). The word "mitzvah" 
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http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/g-d.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/kashrut.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/marriage.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/holidays.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/shabbat.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/love.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/animals.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/torah.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/rabbi.htm
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is also commonly used in a casual way to refer to 
“any good deed.” 

So what does Jesus do and say? 

Does he sell out the twelve?  Does he throw them 
under the controversial and new soon-to-be-running 
trolley-cars in downtown Milwaukee? 

Amazingly, that’s exactly what he does:  Jesus 
granted the assumption that the actions of his 
disciples were “work” and thus a breach or a breaking 
of the Sabbath laws, rules and regulations. 

He quite literally threw the disciples on to the newly 
laid track on Broadway Street, trolley or no trolley! 

What Jesus actually does – is (as usual) he avoids the 
issue of the question that is raised before him 
(Sabbath) and concentrates instead on the technical 
questions involved. 

I tell you, this guy was sneaky.  (Sneaky little Messiah) 

Often times Jesus avoided “creating a scene” 
(downplaying drama) whether it be for performing a 
miracle publicly or that of inciting a dispute 
prematurely between himself and his adversaries. 
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Technically speaking, Jesus could have referred his 
critics to his disciples, since he had not gathered any 
heads of grain for himself, nor had he eaten any. 

He could have pointed out that the Torah nowhere 
called such a minimal effort “work” and that this was 
only a “fallacious conclusion” of some “misguided-
knit-picking-scholars” who happened to belong to the 
Pharisaic party! 

But nope, he didn’t do that either. 

Instead, Jesus chose to let these technical matters go 
by the wayside. 

He wanted to discuss (in scholarly fashion) the 
interpretation of the Sabbath and his activities which 
could be construed as a breaking of the third 
commandment. 

He sidestepped all of the bologna to get to the real 
heart of the matter. 

He avoided any pitfalls of falling into “more drama” 
for open and honest discussion. 

Bearing all of these things we have discussed thus far 
in mind…well maybe you can leave the part out – 
about the drones…notice how skillfully Jesus 
answers the challenge of the Pharisees? 
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Obviously he knew that he would not be changing 
their minds about the disciple’s action – being viewed 
as work…he allowed the allegation of the Sabbath 
breaking to go unchallenged. 

That is in spite of the fact that their original premise is 
still wrong… 

I mean why waste your breath! 

Instead Jesus turned his critics attention on the 
Hebrew Bible and what it is – that is written there. 

I guess he understood that it beautifully paralleled his 
own situation in some similar points. 

Heck, why not go for broke and use what resources 
you have that are already available to you!  Jesus 
turned to “the word.”  How very Lutheran of him!  
(Right now Martin Luther of blessed memory is 
smiling somewhere.) 

OMI – do you realize I have written in my head and 
typed 20 pages of material and we are only discussing 
one Sabbath violation so far!  This is crazy, or as they 
say on the streets, this is cra-cra. 

So, Jesus pointed out that time when David was 
fleeing from cra-cra old Saul, (who was constantly 
trying to kill him,) and David was accompanied by a 
few of his men…and then they actually did the 
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unthinkable…David and his hungry men took 
consecrated bread from Ahimelech the priest and ate 
it!  (See Samuel 21. 1-9)  

Now we have to talk for a moment about Shewbread 
or Showbread…sorry, we have too…”we” digress… 

Showbread or shewbread  , (literally: "Bread of the 
Presence"), in the King James Version: shewbread, in 
a Biblical or Jewish context, refers to the cakes or 
loaves of bread which were always present on a 
specially dedicated two crowned table, in the Temple 
in Jerusalem as an offering to HaShem.   HaShem 
being simply another name for God, seeing as his 
name was too holy to be pronounced or to be found 
on our lips.  The word HaShem means “the Name!” 

An alternative, and more appropriate, translation 
would be “presence bread,” since the Bible requires 
that the bread be constantly in the presence of God 
(Exodus 25:30.) It is also mentioned in (Matthew 12:4.) 

So why the 12 loaves?  Who did the 12 loaves 
represent?  (I know you guys are good!)  You’ve got 
this! 

The bread was present for one week.  At the end of the 
week new bread was brought in.  The bread had to be 
a constant and it had to be consumed.  What 
happened to the old bread?  Who ate it? 
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And now we have to briefly say something about 
Ahimelech.  I love this!  One thing always leads to 
another and in the process…there is always growth 
and new understanding…or at least hopefully. 

Don’t worry there won’t be a test on any of this! 

I know that the bible can be really confusing 
sometimes…really confusing!  It is especially hard or 
difficult when it comes to the names and 
personalities. 

There are at least two men who are named Ahimelech 
in the scriptures…and this can be a source of great 
confusion. 

One Ahimelech is a Hittite, just like Uriah was…he 
actually was proselytized and became a Jew. 

The other Ahimelech is a high priest.  This Ahimelech 
was a descendent of Aaron (Moses’ Brother.)  
Therefore he is of the priestly tribe and the priestly 
family.  Eli was also a relative of his.  Unfortunately 
sometimes he is called Abimelech, which can lead to 
further confusion.  This guy was the 12th High Priest in 
Israel’s history.  He actually gave David five loaves of 
showbread.  He was accused of disloyalty by King 
Saul for aiding and abetting.  Saul had the high priest 
along with 86 other priests and all of their families put 
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to death in most gruesome manner.  Saul was that 
paranoid.  Good thing he didn’t have Twitter! 

So that’s the story that Jesus pulled out of his 
yarmulke.  He went all the way back in time, to one of 
his relatives, King David, the greatest King in all of 
Israel’s history. 

In this story of David and his men there is a 
precedent. 

David and Jesus both had followers with them, who 
participated in their Sabbath-breaking. 

Food was eaten to alleviate hunger.  Hunger prompted 
Jesus’ disciples to pluck the grain, just as it 
necessitated David and his men eating the sacred 
bread of the presence. 

In both cases something which was sanctified, set 
apart for special use, was profaned by being put to a 
common use. 

In David’s case, sanctified bread, set apart for use 
only by the priests was eaten.  Jesus’ disciples too, 
profaned the Sabbath (which was sanctified) by 
gathering grain, which was common labor? 

Was it a need?  Was it a necessity? 
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In both cases it could be stated that there were 
considerations that justified action that normally 
would have been condemned as law-breaking… 

So this is Jesus’ argument against them: 

Jesus assumes that the actions of David and his men 
are acceptable to the Judaism of his day…I mean who 
is there to speak against the greatest King ever?  
Nobody wanted to accuse David of wrong doing here.  
If that indeed was the case, then the Pharisees 
granted exceptions to the laws, rules, 
commandments, teachings, statutes and ways… 

If law-breaking was allowed in some cases, it must be 
for some higher reason or consideration.  What then 
would be the reasons why David and his men would 
get to slide??? 

What’s good for the goose?  Is good for the gander? 

According to I Samuel 21- David did not specifically 
ask for any of the sacred bread, that is all there was at 
hand. 

Ahimelech, the HIGH PRIEST (I might add) did not find 
the LAW so rigid as to prohibit meeting the needs of 
men under such special circumstances. 

Ahimelech believed that David had come from the 
King. 
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He believed that David and his men were being sent 
on a special mission by the King.  These 
considerations led the HIGH PRIEST to the conclusion 
that the prohibition of the law could be set aside in the 
case of David and his men. 

Nor did he cast aside his obligation to preserve the 
sanctity of this bread. 

He did insist that David’s men must be free from 
defilement.  One must assume that if this condition 
were not met, the bread would not have been given to 
these men. 

The sanctified bread was not profaned in this process. 

Later scholars would only focus on who received the 
bread.  It was King David, of course, the greatest King 
in all of Israel’s history.  Exceptions must be made for 
him!  David was God’s anointed.  He was to be the 
next King.  It was only right that he and his men 
should eat the consecrated bread and thus save their 
lives. 

Their motto was: 

Wait for it. 

This is good! 

Please, No groans allowed!  No sighs, either. 
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Here it comes! 

Look out! 

“Better fed, then dead” 
David’s men could well eat the consecrated bread 
because of who it was they followed.  The implications 
for Jesus’ followers should not have passed them by. 

(I know, don’t end a sentence with a preposition, sorry 
I fell asleep that day in class…) 

Luke in his account of the same event, adds this 
statement from Jesus, which pressed home the point: 
“The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath”(Luke 6.5.) 

If, for David’s sake the Law could be temporarily and 
technically violated, how much more for the sake of 
his Lord. 

(This is that old rabbinic argument of from the lesser 
to the greater!)  Certainly, Jesus was greater than 
David, even though people did not realize it at the 
time. 

The hunger factor here is an ace in the hole…a rabbit 
in the hat…the men were hungry.  They needed to eat.  
It was out of necessity that they ate.  Do not people 
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eat every Sabbath day?  And they do so, out of 
necessity! 

See Matthew 12. 1, 3…these guys were hungry that 
settles it! 

Digging down deep into his theological hat, Jesus 
pulls this one out…certain things were sanctified, set 
apart by God, to teach the Israelites about 
sanctification, not to cause them hardship and 
suffering.  Thus, when law-keeping would endanger 
David’s life or the lives of his men, the practice of the 
law could be modified (not ignored all together) to 
meet the needs of the men. 
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Disputed Writings… 
 
The Pauline epistles are the fourteen books in the Early 
Christian Writings traditionally attributed to Paul the 
Apostle, although many dispute the anonymous Epistle to 
the Hebrews as being a Pauline epistle.  
There is nearly universal consensus in modern Early 
Christian scholarship on a core group of authentic Pauline 
epistles whose authorship is rarely contested: Romans, 1 
and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 
Thessalonians, and Philemon.  
 
Several additional letters bearing Paul's name are 
disputed among scholars, namely Ephesians, Colossians, 
2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus.  
 
Scholarly opinion is sharply divided on whether or not 
Colossians and 2 Thessalonians are genuine letters of 
Paul.  
 
The remaining four contested epistles – Ephesians, as 
well as the three known as the Pastoral epistles (1 and 2 
Timothy, and Titus) – have been labeled 
“pseudepigraphical works” by most critical scholars.  
Pseudepigrapha are falsely-attributed works, texts whose 
claimed author is not the true author, or a work whose real 
author attributed it to a figure of the past. 
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Some scholars have proposed that Paul may have used 
an amanuensis, or secretary, in writing the disputed 
letters.  
There are two examples of “pseudonymous letters” written 
in Paul’s name apart from the Early Christian epistles, 
such as the Epistle to the Laodiceans and 3 Corinthians. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews is actually anonymous, but it 
has been traditionally attributed to Paul.  
The church father Origen of Alexandria rejected the 
Pauline authorship of Hebrews, instead asserting that, 
although the ideas expressed in the letter were genuinely 
Pauline, the letter itself had actually been written by 
someone else. 
Most modern scholars generally agree that Hebrews was 
not written by the apostle Paul. Various other possible 
authorships have been suggested.  
 
So, there are four gospels all of which were written AFTER 
the epistles (or letters) 
There are 21 letters, 7 of which critical scholars believe 
were written by Paul and 14 which were not. 
There is one book of Eschatology-Revelation. 
And one historical book – Acts of the Apostles.  27 books 
in all.  There are 39 Books in the Hebrew Bible. 
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The Jewish Encyclopedia 
 
SAUL OF TARSUS (known as Paul, the Apostle of the 

Heathen): 
The actual founder of the Christian Church as opposed to 
Judaism; born before 10 C.E.; died after 63. The records 
containing the views and opinions of the opponents of 
Paul and Paulinism are no longer in existence; and the 
history of the early Church has been colored by the writers 
of the second century, who were anxious to suppress or 
smooth over the controversies of the preceding period, as 
is shown in the Acts of the Apostles and also by the fact 
that the Epistles ascribed to Paul, as has been proved by 
modern critics, are partly spurious (Galatians, Ephesians, I 
and II Timothy, Titus, and others) and partly interpolated. 

Not a Hebrew Scholar; a Hellenist 
Saul (whose Roman cognomen was Paul; was born of 
Jewish parents in the first decade of the common era at 
Tarsus in Cilicia. The claim in Rom. xi. 1 and Phil. iii. 5 that 
he was of the tribe of Benjamin, suggested by the 
similarity of his name with that of the first Israelitish king, 
is, if the passages are genuine, a false one, no tribal lists 
or pedigrees of this kind having been in existence at that 
time. Nor is there any indication in Paul's writings or 
arguments that he had received the rabbinical training 
ascribed to him by Christian writers, ancient and modern; 
least of all could he have acted or written as he did had he 
been, as is alleged the disciple of Gamaliel I., the mild 
Hillelite. His quotations from Scripture, which are all taken, 
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directly or from memory, from the Greek version, betray no 
familiarity with the original Hebrew text. The Hellenistic 
literature, such as the Book of Wisdom and other 
Apocrypha, as well as Philo, was the sole source for his 
eschatological and theological system. Notwithstanding 
the emphatic statement, in Phil. iii. 5, that he was "a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews"—a rather unusual term, which 
seems to refer to his nationalistic training and conduct 
since his Jewish birth is stated in the preceding words "of 
the stock of Israel"—he was, if any of the Epistles that 
bear his name are really his, entirely a Hellenist in thought 
and sentiment.  
As such he was imbued with the notion that "the whole 
creation groaneth" for liberation from "the prison-house of 
the body," from this earthly existence, which, because of 
its pollution by sin and death, is intrinsically evil.   As a 
Hellenist, also, he distinguished between an earthly and a 
heavenly Adam and accordingly, between the lower 
psychic life and the higher spiritual life attained only by 
asceticism; hence his strange belief in supernatural 
powers, in fatalism, in "speaking in tongues and in 
mysteries or sacraments—a term borrowed solely from 
heathen rites. 

His Epilepsy. 
There is throughout Paul's writings an irrational or 
pathological element which could not but repel the 
disciples of the Rabbis.  
Possibly his pessimistic mood was the result of his 
physical condition; for he suffered from an illness which 
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affected both body and mind. He speaks of it as "a thorn in 
the flesh," and as a heavy stroke by "a messenger of 
Satan" which often caused him to realize his utter 
helplessness, and made him an object of pity and horror. 
We know this: epilepsy, called by the Greeks "the holy 
disease," which frequently put him into a state of ecstasy, 
a frame of mind that may have greatly impressed some of 
his Gentile hearers, but could not but frighten away and 
estrange from him the Jew, whose God is above all the 
God of reason. 

The conception of a new faith, half pagan and half Jewish, 
such as Paul preached, and susceptibility to its influences, 
were altogether foreign to the nature of Jewish life and 
thought.  
For Judaism, religion is the hallowing of this life by the 
fulfilment of its manifold duties.   Paul shrank from life as 
the domain of Satan and all his hosts of evil; he longed for 
redemption by the deadening of all desires for life, and 
strove for another world which he saw in his ecstatic 
visions. The following description of Paul is preserved in 
an apocryphal book which has been proved to be older 
and in some respects of greater historic value than the 
canonical Acts of the Apostles --- 

"A man of moderate stature, with crisp [scanty] hair, 
crooked legs, blue eyes, large knit brows, and long nose, 
at times looking like a man, at times like an angel, Paul 
came forward and preached to the men of Iconium: 
'Blessed are they that keep themselves chaste 
[unmarried]; for they shall be called the temple of God. 
Blessed are they that mortify their bodies and souls; for 
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unto them speaketh God. Blessed are they that despise 
the world; for they shall be pleasing to God. Blessed be 
the souls and bodies of virgins; for they shall receive the 
reward of their chastity.'" 
It was by such preaching that "he ensnared the souls of 
young men and maidens, enjoining them to remain single.  

Anti-Jewish Attitude. 
Whatever the physiological or psychological analysis of 
Paul's temperament may be, his conception of life was not 
Jewish.  
Nor can his unparalleled animosity and hostility to Judaism 
as voiced in the Epistles be accounted for except upon the 
assumption that, while born a Jew, he was never in 
sympathy or in touch with the doctrines of the rabbinical 
schools.  

For even his Jewish teachings came to him through 
Hellenistic channels, as is indicated by the great emphasis 
laid upon "the day of the divine wrath" as well as by his 
ethical monitions, which are rather inconsistently taken 
over from Jewish codes of law for proselytes, 
the Didache and Didascalia. It is quite natural, then, that 
not only the Jews - but also the Judæo-Christians, 
regarded Paul as an "apostate from the Law."  

His Personality 

To judge from those Epistles that have all the traits of 
genuineness and give a true insight into his nature, Paul 
was of a fiery temper, impulsive and impassioned in the 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/5181-didache
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extreme, of ever-changing moods, now exulting in 
boundless joy and now sorely depressed and gloomy.  

Effusive and excessive alike in his love and in his hatred, 
in his blessing and in his cursing, he possessed a 
marvelous power over men; and he had unbounded 
confidence in himself.  
He speaks or writes as a man who is conscious of a great 
providential mission, as the servant and herald of a high 
and unique cause.  

The philosopher and the Jew will greatly differ from him 
with regard to every argument and view of his; but both 
will admit that he is a mighty battler for truth, and that his 
view of life, of man, and of God is a profoundly serious 
one.  
The entire conception of religion has certainly been 
deepened by him, because his mental grasp was wide and 
comprehensive, and his thinking bold, aggressive, 
searching, and at the same time systematic.  

Indeed, he molded the thought and the belief of all 
Christendom. 

Jewish Proselytism and Paul 
Before the authenticity of the story of the so-called 
conversion of Paul is investigated, it seems proper to 
consider from the Jewish point of view this question: Why 
did Paul find it necessary to create a new system of faith 
for the admission of the Gentiles, in view of the fact that 
the Synagogue had well-nigh two centuries before opened 
its door to them and, with the help of the Hellenistic 
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literature, had made a successful propaganda, as even 
the Gospels testify?  
As a matter of fact, only the Jewish propaganda work 
along the Mediterranean Sea made it possible for Paul 
and his associates to establish Christianity among the 
Gentiles, as is expressly recorded in the Acts; and it is 
exactly from such synagogue manuals for proselytes as 
the Didache and the Didascalia that the ethical teachings 
in the Epistles of Paul and of Peter were derived.  
 
The answer is supplied by the fact that Jewish proselytism 
had the Jewish nation as its basis  
The proselyte on whom the Abrahamic rite was not 
performed remained an outsider.  
It was, therefore, highly important for Paul that those who 
became converted to the Church should rank equally with 
its other members and that every mark of distinction 
between Jew and Gentile should be wiped out in the new 
state of existence in which the Christians lived in 
anticipation.  
The predominating point of view of the Synagogue was 
the political and social one; that of the Church, the 
eschatological one.  

May such as do not bear the seal of Abraham's covenant 
upon their flesh or do not fulfill the whole Law be admitted 
into the congregation of the saints waiting for the world of 
resurrection?  

This was the question at issue between the disciples of 
Jesus and those of Paul; the former adhering to the view 
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of the Essenes, which was also that of Jesus; the latter 
taking an independent position that started not from the 
Jewish but from the non-Jewish standpoint. 

Paul fashioned a Christ of his own, a church of his own, 
and a system of belief of his own; and because there were 
many mythological and Gnostic elements in his theology 
which appealed more to the non-Jew than to the Jew, he 
won the heathen world to his belief. 

Paul's Christ 
In the foreground of all of Paul's teaching stands his 
peculiar vision of Christ, to which he constantly refers as 
his only claim and title to apostleship 

The other apostles saw Jesus in the flesh; Paul saw him 
when, in a state of entrancement, he was carried into 
paradise to the third heaven, where he heard 
"unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter."  
Evidently this picture of Christ must have occupied a 
prominent place in his mind before, just 
as Meṭaṭron (Mithra) and Akteriel did in the minds of 
Jewish mystics. 

To him the Messiah was the son of God in a metaphysical 
sense, "the image of God" - "the heavenly Adam" - "the 
first-born of all creation, for by him were all things created" 
- identical also with the Holy Spirit manifested in Israel's 
history. 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/10736-metatron
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It is, however, chiefly as "the king of glory" as ruler of the 
powers of light and life eternal, that Christ is to manifest 
his cosmic power.  

He has to annihilate Satan or Belial, the ruler of this world 
of darkness and death, with all his hosts of evil, physical 
and moral. 
Paul's "gnosis" is a revival of Persian dualism, which 
makes of all existence, whether physical, mental, or 
spiritual, a battle between light and darkness - between 
flesh and spirit - between corruption and life everlasting. 

The object of the Church is to obtain for its members the 
spirit, the glory, and the life of Christ, its "head," and to 
liberate them from the servitude of and allegiance to the 
flesh and the powers of earth.  
In order to become participants in the salvation that had 
come and the resurrection that was nigh, the saints were 
to cast off the works of darkness and to put on the armor 
of light, the breastplate of love, and the helmet of hope.  

The Crucified Messiah 
How then can this world of perdition and evil, of sin and 
death, be overcome, and the true life be attained instead?  
This question, which, according to a Talmudic legend - 
Alexander the Great put to the wise men of the South, was 
apparently the one uppermost also in the mind of Paul - 
and in the form of a vision of the crucified Christ the 
answer came to him to "die in order to live."  



P a g e  | 225 
 

This vision, seen in his ecstatic state, was to him more 
than a mere reality: it was the pledge of the resurrection 
and the life of which he was in quest. Having seen "the 
first-born of the resurrection" he felt certain of the new life 
which all "the sons of light" were to share.  

No sooner had the idea taken hold of him that the world of 
resurrection, or "the kingdom of God," had come, or would 
come with the speedy reappearance of the Messiah, than 
he would invest with higher powers "the elect ones" who 
were to participate in that life of the spirit.  
There can be no sin or sensual passion in a world in which 
the spirit rules. Nor is there need of any law in a realm 
where men live as angels.  

To bring back the state of paradise and to undo the sin of 
Adam, the work of the serpent, which brought death into 
the world—this seems to have been the dream of Paul.  

The baptism of the Church, to which sinners and saints, 
women and men, Jews and Gentiles, were alike invited, 
suggested to him the putting off of the earthly Adam and 
the putting on of the heavenly Adam. 
He was certain that by the very power of their faith, which 
performed all the wonders of the spirit in the Church would 
the believers in Christ at the time of his reappearance be 
also miraculously lifted to the clouds and transformed into 
spiritual bodies for the life of the resurrection. 

 These are the elements of Paul's theology—a system of 
belief which endeavored to unite all men, but at the 
expense of sound reason and common sense. 
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Paul's Conversion 
There is possibly a historical kernel to the story related in 
the Acts that, while on the road to Damascus, 
commissioned with the task of exterminating the Christian 
movement antagonistic to the Temple and the Law- Paul 
had a vision in which Jesus appeared to him, saying, 
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 

According to the Acts Paul was a young man charged by 
the Sanhedrin of Jerusalem with the execution of Stephen 
and the seizure of the disciples of Jesus.  

The statement, however that, being a zealous observer of 
the law of the Fathers, "he persecuted the Church unto 
death," could have been made only at a time when it was 
no longer known what a wide difference existed between 
the Sadducean high priests and elders, who had a vital 
interest in quelling the Christian movement, and the 
Pharisees, who had no reason for condemning to death 
either Jesus or Stephen.  

The same is the case with Phil. iii. 5. Acts xxii. 17-18 
speaks of another vision which Paul had while in the 
Temple, in which Jesus told him to depart from Jerusalem 
and go with his gospel to the Gentiles.  

Evidently Paul entertained long before his vision those 
notions of the Son of God which he afterward expressed; 
but the identification of his “Gnostic Christ” with the 
“crucified Jesus of the church” he had formerly 
antagonized was possibly the result of a mental paroxysm 
experienced in the form of visions. 
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Barnabas and Other Hellenists 
Whether the Hellenists in Jerusalem, at the head of whom 
stood Stephen, Philip, and others named in Acts vii. 1-5, 
exerted an influence upon Paul, cannot be ascertained: 
that Barnabas, who was a native of Cyprus, did, may be 
assumed with certainty. 
He was Paul's older companion, apparently of a more 
imposing stature and he introduced Paul to the apostles 
and induced him to cooperate with him in the church of 
Antioch. The two traveled together as collectors of charity 
for the poor of the Jerusalem church and as preachers of 
the gospel, Paul soon becoming the more powerful 
preacher.  
Finally, on account of dissensions, probably of a far more 
serious nature than stated either in Acts or Galatians, they 
separated.  

That both Paul and Barnabas held views different from 
those of the other apostles may be learned from I Cor.  

Paul's relation to Apollos also was apparently that of a 
younger co-laborer to an older and more learned one. 

His Missionary Travels 

According to Acts, Paul began working along the 
traditional Jewish line of proselytizing in the various 
synagogues where the proselytes of the gate and the 
Jews met; and only because he failed to win the Jews to 
his views, encountering strong opposition and persecution 
from them, did he turn to the Gentile world after he had 
agreed at a convention with the apostles at Jerusalem to 
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admit the Gentiles into the Church only as proselytes of 
the gate, that is, after their acceptance of the Noachian 
laws. 

This presentation of Paul's work is, however, incompatible 
with the attitude toward the Jews and the Law taken by 
him in the Epistles. Nor can any historical value be 
attached to the statement in Galatians 2. 1-10 that, by an 
agreement with the seeming pillars of the Church, the 
work was divided between Peter and Paul, the "gospel of 
circumcision" being committed to the one, and the "gospel 
of un-circumcision" to the other; as the bitter and often 
ferocious attacks against both the Jews and the apostles 
of the Judæo-Christian Church would then have been 
uncalled for and unpardonable.  
In reality Paul had little more than the name of apostle in 
common with the actual disciples of Jesus.  
His field of work was chiefly, if not exclusively, among the 
Gentiles; he looked for a virgin soil wherein to sow the 
seeds of the gospel; and he succeeded in establishing 
throughout Greece, Macedonia, and Asia Minor churches 
in which there were "neither Jews nor Gentiles," but 
Christians who addressed each other as "brethren" or 
"saints."  

Regarding his great missionary journeys as described in 
the Acts - as to the chronology, much reliance cannot be 
placed either on Gal. i. 17-ii. 3 or on the Acts with its 
contradictory statements. 

From II Cor. xi. 24-32 it may be learned that his missionary 
work was beset with uncommon hardships.  
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He labored hard day and night as a tent-maker for a 
livelihood. 

He says (II Cor. ix.) that more frequently than any other 
apostle he was imprisoned, punished with stripes, and in 
peril of death on land and sea; five times he received the 
thirty-nine stripes in the synagogue, obviously for some 
public transgression of the Law - three times was he 
beaten with rods, probably by the city magistrates; once 
he was stoned by the people; and thrice he suffered 
shipwreck, being in the water a night and a day.  
In Damascus he was imprisoned by King Aretas at the 
instigation, not of the Jews, as is stated by modern 
historians, but of the Jerusalem authorities; and he 
escaped through being let down in a basket from a 
window. 

He was besides this constantly troubled with his disease, 
which often made him "groan" for deliverance. 

Greece 
Corinth and Ephesus, the two great centers of commerce, 
with their strangely mixed and turbulent as well as immoral 
population, offered to Paul a large field for his missionary 
work; and, because the Jews there were few and had little 
influence, he had free scope and ample opportunity to 
build up a church according to his plans.  

He was greatly aided therein by the Roman protection 
which he enjoyed.  Yet as long as the church at Jerusalem 
was in his way he found little comfort and satisfaction in 
his achievements, though he proudly recounted the 
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successes which marked his journeys throughout the 
lands.  
It was to Rome that his efforts gravitated.  

Not Athens, whose wisdom he decried as "folly" but 
Rome's imperial city, whose administrative system he had 
learned to admire, attracted and fascinated his mind by its 
world-wide horizon and power.  

Consciously or unconsciously, he worked for a church with 
its world-center in Rome instead of in Jerusalem. A 
prisoner in the years 61-63 and probably also a martyr at 
Rome, he laid the foundation of the world-dominion of 
pagan Christianity 

Paul's Church versus the Synagogue 

In order to understand fully the organization and scope of 
the Church as mapped out by Paul in his Epistles, a 
comparison thereof with the organization and the work of 
the Synagogue, including the Essene community, seems 
quite proper.  

Each Jewish community when organized as a 
congregation possessed in, or together with, its 
synagogue an institution (1) for common worship, (2) for 
the instruction of young and old in the Torah, and (3) for 
systematic charity and benevolence.  

This threefold work was as a rule placed in charge of men 
of high social standing, prominent both in learning and in 
piety.  
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The degree of knowledge and of scrupulousness in the 
observance of the Torah determined the rank of the 
members of the Synagogue.  

Among the members of the Essene brotherhood every-
day life with its common meals came under special rules 
of sanctity, as did their prayers and their charities as well 
as their visits to the sick, the Holy Spirit being especially 
invoked by them as a divine factor, preparing them also for 
the Messianic kingdom of which they lived in expectation. 

The Christian Church, in adopting the name and form of 
the Essene Church (congregation) lent to both the bath 
and the communion meals a new character. 

Influence of the Greek Mysteries 
Paul, the Hellenist, however, knowingly or unknowingly, 
seems to have taken the heathen cult associations as his 
pattern while introducing new features into the Church.  

To him baptism is no longer a symbolic rite suggestive of 
purification or regeneration, as in Jewish and Judæo-
Christian circles but a mystic rite by which the person that 
enters the water and emerges again undergoes an actual 
transformation, dying with Christ to the world of flesh and 
sin, and rising with him to the world of the spirit, the new 
life of the resurrection. 
Still more is the partaking of the bread and the wine of the 
communion meal, the so-called "Lord's Supper," rendered 
the means of a mystic union with Christ, "a participation in 
his blood and body."    



P a g e  | 232 
 

To Paul, the Holy Spirit itself is not an ethical but a magic 
power that works sanctification and salvation.  

It is a mystic substance permeating the Church as a 
dynamic force, rendering all the members saints, and 
pouring forth its graces in the various gifts, such as those 
of prophesying, speaking in tongues, and interpreting 
voices, and others displayed in teaching and in the 
administration of charity and similar Church functions.  

The Church forms "the body of Christ" not in a figurative 
sense, but through the same mystic actuality as that by 
which the participants of heathen cults become, through 
their mysteries or sacraments, parts of their deities.  
Such is the expressed view of Paul when he contrasts the 
"table of Christ" with the "table of the demons" (I Cor. x. 
20-21). 

While Paul borrows from the Jewish propaganda literature, 
especially the Sibyllines, the idea of the divine wrath 
striking especially those that commit the capital sins of 
idolatry and incest and acts of violence or fraudulence, 
and while he accordingly wishes the heathen to turn from 
their idols to God, with desire of being saved by His son, 
his Church has by no means the moral perfection of the 
human race for its aim and end, as has Judaism.  

Salvation alone, that is, redemption from a world of 
perdition and sin, the attainment of a life of incorruption, is 
the object; yet this is the privilege only of those chosen 
and predestined "to be conformed to the image of His 
[God's] son."  
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It is accordingly not personal merit nor the greater moral 
effort that secures salvation, but some arbitrary act of 
divine grace which justifies one class of men and 
condemns the other. 
It is not righteousness, nor even faith—in the Jewish 
sense of perfect trust in the all-loving and all-forgiving God 
and Father—which leads to salvation, but faith in the 
atoning power of Christ's death, which in some mystic or 
judicial manner justifies the undeserving.  

The Mystery of the Cross 
Heathen as is the conception of a church securing a 
mystic union with the Deity by means of sacramental rites, 
equally pagan is Paul's conception of the crucifixion of 
Jesus.  

While he accepts the Judæo-Christian view of the atoning 
power of the death of Jesus as the suffering Messiah - the 
crucifixion of Jesus as the son of God assumes for him at 
the very beginning the character of a mystery revealed to 
him, "a stumbling-block to the Jews and folly to the 
Greeks."  

It is to him a cosmic act by which God becomes reconciled 
to Himself. God sent "his own son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh" in order to have His wrath appeased by his death. 
"He spared not his own Son, but delivered him up," so that 
by his blood all men might be saved. 
To a Jewish mind trained by rabbinical acumen this is not 
pure monotheistic, but mythological, thinking. Paul's "Son 
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of God" is, far more than the Logos of Philo, an 
infringement of the absolute unity of God.  

While the predicate "God" applied to him in Titus ii. 13 may 
be put to the account of Paul's school rather than to his 
own, throughout all the Epistles a share in the divinity is 
ascribed to Jesus in such a manner as to detract from the 
glory of God. 

He is, or is expected to be, called upon as "the Lord." Only 
the pagan idea of the "man-God" or "the second God," the 
world's artificer, and "son of God" or the idea of a king of 
light descending to Hades, as in the Mandæan-Babylonian 
literature, could have suggested to Paul the conception of 
a God who surrenders the riches of divinity and descends 
to the poverty of earthly life in order to become a savior of 
the human race.  

Only from Alexandrian Gnosticism, or only from pagan 
pantheism, could he have derived the idea of the 
"pleroma," "the fulness" of the Godhead dwelling in Christ 
as the head of all principality and power, as him who is 
before all things and in whom all things consist 

Paul's Opposition to the Law 
Paul's attitude toward the Law was by no means hostile 
from the beginning or on principle, as the interpolated 
Epistle to the Romans and the spurious one to the 
Galatians represent it.  

Neither is it the legalistic character of Pharisaic Judaism 
which he militates against, as Jesus in the Gospels is 
represented as doing; nor was he prompted by the desire 
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to discriminate between the ceremonial and the moral 
laws in order to accentuate the spiritual side of religion. 

Still less was he prompted by that allegorizing method of 
which Philo ("De Migratione Abrahami," § 16) speaks as 
having led many to the disregard of certain ceremonial 
laws, such as circumcision (M. Friedländer, "Zur 
Entstehungsgeschichte des Christenthums," pp. 149, 163, 
Vienna, 1894). All such interpretations fail to account for 
Paul's denunciation of all law, moral as well as ceremonial, 
as an intrinsic evil (Hausrath, "Neutestamentliche 
Zeitgeschichte," 2d ed., iii. 14). According to his 
arguments (Rom. iii. 20, iv. 15, vii-viii.), it is the Law that 
begets sin and works wrath, because without the Law 
there is no transgression. "I had not known lust, except the 
Law had said, Thou shalt not covet" (ib. vii. 7). He has no 
faith in the moral power of man: "I know that in me (that is, 
in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing" (ib. vii. 18). What he is 
aiming at is that state in which the sinfulness of the flesh is 
entirely overcome by the spirit of Christ who is "the end of 
the Law" (ib. x. 4), because he is the beginning of the 
resurrection. For Paul, to be a member of the Church 
meant to be above the Law, and to serve in the newness 
of the spirit under a higher law (ib. vii. 4-6, 25). For in 
Christ, that is, by the acceptance of the belief that with him 
the world of resurrection has begun, man has become "a 
new creature: the old things are passed away . . . all 
things have become new" (II Cor. v. 17). For Paul, the 
world is doomed: it is flesh beset by sin and altogether of 
the evil one; hence home, family life, worldly wisdom, all 
earthly enjoyment are of no account, as they belong to a 



P a g e  | 236 
 

world which passes away (I Cor. vii. 31). Having at first 
only the heathen in view, Paul claims the members of the 
Church for Christ; hence their bodies must be consecrated 
to him and not given to fornication (ib. vi. 15). In fact, they 
ought to live in celibacy; and only on account of Satan's 
temptation to lust are they allowed to marry (ib. vi. 18-vii. 
8). As regards eating and drinking, especially of offerings 
to idols, which were prohibited to the proselyte of the gate 
by the early Christians as well as by the Jews (comp. Acts 
xv. 29), Paul takes the singular position that the Gnostics, 
those who possess the higher knowledge ("gnosis"; I Cor. 
viii. 1, xiii. 2, xiv. 6; II Cor. iv. 6; comp. Reizenstein, l.c. p. 
158), are "the strong ones" who care not for clean and 
unclean things and similar ritualistic distinctions (Rom. xiv. 
1-23; I Cor. viii. 1-13). Only those that are "weak in faith" 
do care; and their scruples should be heeded by the 
others. The Gnostic principle enunciated by Porphyrius 
("De Abstinentia," i. 42), "Food that enters the body can as 
little defile free man as any impurity cast into the sea can 
contaminate the ocean, the deep fountain of purity" (comp. 
Matt. xv. 11), has in Paul's system an eschatological 
character: "The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 
but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost" 
(Rom. xiv. 17; comp. Ber. 17a; Jew. Encyc, v. 
218, s.v. Eschatology). As he stated in I Cor. ix. 20-22: 
"And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are under the law; to them that 
are without law, as without law (being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ), that I might gain them 
that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I 
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might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some." 

The original attitude of Paul to the Law was accordingly 
not that of opposition as represented in Romans and 
especially in Galatians, but that of a claimed 
transcendency. He desired "the strong ones" to do without 
the Law as "schoolmaster" (Gal. iii. 24). The Law made 
men servants: Christ rendered them "sons of God." That 
is, their nature was transformed into an angelic, if not 
altogether divine, one (Rom. viii. 14-29; I Cor. vi. 1-3). 

Law for the Proselyte 
Only in admitting the heathen into his church did he follow 
the traditional Jewish practise of emphasizing at the 
initiation of proselytes "the law of God," consisting in "Love 
thy neighbor as thyself," taken from Lev. xix. 18 (Rom. xiii. 
8-10 contains no allusion to Jesus' teaching). Also in the 
mode of preparing the proselyte—by specifying to him the 
mandatory and prohibitive commandments in the form of a 
catalogue of virtues or duties and a catalogue of sins, 
making him promise to practise the former, and, in the 
form of a "widdui" (confession of sins), to avoid the latter—
Paul and his school followed, in common with all the other 
apostles, the traditional custom, as may be learned from I 
Thess. iv. 1-10; Col. iii. 5-14; Rom. i: 29 (comp. J. Rendel 
Harris, "The Teaching of the Apostles," 1887, pp. 82-84; 
Gal. v. 13-23, copied from Rom. l.c.; so also Eph. ii.-vi.; I 
Peter ii-iii.; I John iii.-iv.; Heb. xiii.; see Seeberg, "Der 
Katechismus der Urchristenheit," 1903, pp. 9-22, 
and Didache). A comparison of the "Didascalia"with Paul's 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/5181-didache


P a g e  | 238 
 

various admonitions in the Epistles likewise shows how 
much he was indebted to Essene teachings (See Jew. 
Encyc. iv. 588-590, s.v.Didascalia, where it is shown in a 
number of instances that the priority rests with the Jewish 
"Didascalia" and not, as is generally believed, with Paul). 
Also "turning from darkness to light" (I Thess. v. 4-9; Rom. 
xiii. 12; Eph. v. 7-11; and elsewhere) is an expression 
borrowed from Jewish usage in regard to proselytes who 
"come over from the falsehood of idolatry to the truth of 
monotheism" (see Philo, "De Monarchia." i. 7; idem, "De 
Pœnitentia," §§ 1-2; comp. "Epistle of Barnabas," xix. 1-
xx. 1). It is rather difficult to reconcile these moral 
injunctions with the Pauline notion that, since law begets 
sin, there should be no law ruling the members of the 
Church. It appears, however, that Paul used frequently the 
Gnostic term τέλειος= "perfect," "mature" (I Thess. v. 4, 
10; Phil. iii. 12, 15; I Cor. ii. 6, xiii. 12 et seq., xiv. 20; Eph. 
iv. 13; Col. i. 28). This term, taken from Grecian mysteries 
(see Light-foot, "Epistles to the Colossians," ad loc.), and 
used also in Wisdom iv. 13, ix. 6, suggested an asceticism 
which in some circles of saints led to the unsexing of man 
for the sake of fleeing from lust (Wisdom iii. 13-14; Philo, 
"De Eo Quod Deterius Potiori Insidiatur," § 48; Matt. xix. 
12; see Conybeare, l.c. p. 24). For Paul, then, the 
Christian's aim was to be mature and ready for the day 
when all would be "caught up in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air" and be with Him forever (I Thess. iv. 16-
17). To be with Christ, "in whom dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead," is to become so "complete" as to be above 
the rule of heavenly bodies, above the "tradition of men," 
above statutes regarding circumcision, meat and drink, 
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holy days, new moon, and Sabbath, all of which are but "a 
shadow of the things to come"; it is to be dead to the world 
and all things of the earth, to mortify the members of the 
flesh, to "put off the old man" with his deeds and passions, 
and put on the new man who is ever renewed for the 
highest knowledge of God (gnosis), so that there is 
"neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all and in 
all" (Col. ii. 9-iii. 11; comp. I Cor. v. 7: "Purge out therefore 
the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump"). 

Conflict with Judaism and the Law 

Far then from making antagonism to the Law the starting-
point of his apostolic activity, as under the influence of the 
Epistle to the Romans is assumed by almost all Christian 
theologians, except the so-called Dutch school of critics 
(see Cheyne and Black, "Encyc. Bibl." s.v. "Paul and 
Romans, Epistle to the"), there is intrinsic evidence that 
Paul's hostile attitude to both the Law and the Jews was 
the result of his conflicts with the latter and with the other 
apostles. There is no bitter hostility or antagonism to the 
Law noticeable in I Thessalonians (ii. 14b-16 is a late 
interpolation referring to the destruction of the Temple), 
Colossians, I Corinthians (xv. 56 is obviously interpolated), 
or II Corinthians (where iii. 6-iv. 4, on closer analysis, also 
proves to be a late addition disturbing the context); and so 
little opposition to the Law does Paul show in those 
epistles first addressed to the Gentiles, that in I Cor. xiv. 
21 he quotes as the "law"—that is, Torah in the sense of 
Revelation—a passage from Isa. xxviii. 11; whereas he 
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avoids the term "law" (νόμος) elsewhere, declaring all 
statutes to be worthless human teaching (Col. ii. 22). 

Antinomianism and Jew-Hatred 
His antinomian theology is chiefly set forth in the Epistle to 
the Romans, many parts of which, however, are the 
product of the second-century Church with its fierce hatred 
of the Jew, e.g., such passages as ii. 21-24, charging the 
Jews with theft, adultery, sacrilege, and blasphemy, or ix. 
22 and xi. 28 (comp. iii. 2). The underlying motive of 
Paul—the tearing down of the partition-wall between Jew 
and Gentile—is best expressed in Eph. ii. 14-22, where it 
is declared that the latter are no longer "gerim" and 
"toshabim" (A. V. "strangers" and "foreigners"), but "fellow 
citizens with the saints" of the Church and fully equal 
members "of the household of God." In order to 
accomplish his purpose, he argues that just as little as the 
heathen escapes the wrath of God, owing to the horrible 
sins he is urged to commit by his clinging to his idols, so 
little can the Jew escape by his Law, because "the law 
worketh sin and wrath" (Rom. iv. 15). Instead, indeed, of 
removing the germ of death brought into the world by 
Adam, the Law was given only to increase sin and to 
make all the greater the need of divine mercy which was 
to come through Christ, the new Adam (ib. v. 15-20). By 
further twisting the Biblical words taken from Gen. xv. 6, 
which he interprets as signifying that Abraham's faith 
became a saving power to him, and from Gen. xvii. 5, 
which he takes as signifying that Abraham was to be the 
father of the Gentiles instead of nations, he argues that 
the saving grace of God lies in faith (that is, blind belief) 
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and not in the works of the Law. And so he declares faith 
in Jesus' atoning death to be the means of justification and 
salvation, and not the Law, which demands servitude, 
whereas the spirit of Christ makes men children of God 
(Rom. iv.-viii.). The Pauline Jew-hatred was ever more 
intensified (see ib. ix.-xi., and comp. ix. 31)—which is clear 
evidence of a later origin—and culminates in Gal. iii., 
where, besides the repetition of the argument from Gen. 
xv. 6 and xvii. 5, the Law is declared, with reference to 
Deut. xxviii. 26 and Hab. ii. 4 (comp. Rom. i. 17), to be a 
curse from which the crucified Christ—himself "a curse" 
according to the Law (Deut. xxi. 23; probably an argument 
taken up from controversies with the Jews)—was to 
redeem the believer. Another sophistic argument against 
the Law, furnished in Gal. iii. 19-24, and often repeated in 
the second century (Heb. ii. 2; Acts vii. 38, 53; Aristides, 
"Apologia," xiv. 4), is that the Law was received by Moses 
as mediator from the angels—a quaint notion based upon 
Deut. xxxiii. 2, LXX.; comp. Josephus, "Ant." xv. 5, § 3—
and that it is not the law of God, which is a life-giving law 
of righteousness. Furthermore the laws of the Jews and 
the idolatrous practises of the heathen are placed equally 
low as mere servitude of" the weak and beggarly 
elements" (="planets"; Gal. iv. 8-11), whereas those that 
have put on Christ by baptism have risen above 
alldistinctions of race, of class, and of sex, and have 
become children of God and heirs of Abraham (ib. iii. 26-
29; what is meant by the words" There shall be neither 
male nor female" in verse 28 may be learned from Gal. v. 
12, where eunuchism is advised; see B. Weiss's note ad 
loc.). 
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The Old Testament and the New 

The Pauline school writing under Paul's name, but 
scarcely Paul himself, worked out the theory, based upon 
Jer. xxxi. 30-31, that the Church of Christ represents the 
new covenant (see Covenant; New Testament) in place of 
the old (Rom. xi. 27; Gal. iv. 24; Heb. viii. 6-13, ix. 15-x. 
17; and, following these passages, I Cor. xi. 23-28). 
Similarly the interpolator of II Cor. iii. 6-iv. 4, in connection 
with ib. iii. 3, contrasts the Old Testament with the New: 
the former by the letter of the Law offering but damnation 
and death because "the veil of Moses" is upon it, 
preventing God's glory from being seen; the latter being 
the life-giving spirit offering righteousness, that is, 
justification, and the light of the knowledge (gnosis) of the 
glory of God as reflected in the face of Jesus Christ. It is 
superfluous to state that this Gnostic conception of the 
spirit has nothing to do with the sound religious principle 
often quoted from I Cor. iii. 6: "The letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life." The privilege of seeing God's glory as 
Moses did face to face through a bright mirror held out in I 
Cor. xiii. 12 (comp. Suk. 45b; Lev. R. i. 14) to the saints in 
the future is claimed in II Cor. iii. 18 and iv. 4 as a power in 
the actual possession of the Christian believer. The 
highest hope of man is regarded as realized by the writer, 
who looks forward to the heavenly habitation as a release 
from the earthly tabernacle (II Cor. v. 1-8). 
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Spurious Writings Ascribed to Paul 
This unhealthy view of life maintained by Paul and his 
immediate followers was, however, changed by the 
Church the moment her organization extended over the 
world. Some epistles were written in the name of Paul with 
the view of establishing more friendly relations to society 
and government than Paul and the early Christians had 
maintained. While Paul warns his church-members not to 
bring matters of dispute before "the unjust," by which term 
he means the Gentiles (I Cor. vi. 1; comp. Jew. Encyc. iv. 
590), these very heathen powers of Rome are elsewhere 
praised as the ministers of God and His avengers of 
wrong (Rom. xiii. 1-7); and while in I Cor. xi. 5 women are 
permitted to prophesy and to pray aloud in the church 
provided they have their heads covered, a later chapter, 
obviously interpolated, states, "Let your women keep 
silence in the churches" (ib. xiv. 34). So celibacy (ib. vii. 1-
8) is declared to be the preferable state, and marriage is 
allowed only for the sake of preventing fornication (Eph. v. 
21-33), while, on the other hand, elsewhere marriage is 
enjoined and declared to be a mystery or sacrament 
symbolizing the relation of the Church as the bride to 
Christ as the bridegroom (see Bride). 
A still greater change in the attitude toward the Law may 
be noticed in the so-called pastoral epistles. Here the Law 
is declared to be good as a preventive of wrong-doing (I 
Tim. i. 8-10), marriage is enjoined, and woman's salvation 
is declared to consist only in the performance of her 
maternal duty (ib. ii. 12, 15), while asceticism and celibacy 
are condemned (ib. iv. 3). So all social relations are 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3701-bride


P a g e  | 244 
 

regulated in a worldly spirit, and are no longer treated, as 
in Paul's genuine epistles, in the spirit of otherworldliness 
(ib. ii.-vi.; II Tim. ii. 4-6; Titus. ii.-iii.; comp. Didascalia). 
Whether in collecting alms for the poor of the church on 
Sundays (I Cor. xvi. 2) Paul instituted a custom or simply 
followed one of the early Christians is not clear; from the 
"We" source in Acts xx. 7 it appears, however, that the 
church-members used to assemble for their communion 
meal in memory of the risen Christ, the Lord's Supper, on 
the first day of the week—probably because they held the 
light created on that day to symbolize the light of the 
Savior that had risen for them (see the literature in 
Schürer," Die Siebentägige Woche," in "Zeitschrift für 
Neutestamentliche Wissenschaft," 1905, pp. 1-2). Little 
value can be attached to the story in Acts xviii. 18 that 
Paul brought a Nazarite sacrifice in the Temple, since for 
him the blood of Christ was the only sacrifice to be 
recognized. Only at a later time, when Pauline and Judean 
Christianity were merged, was account again taken, 
contrary to the Pauline system, of the Mosaic law 
regarding sacrifice and the priesthood; and so the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was written with the view of representing 
Jesus as "the high priest after the order of Melchizedek" 
who atoned for the sins of the world by his own blood 
(Heb. iv. 14-v. 10, vii.-xiii.). However, the name of Paul, 
connected with the epistle by Church tradition, was not 
attached to it in writing, as was the case with the other 
epistles. 
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Paul and Paulinism 

How far, after a careful analysis discriminating between 
what is genuine in Paul's writings and what is spurious and 
interpolated, he may yet be regarded as "the great 
religious genius" or the "great organizer" of the Christian 
Church, can not be a matter for discussion here. Still the 
credit belongs to him of having brought the teachings of 
the monotheistic truth and the ethics of Judaism, however 
mixed up with heathen Gnosticism and asceticism, home 
to the pagan world in a form which appealed most forcibly 
to an age eager for a God in human shape and for some 
means of atonement in the midst of a general 
consciousness of sin and moral corruption. Different from 
Simon Magus, his contemporary, with whom he was at 
times maliciously identified by his opponents, and in 
whose Gnostic system sensuousness and profanity 
predominated, Paul with his austerity made Jewish 
holiness his watch word; and he aimed after all, like any 
other Jew, at the establishment of the kingdom of God, to 
whom also his Christ subordinated himself, delivering up 
the kingdom to the Father when his task of redemption 
was complete, in order that God might be all in all (I Cor. 
xv. 28). He was an instrument in the hand of Divine 
Providence to win the heathen nations for Israel's God of 
righteousness. 

 
 
 



P a g e  | 246 
 

His System of Faith 
On the other hand, he construed a system of faithwhich 
was at the very outset most radically in conflict with the 
spirit of Judaism: (1) He substituted for the natural, 
childlike faith of man in God as the ever-present Helper in 
all trouble, such as the Old Testament represents it 
everywhere, a blind, artificial faith prescribed and imposed 
from without and which is accounted as a meritorious act. 
(2) He robbed human life of its healthy impulses, the 
human soul of its faith in its own regenerating powers, of 
its belief in its own self and in its inherent tendencies to 
goodness, by declaring Sin to be, from the days of Adam, 
the all-conquering power of evil ingrained in the flesh, 
working everlasting doom; the deadly exhalation of Satan, 
the prince of this world, from whose grasp only Jesus, the 
resurrected Christ, the prince of the other world, was able 
to save man. (3) In endeavoring to liberate man from the 
yoke of the Law, he was led to substitute for the views and 
hopes maintained by the apocalyptic writers the Christian 
dogma with its terrors of damnation and hell for the 
unbeliever, holding out no hope whatsoever for those who 
would not accept his Christ as savior, and finding the 
human race divided between the saved and the lost (Rom. 
ii. 12; I Cor. i. 18; II Cor. ii. 15, iv. 3; II Thess. ii. 10). (4) In 
declaring the Law to be the begetter of sin and damnation 
and in putting grace or faith in its place, he ignored the 
great truth that duty, the divine "command," alone renders 
life holy; that upon the law of right-cousness all ethics, 
individual or social, rest. (5) In condemning, furthermore, 
all human wisdom, reason, and common sense as "folly," 
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and in appealing only to faith and vision, he opened wide 
the door to all kinds of mysticism and superstition. (6) 
Moreover, in place of the love greatly extolled in the 
panegyric in I Cor. xiii.—a chapter which strangely 
interrupts the connection between ch. xii. and xiv.—Paul 
instilled into the Church, by his words of condemnation of 
the Jews as "vessels of wrath fitted for destruction" (Rom. 
ix. 22; II Cor. iii. 9, iv. 3), the venom of hatred which 
rendered the earth unbearable for God's priest-people. 
Probably Paul is not responsible for these outbursts of 
fanaticism; but Paulinism is. It finally led to that systematic 
defamation and profanation of the Old Testament and its 
God by Marcion and his followers which ended in a 
Gnosticism so depraved and so shocking as to bring about 
a reaction in the Church in favor of the Old Testament 
against the Pauline antinomianism. Protestantism revived 
Pauline views and notions; and with these a biased 
opinion of Judaism and its Law took possession of 
Christian writers, and prevails even to the present 
(comp., e.g., Weber, "Jüdische Theologie," 1897, where 
Judaism is presented throughout simply as "Nomismus"; 
Schürer's description of the life of the Jew "under the law" 
in his "Gesch." 3d ed., ii. 464-496; Bousset, "Religion des 
Judenthums in Neu-Testamentlichen Zeitalter," 1903, p. 
107; and the more popular works by Harnack and others; 
and see also Schechter in "J. Q. R." iii. 754-766; 
Abrahams, "Prof. Schürer on Life Under the Jewish 
Law," ib. xi. 626; and Schreiner, "Die Jüngsten Urtheile 
über das Judenthum," 1902, pp. 26-34). 
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Final Thoughts… 
Paul’s bodily size and appearance may have been 
against him, judging from a second century 
apocryphal description of him: “He was a man little of 
stature, partly bald, with crooked legs, of vigorous 
physique, with eyes set close together and nose 
somewhat hooked.” 

Legend relates that, when St Paul was decapitated, his 
head bounced three times and fountains miraculously 
sprang up at each place where it touched the ground.  

On the negative side, there are Christians and Biblical 
scholars alike who say”  

"Paul was Satan in the flesh," "Paul was never 
recognized as “an apostle” by the disciples or Jesus," 
and "Paul worked to destroy and undo everything 
Jesus and his disciples did and were doing."  Paul 
reinterpreted everything to his own way of thinking. 

And yet we know and realize that without Paul, the 
church would certainly not have grown or spread as it 
did. 

He was a great missionary and church builder. Paul 
undertook three fruitful missionary journeys, the 
influence of which cannot be overestimated. 
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He was a most gifted writer. Of the twenty-seven 
books forming the Early Christian Writings, Paul was 
the author of fourteen of them, if we include the book 
of Hebrews. 

But we are also aware that “all books” may be 
disputed by scholars and probably always will be 
debated and argued about…the writings of Paul are to 
be of no exception! 

He was a native of Tarsus, and his father was a 
Roman—a fact significant in Paul’s labors. 

He was a Pharisaic Jew—a Pharisee by birth, son of 
Pharisees, and a Pharisee by belief, the hope and 
resurrection of the dead. 

He was a freeborn citizen of Rome. 

He had had a strict religious training. Circumcision 
admitted him to the covenant relation of his father.   
As a Jewish boy, he would memorize Scripture and 
familiarize himself with Jewish history. 

He was a tent maker by trade.   A Talmudic writer 
asks, “What is commanded of a father towards his 
son? To circumcise him, to teach him the law, to teach 
him a trade.” 

He had received a good education, finishing up under 
the great philosopher, Gamaliel. As Paul quotes from 
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the Greek poets, he must have been well acquainted 
with Greek philosophy and literature. 

To him life was Christ, and death a gain. 

I found this to be curious.  In Tarsus – a site has been 
declared to be “St. Paul’s house.”  Today “a well” can 
be found at that location, called St. Paul’s well.  
Millions of tourists stop there to drink from the well.  
In some of the related reading material I found this 
statement: 

— “St. Paul's Well, an obviously old stone well, may 
have nothing to do with St. Paul, but it is interesting to 
see, and perhaps the main reason many travelers stop 
in Tarsus.”  I actually laughed out loud at this 
comment.  So much for my trip to Turkey! 

And one final comment to end out this study:  “One of 
the earliest references to the Last Supper can be seen 
in Paul's writings.” Some scholars believe that the 
Lord's Supper had its origins in a pagan context. They 
say that the tradition of “last supper: probably 
originated in the Christian communities, founded in 
Asia Minor and Greece. During this time, dinners were 
organized to memorialize the dead. 

Always stay until the last credit is rolled!  Fini! 
 


